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To the D I R E C T O R S of the 

United Company of Merchants of England 
trading to the Eaft-Indiesi viz. 



Robert Adams, Eff, 
Abraham Addams, Efq\ 
Miles Barne, Efq\ 
Doddtfig Braddyll, Efq\ 
Sir William Billed, Knt. and 
. Alderman, 
Stephen Bifle, Efqy 
Mr. Richard Blount, 
Capt. Richard Boulton, 
Chriftopher Burrow, Efq\ 
Charles Colbome, Efq\ 
Mr. John Emmerfon, 
Samuel Feake, Efq\ 



Peter Godfrey, Efqi 
Harry Gough, Efy\ 
Mr. Samuel Hyde, 
Michael Impey, Efq\~ 
Edward Lovibond, Efq\ 
Baltzar Lyell, Efq\ 
William Pomefoy, E/q; 
Jones Raymond, Efq\ 
William Rous, E/q-, 
Sir John Salter, Knt. and Al- 

dtrman, 
St. Quintin Thompfon, Efq\ 
Jofias Wordfwprth, jun. Efq\ 




GENTLEMEN, 

AVINGprefix'dthe 
Name of fome Emi- 
nent Peirfon to the former Vo- 
lumes of this Work, I could 
A3 not 
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DEDICATION. 

not perfuade my felf to let 
this pafs witboiit doing it the 
like Honour; and as the Dif- 
covery of Foreign Countries 
is owing to Commerce in ge- 
neral, and as alfo a Communi- 
cation with China is main- 
tain' d bj^Your Company in 
particular, I imagin'd I could 
not dedicate This to anymore 
properly than to You. 

Among the Advantages that 

are derived from Navigation 
there is none more agreeable 
to an inqaifitive Mind than the 

Inter- 
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DEDICAT ION. 

Intercourfe it carries on be- 
tween the moil diftant Na- 
tions of the Worlds to which 
we owe the pleafing Rela- 
tions of Countries and Peo- 
ple fo greatly differing from 
oiir own; from which like- 
wife we are enriched with 
their moft ufeful Rarities, and 
the Deficiencies of our own 
Kingdom are abundantly fup- 
ply'd with the moft curious 
Productions of the East. 

It is a fond miftaken Notion 

of fome, that this Ifland might 

A 4 fub- 
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DEDICATION. 

fubfift agreeably enough, and 
yet be intirely independent 
of the reft of the World, as 
having all things within itfelf 
neceflary for the Ufe and Plea- 
fure of its Inhabitants, when at 
the fame time nothing can be 
more evident than that .the 
moft common Repaft muft 
be fupply'd with Ingredients 
from the remoteft Parts of the 
Globe; How great an Efteem 
and Regard? therefore, is due 
to thofe Merchants who hazard 
their own Fortunes to fur- 

ni(h 

» 
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DEDICATION. 

nifli us with the Treafures 
of both the Indi es, and 
how much ought their Pro- 
feffion to be encouraged from 
which the moil fignal Ad- 
vantages are derived to this 
Kingdom in general. 

But of all Nations with 
which we have hitherto had 
any Commerce, there is none 
fo inacceffible to Strangers 
as China, infomuch that 
the Jefuits themfelves have 
| been obliged to make ufe of 
jyariety of Artifices to gain an 

Accefs 
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DEDI C. A T I O N. 

Accefs into the Heart of that 
Empire; for which reafon it 
is not to be wonder'd at that 
we have had no Account s ori- 
ginally ENGLISH* of thefe 
People, but have been behold- 
ing to the Jefuits for whatever 
we know of this yaft and de- 
lightful Country. 

And of all Accounts pub- 
lifh'd by them there is none 
can pretend to, the Exa&nefc 
of P. Du Halde's, becaufe 
the Manufcripts which were 
communicated to him were 

much 



DEDICATION. 

much more full and accurate 
than any which had been pro- 
cured before. For this Reafon 
there was no room to doubt 
but it would be favourably 
receiv'd if tranflated into the 
English Language ; and as 
this Task fell to my Lot, I 
was under a Necefllty, for 
Expedition fake, to call in 
proper Affiftance; but I am 
more particularly obliged to 
one Gentleman, a good Friend 
of mine, whole Reputation 
can receive no Addition from 

any 
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P E D ICATION. 

any mention I cou'd make of 
him here. 

This Performance, we pre- 
fume, cannot fail of a favou- 
rable and candid Reception 
from You ? Gentlemen, 
as you muft certainly be 
pleafed with the Entertaining 
Defcription of a Country 
from whence, by that Com- 
pany which you have the 
Dire&ion of, are imported 
variety of Merchandifes which 
greatly add to the Conve- 
niences and Pleafures of Life: 

But 
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But however that be, I hope 
you will pardon the Free- 
dom of this Addrefs, and 
accept of this Teftimony of 
Relped from, 

Gentlemen, 



Tour mofl bumble. 



and moft obedient Servant } 



R. Brookes, 
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A Collection vf various Receipts made uft if by the 

■"■ , Chinefe Pbyficians for the Cure of different 

Diseases. Page I 


TchangSeng: Or the Art of procuring 
long Life. 


Health anjT 
P- 57 


Geographical Obfervations on Tartary. 


p. Z6 


Of the Country of the Mantchcoux. 
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The Firft Government. 
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The Second Government. 


P- 93 
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p. 198 
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Travels intoTzrtary* p. 214 

Geographical Obfervations on the Kingdom of Corea. 

p. 381 

An Abridgment of the Hijiory of Corea. p. 394 

Afuccinft Narrative of Captain Beerings'i Travels into 
Siberia. p. 429 

Geographical and Hiftorical Obfervations upon the Map 
of Thibet, containing the Territories of the Grand 
Lama, and the neighbouring Countries, which are 

* Jubjeft to him, as Ugh as the Source of the Ganges. 

p. 441 
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THE GENERAL 

HISTORY op CHINA: 

CONTAINING 

A Geographical, mjlorical, Chronological, Po- 
litical and Phyjical Vefcription of the Em- 
pire of China, and Chinefe-Tartary, &c. 



A Colledtion of various Receipts, made 

ufe of by the Chinefe Phyficians for the 

Cure of different Diseases. 

0/ Gin S e n g, a Plant of the firji Rank in the 
Chinefe Medicine ; of its Nature, Qualities, and the 
different Receipts they make ufe of it in, : 

! H E Book called Pie lo gives this Account 
of it: Ginfeng grows in the Mountains of 
Chang tang, and in Leao tong ; they ga- 
ther the Root of it during the firft ten 
Days of the fecond, fourth, and eighth 
Month, which they dry in the Sun without expofing 
it to the Wind : This Root has the Refemblance of a 
Man, and is of a fpirituous Nature. 

Pou fays : It grows alfo at Han chan % in the third 

Month it fhoots forth Leaves, which are fmall and 

Vol. IV. B terminate 
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The General History of 

terminate in a Point ; the Branches 'of it are Waek, 
and the Stalk is cover'd with a Nap % the Roc* of it 
is gariierM in the third and ninth Month : This Root 
has the Hands, Feet, Viiage and Eyes of a Man, and 
abounds Very much in Spirits* 

Hong king fays : Chang tang is to the South-JEsft of 
T tchem j that which comes at prefcnt is long, and of 
a yellow Colour, it refembfes the Herb called Fang 
fong> and h full of a thick fweet Juice ; that which is 
moft in efteem now is what comes from Pe tfi y 
and is fmill, firm, and white, but has not fo ftrong 
a Tafte as that of Chang tang. 

They give the fecond Place in ufe to that of Corea 
and of Leao tong> the Root of which is large, but 
vbid^of Juice and very foft ; it is not to be compared 
with that of Pe ifi ahy more than with that of Chang 
tang: .This Plant flioefcs forth Only one Stalk, Which 
•grows dire&ly perpendicular, its Leavts are either 
four by four or five by five, and the Flower of it is 
of a purple Colour. 

The Inhabitants of Corea fpeaking inpraife of Gin 
feng fay : The Branches which grow from my Stalk are 
three in number* and my Leaves are five by five ; I 
turn my Back on the South and look towards the 
North 5 whoever would find me muft look for the 
Kia ebu 5 the Kia cbu and the Gin feng court one a- 
nother: This Kia refembles * Lou tong> growing 
very high and cafting a large Shade : In thefe kind of 
Places the Gin feng is found in great plenty. . 

There is a great deal of Art in gathering and pre- 
paring this Simple ; there is fome of it found at pre- 
fcnt in the Mountains bordering upon the Province of 
Kiang nan, but it is not made ufe of. 

Cong fays : The Gin feng which is made ufe of comes 
aknoft all from Corea and Pe tfi ; that which grows 
on the Mountains called Cai ban, in the Territory /of 

* Lou tong it 4 kind $f Sycmori. 

Lou 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



Ity WtfiM) «nd op the Mountain* of ffee toum, is 
qdjpd %fa twpfeng, <y the Seng df ffee touen* 

% %s : The Gi« jfo(j jyhicn the Kingdom . of &# 
k »y? Tlfcutp Qf bm ¥&* and Hands* and refemtyeg 
a J#an, ^nd is abpve a foot high •, k is kept jprefiecj 
(# jp,een tfee flanks of the Wood of a Tree calledi 
Cfe 0M#, .which is a kind of % Fir, towjnd ^nd wrapt 
HP jvifh red Silik : The &n feng of Chap teheou i?as s} 
(mall fhort Root, and is not <?f any value for ufe* 

$Pf fey s ! AJJ the Territory of Ckm fi* whk^ is 
to jfc E#ft Df the Teljaw River, gnd the Mounjajn 
fd ffon prpdnc^ Gin feng % that yifhich they bring qn* 
^erthe Nanje Qf Gin feng ofSitg lo % from tjie jCqun- 
tries of Chan fi y and Hottau % which are northward of 
tfc X^few fi^iver, as well as ,th^t of po kien> is not 
nigh ib valuable 9s that of Chang tunjg: It begins tq 
fhoot in the Spring ; a grot quantity of k is met wkh 
9P die Northern Jtyny of the vaft rwgP of Moun* 
tfdn&. 

When it is veiy ypung, and jjqt above thfice fcfr four 
Inches high, it j^oots forth a Branch with five I^eaVe^ 
wd at the end flif fa^r or £ve Ye&rs it 4hQPt« forth a 
S^c^nd with the fame number of Leaves, however ft 
has neither Stalk nor Flowers as yet:, At ten Year* 
lend it fhoots forth a .third Branch, and many Year? 
gfter a fourth* each of t£em having five Leaves i It 
then begins to produce a Stalk from the middle* whidj 
they commonly call Pe tehe cbu% .that js to fay a 
Peftle of a hundred Foot. 

JJuring the third find fourth Months it hears fmaft 
flowers, about the fize of a Grain of Millet, theFi«* 
laments of vtuch are like Silk ; they are of a violet 
Colour, and have Seed at the end of Autumn* to the 
iriJifther of fix or feven Grains, of the lafgenefs of 
fTa tm* a kind qf Pea or Bean, which is at firft 
grrgen, but become; red as it ripens ; when it is quite 
ripe it falls off of it fclf, and the Plant produce* 
frefh, 

fi 2 Th« 
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The Root is in Figure like a Man, and is very 
fpirituous ; the Stalk and Leaves of the Gin feng, which 
grows on the Mountain fai chan, are of a purple Co- 
lour, and the Root white : Befides there grows another 
Kind of this Plant in the Country which lies between 
the two Rivers of Hoai and Hiang, the Stalk of which 
when it begins to fhoot is one or two Foot high ; 
the Root refembles that 6f Ki hen, but is tenderer, and 
the Tafte fweeter and more agreeable. 

In order to know the true Gin feng of Chang tang 
they make the following Experiment : Two Perfons 
walking together, one goes with Gin feng in his Mouth, 
and the other with his Mouth empty, at the end of 
half a League he who has the Gin feng in his Mouth 
does not find himfelf at all out of Breath, when the 
other on the contrary is tired and breathlefs : This is . 
an infallible Mark of the Goodnefs of the Plant. 

Tfong ichi fays : The Gin feng of Chang tang has a I^oot 
long and thin, it fometimes reaches above a Foot deep 
in the Earth, and often divides itfelf into ten Branches > 
it is at prefent fold for near its weight in Gold. 

Che tcUn fays : The ancient Country of Chang tang 
is what they now call Lou tcheou ; the People look on 
the Gin feng as the Ruin of the Country where it grows, 
becanfe whatever they gather of it belongs wholly to 
the Emperor, for which reafon they have forbore to 
cultivate it. 

That which is made ufe of at prefent comes from 
Leao tong, Corea, Pe tft, and Sin lo, which are de- 
pendant on Tchaofien, or King ki tao. Capital of Corea : 
That which is gathered in Autumn and the Winter is 
firm and full of Juice, on the contrary that which is 
gathered in the Spring and Summer Seafons is loft 
and void of Juice, which difference does not proceed 
from the good or bad 'Quality of the Ground where 
it grows, but entirely from the Time wherein it is 
gathered. 

The 
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China, Chinese-Tartary, &c. 

The Ginfeng of Leao tong, when it has its Rind 
on, is of a fmooth Yellow like the Fang fong, but 
when the Rind is taken off it is white and firm ; thofe 
who fell it mix it with the three following Roots, viz. 
Chafeng, Tfe ni and Ki keng : The Root of Cbafeng 
is a Subftance entirely void of Juice, quite fpiritlefs, 
and of an infipid Tafte ; that of Tfe ni has neither 
Juice nor Spirit ; the Ki keng is firm but of a bitter 
Tafte ; as for the Ginfeng it is of a juicy Subftance, 
has a great Spirit, and as for its Tafte it has a Spice 
of Bitter joined with its Sweetnefs, which makes it 
very agreeable to the Palate. 

That which is in the Shape of a Man is called Hai 
elbfeng, or the Infant's Gin feng ; that which we fee 
the Figure of in the Herbal of Song fou fong, made 
with Boards under the Dynafty of Song, and which is 
engraved with three Branches under the Name of the 
Gin feng of Lou ngan fou, the Leaves of which are 
five by five, is the true Ginfeng. 

Tche yong, who was formerly an Officer in the Col- 
lege of the Phyficians wfyich is at Court, has left a 
Treatife of Ginfeng in two Volumes, in which he de- 
fcribes at large all the particulars relating to this 
Simple, the moft remarkable of which you'll find in 
the following Paragraphs. 

The manner of preferring the Gin feng. 

SONG king fays: The Gin feng is very apt to breed 
Worms i in order to preferve it a whole Year with- 
out lofing its Virtue, you need only fhut it up clofe in 
a quite new Veflel. 

Ping fays : When the Gin feng is continually ex- 
pofed to the Sun and Wind it is apt to breed Infefts ; 
in order to preferve it you muft Ihut it up in an 
earthen Veflel that has been made ufe of to keep the 
Oil of Gergelin in, after having firft wafh'd it tho- 
roughly clean ; you muft then dry it by the Fire, and 
inix with the Gin feng fome Hoayn and Si /in, two 

B 3 other 
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trthfer Plants, afterwaftk fhuttiftg Hf> the VefifeJ tcry 
tlofe, by Iv^ich nieans yota fttfy pftferVe it a Whd« 
^Tear. 

Xi jy^t fays : The Ginfing grows ki (Uch a lAaniiet- 
{hat the back part of }ts Leaves points towards the 
{Sky, and it has no AfFe&ion either fat the Siin &t 
Wind : Whenever they take it crude thdy feufc it ift 
their Mouth arid chew it Without any other fteJxU*- 
tion ; tthen they would prepare h they drf it bfcfofc 
ihe Fire on a Shfeet of Pafxfr, 0r felfe ffeep If ife * 
kind of Wine called Chun Tftm I then they bf tf& it>, 
and after warming it make ufe of it : It muft Aeithet 
be kept in an Iron Veflel, rior pfepaftd With any In* 
ftruments made 0f that Metal ; hoWevel- I havfc 6fte*i 
feen it cut without all thefe JPrcfcabtions, and wkh & 
common Knife. 

Tbi fafte and Qualities of the Root of Q\n feng. 

TUEN FOU fays : It is df a tfiild Nftttirft, ha* 4 
SvWetnefs mix'd wkh fomething off a fitter, to f aft? 
and fpirituoq/s Pahi are quick aftd fubtfe. 

Ycbi Ut fays : The Ftu tin ttnd thfe %& UH> tfre* 
pther Plants, are & kind of Officers belonging to Gi>* 
fe&£ ; This Root hath in Antipathy to Larid that fc- 
tx>unds with Vitriol, sind to Salts \ the Li loto* Whfch 
is another Plant, is dire&ly contrary to it, 

Tuenjou fays : The Ginfing joined with the Fou lin x 
Which feryes it for a Vehicle, and taken at the Mouth* 
repairs the Spirits of the Brt^ft, and dlflipates ahV 
foreign Heat of the Ltings, 

The Gin feng taken with the Fou lin repairs the ra- 
dical MoiftUre of the Abdbtaen, and diffipate* thf 
Heat bf the Reins * it cures the Heftt of the Rdh$ f 
being taken with the Plant Scorzontra 5 it reebvefrs fet 
lbft Pulfe if join'd with dry Ginger, ahd likewife for- 
tifies the Vital and Animal Spirits. 

Meou fays: The Gin ft*g taken With the Hong ki % 
jnd with Liquorifh is a hdble Reiftedy % ahd is this 
* Coin- 
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China, Chines e/Farta*y, &c. 

Competition is mild it afiwagea feverifh Heats, it 
caufts both hoc and humid Vapours to exjhale, and 
reftores the radical Moifture; 'tis likcwife an excellent 
Remedy to be adminifter*d to thofe who have any 
Impofthumes. 

Tekm ken fay&: The Li lou? a kind of Herb, bears 
a great Eiwnky to the Ginfeng, and that by mixing 
the tenth part of an Ounce of the former with a whole 
Ounce of the latter you may deprive it of all its 
Virtue. 

the Virtues* Properties and Effefts of tb* Root 
of Gin feng. . 

I T fortifies the noble Parts, fixes the Animal Spi- 
rits, cures the Palpitations occafton'd by fudden Frights, 
difpels malignant Vapours, makes the Sight clear, 
opens and dilates the Heart, and ftrengthens the Judgr 
ment : When it is taken a confidcrable time together 
it makes the Body light and a&ive, and prolongs 
Life •, this is taken from the Author himftlf, I mean 
Cbi tchin. 

It warms the cold Stomachs and Inteftines, cures 
Pains and Swellings in the Belly, remedies the Dis- 
orders of the Heart, the Obftru&ions of the Brcaft, 
and Evacuations either by Stool or Vomiting : It re* 
eftablifhes the ijpper Orifice of the Stomach, prevents 
Dropfies, relieves Obftru&ions in the Veflels, refblves 
Callofities which are formed in the Inteftines, pene- 
trates into the Veins and Blood, and quenches Thirft : 
This is taken from different Authors. 

It i$ excellent for the Cure of all kinds of Difeafca 
which weaken and emaciate the Body, as likewife for 
Debilities oceafion'd by exceflive Labour either of the 
Body or Mind •, it remedies Vomitings, and the DiA 
orders of {he Heart ; fortifies the noble Parts, and ge- 
nerally all the Inteftines •, it diflblves Phlegm in the 
Stomach, cures the Weaknefs of the Lungs, is good 
againft malignant Fevers arifing from cold Seafons, 

B 4 when 
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ifehen they arc attended with a Vomiting; againft 
Faintings, Interruptions of Sleep by troublefbme 
Dreams and Phantoms ; it muft be taken for a cons- 
iderable time together : This is extracted from the 
Author Tcbin kiuen. 

:•' Itaffifts Digeftion, whets the Appetite, renovates 
•die-Vital and Animal Spirits, and is a Counter-poifon 
to the Venom which is drawn from Stones or Metals : 
This Account is from Ha tning. 

It fortifies weak Lungs, remedjp&jiif feeble and pre- 
cipitated Refpiration, as likewijfcdhe Afthma and a 
fhprt Breath ; it diflipates Heats in the Heart, Lungs, 
Liver and Stomach ; it appeafes Thirft, and produces 
Lymph in the Blood ; in a word it is good againft all 
Maladies in both Sexes, which proceed from want of 
Spirits or from Weaknefs j it cures Fevers which are 
attended with Sweatings ; is good againft Vertigo's, 
Dimnefs of Sight, Pains of the Head, Diforders of 
the Stomach and Vomitings ; againft intermitting Fe- 
vers, inveterate Diarrheas, and the Tenefmus ; againft 
Fainting and Laflitude, againft Wind or Inflammation? 
in. the Inteftines, againft Spitting or Vomiting of 
Blood, againft the Bloody-Flux, and all forts of Mala- 
* .dies peculiar to Women both before and after- Pregr 
nancy* 1 

RECEIPTS. 

tfhere are nine Ancient ones, and fixty-eight Modern ones,. 

Eleffuary of Gin feng. 

. T A K E ten , Ounces of Gin/en^ cut it into fmall 
Slices, put it to infufe in twenty fmall Porcelain Vef- 
fels of Spring or River Water till it is thoroughly 
ifoaked, and then pour the whole into a Stone or 
Silver Veflel, boiling it over a gentle Fire made qf 
Mulberry- wood 'till half the Water is wafted ; then, 
Jiaving ftrain'd off the Juice, pour ten middling 
porcelain Vefiels of Water upon the grofs Subftance, 

an4 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



China, Chinese-Tartar, fife. 

and let them boil till they are reduced to five ; take 
this Juice, and add five Cups of Water to the ten 
Veflcls which you had before (trained off; boil it 
over a gentle Fire till it comes to the confidence of aa 
Ele&uary, which you may dole up in a proper Vef- 
fel, and wten you make ufe of it dilute it with a. 
Liquor fuitable to the Diftemper you take it for. 

Tan ki fays : A Man intirely debilitated by De- 
bauchery fell into what was generally thought an incura- 
ble Diftempov ^jfagn by the means of aDeco&ion made 
with green (j&gS^nd the Rind of the Root of the 
Fruit called Coit"pi'* J with which I diluted the 
Eledtuary of Gin feng> I made a perfect Cure of 
him. 

. Tcbing bicng was feized with a kind of ltnefmusl 
which had been occafioned by a Debauch ; he fell at 
once into fainting iPits?, and loft all power of Thought; 
his Hands were extremely numb'd,* his" Eyes dim> 
and his whole Body in a violent Sweat; he* could 
not retain his Urine, and had a very' high and irregular 
Pulfe ; all which Symptoms difcover'd plainly $n al- 
mod entire Lofs of the Radical Moifture. I order'd 
fome of this Elcftuary of Ginfeng to be immediately 
prepared*' and applied a Cauftick of a kind of Mug- 
wort tbthe Abdomen juft below the Navel y upon this 
the left Hand immediately recovered Motion, ,and af- 
ter having applied more of the Cauftick the Lips and 
Mouth began to ftir a little ; I likewife made hira 
take a midling Cup of the Ele&uary of Gin feng\ 
and about a Minute after three more, upon which his 
Eyes began to move ; he had not taken three Pound 
before his Speech returned, and after having taken a- 
bout five Pound his Tenefinus was ftopt ; and when he 
had taken about ten Pound in the whole he found 
himfelf perfectly cured ; when if he had been treated 

I - i^ ■■■■■ i^ a^ aMMa^^BWM* 

* An Orange. 

as 
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as we treat thofe in Apople&ick Fits he had been * 
dead Man. . 

A Perfon had an Abfcefe in his Back, and after ha- 
iring taken the Medicine called Nad to cbe fiten the 
Abfcefi increased, and a great quantity of Pus came 
jrom it, which was followed with exceflivc Vojniting,. 
and a high Fever ; the * firPuHes of his Hands were 
deep, ftifF, and ftrong, which are all very had Symp- 
toms in thefe Cafes : I made him prefently take fomc 
of the Eleftuaiy of Ginfeng> dilated with die Water 
diftilled from Bamboo when it is frdh gathered j he 
cook in all about fix Pound of the Gin feng , and a 
large quantity of the Bamboo^ after which he found 
himfelf perfectly cured. 

Ten Days after there happen'd to be a furious high 
Wind, when the Abfcefs formed kfelf a fecond time, 
and filled with Matter ; there appeared in die middle 
of it a red Line, which paffine below the Shoulder- 
blade terminated on the right fide ; I inftantly ordered 
jbmc of the Ekftuary of Gin fettr to be made, and 
that he Ihould take it in fomc of the Deco&ion of 
Cong couei and Orange-Feel, putting fomc Bamboo* 
Water and Ginger- Juice in it: After having taken 
three Pound weight of this Medicine the Abfcefi broke, 
and the Patient, being afterwards treated in aright Me- 
thod, was cured. 

If after the breaking of an Abfcefs the Patient finds 
his Blood and Spirits exhaufted, if he vomits, and can 
take nothing, or has other unfavourable Symptoms, 
he mull talce of Gin feng, Hoang ki> and Tan couei* 
equal quantities, which when boiled to the confidence 



* When the Chinefe JW the Pulft, they do it to hath goad* on* 
after the other % they lay three Fingers on the Artery \ which three Fix.** 
gers are clofe to each other , and thePulfe which anfwers to each Finger 
has a particular Name, which makes three Pnlfes to each Hand i obey 
fretend to fay that each Pulfe marks the. T^ifpofuim of the *yital Farts 
which anfwer to i/ n 
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of an Electuary will prove an excellent Remedy 
for it. 

A btcffifhnfor the stmiuub. 

S HG fays : To cure any Opprefflon in the 
fcreaft, Obftructions in the Stomach, or Ptatfifas, 
they make ufe of the following Deco&ton : they 
take Ginfetit, Pe tcbu (which u the Root of a Plant) 
dry'd Ginger, and jLiquorice, three Ounce Weight of 
each fort, which they boil in eight large China* ware 
Veflels containing eight Meafures of Water, Until the 
whole be reduced to three Mcafuras, when a Mea- 
fure mint be given at each Dole three times a Day, 
augmenting or diminishing the Dofe as the Symptoms 
demand. 

From the Dynafties of Tfin asd%, down to that 
Af fang, there Was nOPbyfieian of Reputation who 
did not ctaftantly make vie of tikis Remedy in at! 
Diforders which afitehd the Belly dr Htout* making 
fometimes Deco&ions of thdfefoor Drags, and fotne* 
times a kind of Pilb itolxM op wfch Honey, in each 
of which Shapes they produced wondertul£ffijfts. 

4 fycotJion invented ly the tbr*e Wife Men. 

THIS Decoftieft fe good for thofe who have 
weak Stomachs, and want an Appetite * it is excel- 
lent for all Dilbrders which proceed from Inanition, 
and from the Spirits being exhausted > They take a 
Dracnm of Ginftte, two Drachms of Pe tcbu (which 
is me Root of a Plant) one Drachm of white Fou 
H» t five Drachms of Liquorice dfyM before the Fire, 
three Slices bf green Ginger, One Jujube, and two 
tubs of Water, which they boil till it comes to half 
the quantity i This Remedy muft betaken lukewarm 
and rafting, augmenting or diminifhing the Dole ac- 
cording to the Strength of the pifeafe, 
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'To procure an Appetite, and dijfolve Phlegm. 

WHEN the Appetite is loft (this is equally for 
Children and Perfons advaricecj in Years) take two 
Ounces of Gin feng dry'd before the Fire, infufe it in 
fhe Juice : of 'Ginger and Pen Ua, which is a kind of 
Plant ; then let it dry, and take the quantity of half 
an Ounce of it, which you muft reduce to a Powder ; 
then taking the Flower of Meal, mix it up with it 
into Pills of the fize of a fmall Pea, which fhould be 
adniiniftred to the Patient three times a Day in a De- 
co&ion of Ginger, thirty-five at a time, after eating, 

. • A Receipt for Weaknefs, and want of Appetite. 

WHEN you perceive in yourfelf a want of 
Appetite, take half a Pound of crude Ginger, and 
exprcfs the Juice of it •, take likewife ten Ounces of 
Honey, and four Ounces of the Powder of Gin feng ; 
boil the whple to "the confiftence of an Ele&uary, and 
then take about the fize of a Hazel-nut of it diffolved 
in w^rm Water. 4 

A Receipt for weak Stomachs, and for the Diforders 
of the Heart. 

WHEN, amongft the Matter,, which is thrown 
off the Stomach by vomiting*, you find a good deal of 
Phlegm mix'd, take one Ounce of Gin feng, and two 
Cups of Water ; put both together on the Fire, and 
let them flay till one half is wafted ; then mix with 
them a fmall Cup of Bamboo^zttx, and three Spoon- 
fulls of the Juice of green Ginger ; make the Patient 
drink this fome confiderable time after a Meal, and 
let him continue it till the Difterpper leaves him ; 
this Medicine has more effed: upon old People than 
others. 
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A Receipt for cold. Stomachs which retain no 
Nourijhment. 

WHEN a Patient. can't digeft his- Food he 
muft take Gin feng r -Cloves, the Wood called. Co 
hiang, two Drachms and a half of each ; five Drachpis: 
or more of the outward Coat of Orange-peel, and 
three Slices of greea Ginger ; boil the whole in three 
Cups of Water till only one remains, and let the Pa- 
tient drink it^quite warm. 

A Receipt for Vomitings occaftoned by a Decay of 
the Stomach. 

WHEN Perfons throw up their Nourishment a& 
foon as they have taken it down, and find themfelve* 
extremely weakened, and in a manner half dead, let 
them take three Ounces of the beft Ginfeng* bruife it 
in a Mortar, put it into a large Veflel of Water, and 
let it boil till it is reduced to two fmall Cups, then 
drink of it very warm twice a Day ; after this t^ke 
of die Juice of Ginger, put it to Tome Rice, adding 
thereto the white of an Egg with the white of Couei, 
and make a Rice Liquor of it, which the Patient 
may drink of: A Perfon named Li, a Mandarin of 
the Tribunal of Arms, is the Author of this Receipt ; 
being fent by the Court to Ho nan he was attacked 
by this Diftemper for above two Months together, 
without receiving any Benefit from all the Medicines 
which were given him -, this was the occafion of his 
finding out this Remedy by which he was fb foon 
cured, and which he communicated to the moft ce- 
lebrated Phyficians as foon as he returned to Court. 

Againft Reaching*, and an Inclination to Vomiting. 

TAKE half an Ounce o£ Ginfeng, and the fame 
quantity of the Heart of "a Cinamon-tree, boil them 
in two midling Chiha-ware Veffels of Water, and give 
it to the Patient to drink. 

For 
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For q Loojenefc qnd Vomiting. 

WHEN the DifoK*r k obftinatc take twd 
Ounces of Ginfeng^ three Ounces of the outward 
Coat of Onuigrad, one Ounce of green Ginger % 
boil the whole ki fiat Meafures of Water, and divide 
k into throe Doles. 

WHEN the Patient fweats, and Ac Sweat re- 
enters the Pores, when the Respiration* are fhort* 
and Dkomeff stud GJMncft «f fflP H«d affiftd, you 
muft take half an Oiwce pf Gm feng^ one Ounce of 
Fou #& prepared* which divide into four pgutp, adding 
to each part t«i Slices pf green Ginger with two 
Cups of Water, and boil diem till the one half only 
remains, which you may give the Patient # fome 
confiderahk time after he has taken any Food* 

FcribtJ$bfMof<MdbtilV<mm> 

T H I S tjomes on when the Hood j-^tyr&s tiM£ 
the Breaft and enters the Luqgi, which is a very 4mw 
gerous Difprder : Take one Ounce of Ginfing pul- 
vcris'd, two Ounces of Sou tneou 9 which is a 9&zil 
Wood, pour upon them two large Cups of Water, 
and boil the whole till fc is ditpiniflxcd one Jb^lf, *> 
which add fome owe Bpwder of Gm fing> and let 
the Patient .take it : This Medicine cerates imipe,* 
diately. 

For Woman after Dtlvoery* when Jhtfindf her JBlood 
in great Agitation. 

TAKE one Ounce of Ginfeng, .h^lf an Ounce of 
ifefou, which is a plant, three fmall Cups of the 
Urine of a Child., of Wine, and of Water ; then 
boil the whole together, and give it the Patient to 
drink. 

For 
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For 4xil kind* cf fPeakntfs which happen after Delivery. 

% Wfl E N Women newly delivered have a Fever* 
and fweat very much, take an equal quantity of Gin 
fing and Tang couei, and reduce them to Powder, then 
cot the Kidney df a Hog in fmall Slices, having firft 
taken dff the Membrane that covers it, and bou it ia 
three Bafons of Water, with a large Spoonful of the 
Rice called No mi, and two Heads of Chibhols 5 
when the Rice is boiled you'll take from it a midling 
Veflel of Liquor, which you muft mix with the a- 
bovementioned Drugs, and boil it till the Liquor be 
reduced to an eighth part.; this muft be taken warm, 
and felting. 

For Women who have greed Loji of Blood after 
Dtlwery. 

WHEN Women have loft great 'Quantities of 
Stood take Ginfeng, Hempfeed ftript of its Husk, 
the Bark of TJe, and fbme Bran ; reduce the whole 
to a Powder, then make k into Pills of the <fize rf 
a fmall Pea with darificd Honey * take fifty of them 
at a time, and -make ufeof a Deco&ion of Rice to 
\wafli them down. 

For Women when the Child is turned the wrong way* 
the Feet coming foremoft. 

TAKE a Drachm of Ginfeng, and as much In- 
cenfe pulverisM, half an Ounce of die Mineral called 
Tan cbe \ pound the whole together, then dilute it 
* with the white of an Egg, and about half a Spoonful 
of the Juice of green Ginger, and give it to the Patient 
to drink cold, upon which both the Mother and 
Child will be immediately relieved, for the Medicine 
operates in an inftant. 

Againft Melancholy and OppreJJion at Heart. 

BOIL an Ounce of pulveris'd Ginjeng, and ten 
Ounces of the Eat of a Hog, mwc it thoroughly with 

good 
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good Wine, and give it the Patient twice a-day, a 
fmall Cup at a time ; after he has taken it a hundred • 
Days fuccefiively he'll find his Eyes grow bright 
and lively, and his other Senfes revive : This Me- 
dicine has moreover the Virtue to cure other Difor- 
ders which arife from Wind, excefs of Heat, or from 
Phlegm. 

For the Palpitation of the Hearty attended with 
Sweating. 

WHEN the Heart is deficient of Spirits prepare 
five Drachms of Gin feng y and as much more of 
Tang couei ; then take two Kidneys of a Hog and 
boil them in two Cups of Water till it is reduced to 
one Cup and a half ; then taking out the Kidneys, 
cut them in fmall Slices, and boil them together with 
the Ginfeng and Tang couei which you had prepared, 
till the whole be reduced to eight parts in ten \ eat 
thefe Kidneys with the Deco&ion felling, after which 
take the grofe part of this Compofition, dry it before 
the Fire, and pulverife it x ; then make Pills of it 
4 with the Powder of the Root Chan yo> about the fize 
of a large Pea, of which the Patiept may take fifty 
at a time, with: a little of the Ptifane of Jujubes^ ^nd 
v which muft be a confiderable time after having taken 
any Food; two Dofes of this Medicine generally 
-prove a Cure : Some have inferted two Drachms of 
Incenfe in this Receipt. 

For Fevers which are caufed by Inanition. 

TAKE Ginfeng of Chang tang, of Tchai hoti, 
of Tn tcheouy each three Drachms, one Jujube, and 
three Ounces of green Ginger •, boil the whole in a 
Cup and an half of Water till there remains but feveii 
parts in ten ; this Medicine muft be given lukewarm 
to the Patient, and a good while after having taken 
Food •, he muft take it twice a-day, and continue to 
do fo till the Diftemper has left him. 

For 
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For the Lungs when- exhaujied by Shortnefs of Breath, 
and other inveterate Diforders of Refpiration. 

TAKE three. Ounces of Gin feng pulverised, 
with the Jelly of Hartfhorn dried and reduced to a 
Powder ,< then take a Cup of the Deco&ion of Po 
hi and Teou cbi, with a little Onion ; boil the whofe 
once or twice, then pour it into the Veflel with the Gin 
feng , and whenever you find yourfelf inclined to cough 
take a midling Draught of it s this is ah excellent Re- 
medy in thefe Cafes. 

For a Confumption attended with Spitting of Blood. 

WHEN the Difordcr is inveterate you mud 
firft flop the Spitting of Blood with the Che yo fan, 
which is a Powder of ten Ingredients ; when the Pa- 
tient is extremely fatigued crude Gin feng is the moft 
effcdtual Remedy, take one Ounce of the beft there- 
fore, likewife five large Jujubes, with two Cups of 
Water boiled till only one Cupful remains, which 
is the quantity of a Dofe; after taking this Sleep 
will come on, and the Difcafe will be difpell'd ; how- 
ever it muft be continued for five or fix times more, 
the Patient in the mean time obferving a proper Re- 
gimen. 

For Hemorrhages, or Lofs of Blood. 

WHEN there happens to be a Rupture of fbme 
Veflel in Difeafes caufed by violent Paflions or excef- 
five Debauchery, a large quantity of Blood iflues either 
from the Mouth or Nofe ; if this be not remedied 
immediately the Difeafe will become too powerful 
for any Medicine : The following is an excellent 
one. 

Take of Gin feng and dry it before the Fife, of 
Cyprefs, which muft firft be boiled and then dried 
before the Fire, likewife King kiai roafted, and Tfun 

Vol. IV. C fwg, 
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fwg, of each half an Ounce, which you muft reduce 
to a Powder, and mixing them with three Drachttts 
of the Flower of Corn dilute them with frefh Wa- 
ter •, thus it becomes a kind of clear Pafte, which the 
Patient muft take frequently in fmall quantities ; the 
firft time it is taken the Bleeding will inftantly 
ceafe. 

For, a Dropjy. 

TC HlN, in the Medicines for a Dropfy which, 
Had been delivered down to him by Tradition from 
Father to Son, prefcribes one Ounce of Ginfengznd 
two Ounces of the Herb Fen tfao, likewife half a 
Drachm of the Brains of a Hog infufcd in the Gall of 
the fame Animal, and pulveris'd after being thorough- 
ly dried by the Fire •, make up all this into Pillsr 
with Honey of the fize of a Nut, which may be 
given one at a time in cold Water. 

For malignant Fevers. 

The following Remedy is excellent for all forts of 
People, Men or Women, young or old, Women 
with child or not •, although the Diftetnper is very in- 
veterate, and threatens immediate Death, though the 
Pulle be in a manner gone, and the Patient delirious, 
after the feventh Day of the Difeafe there is no dan- 
ger of failing in the Cure by this Medicine y for which 
reafdn they have given it the Name of To thing fang^ 
that is to fay The Medicine which reftores loft Life.- 

Take an Ounce of Gin feng 9 and boil it in tw<* 
Gups of Water over a fierce Fire till one half be 
* wafted, cool it in Well- Water, and then give it the 
Patient to drink ; foon after a Sweat will proceed from 
the Nofe, the Pulfc will return, and he'll find himfelf 
inftantly cured. 

Sou tao congj Prefident of one of the fix Sovereign 
Courts fays : I made ufe of this Remedy to relieve 
nigh a hundred feveral Perfons > and when I was Go- 
vernor 
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ycrnor of a City of the third Order th6 Wife and Chil- 
dren of one of my Affiftants were feized with a malig- 
nant Purple Fever; when I made them take this Me- 
dicine, and tured them by that means. 

For Btindnefs occajiorid by drinking too much Wine. 

. THERE was aftrong vigorous Man who loved 
to drink Wine extremely hot, this Man was fuddenly 
ieized with a Diftemper that made him blind, and . 
had a flow unequal Pulfe, which was the efieft of hi$ 
drinking exceffively of hot Wine; his Stomach was 
deftroy'd, his Blood ftagnated in it and corrupted, 
which was the Caufe of his Diforder ; they made hini 
4 Decoftibn of the Brazil Wood, into which they 
put a Drachm of the Powder of Ginfeng\ the fecond 
Day that they gave it him his Nofe and the Palms of 
his Hands became livid, which proceeded from the 
Blood's beginning to circulate which had ftagnated in 
die Stomach ; then they took the Decodion in which 
they put Brafil-Wood, Peach-Kernels, Hong boa, and 
the outfide Rind of dried Orange-Peel, to feafon the 
Powder of Ginfeng, and after the Patient had tatken it 
four Days he was perfectly cured. 

. IT is very difficult to underftand thoroughly the 
Names of Diftempers in China, and therefore we may 
perhaps be miftaken in the Names of fome of thefe 
Dileafes: We have given thefe Receipts, Word for 
Word, only that the Reader may form a Notion of 
the Sdhtiments of the. Cbinefe with regard to Phyfick, 
and the manner in which they make up their Medi- 
cines. . .. \ .. 

At pirefent the Ginfeng pays- a great Duty to the 
Emperor, and 'tis Death to defraud him of any part 
of it» Ginfeng comes to Peking from various Places, 
as Lea tong, Corea, and Northern Tartary.y it comes 
likewifc from Japan, but I believe that is not fq 

C 2 much 
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much efteemed : This Plant if good is at prefcnt very - 
dear, and is fold at leaft for fix times its Weight in 
Silver, and there is fome of it at Peking that fells 
for eight times its Weight in Silver, and often for 
more : It is prepared in the following mariner ; /they 
cut it firft of all in fmall Slices, and then boil it in a 
little Water ; the Veffels muft be of Earth, and covered • 
clofe, tho* People of Fortune have them of Silver 
made on purpofe : The Decoftion when (trained off is 
given to the Patient, and a little more Water is thrown 
upon the grofs part which remains, and it is boiled 
over again : The common Dofe is the tenth part of 
an Ounce. 

When they put Gin feng into any Medicine they 
commonly only pour this Dccoftion amongft it ; the 
Dofe is not fixed ; a Drachm and a half is thought 
very ftrong, but I have feen even three Drachms of it 
taken, nay fometimes five Drachms or more is given, 
but this is only upon extream occafions, as in cafe of 
an Apoplexy, or fuch like ; but here regard muft be 
always had to the Patient's Age, Conftitution, &c. 

A Chinefc Pound Weight is about nineteen of our 
Ounces and four Drachms : An Ounce is the fixtcenth 
part of a Pound, a Drachm the tenth part of an 

* Ounce, 'a Grain the tenth part of a Drachm, and 
thus oh, always diminifhing by the proportion often. 
Wherever therefore you meet with the Terms of 

. Ounces or Drachms you muft reduce them to our 
Standard, according to the Rule I have here laid 
down. 

The Chinefe call a Pound* King 5 an Ounce, Leang ; 
a Drachm, Tfien ; the tenth part of a Drachm, Fuen. 
Thefe Terms of Weights are common to Gold and 
Silver, becaufe in trading they make ufe of Scales to 
weigh them : There are a great number of Chinefe 
Herbals ; the laft which was compiled, and from 
which thefe Receipts are extraftcd, is entituled Pen 
tfao can mouy the Herbal which has a main Cord 

and 
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and Meffyes ; that is to fay that as a Net has a main 
Cord and Mefhcs, fo this Herbal has general Titles, 
under which the various matters it treats of are ranged, 
as the Mefhes are ranged and joined to the main Cord 
of the Net. 

We may remark," by the bye, that there is no Na- 
tion in the World which abounds fo much in odd 
Titles to their Books as the Chinefe Nation : The 
Names they give to Countries, and many other things, 
difcover this Singularity in them ; not but that thefe 
Names Frequently have a good jpieaning included in 
them. 



Of T E A, another Tlant made ufe of in 
Thyfick. 

TT H E Leaf which we call Tea, and which like- 
^ wife goes by that Name in the Province of Fo 
hen, is called Tcha in all the other Provinces : The 
Europeans g&ve it the Name of Tea, becaufe the Mer- 
chants of Europe, who firft pafTed by China in their 
Voyage to Japan, landed in the Province of Fo hen, 
where they firft came to the Knowledge of it. 

The Chinefe have given different Names to this Ve^ 
getable at different times ; they have called it Cou tcba> 
Cou cbe, Ming, Kie, &c. Song fays : • The Tcha 
which is gather'd in the firft Seafon is called fcha, and 
that which is gathered towards the latter Seafon is 
named Ming. 

The Explanation of different Authors. 

CHIN nong in the Chu king fays, that Tea grows 
in the Territory of Y tcheou, and in that of Chang 
ling, on the fides of the Roads ; that the fevereft Win- 
ter never kills it, and that they gather the Leaves the 
third Day of the third Moon, and dry them; We 

C 3 read 



Digitized by VjOOQ 1C 



22 7ie General History of 

read in the Book of Co pou 9 that the Shrqb which 
bears Tea produces Leaves in the Winter, which may 
be boiled, and Decodtions made thereof. 

Song fays, that at prefent the Shrub which bears 
Tea is found in the Provinces of Fo kien* Tcbe kiang 9 
Kiangfi) Hon quango in the Country of Hoai nan, and 
amongft the Mountains : It bears Leaves about the 
middle of Spring, which are then very tender ; they 
put them in Balneo Maria* and extraft a bitter Wa- 
ter from them, after which they dry them, reduce 
them into Powder, and then make a kind of Tea of 
it ; but this is not conformable with the Pra&jce of 
the Ancients. 

• Long yu in his Treatife concerning Tea lays, that 
the Tea which grows Southward is the beft ; the Tree 
which bears it is from one to two Foot high ; there 
are fome of twenty and thirty Foot in the Provinces 
of Chan/I* Chan tong* Se tcbuen y Csfc. and there are 
ibme of that fize that two Men can't clafp them round, 
but then they cut them down as uieleis : It bears a 
Flower like that of Jcffamine, but it has fix Leaves a- 
bove and fix below ; it produces a fmall Fruit of the 
Shape and Size of a little Apple, which hath fome- 
thing of the Tafte of a Clove; it has a Root like 
that of a Peach-tree ; the beft grows in ftony places, 
and the worft is what is found in fandy Ground : It 
is fown in the fame manner that Cucumbers or Pump- 
kins are, and at three Years end the Leaves may bt 
gathered; 7 

. The beft Tea grows in the middle of the Trees, 
which are moft expofed to the Sun, and arc a little 
Upon the purple Colour, for that which is quite Green 
is inferior to the other : The Tea whofe Leaves are 
long and large is the beft, on the contrary that which 
hath fmall fhort Leaves is* not efteem'd good; that 
which hath its Leaves curled is the moft valuable, and 
that wtiich hath them quite fmooth the worft : The 
•Leaves of this Tree in the fecond, third, and fourth 
. * » . , ■ , Moon 
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Moon are four and five Inches long, when planted in 
ftony places; Thefe tender Leaves muft be always 
gathered in the Morning when they are covered with 
Dew before Sun-rifing ; they grow from the middle 
of the Tree to the extremity of three, four or five 
Branches ; when they are gathered they muft be dry'd 
in Balneo Maries. There are ten thoufand forts of it, 
which have fo many different Names, £sfc. The true 
Tea is of a cold Quality, for there is only that which 
grows on the * Mong cban, a Mountain in the Terri- 
tory of Ta tcheouy which is of a moderately warm 
JNature, and which is made ufe of in Medicine. 

The Author of a Treatife on Tea, entituled Mao 
ven Ji 9 fays : The Mountain of Mong cban has five 
Points, upon which there are always Tea-Shrubs -, the 
middle Point is called Chang tfing fong^ where 
.there formerly lived a Bonze, who had been a long 
time troubled with a Diilemper proceeding from a 
cold Caufe ; this Bonze one Day met with an old 
Man, who told him that to gather the Tea on the 
middle Point of the Mountain Mong chan he ftiould 
chufe the Vernal Equinox, that is to fay a few Days 
before or after the firft Thunder was heard \ .then, 
faid he, employ as many Hands as you can procure 
to gather the three Days following all the Tea you 
can find: If ypu take one Ounce of this Tea, and in- 
fufe. it in fome Water of the fame Mountain boiling 
hot, it will be a fufficient Cure for the moft invete- 
rate Difeafes : Two Ounces of it will prevent any new 
JDiftempor ftom feizjng you, three Ounces will great- 
ly ftrerigthgn the whole Body and Conftitution, and 
if you take four Ounces you will become a true Tfier, 
that is to fay an eternal Inhabitant of the Earth. 

The Bonze, following the old Man's Advice, hosrd- 

ed up fcveral Ounces of this Tea, and before he had 

_ ^ *■- 

* This Mountain is in the Province of C^in tong, in the Xerri 
tory of Tfing tchcou fou. 

C 4 .ufed 
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ufed it all he found himfelf perfeftly cured of his Did 
eafe ; fince that time they conftantly gather the Tea- 
Leaves from the other four Points of this Mountain ; 
but for the fifth Point, as it is covered over with a thick 
Wood, and infefted with a great number of wild 
Beads, they dare not gather it often there, which is 
the reafon it is fold fo extremely dear : This Sort of 
Tea is fuperior to any other in the medicinal way. 
- Xfaifiang, fpeaking very minutely and exa&ly con- 
cerning the Tea of Fo kien 9 fays, that there is none 
but that to which they give the Name of La tcha : 
They bring a quantity of this Tea every Year to the 
Emperor, taking great Pains to dry it thoroughly in 
the Sun ; for the more it is expofed to the Sun-Beams 
the more excellent it is : All other forts of Tea, if in 
Leaves, is called Ta tcha, but if it js in Powder it is 
for that reafon called Mon tcha : It is only the Tea- 
Leaves of Ting tcheou that comes in the leaft near the 
Tea of Fokien, either for its Tafte or Qualities : There 
is one fort of Tea which is all of tender /Leaves of 
the length of an Inch and more, which pafles for a 
Te£ of the firft Rank, but the Excellency of it arifes 
entirely from the Nature of the Soil it grows in. 
Che tchin fays, that there is a wild Tea which 
- . grows of it fclf, and other Tea that grows after hav- 
ing been fown. In order to fow Tea they take its 
Seed, which is about the fize of the end of one's Fin- 
ger, pcrfeftly round and black, the infide of which 
being put in the Mouth feems at firft to have a fweet 
Tafte, and afterwards a bitter one. The Inhabitants of 
. the Province of Fo kien make an Oil of this Seed, 
jvhich they ufe for Sauce to their Meat : It is fown in 
the fecond Moon, when they put fix, feven or eight 
Seeds in one place at a time, tho* fometimes only one 
or two Shrubs fprout from them, the reafon of which 
is that the greateft part of thcfe Seeds are quite hol- 
low. The Cuftom of paying a Tribute of Tea every 
Year to the Emperor commenced from the time of 

the 
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the Monarchy of Tang, under the Reign of Te tfong, 
and has continued down to the prefent Reign, becaufe 
it is univerfally made ufe of by the Natives, as well as 
exported to the Weftern Parts of the World. 

Its Qualities. 

THIS Leaf has a Tafte partly bitter and partly 
fweet ; it has a fmall degree of Coldnefs in its Na- 
ture, but no malignant Quality. Tfang ki fays, that 
. Tea muft be drank hot, for it produces Phlegm when 
taken cold. Li ling fi fays, that when after having 
drank Wine one is diforder*d, and drinks Tea to 
quench Thirft it forces Urine, and produces a Cold- 
nefs and Pain in the Reins, Feet, and Bladder, which 
may often be the caufe of a Dropfy or Palfy : How- 
ever that be when you drink Tea you muft drink it 
hot, he fays, and in fmall Quantities, taking care a- 
bove all not to drink it failing, and when the Sto- 
mach is empty. 

Its EffeRs. 

THE Tea Leaf is good for Tumours or Tm- 
pofthumes in the Head, and for Diforders of the Blad- 
der ; it diflipates Heat which is caufed by any Phlegm 
or Inflammation in the Breaft, quenches Thirft, ^prevents 
Drowfinefs, and revives the Heart. This Account of 
it is taken from the Books of Chin nong. 

Sou cong tells us, that it removes Obftru&ions, 
helps Digeftion, and is extreamly wholfome when the 
Seed of Onion, Ginger, and Tcbu yu are join'd with 
it •,. it is a great Friend to the Inteftines if we believe 
Tfang ki: It purifies the Brain, clears the Sight, is 
good againft Wind pent up in the Body, and cures 
v£ethargies, fcfc. It likewife cures, they tell us, inflam- 
matory Fevers, and by giving it boiled in Vinegar 
will remove a Diarrhea and Tcnefmus, and produce 
other wonderful Effe&s. 

A Receipt 
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A Receipt for Lofs of Sprits, and Pains in the Head. 

T A K E of the bcft Tea in Powder, and make a 
thick Eleftuary, fliut it up in an earthen Cup, and 
turn it upfide-down, then take four Grains of Pa teou r 
and burn them at twice under the Cup thus turned in 
order to dry by its Smoke and Heat the Eledtuary 
contained in it, which afterward you may make up 
into a kind of Pafte : For a Dofe take about the 
Quantity of a fmall Nut, adding to it other Tea in 
Powder ; then boil them together, and give it the Pa- 
tient after a Meal. 

A Receipt for the Li tfi, or fenefmus, which is caufed 
by 'Heat, where the Excrements are bloody. 

MENG tfan fays: That a Tenefmus, which pro- 
ceeds either from Heat or Cold, is cured by Tea pre- 
pared in the following manner : Take a Pound of 
good Tea, dry it before the Fire, then reduce ; it to 
Powder, boiling it after this thoroughly in a proper 
quantity of Water, and thus let the Patient drink it. 

A Receipt for inveterate Pains at the Heart. . 

THOSE, who have been troubled with thefe Dis- 
orders for ten or fifteen Years together, need only boil 
fome of the Tea of Hon quang with good Vinegar, 
and drink of it, and it will prove an excellent Remedy. 

A Receipt for Women, after Delivery, whenjbey 
prove cofiive. 

INTO a Decoftion of Onions put a hundred 
fmall Pills of the Tea La tcba reduced to Powder ; 
Rhubarb is too violent a Medicine, for in thefe cafes, 
wjhen you make ufe of violent Medicines, not one Pa-* 
tient out of a hundred is cured. 
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A Receipt for a Pain in the Reins , attended with a 
difficulty of turning pnSs felf 

PUT two fmall Cups of Vinegar into five of Tea, 
and let the Patient drink the Liquor thus mixt. 

A Receipt againft all forts of Poifons. 

TAKE an equal quantity of fine T& called Ta 
tcba> and of Allum ; pound them together, and take 
the Powder in a little cold Water. 

A Receipt for the Itching of the Small-Pox. 

BURN the Leaves of Tea in your Chamber 
Night and Day, and confine the Smoke of it there. 

A Receipt againft Phlegm. 

TAKE Tea in the Bud, % fcbi tfe 9 which is akind 
of Almond, an Ounce of each fort ; boil them toge- 
ther, and give the Patient a large Cup of the. Liquor: 
This Medicine will carry off inveterate Phlegm. 

A Receipt againft the Diforders of the Hearty and a % 

Tendency to Vomit. 

TAKE the tenth part of an Ounce of powder'd 
Tea, and boiling it in Water mix with it the fame 
quantity of powdered Ginger, and give it the Patient, 
and he will find himfelf immediately recover'd by it. 



Of the SEED of TEA. 

Its Qualities. 

r^HE tcbing informs us: That it is of a fweet 
Tafte, of a cold Nature, and has fome kind of 
Malignity in it ; that it is good againft a Cough and 
Afthma, and diflblves Phlegm ; that when reduced 
to a Powder it is made ufc of to fcour Cloaths, and 
-will take out Greafe, or any other Spots. 
>'■.'■ A 
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A Receipt for an AJthma 9 when the Nofirils are 
ftuff'd up. 

T A K E a little Water in which that,kincTof Rice 
has been walh'd which is called iVi? am, bruife in it 
the Seed of Tea, diftil this Water Drop by Drop 
into the Noftrils, injoining the Patient to let it pais 
by fucking up his Breath *, then let him take a Bamboo 
Tube between his Teeth, and he will find a great 
quantity of Phlegm come away from his Mouth in 
an inftant ; after pradtifing this once or twice more 
the caufc of the Difeafe will be removed. 

A Receipt for an Afthma when it diforders the 
Refpiration. 

W H E N the Patient coughs take Tea and Pe-bo 
in equal quantities, reduce them to Powder, make 
fmall Pills of them, and give feventeen of them at 
each Dole in Water frefh from the Spring. 

A Receipt for a Noife in the Head. 

TAKE white Ants of the largeft fort with fome 
Seed of Tea, reduce them to a Powder and blow them 
up the Noftrils: This Remedy has a powerful EffedL 



Of the ELEPHANT. 

* 
f^ HI tcbin gives us the following Account : There 
arc Elephants in the Kingdoms of Tong king and 
Cochin china, and in the Provinces of Quangji, and T un 
nan : In the Weftern Countries there are whole Troops 
of wild ones, and their Kings ride on them after cau- 
fing them to be magnificently equip'd : There are of 
them of two Colours, the White and the Iron-grey * 
their Body is very large and unwieldy, they are ex- 
tremely ill-favour'd, have Eyes like a Hog, their four 

Legs 
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Legs are like fo many Pillars ; when they deep they 
gather up their Fore-legs, and lean on the Ground ; 
they can neither bow down their Heads nor turn their 
Necks ; their Ears lie very backward, and are quite 
clofed up ; their Trunk is as long as their Fore-legs, 
and hangs down to the Ground ; it is hollow and deep, 
and opens and fliuts ; they make ufe of this Trunk 
for eating and drinking by gathering it up and con- 
veying it tothe Mouth : The whole Strength of thi* 
Animal is united in its Trunk ; if it is wounded ia 
this part it is fure to die : Behind the Ear it has a 
hollow place cover'd with a Skin no thicker than 
Vellum, which if wounded is likewifc certain Death. 

From the two Corners of its Mouth proceed two 
large Teeth, between which the Trunk is fituated ; thefe 
Teeth in the Males are fix or fcven Foot long, but 
not more than a Foot in the Females ; they eat Grafs, 
Peafe, ( ane, Sugar, and drink Wine ; they arc afraid 
of Smoke, Fire, Lions, and a kind of Serpent called 
Pa : The Southern People kill thefe Elephants, and 
make ufe of Pits and Engines to throw them down 
with, or elfe plant a kind of Snare in the Places they 
frequent, called the Elephant's Shoe, which fcizes them 
by the Leg : If they want to take them alive they 
/ make ufe of one of the Females to feducc them into 
the Snare they have laid for them. 

When they have tamed thefe Animals, and given 
them Nourifhment for fome time, they become trada- 
ble, and are obedient to their Keeper, who manages 
them with an Iron Hook, by the means of which he 
makes them advance and retreat, or turn to the right 
or the left. 

Of the Fle/h of an Elephant. 

THE Flefli of an Elephant is infipid, and 
mild, without any pernicious quality ; when it is 
burnt, and the Alhes of it mixt wit^i Oil, they anoint 

the 
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th6 Head of thofe who hare fcald Heads with it, 
and they find a Cure by it. 

If they boil it when frefh without faking it, and 
drink the Decoftion, it will cure a Heat of Urine ; 
after being burnt and reduced to Afhes,. if it be taken 
in any kind of Liquor, it wil! flop a too great KJint 
of Urine, as it then contra&s the Qualities of Fire, 
and becomes by that means an Aftringent inftead of 
a Diaphoretic; 

Of the Spleen of an Elephant : the manner of preparing \ 
its Qualities and Ejfetts. 

KIO gives the following Diredtions: Whenever 
. you would make ufe of the Spleen of this Animal 
take care not to mix it with any thing ; this Spleerf 
when dried is ftreak'd and fpotted like the green Barn- 
loo ; bejfore you put it in any Compofition you muft 
reduce it to a fine Powder, in order to mix it the 
better with other Drugs : It is bitter, of a ebld Na* 
ture, and by that means a little ofFenfive. * . 

It clears the Sight, cures the Wind-Dropfy in Chii^ 
dren, as likewife Tumours, where there is any matter 
contained in them, for which purpofc it muft be difc 
Solved in Water, and the Parts affe<5ted be then anointed 
with it. 

Of the Eyes of an Elephant: their Effects. 

WHEN they are mix'd with a Woman's Milte> 
and the Liquor is diftill'd Drop by Drop into thq 
Eye, it proves a fovereign Remedy againft Diforders 
of that Part. 

N 

Of the Skin of an Elephant : Its Effettu' 

C HI tchin fays : The Wotfnds which an Elephant 
receives, either from an Ax or any other Weapon, 4 
are clofed up again in lefs than a^ Day, for ^hfch ffca- 
ion the Afhes of the Skin of this Animal are made ufe 
of for the Cure of Wounds chat are difficult tt ctefe ;'. 

Thi^ 
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This is Jikewife a fovercign Remedy for the Wind- 
Dropfy in Children, for which purpofe reduce it to 
Afhes, and mixing it with Oil anoint the afFeded Part 
with it. 

Of the Bones of an Elephant : Their Effefts. 

THEY prepare an Antidote againft Poifons of 
them : A little Bone, which runs crofs-^wife near the 
Breaft of this Animal, being reduced to Alhes and 
taken in Wine makes the Body more aftive, fupports 
k above Water, and aflifts a Man in fwimming. 

Take four Ounces of Elephant's Bone thoroughly 
dried over the Fire, one Ounce of To teou keou, which 
is a kind of Cardamom roafted over live Coals, and 
as much of the Bark of Tcbe dried well over the Fire, 
with two Ounces of Liquorice, and half an Ounce of 
dry Gingpr roafted over the Fire, reduce the whole 
to a. Powder, and take three Drachms of it for each 
Dofe in a Gallon of Water, which muft be boiled 
'till a fifth part is confumed : Take this Deco6Hon 
warm three times a Day after Meals, and it will prove 
a Cure for Wcaknefs and Diforder of the. Stomach 
and Liver, for Indigeftions, Vomiting after eating, the 
Cholera Morbus^ Dyfentery* Pains of the Belly in the 
Umbilical Regions, and a Tenefmus. 

Of t V C r R r. 

THERE are three forts of Ivory ; that which 
is taken from the Elephant after he is kilPd, and this 
is the beft ; that which is taken when he dies a natu- 
ral Death, which is not fo valuable ; laftly that which 
fheds of itfelf, and is found a long time afterwards on 
the Mountains, which is much inferior to both the 
other forts. 

Its Qualities and Effefts. 

FOR Heat of Urine, when it is attended with a 
Swelling and Tenfion, take crude Ivory, boil it in 
Water, and drink the Liquor. - For 
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For a too great Flux of Urine take Ivorjr and burn 
it, and after it is reduced to Afhes take of it in fomc 
proper Liquid. 



Of the CAMEL. 

"DOTHthe wild and tame Camels are found in the 
■*^ Countries which borderupon the NorthSide of China, 
and which are Weftward of the Yellow River : The 
Fat which comes from the Bunches on the Backs, both 
of the wild and tante, is equally made ufe of in 
Medicine •, at prefent the wild ones are only to be met 
with in the Country which lies North-Eaft of China. 
Chi tcbin gives the following Account of this Ani- 
mal : The Camel has very much the Refemblance of 
a Horfe in the Body, and has a Head like a Sheep ; 
it has a long Neck, and Ears that hang down ; it has 
three Joints to its Legs, and two Bunches of Flefh 
on its Back, which form as it were a kind of Saddle ; 
it chews the Cud/ endures Cold without fuffering in 
the leaft, and is naturally afraid of great Heat ; it 
will carry a thoufand Chinefe Pound Weight, and tra- 
vel two or three hundred Lys a Day ; It knows by 
natural Inftin6fc where there are Springs 7 of Water hid 
under Ground, and when the Wind is going to rife : 
If you dig in thofe Places where the Camels ftatnp 
with their -Feet you will difcover Water running un- 
der Ground : Hot Winds often rife in the ^Summer- 
time, which fuffocate Travellers in an inftant •, when 
the Camels flock together, making a great Outcry, 
and thruft their Snouts into the Sand, 'tis a fure fign 
that this Wind is on the point of blowing. The Belly 
of theft Creatures never touches the Ground when they 
fleep, and thofe of them, under whofe Belly one can 
perceive the Light when they are lain down, are 
called Mm to, or tranfparent Camels j thefe are able 

to 
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to travel the fkrtheft: There are fome of them to 
which they give the Name of Fonk kio to, or Camels 
with Feet of Wind, becaufe of their extream Fleet- 
nefs ; thefc will travel a thouland Lys a Day. 

Of the Fat of a Camel 

W E mean here the Fat which is found in their 
punches, which they call the Oil of Bunches ; thatof . 
the wild Camels is the beft in the Compofition of 
Medicines. 

Its Qualities and Effefls. 

I T is fweet, mild, and has no ofFenfive quality ; 
it cures Numbnefs in the Limbs, Ulcers, Impofthumes, 
mortify'd Flelh, a fhrinking of the Skin or Nerves: 
For this purpofc you muft boil it over the Fire, and 
rub the part affe&ed with it, that the Heat may ferve 
for a Vehicle to the Spirits to make them penetrate 
the Flefh. 

You -may make fmall x Loaves of it by mixing it 
with the Flour of Rice, and after having boiPd it 
may eat it as a Cure for the Piles : It is a Specifick 
in Confumptions, Wind-colicks, and Inanition ; it 
muft be taken mix'd with Aqua 'Vttce : For an univer- 
fal Numbnefs of all the Limbs, take a Pound of the 
Fat of wild Camels well purify 'd, mixing with it 
four Ounces of Butter, which muft be given three 
times a Day from half a Spoonful to a Spoonful at 
a time. 

Of the Flejh of a Camel : Its EffeSts. 

I T difpels Wind, makes the Refpiration free, for* 
tifies the Nerves, and cures Boils and Impofthumes. 

Of the Milk of a Camel : Its Effetls. 

I T ftrengthens the Breaft, reanimates and augments 
the Spirits, fortifies the Bones and Nerves. 

Vol. IV. D Of 
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Of the Hair of a Camel : Its EfftSfs. 

THE Hair under the Chin of this Animal whe** 
burnt, and the Afhes of it taken in Water* cure* 
the internal Piles ; about a Spoonful of it is a proper 
quantity for a Dofe. 

Of the Dung of a Camel: Its Effefc. 

WHEN it is dry*d and reduced to a Powder it 
will ftop a Bleeding at the Nofe by being blown in- 
to it : When they burn it the Smoke which proceeds 
from it deftroys Gnats, and all kinds of Vermin. 



Of the Hai Ma, or the. Sea-Horfe. 

•TT H I S Creature is Fikewife calPd Ghoul ma> or 
A Water-Horfe. Song king fays : That this Fifti is* 
of the Cmw-fiih kind, and that it refembles a Horfe 
in its Make ; for which reafon they give it the Name 
of Hai ma, or Sea-Horfe. 

Explanation of diverfe dutbors. 

fSJNG K /fays: The Sea-Horfe is found in 
the Southern Ocean* and refembles a Horfe ; it is five 
or fix Inches long, and is of the Kind of Hia, as 
Graw-filh.are: Nan tcheou y ne tcbi, that is to fay- 
the Book which treats of curious things, gives the* 
following Account of it : The Hai ma is of a yellow 
Colour, a little inclining to the Grey: When a. Wo- 
man is under the greateft extremity in Labour you 
need only put this Infeft into her Hand, and Ihe will 
be immediately deliver'd with the utnjoft Facility. 

In the Su piao^ &c. we have this Account of it : 
There is in the Sea a kind of Fifli, the Head of 
which refembles that of a Horfe, it has a fort of 
Sqout hanging down, and is of a yellow Colour* a 

little 
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Ihtte inclining to the Black ; Sea-men frequently catch 
therti, but not to cat ; when they have dry'd them 
they either roaft or broil them to affift Women in 
Dfeliveryi 

lis Qualities and Effefis* 

THE Hai ma has a fweet Tafte, is of a naturt 
moderately warm, without being in the leaft venomous* 
and produces the following Effcdts : When a Wo- 
man is difficult to be ddiver'd carrying thte Crea- 
ture about her flie will produce very good Confer 
quefices : When the time of Delivery is near you itiuft 
burn it, reduce it to Powder, and give it the Patient 
to take, putting a whole one into her Hand at the 
lame time, and flie will immediately find herfelf re- 
lieved. Sou long fpcaking of the fame Creature fays : 
That it generoiifly warms the noble Parts, is good a- 
gainft peftilential and other invenom'd Tumours, and 
above all is good for the Difcafe calPd Hiao quia, or 
Lunar Difcafe, which feizes the Patient the nrft and 
fifteenth Day of each Moon in fuch a manner that 
he can neither eat nor drink, and is difbrdered for " 
tliofe two Days with a perpetual ratling in his Throat : 
There are fome People who have been affii&ed with 
this Diftemper from their Infancy to a great old Age* 

A l)eco5iion of Hai ma. 

THIS Deco&ioil is good for the Difeafe t have 
been juft fpcaking of-, when it is inveterate take a 
couple of Hai ma, & Male and a Female, one Ounce 
of Mou Hang, which is an odoriferous Wood,' of • 
roafted Rhubarb and Pe kien two tenths of an Ounce 
each, forty nine Grains of Pa teou^ and two Ounces 
of Tfing pei ; infufe the whole in a Child's Urine till it 
is quite foaked, and the Pa teou becomes of a' purple 
Colour, after which it muft b£ put to fteep feven 
DkyS longer in tfie Urihe, then takb it out," and fry- 
ing fbttte Wheat Btert till if becomes quite yellbV, 

D z take - 
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take the Skin of Pa teou and caft it into it, then add this 
Skin to the other Ingredients above-mentioned, and 
pound them together in a Mortar : Give the Patient 
for a Dofe, going to reft, two tenths of an Ounce of 
this Powder in a Difti of Tea, after having boiled it 
four or five times. 



Of the Che hiai, or petrify f d Crab-fifh. 

The Defcripion of it taken from divers Authors. 

TT H E Che hiai, or petrify'd Crab-fifh, is found in 
^ the Southern Sea of China ; it is generally faid 
that 'tis of the common kind of Crab-fifh, which af- 
ter a great length of time is petrify'd by means of the 
Sand which mixes with the Water near thq Shore, and 
penetrating with that into their Bodies fixes there, and 
grows hard by degrees till it forms a kind of Stone, 
for the Crab-fifh come out of the Sand which is on 
the Sea Shore every Tide, and bury themfelves in it 
again when the Tide goes out : This petrify'd Fifh, 
wjien pounded and reduced to a fine Powder, enters 
into the Compofition of all forts of Medicines, and 
is of great ufe in Ph^fick. 

It is faid in a Book entituled Hat tfi lou ; That in a 
Town which is in the Diftridt Ngai tcbeou, called Tu 
tin j there is a Stream about half a League in length, 
wherein there is a kind of fattifh Earth of a very cold 
Nature, which penetrating by means of the Water 
into the Bodies of the Crab-fifh, and not being able to 
circulate with the Juices, hardens gradually into Stones, 
and thence have the name of petrify'd Crab-fifh given 
to them by thofc who find them. 

Its Qualities. 
THE petrify'd Crab-fifh has a fait Tafte, is of a 
cold Nature, and has no pernicious or ofienfive Qua- 
lity. Ih 
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Its Effetts. 

IT cures cutaneous Diforders which proceed from. 
Debauchery, Pimples, and other fiich like Tumours ; 
it is an Antidote againft all forts of Poifons j it is like- 
wife good againft a venemous kind of Worm bred in 
the Body, called Cou tou ; it is made ufe of with good 
Succefs in contagious Fevers, aflifts in Delivery, con- 
tributes to the Motion and Circulation of the Blood : 
It muft be pounded in warm Water and then given 
to the Patient ; when pounded in Vinegar it is ufed to 
rub grofs Ulcers with, and other inveterate Humours.. 

A* Receipt for LaJJitude, and for Pain and Swelling , 

of the Throat, 

POUND petrify'd Crab-fifh in Quick-filver, 
and rub the affefted Part with it by means of a 
Feather, 

Of MUSK: Its Preparation. 

HIAO tells us : That when we would make ufe 
of Musk the beft way is to take it entire with the 
Purfe that contains it ; this Purfc muft be open'd on 
thofe Days of the Year which have the Mark of the 
Letter Tfe annexed to them (according to the CUnefe 
Period, which confifts of two different Numbers of 
ten and twelve Letters ; thcfe combinM together make 
the Period of fixty, or elfe of fixty couple of Let- 
ters, the different Names of which diftinguifh their 
Years, Days and Hours) after this you muft bruife it 
a little. 

Its Tap. 

I T is of an infipid Tafte, of a Nature a little cold, 
but without any Malignity: fchin kiuen tells us 
that Musk, is infipid, and that it is a great Enemy 
to the Eye ; it is likewife faid that we muft not fuffer 
Jt to come nigh the Nqfc, becaufe it contains little 
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white Infefts, which penetrate to the Brain ; and likewife 
if thofe who arc troubled with an inveterate Itch carry 
any of it about them it will penetrate their Skin, and 
be the caufe of fome new Diftemper. 

Its Virtues and Ufes. 

I T pprifies a bad Air, clears away the three forts 
of Infefts which breed in the Stomach of fome fick 
JPerfons, is good for intermitting Fevers, and for E>i£ 
prders occafion'd by fudden Frights ; when frequently 
ufed it conquers the malignity of all Difeafes, and 
prevents troublefome Preams. 

Pao po tfe gives us the following Information: 
When you go amongft the Mountains you muft put a 
litde Ball of Musk between the Nail and Flefh of one 
of your Toes, which will prove of great Efficacy a- 
gainft Serpents : The reafpn bf this is that the Ani- 
mal from which the Musk is procured feeds uppn Ser- 
pents, and confequently the Musk has the Virtue of 
making them avoid any Perfon ; it is good likewifc 
againft the Bite of a Serpent, and ag^inft the Venom 
of certain little Infefts that ar£ found in ftanding Wa- 
ters \ it deftroys Worms which are bred in the Sto- 
mach, and all kinds of Infefts which infeft the En- 
trails ; it is good againft intermitting Fcycrs, carries 
off Phlegm produced by Wind, and in a word is fqc- 
cefsful againft the malignity of all kinds of Difeafes : 
It forwards Conception in Women, generoufly warms 
the noble Parts, and cures a Tenefmus which proceeds 
from a cold Caufe ; when diluted a little with Water 
it cures fudden Chillnefs in young Children, fortifier 
the Heart, and has the Virtue of bringing all kinds of 
Tumours and Impofthumes to a Suppuration, £s?r. It 
penetrates into all the Channels of the Body, opens 
the Veffels, enters the very Fleih and Bones, digefts 
cold Fruits and Vegetables which are apt to Jje on the 
Stomach, cures the Diforders occafioned by Wind, is 
good againft Phlegm, and againft a Complication of 
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all forts of bad Humours : This account of it is ex- 
tracted from feveral Authors. 

A Receipt for certain Diforders occafiorfd by Wind* 
whereby a Per/on is deprived of his Senfes. 

TAKE two tenths of an Ounce of Musk, re- 
duce it to a Powder, mix it in two Ounces of tranfl 
parent Oil, and beat them well up together; then 
pour it down the Patient's Throat, and he will imme- 
diately come to himfelf, 

A Receipt for Diforders of the Hearty and a Tendency 
to Vomiting. 

TAKE one tenth of an Ounce of Musk, half 
a Tea-cup of Vinegar, mix them well together, and 
give it the Patient. 

A Receipt for Stomachs that, are chilled by eating 
of ftwt. 

I F the Patient has a weak Stomach and Ihort 
Breath take an Ounce of Musk, as much of the Wood 
of green Cinnamon, with fome Rice boil'd, and make 
Pills of thefe Ingredients about the fize of a fmall 
Pea; you may give fifteen of thefe for a Dofc to a 
grown Pcrfon, and feven to a Child, waihing them 
down with warm Water. 

A Receipt for Pains in any part of the Head. 

IF the Pain be inveterate, after the Sun has been 
rifen fome time, put afide the Hair from the affiidted 
part, then take half an Ounce of Musk, and a tenth 
of an Ounce of green Rice, reduce both to a Powder, 
and wrapping it up in a thin Paper apply it to the 
place where the Pain is felt, at the fame time covering 
the Musk over with fome torrefy'd Salt wrap'd up in 
a hot Linen-cloth ; when the Salt grows cold change 
it, doing the fame thing for feveral times, after which 
the Patient will feel no more Pain, 
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A Receipt to facilitate Delivery* which is more precious 
than Gold. 

FOR this purpofe take one tenth of an Ounce of 
Musk, and one Ounce of Ten cbe, wrap them up in 
a piece of clean old Linen Cloth, roaft them over the 
Fire, and reduce them to a Powder ; then give two 
tenths of an Ounce of this Powder to the Patient in a 
Glafs of Wine, upon taking, of which (he'll be im- 
mediately delivered. The Ten che is made with black 
Beans boil'd, and kept for fome Days till there is a 
kind of Mouldinefs on the Top of them, when they 
muft be walh'd, dry'd, and faked. 

A Receipt for the Piles, when they are mucbfwcU'd 
and don 9 1 bleed. 

TAKE Musk and Saltpeter which grows on the 
Walls, an equal quantity of each, and rub the dife 
order*d Parts only three or four times with it. 

A Receipt for the Bite of a Rat. 

RUB the Part affe&ed with Musk, which will 
prove an excellent Remedy. 

A Receipt againft the Infefts which are the Caufe cf the. 
Tooth- Acb. 

TAKE of the Oil called Hiangyeou, and rub the 
Gums with it, then take of the belt Musk and wrap 
it up in a little Cotton, heat it, and put it quite warm 
to the Patient's Teeth overagainft the Part where the 
Pain is felt, changing it two or three times. This 
will deftroy the Infc&s, and root out the Caufe of the 
Difeafe, 
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Of other Drugs made ufe of by the Chinefc 
Phyficians. 

Of Hia TfioTpng Tchong : A Dcfcripion of this 

Plant. , 

TpH I S Plant during the Summer Scafon is an Herb, 
**■ but as foon as Winter appears it changes into a 
Worm. Indeed we need only look upon it to be 
convinced that this Name was not given it without 
Reafon ; nothing can be a ftronger Reprefentatiori of 
a long Worm, with nine Streaks, and of a yellowilh 
Colour ; you fee the direft Form of the Head, Eyes, 
Feet, Belly, and Back : This is moft apparent when 
it is frefh gathered, for in time it grows blackifh,efpe- 
cially if it be expofed to the Air, and foon corrupts 
by reafon of the foftnefs of its Subftance. This Plant 
paffes for a great Rarity at Peking, and' is feldom to 
be feen but at Court ; it grows in Thibet ; it is like- 
wife found in the Frontiers of the Province of Setcbuen* 
which joins to the Kingdom of Thibet or Laza, which 
the Chinefe call Sang /i, but it is met with there only 
in fmall Quantities : We have not been able to get 
an account either of the Shape of its Leaves, the co- 
lour of its Flowers, or the height of its Stalk. 

Its Virtues. 

ITS Qualities are fpmething Qf the fame Nature 
of thofe which are attributed to the Ginfeng % with 
this Difference, that the frequent ufe of this Root 
doth not occafion Hemorrhagica, as the Ginfeng doth, 
It is very powerful in fortifying the Body, and refto- 
ring loft Strength, whether proceeding from excefs of 
Labour, or long Illnefs : This, fays Father Parenin, 
I hfcve experienced my felf ; I had loft all Appetite, 
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and could get no Sleep, and notwithftanding diverfe 
Remedies they gave me I became extremely languid 
and faint, by means of the frequent Journies I was 
obliged to take during the Rigour of a cold and wet 
Seafon. The Ifingtou of the two Provinces oiSetchuen 
and Qbenfi being come into Tartary to pay their De- 
voirs to the Emperor, brought with him, according 
to Cuftom, what he could procure that was moft cu- 
rious in his Diftridl, and amongft other things fome 
Roots of Hiao tfao to?tg ttbong : As I had been ac- 
quainted with him before he came to fee me, and he 
being concerned for my ill ftate of Health, advtted me 
to make ufe of that Root, the Nature of which I 
was entirely unacquainted with: He recommended 
it to me in very ftrong Terms, and taught me the 
* way of preparing it. You mull take, faid he, five 
Drachms of this Root entire to the very end, ftufF 
the Belly of a tame Duck with it, and boil it over a 
gentle Fire ; when it is boil'd take the Drug out a- 
gwn, the Virtue of which will have enter'd entirely 
into the Flefh of the Duck ; eat of this Morning and 
Night for eight or ten Days together. I accordingly- 
made the Experiment, when I immediately found my 
Appetite return, and my Strength reftored ; the Em- 
peror's PhyficianSjWhom I confulted upon the Quali- 
ties of this Root, gave me the fame Account that 
the Tfovg lou had given me, but told me that they 
only prefcrib'd it at Court, becaufe of the difficulty 
they had to procure it, and becaufe that if any of it 
was to be met with in China it was only in the Pro- 
vince of Hon quang. I wrote to a Friend who lived 
in that Province, and defired him to fend me fome 
of it, but he could only procure me a very fmall 
quantity, and that too was black, old and rotten, 
tho* it coft more than four times its Weight in Silver. 
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Of the Son t£i: A Defcription of this Plant. 

THE San tfi is more readily found 5 it is a Plant 
which grows without cultivation on the Mountains in 
the Provinces of Tun nan, Koei tcbeou and Sc tcbuen. 
It {hoots forth eight Stalks which have no Branches, 
the middle Stalk being the higheft and of a round 
Form, from which come three Leaves like thofc of 
Mugwort, not tufted but fhining, and of a deep 
Green ; the other feven Stalks, which are not more 
than a Foot and half high, and are of a triangular Form, 
fpring from the middle one, three of one fide and 
tour on the other; thefc have only one Leaf each, 
which grows at the Top ; hence they gave it the 
Name of San tfi, that is to fay three and {even, be- 
caufethe middle Stalk has three Leaves, and the feven 
others only feven in the whole : All thefe Stalks fprout 
from a round Root of about four Inches diameter, 
which fhoots oqt other fmall ones that are oblong, 
and of the thicknefs of one's little Finger, the Rind of 
which is hard and coarfe, but the inward Subftance if 
loft, and of a yellowifh colour ; it is thefe fmall Roots 
which are particularly employ'd in Medicine : Th$ 
middle Stalk is the only one that bears white Flowers, 
which are thick at the top like a Grape, and blow 1 1 
at the end of the feventh Moon, that is to fay in 
the Month of July ; when they would propagate this 
Plant they take the large Root, cut it in Slices, and 
put it into the Ground about the time of the Vernal 
Equinox : In a Month's time its Stalks begin to ap- 
pear, and at the end of three Years the Want is full 
grown. 

Its Ufis. 

THE Cbinefe gather the Stalks and Leaves towards 
the Summer Solftice, when they pound them tt ex- 
prefs the Juice, which they mix with Chalk, make up 
into a Mafs, dry it in the Shade, and then make ufc 
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of it in the cure of Wounds : They likewife employ 
this Juice, mix'd with Wine, to flop the fpitting of 
Blood, but this Medicine has no Virtue except in the 
Summer-time, and upon thofe who are on the Spot. 
For this Reafon at the end of Autumn they take up the 
large Roots, and cut off the fmall oblong ones, which 
I have mentioned above, then dry them in the open 
Air, and tranfport them into the other Provinces. 
The heavieft of thefe fmall Roots, which are of a grey 
colour inclining to the black, and which grow on the 
Hillocks, are efteem'd the beft ; thofe which are light, 
of a yellowifh colour, and which grow upon the 
Banks of Rivers, have very little or no Virtue ; a 
Drachm of thefe fmall Roots pulverifed will cure 
ipitting of Blood, and, all kinds of Hemorrhagies. : 

Of Rhubarb : 4 Defcription of the Plant. 

I am not ignorant that this Plant and its Properties 
arc very well known •, however the Reader may per- 
haps be glad to fee the Defcription of it which was 
given by a Cbinefe Merchant, who had bought it up* 
on the fpot where it grew, and came to fell it at 
Peking. 

, The Tai boang, or Rhubarb, grows in many Places 
of China , the beft is that of Se tcbuen ; that which 
comes from the Province of Chen Jt 9 and the King- 
dom of Thibet, is much inferior to it. The Stalk 
of Rhubarb is like the fmall Bamboo ,or Cbinefe Cane; 
it is hollow and very brittle, three or four foot high, 
and of a dark purple colour : In the fecond Moon, 
that is to fay in the Month of March) it ihoots forth 
long and thick Leaves ; its Flowers are of a yellow" 
colour, tho* fbme are of a purple one : In the fifth 
Moon it produces a fmall black Seed, the Size of a 
Millet j in the eighth Moon they dig it up ; its Root 
is thick and long, and that which is the moll weighty 
and marbled within is the moft efteem'd -, this Root 
is of a Nature very difficult to be dry'd : The Cbinefe^ 
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after having rooted it up and clean'd it, cut it into 
Pieces of one or two Ounces weight each, and dry it 
on large Stone Tables, under which they kindle a 
Fire, and then frequently turn the Pieces till they are . 
thoroughly dry ; but if they had fuch Ovens as we 
have in Europe they would fcarce, I believe, make 
ufe of thefe Tables : As this Operation is not fuffi- 
cient to extrad: all the Moifture, they make a Hole 
thro' every Piece, firing 'em-all like So many Beads, 
and hang them up in the Sun till they are in a Con- 
dition to be preferv'd without any danger of cor- 
rupting. 

Its US E. 

THE Cbinefe Notion of the Virtues of this Plant 
is pretty much like ours in Europe, tho* they feldom 
make ufe of it crude or in the Subftance ; but if it be 
ever thought neceffary that they fhould, they firft . 
prepare it in the following manner. 

They take what quantity of the Pieces of Rhubarb 
they have occafion for, and fteep it a Night and a. 
Day in Rice Wine, tho* Grape Wine would be bet- 
ter if they had it ; when it is fufficicntly foaked they 
cut it in fmall Pieces, after which they place a kind 
of Copper over a Furnace of Bricks, the Mouth of it- 
being two Foot Diameter, growing narrower down- 
wards in the Form of a Cap ; this Copper they fill * 
with Water, covering it over with a Sieve turn'd up- 
fide down made with fmall Filaments of the Rind 
of Bamboo, and fitted to the Mouth of the Copper ; 
upon the bottom of the Sieve they place the Pieces 
of Rhubarb, and cover the whole with the bottom of 
a Wooden Sieve, over which they throw a Piece gl 
Felt to keep in the Steam of the hot Water ; they 
then kindle the Fire and make the Water boil, the 
Steam of which pafling thro* the Sieve penetrates the 
Rhubarb, and deprives it of its Acrimony, after which 
the Steam condenfing as in an AJcmbick falls back a- 

gain 
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gam into the boiling Copper, and turns the Water 
yellow, which the Cbinefe then referve for the cure of 
cuticular Difarders : Thefe Pieces fhould lie at leaft 
eight Hours in the Circulation of the Steam, after 
which they muft be taken off and dry'd in the Sun ; 
they repeat the fame Operation twice, then the Rhu* 
barb is prepared, and is of a black colour, after which 
they pound it and make it up into purgative Pills. 
Five or fix: Drachms make a Dole, which purges 
gently and without griping ; it brings away a greater . 
quantity of Urine than is ufual, and of a reddifh co- 
lour, which the Cbinefe fay indicates a falfe Heat that 
is diffipated by this means. Thofe who have a dif- 
like towards fwallowing down fo many Pills take the * 
lame quantity of the dry 'd Pieces, and boil them in a 
finall Earthen or Silver Veffel with nine Ounces of 
Water till it is reduced to three Ounces, which they 
drink lukewarm. 

Mr. Pomet, in his Hiftory, afiiires us that the Part 
of die Rhubarb thro* which it is fining being given 
in Powder in a Morning failing, to the Quantity of 
a Drachm in a Glafsof Rofc or Pkntin-Water, is an 
infallible Remedy for a Diarrhea, tho* the Cbinefe fay 
that it corrupts firft in this place, that the Powder 
made of that Part is not fit for any ufe, and that they 
take great care to throw it away, and make ufe 6f 
none but the inward Part of the Root, which is heavy 
and marbted. 

Of the Tang Coue. 

* THIS Root is highly Aromatfck, and 1 defcifas 
a particular Regard : The Cbinefe Phyfieians, who 
make ufe of it, atfe not acquainted wkh its Qualifies, 
becaufe they know not how to make an Analyfis of 
ic ; they call it Tang Gout? it is always ihoift bf rea'<- 
fon of its oily Nature* 

* Its Virtues,, fay they, are to Tupply Nouriffimeht :i& 
the Blood* to> helpits Circulation, ftrdngthen it, &d'. Jt 
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is cafy to come at a quantity of it, and at a cheap 
rate ; it may be even tranfported into other Nations 
without fear of its fpoiling, provided the .feme Pre- 
cautions are made ufe of which the Cbinefe take. This 
Root, like all ethers, is cut into very fmall Slices 
by thole who retail it, for which reaibn if the European 
Merchants wanted to purchase Drugs of the Cbinefe 
at Canton, they ought to buy it out of the grand Ma- 
gazines where the Roots are kept whole, and not 
from the Shops where they are cut into finall Pieces 
before they are ibid. 

Of the Ngo Kiao : A Defcription of it> and the 
Manner of preparing it. 

THE Province of Chan tong hath a great many 
Cities in it of the firft Order, one of which is called 
Ten tcheoufou, in the Diftridt whereof there is a City 
of the third Order Ngo hien ; nigh this City is a natu- 
ral Well, or Hole in the Form of a Well, of feventy 
Foot deep, which the Cbinefe fay communicates with 
a Lake, or fome great Refervoir of fubterraneous Wa- 
ter ; the Water which is drawn out of it is extream- 
ly clear, and more weighty than common Water - 9 if 
it is mix'd with foul Water it refines it inftantly by 
precipitating the Filth to the bottom of the Veflel. 
*Tis the Water of this Well that they employ in ma- 
king the Ngo kiao> which is nothing but a Pafte or 
Glue of the Skin of a black Afs. 

They take the Skin of that Animal when frefh 
killed, and foak it for five Days together in the Wa- 
ter of this Well, after which they take it out to fcrape 
and clean it both within and without * they then, cut 
it into fmall Pieces, and boil it over a flow Fire in 
fome Water of the fame Well till it is reduced to a: 
Glue, which they ftrain thro' a Linen Cloth in or* 
der to keep back the grofler Parts, and afterward*, 
dry it and make, it up in different Forms. 

Its 
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Its Properties. 

THE Chinefe attribute a great many gbod Pro* 
perties to this Medicine ; they affirm that it difiblvcs 
Phlegm, is a Friend to the Breaft, facilitates the Mo- 
tion of the Lungs, and renders the Refpiration of 
fuch as have fhort Breath more free, that it reftores 
the Blood* keep the Bowels in a proper ftate for dis- 
charging their Fun&ions, diffipates Wind and Heat, 
ftops Hcmorrhagies, and provokes Urine. What is 
moft certain is this, that if it be taken falling it is 
good for the Diforders in the Lungs, as has been 
often experienced. It is a Medicine very flow in ope- 
rating, and muft be continued for a long time toge- 
ther. It is taken in a Decoftion of Herbs, and fome* 
times in Powder, but very feldom. 

Of the Ou poey tfe< 

THIS Drug is not entirely unknfcwn in Europe i 
for it is fallen into the Hands of Mr. Geoffrey^ a ce- 
lebrated Academift, under the Quality .of a Drug made 
ufe of by the Chinefe in Dying. After having got it 
examin'd by an eminent Phyfician, it appear'd to have 
a great Conformity with the Exerefcencies which grow 
on the Leaves of an Elm ; they found it very four to 
the Tafte, and fo highly Aftnngent that it is in that 
refpeft preferable to all the kinds of Gall made ufe of 
by Dyers, for which reafon he looks on it as the moft 
powerful Aftringent of all Vegetables, and thence juft- 
ly conje&ures that it might have its ufes in Medi^ 
cine. 

Notwithftanding the Refemblance this bears with 
the Exerefcencies on Elm Leaves, it is not look'd on 
by the Chinefe as an Excrefcenee or Produ&ion of the 
Tree Ten fou tfe where it is found j they are perfuaded 
that there are (mail Worms which lodge in this Tree, 
where they produce a kind of Wax to form this little 
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Habitation for a Retreat in their old Age, as the 
Silk- Worms form the Cods in which they lodge. 

The Cbinefe Books inform us that the Oupoey ife 
is at firft very finally that it fwells by Degrees, and 
comes to a Confidence ; that it is fometimes as large 
as a Man's Fift, the fmalleft being of the bignefs of 
a Cheftnut; that it is for the moft part of a rbund 
oblong Form ; that at firft it is of a dark Green, the 
colour no doubt of the Worms which produce k, 
but afterwards turns a little yellowifh ; that then this 
Cod, as well as being firm, is very bright and Aiming 5 
that it is hollow and empty within, containing only 
one Worm or fome fmall Worms, for the Cbinefe 
Word will bear both Significations. 

The Country People take care to gather this Drug 
before Froft comes on ; they put it in Balneo Marite y 
which kills the Worms ; without this Precaution they 
would not fail to break thro* their brittle Lodgings, 
which would by that means be deftroy'd : This Would 
be a very great lofs, for befides that this Drug is pro- 
per for Dying, it is of great ufe likewife in Phyfick. 

They employ it at Peking to give a deep and du- 
rable Black to Paper ; the Learned among thd Cbi- 
nefe make ufe of it likewife to dye their Beards black 
when thev grow white, it being often their Intereft • 
to conceal their Age, either for the fake of obtaining 
fome Employment, or keeping one they have. 

But that which moft merits our Attention here, and 
which makes this Drug the moft efteem'd, is its Me- 
dicinal Qualities, it being made ufe of in the cure of 
Difeafes both internal and external : According to 
the Cbinefe Account it is good to reftrain exceflive 
Evacuations of all kinds, is a Specifick for Inflam- 
mations and cancerous Ulcers, and a Prefcrvative a- 
gainft Poifons ; that it is a Medicine not only a- 
ftringent and incraflating, but likewife refrelhing, for- 
tifying, attenuative and incifive, and diffblves thick 
and glutinous Humours. 

Vol. IV. E Ir 
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It is likewife made ufc of with Succefs in Drop- 
fies, Confumptions, Epilepfies, Catarrhs, Diforders 
of the Heart, Defluxions on the Eyes or Ears, &c. 
It is taken either in Powder, or in a Bolus, or De- 
coftion : As the Cbinefe, in the Receipts they give, 
prefcribe many other Drugs to be mix'd with this, the 
Names of which are unknown in Europe y I fliall con- 
tent myfelf with fetting down a few of the moft plain 
and fimple. 

Different Receipts in which the Ou poey tfe is 
made ufe of 

For too frequent Sweats. 

WHETHER thefe Sweats happen in the Day- 
time, which is lefs dangerous, or in the Night, and 
are never fo violent, take of Ou poey tfe, and having 
reduced it to a Powder make it up into a Pafte with 
Spittle, apply this Pafte to the Cavity of the Na- 
vel, .let it ftay there all Night, and the Sweatings will 
go off. 

For the Diforders of the Hearty and Pains in the 
Abdomen. 

REDUCE the Ou poey tfe to a very fine Pow- 
der, put this Powder in an Iron Spoon, and hold it 
over the Fire till it fends forth a black Smoke, then 
pour gently into the Spoon a Glafs of good Wine ; 
drink down the whole, and the Difeafe will inftantly 
vanifti ; the proper Dofe of the Powder is a Drachm. 

To cure great Thtrft^ and the fames Canina. 

TAKE three times a Day a good Spoonful of 
the Powder of Ou poey tfe 9 and mix it with Water in 
order to fwallow it down with greater eafc. 



For 
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For the Tootb-acb. 

I F the Pain be acute, and no Tumour appears, let 
an Ounce of Ou poey tfe be roafted, and apply half a 
Drachm of it to the Part where the Pain is felt, upon 
which a glutinous kind of Saliva will come away, 
and the Pain will ceafe, at lead be greatly abated. 

For all forts of malignant Tumours. 

THE 0« poey tfe roafted till it changes to a pur- 
ple colour a little inclining to the black, and mixed 
with- Honey, is excellent in thefe Cafes. 

For Wounds by Iron or Steel. 

WHEN it is difficult to flop the bleeding of any 
Wound the Powder of the Ou poey tfe may be ap- 
ply'd with Succefs ; if the Refpiration is affe&ed add 
to two Drachms, of this Powder a proper quantity of 
the Drug ham'd Long kon, that's to fay DragbnV 
Blood. 

Medicinal Lozenges ', in whicb tbe Ou poei tfe 
is predominant. 

THESE Lozenges are very much made ufe of 
in China j and in a great many Cafes; at a certain, 
time of the Year the Emperor makes Prefents of 
them to the Grandees of the Court, and fometimes 
even to the Europeans at Peking^ when he would fhew 
them any particular Mark of Diftinftion ; they arc 
fold at the Druggifts, but as the goodnefs of them 
depends very much on the great care and attention, 
taken in making them, thofe which are compounded 
in the Palace by the Emperor's Order are vaftly pre-: 
ferable to any other. 

The Cbinefe Phyficians fay that thefe Lozenges are 
of great fervice in an infinite number of Difeafes, both 
internal and external, that they ought to be kept 
in every Houfe, and that every one who is fetting 
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out upon a long Journey fhould have a fupply of 
them. 

The Compofition of thefe Lozenges conftfts in two 
Ounces of Ou poey tfe y two Ounces of Chan tfe cou 
with the Skin ftript off and roafted, one Ounce of 
Tften kin tfe gin after its Kernel is taken out/ which is 
of an oily nature* one Ounce and a half of Hung y* 
ta kit, and three Drachms of Musk/, after having re- 
duced all thefe Drugs feparately into a fine Powder 
they mix them together, and make them. up into Pa- 
ftils or Troches, with the Water in which they have 
boiled Sou mi a confiderable time till it becomes a clear 
Decoftion. 

The eflential point is to fpare no pains, and to beat 
up a long time this kind of Parte, which is at firft 
very loofe, after which Lozenges of any Form may 
be made of it ; each Lozenge fhould be the Weight 
of a Drachm, and they muft be thoroughly dry*d- in 
the Shade. 

Thefe Lozenges in general are proper to exhilarate 
the Heart, and to reftore the Conftitution when bro- 
ken by any means: But to (peak more particularly of 
their different Ufes, they are excellent, as the Cbinefe 
Phyficians affirm, againft Poifons, contagious Air, 
and any thing of a venomous or unwholefome nature 
accidentally taken into the Stomach ; to anfwer thefe 
Intentions they bruife one of the Troches in frefh 
Water, and fwallow it down at once, upon which 
Vomiting enfues, but not violent or troublefome, or 
dfe a few gentle Stools, and the Patient finds himfclf 
immediately cured of his Complaint. 

When any Impofthumes, or malignant Eruptions 
appear, apply one of thefe Troches bruifed and di£ 
folved in a Glafs of Wine ; in Diforders of the Heart 
they may be taken inwardly, diflblved in the fame 
manner, and in cafe of an Apoplexy they may like- 
wife be taken in a little warm Wine. 

In 
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In burning and malignant Fevers, in Swellings and 
Inflammations of the Thrpat, take one of thefe Lo- 
zenges in fome of the Water in whicK Po bo 9 that is 
to fay Peny -royal has been boiled ; 'tis likewife in a 
Deco&ion of Peny-royal that they take this Medicine 
in cafes of Diarrheas, Vomiting and Dyfcnteries. 

If a Man is ftrangled by any means, or unfortu- 
nately drowned, and but the leaft Warmth is. per- 
ceived near his Heart, he may be recovered by pouring 
down his Throat one of thefe Troches in cold Water ; 
they may be likewife given for Confumptions dif- 
folved in cold Water. 

For intermitting Fevers, a little before the Fit comes 
on, take one of thefe Lozenges in a Glafs of Wine, or 
in fome other Liquor in which the Tops of the 
Branches of a Peach-tree have been boiled. 

Of the Ou kieou mou, or Tallow-Tree. 

CONG informs us that this Tree grows in the 
Plains which are ficuated at the Foot of the Southern 
Mountains, and whofe Soil is of a moift nature ; it is 
very high, its Leaves refembling thofe of an Apri- 
cot, and is covered with fmall Flowers of a pale whi- 
tifli Yellow during the time of the fifth Moon ; its 
Fruit inclines fomething to the black, from which the 
Cinnefe extrad. an Oil whereof they make Candles. 

The Qualities and Effects of the Root of the 
Ou kieou mou. 

THIS Root is bitter, and of a refreftiing nature; 
it muft be roafted at a gentle Fire till it be thorough- 
ly dry, and a little burnt : The white inward Rind of 
this Root is good againft a too great Flux of Urine, 
and the Root itfelf is made ufe of with great Succefs 
in various Diftempers. 

For Retention of Urine boil this Root in Water, » 

and drink the Decodtion. 

E 3 For 
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For Coftivcnefs take a piece of this Root, cut it 
in Slices, boil if in Water, and take half a fmall Cup 
of it. • 

For flatulent Swellings occafion'd by humid Va- 
pours-, when the Urine is hot, and comes away with 
difficulty, take about two Ounces of the Bark of Oh 
kieou pulveris'd, and mix two Drachms of it for a 
Dofe in the Water wherein Rice has been wafhed. 

I T would be needlefs to give a longer Detail of 
thefe kind of Medicines and Receipts ; the Chinefi 
Herbal, from whence I have made the above Extract, 
wduld farnifh enough to fill feveral Volumes ; but of 
what ufe could they be to us in Europe^ where the very 
Names of the Roots and Simples, of which the Cbi- 
nefe Phyficians compofe their Medicines, are abfblutely 
unknown? ( 

My Defign being only to fhew in what manner the 
Chinife praitife this Art, to which it appears that they 
have clofely apply'd themfelves from the very In* 
fancy of their Empire, I thought proper to confine 
myfelf to a certain number of Remedies into the 
Compofition of which their Roots, Plants, Simples, 
Trees, Animals* and even Infefts enter'd, and to give a 
Specimen qf each Sort ; and as this account is taken from 
the Writings of the Clnncfe themfelves, we fhall be 
thereby better enabled to judge of the Capacity of their 
Phyficians ; this is certain, that they are not lefs skilful 
in the cure of Difeafes with their Medicines than the 
Europeans are with theirs ; but what is moft Angular in 
them is the Art of difcovering the different Diftempers 
by the bare feeling of the Pulfe, which piece of Know- 
ledge, fo important in the Application of Medicines, 
could only be obtained by great Attention and long 
Experience. 

I fhall finifh this Article of the Cbinefe Medicine 
with an Extract of a Work tranflated by Father Dm- 
trecollesj the Author of which does not appear to be 

very 
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very favourable to the Phyficians of his Nation ; af- 
ter having, for a long time, ftudied the beft Phyfical 
Books to procure the Afliftance he wanted, he pre- 
tends to have found out the Secret of living without 
the help of Phyficians or their Remedies ; this Se- 
cret confifts in a Regimen which he prefcrib'd to him- 
felf* by means of which he affirms to have been cured 
of two or three Mortal Diftempers, and to have ar- 
rived at a good old Age free from all Infirmity and 
Pain : This Regimen he propofes to his Countrymen, 
exhorts them to pra&ifc it, and fo become their own 
Phyficians. 

By the Extradt I have given of this Work the Ge- 
nius of the Chinefi will be more and more known, 
and their way of Thinking. 

The Author gave the Name of Tchang feng to his 
Work, which fignifies the. Art of procuring Health 
and long Life, wherein he fets forth the Means which 
Reading, Reflexion, and his own Experience had 
taught him to reftore his broken Health, and to ar- 
rive, as he did, at a good old Age free from all In- 
firmity and Pain. 

His Zeal for the Prefervation of his Fellow-Citi- 
zens engages him to communicate to them a Regimen, 
which he hath obfervM fo much to his own Advan- - 
tagc, and which every one is capable of underftand- 
ing: He pretends that by following this Method 
every one may eafily become his own Phyfician, and 
needs not have recourfe to fuch a multitude of Medi- 
cines which often alter the Conftitution, and over- 
turn Nature. 

Every one is defirous of underftanding what fo 
nearly concerns him -, nothing is more natural to Man 
than the lovt of Life, and a regard to the preferving 
it under proper Regulations muft be commended ; 
we are no more at liberty to run ourfelvcs rafhly in- 
to the danger of lofing it, than a Soldier is to quit 
the Poft affign'd him ; the voluntary laying down of 
E4 Life ' 
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Life is then only glorious when either the Honour of 
God or the Publick Good may be prompted by it ; 
then the Sacrifice is look'dupon as heroick, becaufe it 
cqJIs haturefo dear. 

The Author of Nature hath ftrongly imprinted on 
his Work this Defire of Prefervation ; he wou'd have 
us difcover what is fuitable or unfuitable to the Frame 
of our Body, not only by the too flow affiftance of 
Reflexion and Reaforiing, but rather by a quick and 
lively fenfe of Pain and Pleafure ; and it is by a 
Difpofition worthy his infinite Wifdom that the fineft 
Nerves of the three Senfes, Smell, Tafte y and Sights 
come from the fame Place in the Brain, and join to- 
gether in forming that exquifite Senfation, which pro- 
duces the Faculty of Diftinguifliing fo ufeful to 
Life. 

But what will no doubt be a Surprize is this, that 
our Chinefe Phyfician, tho* an Infidel, puts lefs value 
upon the Force of his Medicines, and the careful Ob- 
• fervance of the Regimen he prefcribes, than ujxm the 
Divine JJfiftance of Heaven ; he is perfuaded this is to 
be drawn down by the practice of Virtue, and by a 
continual care in governing the Motions and Af- 
fections of the Heart; thefe are (as will be feen) the 
flrfl: Inftru&ions which he gives to thofe who would 
preferve their Health and prolong Life. 
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rCBAN G SENG: 

OR, 

The Art of procuring Health and long Life. 

HTH O' the fun hath numbered our Days, and is 
x the Maftcr of them, yet, if taken rightly, it may 
however be faid that he hath left them in our own 
Dilpolal ; for the Supreme Tien is no Refpe&er of Per- 
fons ; nothing moves him but Virtue, and whofoever 
praftifeth it bath within himfelf a certain Evidence of 
his Friendfliip ; they then who would prolong their 
Life muft immediately ftudy to be virtuous ; a regu- 
lar care of the Body, fupported by the conftant praftice 
of Virtue, will make tne Conftitution hail and ftrong 8 
from whence will follow a long and happy Life ; give 
me leave in this place to relate what happened to my 
felf. 

The foolifh Fondnels of a Mother, who had not the 
Refolution to contradidt me in my Infancy, and who 
made every thing fubfervient tp my Inclinations, in- 
tirely ruined my Conftitution, and loaded me with In^ 
firmities ; my Father* who had already loft my two 
eldeft Brothers, and who in an advanced Age had 
no Child but me, was inconfolable v he had applied 
to the moft able Phyficians, but their Medicines <jn- 
ly increaa'd my Diforder : When there was no hopes 
of my Recovery my Father faid within himfelf, 
There is but one way left to fave my Son, and that 
is to do Works of Charity which move the Heart 
of Tien ; from that time he fet himfelf upon re- 
building Bridges, repairing publick Ways, giv- 
- bg Cloaths to the Poor, Tea to Travellers, and 

• fend. 
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fending Victuals to the Prifoners, fo that in one 
Years time he was at a confiderable expence in thefe 
kind of charitable Works ; nor was this done in vain, 
for it was vifible that without ufing any Phyfick I 
by little and little regain'dan healthy Look, my Sto- 
mach and my Strength return'd, and my Father found 
me in a condition fit to apply myfelf to Learning ; 
he provided me an able Mafter, and of a very mild * 
Temper, that my tender Conftitution might be gent- 
ly treated, but my Application to Study at length oc- 
casioned a very dangerous Relapfe, out of which I 
with great difficulty efcaped : Then my Father made - 
me a choice Colle&ion of more than one hundred' 
Books of Phyfick, and gave me Orders to confine my 
Study to that Science j This, faid he, will do you 
Service, and make you helpful to others : I read thofe 
long Treatifes, but fo far from difcovering that my 
Strength was re-eftablifhed by them that I perceived 
it grew lefs every Day, fo I gave over Phyfick, and 
bent my Thoughts fincerely to pradtife Virtue : I 
confulted the- Learned, I perufed alfo fome Books 
proper to my Defign, and adding my own Obferva- 
tions to what I had learnt I framed for myfelf a Re-' 
gimen of Life, which hath fucceeded perfectly well 
with me •, for inftead of that great Weaknefs and 
Leanncfs, which I before had been in, I in a few Years 
recovered my Flefh, and * for one of my Age I have 
a frefh Colour, a Body ftrong and free from all In- * 
difpofition, *and now fee myfelf the Head of a nu- 
merous Family which enjoy perfeft Health. 

Now among the multitude of Maxims which have 
been communicated to me in Converfation, or which 
I have found in Books, fome which were not fuffi- 
ciently founded I have rejedted, others which were 
fcarce intelligible I have explained, and out of all I 
have formed to myfelf a Plan of Life, which hath 
eftablifhed me in that happy Condition wherein I now 
am : HoweVer confin'd my Obfervations may be, yet 

Ibe^ 
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I believe the World will be obliged to me for making 
them publick, becaufe they may be of ufe to pre- 
ferve Men from the Infirmities fo common in Life, 
and to procure them, as I have done, an agreeable Old 
"Age, without having my Hearing, Sight, or any 
other of my Senfcs impaired by my great Age. 

Thefe Maxims may be reduced to four Heads, which 
confift in the Regulation of, i . The Heart and its Af- * 
fe&ions ; 2. The ufe of Diet ; 3. The Aftions of the 
Day ; 4. The Reft at Night. 

The F I R S T H E A D. 

*fhe Regulation of the Heart and its Affeftions. 

THE Heart is in Man what the Roots are to the 
Tree, and the Spring to the River ; it prcfides over 
the whole Man, and as foon as the Art of governing 
that is known, the Faculties of the Soul and the five 
Senfes are likewife under command ; it ought there- 
fore to be our firft care to keep a guard over the De- 
fires and AfFedtions of the Heart ; and that your care 
may be attended with Succefs, 

I. Employ not yourfelf in any Thoughts and De- 
figns but what lead to Virtue 5 the principal Duties of 
Society relate to the Fidelity owing to the fupreme . 
Magiftrate, to the Obedience to Parents, to Modera- 
tion and Equity ; it is upon the Pra&ice of thefe Vir- 
tues that every one fliould ferioufly examine himfelf, 
when he reflefts at Night upon the A&ions of the 
paft Day : Confine not your Endeavours only to the 
perfedting yourfelf, but attempt over and above that 
to make your Virtue beneficial and ufeful : Comes 
there then any Thought into your Head ? Are you 
going to fay anything? Do you form any Scheme in 
your Mind ? Refleft upon it before-hand, and ask ^ 
yourfelf thefe Queftions : Is what I think, what I am 
^oing to fay or do, beneficial or prejudicial to others ? 
xf it be beneficial, fpeak or aft notwithftanding the 

Diffi- 
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Difficulties that opppfe. or difcourage.you; if it be 

J>rejudicial, never allow yourfelf either in fuch Views> 
iich»Difcourfes, or fuch Attempts. 

Further, that you may avoid the being furprized 
into the committing what is wrong watch every Mo- 
ment over your Heart, defcend often into yourfelf,, 
and pardon yourfelf no Fault ; it is only by vigorous 
Endeavours, efpecially at the beginning, that you can 
improve in Virtue: Whoever keeps this conftant 
Watch over himfelf, tho* he muft, according to the 
courfe of Human Affairs, be expofed to various Ac- 
cidents, yet he will find by experience the EfFefts of 
a fecret Prote&ion, which by unknown ways will pre- 
ferve him from every Evil of Life. 

II. Keep Peace in your own Heart ; when a Man's 
Heart is filled with Views agreeable to and proper 
for the keeping up Union in Civil Society, his 
Thoughts difcover themfelvcs in his very Face ; the 
inward Joy and Serenity of Mind that accompany 
him Ihine in all his outward Behaviour, and every 
one perceives the true and folid Pleafures which he ex- 
periences in his Soul : This is what the; Ancients would 
have us underftand by thefe figurative Expreflions ; a 
ferene Sky, a beautiful Sun, a gentle Zephyr, charm- 
ing Shades, infpire both Men and Birds with Joy \ 
on the other hand, gloomy Weather, an high Wind, 
an heavy Rain, violent Thunder, and continual 
Lightnings, terrify the very Birds, who hide them- 
felves in thethickeft Woods: I fay then that a wife 
Man fhould always appear with a Countenance which 
breathes the Peace and Tranquillity which he enjoys 
within himfelf. 

The violent Paflions, fuch as Hatred, Anger, Sor- 
row, tear in pieces ,the Heart of him who is pofiefs'd 
by them ; tho* it be no eafy matter to live in the 
World without having frequent Subjects of Difpute 
and Uneafinefs, yet what one ought to do is to take 
prudent meafures, and to be upon our guard againft 

thefe 
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theft Enemies of our Quiet : Am 1 threatned with a 
troublefom Affair? I meet the Storm with a com- 
pofed Mind, and endeavour to allay it. Am 1 in- 
volved in it rtotwithftanding all my Precautions? I 
kbour to furmount it without lofing any thing of the 
Freedom of my ufual Temper. Have I taken wrong 
Meafare* ? I am not obftinate in justifying my Pro- 
ceedings : IF, to extricate myfelf from a falfe Step, 
any one gives me Advice that is unjuft I am fo for 
from following it that I do not give it the hearing ; 
Ifiji any Affair^ there happens a Difappointment 
which I could not prevent, I endeavour to accommo- 
date myfelf to what hath happen'd : Is it over ? I 
think- no more of it. If a Man, after having afted 
according to the beft of his Underftanding, can leava 
the Event to Providence nothing can difturb the Joy 
of his Heart. 

On the contrary, if upon the ill Succefs of an Af- 
fair inconfideratcly undertaken a Man is obftinatcly 
befit upon bringing it to a good iflue, if he turns 
over in his Thoughts a thoufancl ufelefs Proje&s, if 
he gives up himfelf to the violent Motions of Anger 
he kindles a Fire in his Bowels which confumes them* 
his Lungs are as it were burnt up, the Blood and Hu- 
mours are alter'd and put into an unnatural Ferment* 
the corrupted Phlegm drowns the Internals, the Ha- 
bit of the Body being thus diforder*d it vifibly waftes 
away : Were thofe Phy ficians, Lou and Lien, to comfc 
again into the World they could not with all their 
Skill, and with the Affiftance of Vegetables and Mi- 
nerals, repair the radical Moifture already deftroy'd ; 
hence comes that Sayiftg, That if the Excejfes of De- 
bauchery make great havock in the Body, the Vexation 
and Pain of the Mind make ftill greater. 

I obferve in particular three great Diforders of the 
Body which Grief and Anger are the Caufes of. 

i. The Liver is damag'd, and by this means the 
aftive Principles of the Blood, the Source of the 

Vital 
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Vital Spirits, are not fecreted, but remain mix'd toge* , 
ther -, fometimes the Liver communicates its Difor- 
der by confent of parts to the Pleura, which growing 
worfe ends in a Tumour and univerfal Swelling. 

2. The Lungs are hurt ; whence it happens that 
the Blood and the Air that is taken in endeavouring 
to find a Paffage, notwithftanding the Obftruftions 
they meet with, an Irritation is made from whence 
follows a fpitting of Blood, which at laft ends in a 
confirm'd Confumption. 

3. The Stomach is ipoil'd, and confequently the 
watry Humours of its Glands, whence comes the Fer- 
mentation proper for the forming the Concoction of 
Food, become vifcous, and not retaining their natu- 
ral Fluidity they lofe their Force ; this deftroys the 
Appetite, and at laft brings the Stomach to an im- 
poffibility of taking in any Nourifhment. The GSfo-- 
fbagus, or Gullet, is feiz ? d with a fort of Palfy, which 
prevents it from laying hold of, and thrufting for- 
ward the Food towards the Orifice of the Stomach, 
which turns and rifes againft the leaft approach of it. • 

Such are the fatal Effedts of violent Paflions, when 
#1 Heart is habitually poflefs'd by them : What help 
can a Man hope for, and of whom can he complain 
but of himfelf ? 

III. Refledt often upon the Happinefs of your Con- 
dition ; he is happy who underftands his Happinels : 
And yet how many do we fee who have not a con- 
tented Mind amidft the greateft Profperity ? They are 
unhappy, becaufe they will be fo : The Empire is in 
Peace ; the Year is fruitful ; fee the great Felicity 
which the Tien hath freely given us : If I lead an eafy 
and quiet Life at Home, what have I more to wifh 
for? That I may have the better relifh of my Hap-r 
pinefs, I often think that I live comfortably in my 
own Houfe, whilft fo many Travellers have the In- 
conveniencies of Wind, Duft and Rain to undergo ; 
or fo many who fail upon Rivers or Lakes in the 

midft 
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midft of a Storm, which raifes up Mountains of Wa- 
ter ready to fwallow them. up every Moment; whilft 
fo many Sick are confin'd to their Beds, and feel the 
acuteft Pains without finding any eafe from Medi- 
cines ; whilft fo many unhappy Men are under un- 
juft Profecutions, or languiih in a Prifon, where de- 
ftitute of Friends they experience Hunger, Thirft, 
Cold, and many other Miferies infeparable from their 
Imprifonment ; whilft fo many Families are in Mourn- 
ing for the Death of their neareft Relations, or undone 
by a Fire, or fome other like Accident, and whilft ma- 
ny others feek to put an end to their Miferies by put- 
ting an end to their unhappy Life by a violent Death. 
When I compare my felf to thefe unfortunate Per- 
Ions, and fee nty felf free from the Evils with which 
they are furrounded, cannot I be content with my 
Lot ? 

He who hath never met with any Crofles knows 
not how great a Value a quiet Life is of; thofe which 
I have experiene'd have however been of great bene- 
fit to me ; for befides the two great Fits of Sicknefi 
of which I have already fpoke, and which had brought 
me thro' much Pain to the Gates of Death, I was 
near being Shipwreck'd, and it was with much diffi- 
culty that I efcap'd that Danger. When I have any 
-Difappointment befalls me I make myfelf eafy by thus 
reafoning with my felf: Is there any thing. in this Af- 
fair which can be compared to any one of thofe Trials 
which I have already gone thro' ? Would we have 
recourfe to the fame Remedy in Afflidtions, welhou'd 
learn, from our own Experience, that it is in our own 
Power, with a little Reflexion, to make a good ufc 
of that Portion of Happinefs which the Tien, hath 
given us. On the contrary whoever knows not how 
to fet Bounds to his Defires, were he to acquire the 
Riches and Glory of an Emperor, he wou'd ftill want 
every thing. Let us confider that our Powers are li- 
mited % let not then our Defires be unlimited ; let us 
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take things as they come -, and let us take elpeckl 
care not to give up our fclves to continual Carking 
and Anxiety, which will rob us of the moft valuable 
Moments of Life. 

The famous Tea, my Countryman, had an excellent 
Maxim * If, laid he, your Condition in Life is bet- 
,ter'd think lels upon what you have not, than upon 
what you have, other wife you will be always defi- 
ning, and will never fee your defires fatisfied : If you 
fall below your former Condition in Life, fay thus 
to your felf; What is left is fuificient-, my Subftance 
•may be taken away from me, but no one (hall rob 
me of the Tranquillity of my Heart, which is the 
greateft of all earthly Goods. With fuch Sentiments, 
uotwkhftanding the Decreafe of your Fortune, you 
will be richer than you think for. This is the Moral 
of that ancient Fable : 1 fa w a Gendeman riding be- 
fore me on a fine Horfe, whilft I was mounted upon 
an Afs* Ah J faid I to my felf, how different is my 
Condition from his ! But, upon turning about my 
Head, I faw a good-looking Countryman driving a 
heavy Wheelbarrow before him •, O then ! faid I, if 
I am not equal to him who goes before me, at leaft I 
ain fuperior to him who follows me : I have found 
that this Fable hath at certain times reviv'd my Spi- 
rits -, I have wrote it upon a Label, and I have 
fet it up in my Study that I may always remem- 
ber it. 

IV. When you enjoy a good State of Health 
know the Value of it, and ftudy to preferve it. Dit- 
eafes and Infirmities are the Lot of Man, and it is 
difficult for him to be entirely free from them. The 
flighter ones imbitter Life by their Variety and Con- 
tinuance; the greater are attended with Fears and Ap* 
prehenfions ; every part of Life is fubjedt to Mifery. 
Infancy is, if I may fo exprefs my felf, condemned 
to Cries and Groans ; Manhood and old Age are ex- 
posed to the long Abfence of a Family, to a Reverfe 
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*>F Fortune, and to grievous Diftempers. There are 
others who have much more caufe of complaint ; 
thofe who are born or become deaf, or blind, or dumb* 
the half paralytic, the lame, and thofe who have loft 
the ufe of all their Limbs : I have already told you 
what I fuffer'd from a Complication of Diftempers ; I 
have freed my felf from them, and now enjoy a found 
and vigorous Health, I have my Hearing quick, my 
Sight clear, a good Appetite, and a chearful Terri- 
per. Every one may acquire firm Health as well as I* 
but when it is once: obtained we fhou'd know how to 
preferve it : One of the beft means is to refift that 
natural Propcnfity which we have to fcnfual Pleafures* 
and to ufe very moderately even the allowable ones : 
An old Man, who feels as lively and hot after Plea- 
sures as if he was irr the Vigpter of his Age,, fhould 
learn to reftrain himfclf by the following Refleftions* 

After the fiftieth Year Man is in his decline, the 
iSHobd bfegins t$ run weak, the Spirits fail, and feeble 
6ld Age is not far off. Tho* one fhould promife. one's 
fdf to Hve an hundred Years,' is that fo long a Term? 
And ftall not one be foon at the end of that Race? 
But are there many who arrive at an hundred Years ? 
Our Life is fo fhort that we ought to avoid every Ex- 
cels that may make it yet fhorter. Do we not per- 
ceive that our End draws nigh, when in reading the 
£yes are fobje<5t to dazzlings ; when the Feet ftagger 
with walking ; when after Meals the Nourjfhmcnt 
k&ds the Stomach 5 vrtien after having fpokt fpme 
time together we find ourfelves out of Breath ? Does 
ltot all this teach us that We are not yourig, and that 
we mtift bid adieu to Pleafures which will Quickly 
confumc the weak Remains • of Heakh, which it is of 
ib great moment to husband for the Prefervation of 
jLifty? The Lamp, lays the PnGvcrb, goes Out as 
foon a* the Oil is (pent 5 more Oil may be added tt>. 
the Lamp according as the Flame waftes it ; ;. but if 
the radical JVfoifture- 6f the Body be once loft, have 
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we any means to repair 'that Lofs ? This requires fe- 
rious Reflections. 

The S E C O N D HEAD. 

The Regulation of tbeUfe of Diet. 

WE muft eat and drink to fupport the Body ; the 
Nourifhment whiietfi we take, if it be well regulated, 
keeps the Stomach in the Situation which is agreeable 
to it : It is in the Stomach that the Concoftion and 
Digeftion of Food are made ; it is the firft Caufe of 
the Blood, of the Vital Spirits, of the Juices, and the 
Humours which are difperfed into the different Parts 
of the Body to keep them in their natural 'Vigour. 
They then, who have a regard for their Health, 
ought to be very exadt in obferving certain Rules re- 
lating to drinking and eating. 

I. Let Hunger, and the want you feel within, re- 
gulate your Food, and take great care that you do 
not take it in too great a Quantity. Exceflive eating 
hurts the Vital Spirits, and tires the Stomach ; the vi- 
tiated Chyle, carried into the Mafs of Blood, makes it 
thick, and inclinable to a Fermentation of the Spirits. 
In the fame manner never think of drinking but when 
you are dry ; quench your Thirft without doing it to 
excels ; too much Drink damages the Blood, and fills 
the Stomach with Wind by precipitating the Chyle 
not well prepared-, Wine being vifcous occafions 
Wind in the Fermentation, whence follows the Cho- 
lick in the Stomach. 

II. Breakfaft early ; the Air is drawn in by the 
Noftrils, and the Moifture of the Earth by the Mouth, 
the Exhalation of which we take in. It is of great 
ufe never to go out of Doors felling : This Caution 
is efpecially neceffary in Epidemical Diftempers, or 
if one is obliged to go among fick People. In Win- 
ter a Glafs or two of Wine is an excellent Preferva- 
tive againft the unwholcfome Air j it is good to take 
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fome Food, but in a fmall Quantity, which may 
ferve to employ and fettle the Stomach, and is a fort of 
Cordial. In Summer it prevents our being affedted 
by the corrupted Air, and keeps off Cholicks, Vomit- 
ings, Dyfenteries, &?<:. In Winter it fortifies againft 
the feverity of the Cold, and the malignant Va- 
pours of Mifts. In Spring it is of great efficacy a- 
gainft high Winds, againft: the Damps and Dews, 
which are frequent in that Seafon. Thefe are the Ad- 
vantages of a Pra&ice which I have punctually ob- 
fervU 

I rife very early, and before I have either wafh'd 
my Face, or cleans'd my Mouth, I fwallow a Por-' 
ringer full of Rice-gruel, taking a little of the folid 
Rice. The ufmg of Rice-gruel is agreeable to the 
Stomach, and to very good purpofe moiftens the Fer- 
ment which i$ inclos'd in it : For want of Rice-gruel 
I am content to ufe warm Water, in which I diflblve 
a little powder'd Sugar. 

III. Make an hearty Meal about Noon, and dine 
upon the plaineft Meats, they are moft wholefome and to 
moft nourifhing \ fuffer not fome forts of Ragouts 
to be brought to your Table, they are invented 
only to provoke or gratify the Appetite : There 
arc five forts of high Sauces, and each of them, if 
us'd frequently, hath unwholefome Qualities ; Meats 
that are too fait, are prejudicial to the Heart ; the too 
four, to the Stomach ; the too bitter, to the Lungs ; 
the too poinant, to the Liver by their Sharpnefs ; laftly 
the too fweet, to the Reins. But what is moft to be 
avoided in feafoning is an excefs of Salt ; Salt flac- 
kens the Motion of the Blood, and occafions a diffi- 
culty of Breathing : Salted Water flung into the Blood 
of a Creature juft kill'd immediately thickens and 
congeals it. Thus it is feen that thofe, whqfe common 
Food is fait Meats, have a pale Complexion, a flow 
Pulfe, and are full of filthy and corrupt Humours. 

F 2 Accuftom 
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Accuftotn your felf therefore to the plaineft Meats, 
they will preferve you from many Difeafes, and keep 
you in perfect Health ; but take care that you eat 
your Meat hot, never eat cold Meat, efpecially when 
it is fat: This kind of Food, by (laying too long m 
the Stomach, wou'd produce Crudities, which occasion 
Gripings in the Bowels, a Diarrhea, and fuch like 
Diforders. 

IV. Eat (lowly, and chew your Meat very well, 

i. This (low chewing breaks the Food in pieces, 
mixes it with the Saliva^ makes it fine enough, and 
is the firft Diffolution which fits it for the Fermen- 
tation of the Stomach. 

2. The Digeftion thus begun by the Teeth, and 
by the help, of the Saliva^ is eafity perfe&ed by the 
Ferment of the Stomach. 

3. One efcapes many Accidents which befal thofc 
who eat haftily, fuch as Coughs, Hickups, and the 
Ytfe, that is an Irritation of the Gullet, which is 
fometimes mortal. 

What can be more difagreeable, and at the (ame time 
more ridiculous, than to fee a Man take his Meal as a 
Tiger feizes his Prey, to eat in an hurry, crammfeg 
his Mouth hiceflantly with both Hands, as if one was 
fighting with him for it, or as if he fear'd it fliouid 
be fnatch'd away from him. 

V. Do not fo far gratify your Appetite that when 
you rife from Table you (hall be quite full ; a large 
quantity of Food is uncafy to the Stomach, and hurts 
Digeftion ; if you have at the fame time a ftrong Sto- 
mach, and which eafily digefts its Food, do not cm- 
ploy its whole Strength, but keep fome of it in re- 
serve ; I will explain my Meaning by a Similitude : 
A Man who can lift or carry an hundred weight, if 
you load him with no more than four-fcore he is not 
much fatigued with it 5 give him a Load of a much 
greater weight, and make him take it upon his Shoul- 
ders, his Nerves too much extended will feel the 
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weight, his Bones will not bear up untfer it, and af- 
ter a few Steps he will ftagger, and fall backwards. 
It is eafy to make the Application : When we are ac- 
cuftomed to a temperate Life the ufe of Meats is 
much more beneficial ; upon the whole it is by long 
fuflering of Hunger and Thirft that we fhould learn 
Moderation ; the gratifying to the full the Demands 
of either is the ready way to expofe us to certain Sick- 
nefs, becaufe neither the Animal nor Vital Spirits will 
' be able to difcharger their relpedtive Fun&ions. 

VI. Sup betimes, and fparingly * it is better to eat 
oftener if there be a neceflky : It is ufual in Summer, 
in the fifth and fixth Months, when the Days are ' 
longeft, to make four Meals ; the firft at one's rifing 
early, the fccond at eleven, the third towards Sun-fct, 
and the fourth juft before one goes to bed * in the 
other Seafons of the Year three Meals are enough. 
I would have every one determine, as near as may be,, 
the quantity of Rice and other Food he fhould take 
at one Meal, agreeably to hfa owrt Conftitution and 
way of Life, and that he fhoirid keep up to that Rule, 
making it a Law to himfelf never to tranfgrefs it, un- 
kfs upon fome occafions, when the Meat pleafes the 
Tafte, and gives an inclination to take more than or- 
dinary ; but this Temperance is moft neceflary at Sup- 
per, which ought to be very light. 

Generally fpeaking. eat ftb Meats which are hard of 
Digeftion, fuch as thofe whole Subftance is vifcous ; ab- 
ftain from Meats that are half raw, or very fat, from 
thofe that are dreft a la Aaube, or ftew'd from high 
feafon'd Ragouts, which carry Fire into the Bowels ? 
from new Corn, which Men are fond of eating at its 
firft coming in, and which is not wfiolefome till it is 
come to its perfect Maturity by infenfible Fermenta- 
tion, aqd by evaporating of its volatile Saks, with 
which it is full, and which are too fharp : This Ad- 
vice belongs chiefly to old Perfons, and thofe who 
J&ve a weak Stomach, 
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VII. Take care that your Meat be tender and tho- 
roughly drefs'd, for if it be hard and not eafily chew'd 
the Stomach will have a difficulty in digefting it y 
Flefli that is tough and full of Nerves, or half drefs'd 
is very hard of Digeftion. When a Man is in the 
Strertgth and Vigour of his Age, when the Blood 
hath all its Fire, and the Stomach is ftrong, he will 
find lefs Inconvenience from fuch a kind of Food, 
but it will infallibly make him fick if he be of a weak 
Stomach, or advanc'd in Years : As for my own part 
I give Orders that the Rice, the Flefh, the Fifh, the 
Roots, the Herbs, and in general every thing that is 
brought to my Table be thoroughly done, and very 
tender, otherwife I will not touch a Morfel of it. 

VIII. Sleep not till two Hours after your Meal ; 
the Nourifhment which paffes by the Gullet into the 
Stomach fhould be bruifcd and diffolved there,' that 
it may be able to circulate, to be ftrain'd and affi- 
milated : Sleep taken immediately after Supper de- 
prives the Stomach of the liberty of a&irig upon the 
Food in it, which not being fufficiently bruis'd, and 
lodging there, caufes Crudities, four Belchings in the 
Stomach, and often a Lienteryi and a confirmed 
Diarrhoea. If this continues for fome time there ap- 

}xars a Palenefs in the Face, and the Body becomes 
anguifhing, weak, and bloated : The Digeftion be- 
ing thus diforder'd by an ill-tim'd Sleep, the Forma- 
tion of the Chyle is prejudie'd by it, and the viti- 
ated Chyle being difpers'd by the circular Motion in- 
to all the Bowels, and ftopt there by its being 
too thick it becomes more and more coagulated by 
its vitiated Acid, which is the fource of a multitude 
of Diftempers from the Obftru&ions which happen 
in the Strainer of the Humours. I advife then walk- 
ing for fome little time after Meals ; this gentle Mo- 
tion facilitates Digeftion ; take care alfo that you do 
not eat immediately after a violent Fit of Anger ; An- 
ger caufes a ftrong Heat in the Juices that are ftrain'd 
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by. the Salivary Glands * the Saliva loaded with a ma- 
lignant Heat goes into the Stomach, infefts the Chyle, 
and corrupts the whole Mafs of Blood. 

IX. Begin your ^leal with drinking a little Tea, 
it helps to moiften the Throat and the Stomach, and 
preferves the Heat and radical Moifture from trouble- 
fome Attacks : Clofe alfo your Meal with a Cup of 
Tea for the wafhing your Mouth and Teeth ; it is a 
means of fattening them, and preferring them even 
to old Age : I do not advife the drinking much either 
of Tea or any other Liquor ; the Stomach does not 
like to be too moift, a little Drynefs and Heat put 
it in a condition moft fuitable to its Operations. I in- 
genuoufly confefs that I do not love Tea, and when I 
am obliged to drink it I perceive my Stomach turns . 
againft it ; the Wcaknefs of my Conftitution in my 
Youth may have contributed to this Averfion : I do 
not diftinguifh even the bell Tea from the word ; this 
fometimes draws upon me the Banter of my Friends, 
but I in my turn laugh at their Nicenefs, and am 
glad that I am not fenfible of it. 

But 'tis a common Saying, He who does not love 
Tea, loves Wine. * I do indeed drink Wine, but I 
never take more than four or five fmall Glafles ; if I 
exceeded that I fhould immediately have a difficulty 
of breathing, my Head confas'd with Vertigoes, my 
Stomach diforder'd, and the next Day I fhould be 
like one threatned with an immediate Sicknefs. Wine 
moderately taken refrelhes tired Nature, revives its 
Strength, and gives to the Blood and Pulfe their natu- 
ral Vivacity ; but if "it be drank with excefs it pro- 
duces windy Fermentations, occafions Obftru&ions 
in the Reins, and fouls the Stomach. ' 

Nothing appears to me either more fliamefiil, or 
more unworthy reafonable Men, than a Difpiite at a . 

* The Chincfe, as I have obferv'd, make their Wine of dtp IT J 
Rice % and it is veryjlrong. 

F 4 Fcaft 
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Feaft who ffaall drink the mod Bumpers, or ffaatl 
fooneft empty his Bottle ; for my part, when I enter- 
tain my Friends I invite them chearfiilly to drink two 
or three Glafles to put them in good humour, but I 
flop there, without preffing them further, not offering 
them a Violence which will deftroy their Health ; 
Thefe are my Maxims for Meals, they are cafy, and 
if they are pra&is'd I am fure they will he found ta 
be beneficial; 

The THIRD HEAD. 

r m 

The Regulation of the Asians of the Day* 

I N the common Actions of Life, we are attentive 
enough to confiderable things, which give a vifible 
BloW to Health, hut there are many fmall ones which 
are look'd upon as Trifles, and to which we pay not 
the leaft regard ; and yet thefe Trifles, obferv'd with 
care, defend us from many Inconveniencies, and the 
negleft of this fometimes fhortens the Term of Ycar^ 
which the Tien defign'd us, 

I9 general our Life depends upon the regular Mo- 
tion of the Spirits: There are three forts of them; 
the Vital Spirits, which we call TJing ; the Animal 
Spirits, which we call Ki ; and a third degree of Spi- 
. ritSj much more noble, more free from matter, and 
to which the Name of Spirit does much more pro- 
perly agree, which are called Chin. 

The Vital Spirits beget the Animal, and from both. 
thefe arife that third degree of Spirits defign'd for in- 
tclle&ual Operations ; it the Vital Spirits cfcme to fail 
the Animal muft alfo unavoidably fail ; and this fe~ 
pond fort of Spirits being exhaufted, the third cannot 
fubfift, and the Man muft die : It is therefore of im- 
portance not to diffipate idly thefe three Principles of 
Life, either by an immoderate ufe of fenfual Pleafures, 
or by violent Labour, or by too intenfe and too con- 
stant Application of the Mind. 
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REMARKS, 

"WHAT the CHnefi Author here fcys agree* 
well enough with the Sentiments of a nyxjern Writer, 

Tfcm ha eajprefijes himfelf, and it will feiye as an 
lUi^tr^tipn to it. 

All the Spring* (fay* he) of the hunwi Body would 
be ufclefs and mftftivc* if God had not produced and 
appointed the Vital Spirits, to make them aft, and to 
imprint on them, a Uvely Motion, and the Aniqial 
Spirits to put the Eternal and external Senfes in ex- 
er^iie : So he has difp9s & d, as the general Inftrument. 
©tf tie growing Life in the Animal, the Arterial Bloody 
\Sfhieh i* ^ifo cali^ the Yi$aJ Spirit when it harfi been 
warrn'd and pu$i&?d| in the ffeart. 

If he AnimaJ Spirits are much fqperipr to the Vital^ 
%s they are the Inftruraents of a more nojWe Life. 

j. The Particles which compofe the Animal Spi* 
ifit a^e much fmallcr, and more fubtle than thofe wtuck 
copappije the VitaJ. 

a. The Particles <?f the Anii#al Spirit move in every 
Ijbnfe unmix'd and unblended as the Particles whicfo 
qomppfe the Air : This, is the Cbintfe Ki. The Paj> 
tides of the Vh;al SpiyK creep $nd glide th$ one over 
the other, as the Parts of Water: This is, the Chinefi 
Xfing. 

3. The Particles of the Anim^ Spirit, ^e fo. rapid 
tfcit they are imperceptible to $\\ the Senfes ; and 9 m 
the fincft part of thefe Spirits which i^ called Chin. 

The. Operations, of Growth, Npuriftirfcent, ($c. ar$ 
Vital Operations, and afcrib'd to the ; Cfiifitfk VtQg* 
Thofe of Perception* biH^t by the interna.! and exter- - 
nal Senfes, are Animal Operations. The Animal Spi- 
rits, according to the Antients, are nothing but a fub- 
tle Air, a very fine Breath, and this exactly anfwera 
lp the K$. It is a Compofition of fmall Bodies, which 
are in a brisk and continual Motion, like thofe fmall 
bodies, ^yhich make the Flame of a lighted Torch : 

TM9 
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Thefe Spirits, according to the Moderns, are nothing 
clfe than a fubtle Moifture, which runs from the Brain 
into the Nerves with fuch an impetuous force, which 
if open'd are very difficult to be ftopt. 

The Author I quote means, by the Animal Spirits, 
a moft pure and fubtle Air, which anfwers to the 
• Cbinefe Ki ; and moreover a Flame finer than that 
of A^ua vita 9 which is the CJnntfe Chin. 

I. T H E moft important Advice, which I can give 
for maintaining the Body in a due Temperament, is 
to be very moderate in the ufc of all the Pleafures of 
Senfe, for all Excefs weakens the Spirits ; do not 
labour to difcover what is. out of the reach of your 
Sight, and you will preferve the Liver in good Or- 
der -, harken not after any thing with a violent At- 
tcntion,and your Kidneys will be found ; abftain from 
too much and too frequent Spitting and Spawling, and 
your Lungs will be well ; undertake not very curious 
and fine Works, and the Heart will keep its Force 
and Vigour : When you have fuffer'd Hunger don't 
immediately eat much, and above all keep from 
Food that is of a crude and cold nature left the 
Stomach fhould fuffer by it : This is what regards the 
internal Parts. 

• As to what belongs to external Adtions ; walk not 
too long time at once, for your Nerves will be fa- 
tigued by it ; be not for Hours together ftanding in 
one Pofture, the Bones will hardly fupport you ; fit 
hot too long, the Flefh will fufler by it \ lie not 
down more than is necefiary , for thereby the Blood will 
be lefs fluid, and it will have more difficulty to pais 
thro* the Veins. 

In different Seafons there are alfo Rules to be ob- 
fcrved to preferve you from too great Heats, and too 
great Colds : In Winter keep not yourfelf too hot, 
nor in Summer too cold ; my Maxim is to prevent in 
time the different Difcafes, and to guard myfclf before- 
hand againft their weakeft Attacks. ' II, 
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II. Immediately after you are awake rub well your 
Breaft with your Hand, where the Heart lies, left 
coming warm out of Bed the Heat ihould be ftopt at 
once, and the Pores of the Body be closed on a fud- 
den, which would occalion Rheums and other Incon- 
veniences, whereas a little Fri&ion with the Palm of 
the Hand puts the Blood in motion to its Source, and 
preferves from many Accidents : In wafhing your 
Face, as foon as you are out of Bed, keep your Eyes 
fhut Jeft the Salts of the Gum of the Eyes and the 
Sweat entering with the Water occafion fharp Hu- 
mours, and at length produce a ferous Inflamma- 
tion. 

III. As of all the Paflions which ruffle us Anger 
does the moft mifchief, fo of all the malignant Af- 
fections of the Air Wind is moft dangerous, efpeci- 
ally Wind that comes thro* any narrow Paffkge which 
is cold and piercing, and which comes upon us una- 
wares; it infinuates itfelf into the Body, penetrates 
the Nerves and the Arteries, and often caufcs lharp 
Pains of the Gout, Palfy, and fuch-like grievous 
Difeafes ; the ancient Proverb therefore advifes us to 
avoid a blaft of Wind as carefully as the Point of an 
Arrow : Likewife after coming out of an hot Bath, 
or after any hard Labour when the Body is in a 
Sweat, by no means pull off any of your Cloaths, nor 
cxpofe yourfelf to cold Wind, for this light Refrcfh- 
ment ftray coft you dear ; the cold Air fhuts up the 
Pores, and thence comes an heap of ill Humours 
which would have been carry'd off this way, either 
by fenfible Sweat or infenfible Perfpiration, cfpecially 
at the Feet, the Back, and Belly, which fhould not 
be cold. 

Therefore even in Summer, when we wear very 
thin Cloaths, it is proper to cover the bottom-part of 
the Belly with a large Cotton-Cloth to preferve it 
from Cholical Diforders, which fudden Cold would 
caufe there j I know the Remedy in this Cafe is Su- 
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dorificks, but tho' they cure the prefent Diforder, yet 
they weaken the Mafs of Blood, and alter its Fermen- 
tation, which pufhes downwards a quantity of fimilar 
Parts with heterogeneous ones. 

IV. In the fourth and fifth Month, that is in Map 
and June, if there be long and continued Rains, as 
it happens in fame Southern Provinces, the Damp* 
nefs of Houfes fhould be remedied by burning fome 
odoriferous Herbs in them, or Wood well dried, and 
which makes a clear Fire : If one ftays or lies down 
in a moift place one is in danger of a Paralytic Sei- 
zure, or at lead an obftinate Flux which will be hard 
to flop : In violent Heats, when you fweat much, fliift 
your Linen frequently, but do not put on what hath 
been juft dried in the Sun. 

V. When the Juice is fqueez'd out of the Canes 
don't bum the Wood and the Husk under your Eyes, 
that fort of Fire having the malignant quality of 
clouding the Sight ; you will find the lame Inconve- 
nience by burning Train-oil inftead of common Oil r 
Musk and the Bloflbms of young Oranges inclofe im- 
perceptible Infe&s* therefore do not ftndl to them left 
thefe fmall InfoSts get up to the Brain : The Air is full 
of imperceptible Eggs of various fmall Infefts, which 
we fuck into the Stomach with our Breath, but they 
cannot be hatched there for want of a fit Medium ^ 
whereas the Infe&s, which lay their little Eggs in the 
downy Cup of Flowers, may be drawn up by the Nofe 
with a Heat propei\to hatch them. 

VI. During the three Spring Months, when Na* 
tore is on all fides in a ferment, we fhould conform 
ourfelves to Nature ; to put it in motion we fhould 
walk that the Limbs may be more pliant, for a feden- 
tary and unaftive Life are at this Seafon dire&ly con- 
trary to Health ; if there, fhould be fome warm 
Days don't leave off your Winter-cloaths too foon, 
jior but by degrees, left you fhould be furpriz'd with 
Hidden cold Weather, which in that Seafon very com- 
monly comes after Heat t VII, In 
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VII. In Summer there is a great Diflipation of the 
Spirits, the Reins are weakncd, the radical Moifture 
is confumed, and, if I may ufe fuch an Expreffion, 
we evaporate in Water and Sweat ; it is therefore ne- 
ceflary at that Seafon to chufe Food that is of an 
hot nature, and adapted to procure a moderate Heat 
within ; if after any violent Exercife you drink what 
is warm and capable of raifing a Sweat, let it take 
its courfe, and be not fo imprudent as to flop it by 
throwing off your Cloaths, much left by wiping it 
off fafter than it rifes, or with a damp Cloth ; it is 
alio unwholfome to fan yourfclf during a Sweat. 

VIII. During the three Winter-Months, when the 
Waters have not their free courfe, the Blood in our 
Veins becomes flow, heavy, and apt to grow fbarp ; 
the Veflels being too full for want of Perfpiration, 
this Fulnefs prevents the free motion of the Liquids, 
and makes it flower than it fliould be ; befides the 
Air being full of Nitre, which is drawn in by the 
Breath, carries into the Mafs of Blood certain fharp 
Particles capable of cmbarraffing the Chyle, and ma- 
king it acrimonious ; it is therefore necefl&ry to re- 
double your care to keep in the natural Heat and. vi- 
tal Spirits -, do not then? during that Seafon, ftir out 
of Doors but upon an abfolute Neceffity, keep your 
felf warm within, and rife not too early in the Morning 
that you be not pinched by the firft Cold of the white 
Frofts ; wear Cloaths fit to keep you warm, but do 
not load yourfelf with Furr ; don't hover continually 
over a Fire, this will caufe a violent Fermentation 
within enough to give you a Fever ; above all wear 
a large double Girdle about four or five Inches broad, 
for the Heat which that keeps up in the Reins warms 
the reft of the Body. 

IX. la Travelling, if you go by Water, as it is 
not eafy to have Rice got ready for you in the Morn- 
ing, furnifti yourfelf beforehand with fmall Pills of 
Tt hean& and as foon as you awake iwallow three or 

four 
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four Drachms of them in a Cup of warm Water ; 
thefc Pills are called Ti hoang, bccaufe the' Ti hoang 
is the principal of the five fmall Ingredients of which 
they are compofed ; but for want of thefe Pills you 
may take the Ti hoang by itfelf. 

If in travelling by Land you crofs over Mountains 
burnt up by the Sun, tho' you are ever fo dry do not 
drink either of Spring or River- Water on which the 
Sun hath fhone ; for befidcs that it hath at that time 
pernicious Qualities, it is often full of the Seeds of 
innumerable Infedts. 

If you travel in the midft of Winter, and the fc- 
vcrity of the Cold has froze your Feet, as foon as 
you come into your Inn order fome Water to be 
brought but juft lukewarm, heat your Feet and Hands 
with it, rubbing them gently to foften them, and to 
bring back the natural Heat into the Veins and Ar- 
teries/ 

After that firft Operation you run no hazard in 
wafliing them with never fo hot Water ; but if ne- 
glecting that Precaution you plunge your Feet all at 
once into boiling Water, the frozen Blood coagulates, 
the Nerves and Arteries will be hurt by it, and you 
run a risk of being lame ever after : In like manner 
when you come in benummed and chilled with cold, 
it is not at that time wholefome to drink any thing 
hot, you fhould ftay half an Hour before you 
drink. 

REMARKS. 

THE Si hoang, which we have been fpeaking of,is 
nothing elfe but the Root of the Great Comfrey ; the 
beft is to be found in the Province of Ho nan about 
the City of Hoax king, whence it is called Hoai king 
ti hoang ; thefe Roots, when they are dry, are as big 
as one's Thumb, and a great deal longer. 

This Root has excellent Properties, much is afcri- 
bed to its Virtues in Europe> much more in China i 

a 
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. a Cinnefe Phyfician, who is a Chriftian, affirms that 
the Quality, who regard their Health, take every 
Morning fome fmall Pills of Si boang> juft as we fee 
many in Europe drink Coffee or Chocolate 5 fome 
cut this Root into little Slices, and infufe it or elfe di- 
itill it in balneo Maria ; others bruife it, and make it 
up into a Bolus and fwallow it, taking fome warm 
Water with it. 

It is ofteneft mixed with five Ingredients, viz. 
Aromatics, Cordials, Diuretics, gentle Sudorifics, 
and weak Acids, in order to raife and: difperfe the 
more thro' the Bowels the Virtue of the Si hoang % 
which always predominates in thefe Pills. 

Of thefe Ingredients the principal is Fou tin ; you 
mult not confound the Root with the Tou fou tin* 
which is the Root of Efquin or China ; the Tou fou tin 
is very common in China, and exceeding cheap; 
but the Fou tin is very much efteemed, and is very 
dear. 

The Tafte of the Fou tin is fweet, its Qualities are 
mild, and it has nothing that is hurtful in it, or that 
needs a Corre&ive : It is a good Remedy in Disor- 
ders of the Liver and the Stomach, in the Dropfy 
and Afthma i being hot in its nature it helps to break 
the Phlegm which is troublefome to the Mouth and 
Wind-pipe, and to difperfe the Flatuofities which are , 

in the Stomach and in the Side •, befides it calms the 
Pains of the Heart, and the violent Diforders which 
arife in the Mind by an excefs of Sorrow or Fear ; 
it allays great Drynefs of the Mouth and Tongue ; it 
hath this double Virtue of curing a violent Flux 
and a Stoppage of Urine •, it ftops .immoderate Vo- 
mitings and Convulfions in Children, and, by ftrength- 
ning the Kidneys, it difpofes Women with child for 
an eafy Labour : ^either Vinegar nor fharp Meads 
muft be ufed during the time this Medicine is taking. 
It may perhaps be ask'd, What, fort of Shrub 
fprings from Fou tin, what fhapc arc its Leaves, its 
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Flower, and its Fruit ? The Cbinefe Herbalift, who 
never fails to take notice of thefe Particulars .iii treat* 
ing of Plants, does not afcribe to the Fou lin either 
Stalk, of Lfaves, or Flowers, which gives room to 
conjecture that it ought to be placed in the Clafs of 
Truffles. Thefe is good Fou Im to be met with in 
the Province of Chen ft ; and there is fince found bet- 
ter in the Province of Tun nan, which is only made 
ufe of at Court, where it is fold for a Tael a Pound. 
A Merchant, fitys Father Dentrecolles, brought me one 
of thefe Roots a Foot long, and not fo thick in pro^ 
portion, and as broad as one's Hand, which weighed 
three Pounds * I believe that the red Bark which co- 
vered the white Subftance increafed the weight of it 
confiderably. 

The Fou lin grows alio in the Province of Tcbb 
hang, and is ufed In the Southern Provinces, where 
it is much valued, but it is not comparable to that of 
the Province of Tun nan ; a learned Phyfician gives 
the reafon of it, viz. That the Fdu lin of the Pro- 
vince *tche kiangi being of a fpungy Subftance, hatfc 
kfs Body and Strength than that of the Province of 
Tun nan, and cannot refift the fliarp and nitrous Air 
of Peking \ on the eontrary the Fou lin of the Pro- 
vince of Tun nan asnd of Chen ft is folid, has fcvr 
Pores, and is very heavy. 

This different Texture* according to the Remarks 
of a Cbinefe Author, comes from hence, That thfe 
Mountain Pines, fuch as are thofe of the Provinces of 
Cbenfi and' of Tun nan, are of a more heavy Sul*- 
ftance than chff Sea-Pine, or thofe which grow at a 
tittle diftance from it : fcut it may be faid, To whw 
purpofe do you here fpeak of Pines ? This k rite 
Reafon of it, and it confirm* the Conje&ure already 
made concerning; the Nature of the Fou Rn: The 
Cbinefe Herbalift, fay* Father Dentfecollesi, affifrns, 
i. That the gbod F<m Hn> is found under Grotind, 
upon the Mountains or the Valleys near thofe Places 

where 
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Where old Pines have been cut. 2. That it is form'd 
and receives its Growth from a moft fpirituous Sub* 
ftance flowing from thofe Pines, and fpreading in the 
Mold, upon which acccount Thave been of opinion 
that the Fou lin might be formed and gtow in the 
lame manner as Truffles, which are not faften'd to the 
Earth by any perceivable Root ; perhaps the Fou lin 
is a fort of Fungus from the great Roots of Pines 
which have been cut, whofe nutricious Juice kept in 
the Earth is collected, and' produces that Siibftance 
which is then foft, or more or lefs fpongy in propor- 
tion to the Fatnefs of the Pine ; the Fou lin, which I 
have had in my Hands, feem'd to me not to have had 
any Roots by which it was fattened to thofe of the 
Pine, and their Herbals (peak nothing of them •, now 
if it were faftned ftrongly to the Roots of the Pine, it 
might be confidcred as a fort of Mifleltoeof thofe Roots, 
juflr as the Pine often hath Mifleltoe on the upper pare 
of the Tree, which is not joined to it by any Fibre* 
altho* it be nourilh'd by it: Thefearethe Conjeftures 
of this Father, which will perhaps put us upon fcarch- 
ing in Europe after the Fou lin on the Mountain* 
whence Pines have been long fince cut. 

The fame Phyfician, adds Father Bentrecolles> ha- 
ving allured me that the Fou lin is planted and cultiva- 
ted, I then thought myfelf out in my Conjefture of* 
placing it in the clafs of Truffles ; but when he told 
me that he did not think that when it was planted it 
had a Stalk and Leaves, I then returned to my firft 
Opinion •, for having read in the Diftionary of the* 
Academy, that there are Places where they tranfplant 
fmall v Truffles to make them larger, and that being 
tranfplanted they do not fhoot out either Stalk* 
Branches, or Leaves, it feemed to me that it might 
be the fame with the planted and cultivated Fou lin i 
Here are two Obfervations to be made, which! Ought 
not to omit ; the firft is, That the Fou lin* when it is 
1 ufed is prepared by taking off the Rind which is ufelefs* 
and boiling up the inward Subftancc two or three 
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times : The fecond is, That, according to the Chincfc 
Herbalift, to find the good Fou lin, whofe Subftance 
is (olid and clofe, fuch as comes from the Province 
of Tun nan, it muft be look'd for at about fix Foot 
round about the great Pines, digging about fix or fe- 
ven Foot deep ; it is pretended that from the Place 
where it is found there arifes a fine Vapour, which the 
Connoifleurs diftinguifh by the Eye : The good Fou 
lin has this Property peculiar to itfelf, that it lies in 
the Ground without rotting or being damaged by the 
Worms, and the longer it lies the more it grows, and 
the better it is. 

The FOURTH HEAD. 

The Regulation of the Reft at Night. 

I ENTER into a Detail of things which will 
appear of little Importance, and which perhaps will 
be treated as Trifles ; but Experience has convinced 
me that thefe very things, as infignificant as they feem, 
are not to be negle&ed, fince by obfcrving them they 
may contribute to the Prefervation of Health. 

I. AS there remains, in the Evening, in the 
Mouth and between the Teeth a malignant Filth from 
the Food which has beeh taken in the Day, or from 
the foul Vapours which rife from the Entrails, you 
fhould before you go to Bed rinfe your Mouth well 
with Water, or with Tea lukewarm, and rub your 
Teeth with a foft pliant Brulh to keep them clean 5 
you will then feel in the Mouth and upon the Tongue 
an agreeable Frefhnefs, 

This Pradtice will feem .a little troublefome, but it 
will be only at firft that you will be fenfible of that 
trouble, for after a little time you will find pleafure in 
it, and if by Forgetfulnefs, or by any other Accident, 
you happen to go without doing it you will not bs eafy. 

II. THE middle of the Sole of the Foot is as 
the Outlet and the Opening of a great many Sources 
of the Spirits difperfed all over the Body ; the Veins 
and the Arteries, which end there, are like to the 
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Mouths of Rivers, which muft be kept open, other- 
wife they overflow and fill again ; the fuliginous Va- 
pours of the Blood are carried off by infenfible Per- 
fpiration, and as the vicious Humours difcharge them- 
felves upon the Legs, there fliould forrie way be open- d 
which would facilitate that Perfpiration. 

Here then I offer you a wholefome Practice ; when 
you are undrefs'd, and juft going into Bed, take your 
Foot in one Hand, and with the other rub the bot- 
tom of it hard as long as you can, and do not leave 
off till you feel there a great Heat ; then rub feparate- 
ly every Toe till you are almoft tired ; this is an effi- 
cacious Method for the preferving and repairing the 
Vital and Animal Spirits, 

REMARK. 

WHAT is here recommended I have feen 
pradtifed, fays Father DentrecoUes, by an Englijh Gen- 
tleman on board whofe Ship I was ; he ufed every 
Night to have his Feet rubbed by one of his Ser- 
vants, following probably an Englijh Prefcription, 
which in this agrees with the Maxim of our Author. 
The European Phyficians direft an Application of Ca- 
taplafms to the Sole of the Feet, to fupprefs v the 
Burnings of a Fever attended with Deliriums, and to 
allay the fharp Pains of the Cholic, whence one would 
think that the Praftice, recommended by our Cbinefe 
Author, might be ufeful to thofe who. would care to 
fubmit to it. 

III. BEFORE you lie down don't bufy jrour 
felf with things which ftrike the Imagination, and leave 
Jmpreffions behind them which may difturb your 
Sleep, fuch as Apparitions of Spirits, monftrous 
Births, the cunning Tricks of Sharpers, or Tragical 
Hiftories ; thefe render your Sleep unquiet, which will 
interrupt the Elaboration of the Spirits, and Hop the 
Perfpiration fo neceffaVy to Health : As foon as you 
are in bed you fhould lull the Heart to fleep, I mean 
you (hould calm it, and lay afide every Thoughp 
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which may drive Sleep away ; lip upon either fide, 
bend your Knees a little* and go to fleep in that Po^ 
fture, which will prevent the Diffipation of the Vital 
x and Animal Spirits ; every time you wake ftretch 
yourfclf in Bed, which will render the Courfc of the 
Spirits and the Circulation of the Blood more free ; 
when you fleep put not yourfclf in the pofture of a 
dead Man, lays Confucius ', that is lie not upon your 
Back ; let not your Hands reft upon your Breaft nor 
your Heart, for that will give you troublefomc 
Dreams, or make you imagine that fomc Ten or 
evil Spirit opprefles you, and renders you as it were 
benumbed, fo that you cannot help yourfelf either bjt 
lhaking, or changing Pofture. 

IV. WHEN oncq you are in bed keep fi- 
lence, and refrain from all talking : Of the Inter- 
nals the Lungs arc the tendered, which are placed a- 
bove the others, and fcrve for the Refpiration and 
Formation of the Voice ; when therefore you are laid 
down in a proper pofture. they incline to and reft 
upon the Side, whereas if you talk you force the 
Lungs to raife themfelves a little, and by railing 
thcmfelves ftrongly they fhakc all the other noble in- 
ternal Parts ; a Comparifon will help to make you 
underftand me: The Voice which comes from the 
Lungs is like the Sound which comes from a Bell ; 
if it is not hung up you damage it by ftriking it to 
make it found : It is faid that Confucius made it a 
Law to himfelf not to fpeak after he was in, bed, 
no doubt for the Reafbn I have juft mentioned. 

REMARK. 

THIS Author reafons according to the (lender 
Notions he has of Anatomy, for 'tis manifeft he knew 
but little of the Strufture of the Lungs, the Separa- 
tion of its Lobes, and its cafinefs to take diflprent 
forms; he is ignorant alfo of *the Funftions of the 
Diaphragma, which is the adtive Inftrument of In- 
fpiration, for it's the Contra&ion of its Mufcles which 
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lets the Air into the Lungs, from whence it is thrown 
out by their Relaxation: Would he make thofe 
dumb who in long Illnefles, by mere Weaknefles or 
in extreme Old Age, are confined to their Beds for 
whole Years? He feafches too much after My ftcries 
in the Silence which Confucius kept during the Night; 
it is very probable that he then forbore to talk with 
his Difciples, becaufe he had difcours'd enough with 
them in the Day, and wanted Reft. 

V. SLEEP not in the Air, in the Dew, upon 
cold Stones, nor even upon Beds or Chairs that arc 
varnifli'd; fuch tndifcretion will occafion Palfies, 
Ring-worms, and cold Diforders ; it is likewife dan- 
gerous to lie down upon Chairs, or upon Stones heat- 
ed by the Sun ; a malignant Heat infinuatingitfclf in- 
to the Body would fix the Humours in fbme one Place, 
and caufe an Abfcefs there. 

This is a Summary of the Precepts which the Chi- 
nefe Phyfician gives to # preferve Health, and to pro- 
long Life even to a very great Age : We may no 
doubt be furprized to find the Chinefe (who are 10 lit- 
tle vers'd in the Science of Anatomy, which is the 
mod important Part in Phyfick for difcovering the 
Caufes of Difcafes) reafoning as if they underftood • 
it ; they fupply what is wanting on this fide by Ex- 
perience, and by their Skill in determining by "thfc 
Pulfe what is thfc internal Difpofition of the Bowels, 
in order to rc-eftablifh them in their Natural State by 
proper Medicines ; and, when all is done, there do 
not fo great a number of fick Perfons die under their 
Hands, a&do under thofe of the moft able Phyficians 
in Europt. 

Upon the whole the Perfonal Experience of & 
Phyfician, who has been able to re-eftablifh his own 
Health which was deftroyed in his Infancy, ought 
methinks to give weight to thofe Methods which he 
made ufe of; however I doubt whether the Rules 
which he prefcribes may be as much appro v*d of 
in Europe as they are in China. 

Q 3 GEO- 
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Extra&ed from Memoirs fent by the Miflionaries who 
drew the Map. 

H E Empire of China, befides the Fif- 
teen Provinces that compofe it, and of 
which # we treated in the firft Part of this 
Work, contains alfo all the Countries 
"beyond the Great Wall fubjedt to the Man- 
tcheoux Tartars, whofe ancient Country is properly 
Eafiern Tartary. Some of our Writers have alfo 
placed there the Kingdoms of Niu cbe and Niu Ian, 
,Names unknown to the Tartarian Inhabitants, and 
only made ufe of by fome Chinefc Geographers, who 
could have no Informations but what they received 
from the People of Leao tong or Quan tong, little in- 
clined to fpeak well of fuch troublefome Neighbours, 
or to commend a Country they hated. 

Neither have thefe Geographers given a Defcrip- 
tion of any Particulars, fo that thefe vaft Countries, 
tho* inhabited by a Nation which ruled in China 
itfelf about the thirteenth Century, under the Name 
of Kin tchao, are in a manner unknown at Peking, 
even to the Grandees and the Learned of the Chinefe ; 
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fuch is their Contempt for Strangers, or their Averfion 
to travelling from home. 

We may therefore truly affirm that our Maps of 
Tartary, even in the parts neareft China, is not only 
new, but alfo the firft that ever appeared either in 
China of Europe ; in which laft it ought to be ftill more 
favourably received by the Geographers, who have 
hitherto been able to defcribe the greateft part of Afia 
by nothing but uncertain Rumours, and Memoirs al- 
together unworthy the Attention of the Publick. 

But to avoid the Inconvenience we remarked, in re- 
lation to Names, we thought it neceflary to fet down 
in the Map thofe proper to each Country : Thus the 
Places belonging- to the Mantcheoux have Mantcheou 
Names ; and thofe belonging to the Mongous, Mon- 
ou Names ; for of what Service would it be to a 
erfon in his Travels thro' Tartary to know, for 
example, that the River Saghalien is called by the Cbi- 
nefe, He long kiang, fince the Tartars, with whom 
he can Gnly converfe, perhaps never heard of that 
Name ? 

The Emperor alfo, when we firft began the- Map, 
commanded the Tartarian N^rnes to be wrote in the 
Tartarian, and the Cbinefe Names in the Cbinefe Cha- 
racters ; and indeed it is as impoflible to write the 
Tartarian Names in Cbinefe, as it is the European^ • 
without disfiguring them in fuch a manner as to make 
them frequently unintelligible : The Cbinefe, with all 
their Characters, can't exprefs many Sounds formed 
by the Tartarian and European Letters ; whereas with 
ours only all the Names, as pronounced by the diffe- 
rent Nations, may be readily wrote fo as to be under- 
ftood by any Cbinefe or Tartar whatfoever. 

But as the Tartars have two Languages as it were 
in common, that of the Mantcheoux, and that of the 
Mongols or Mongous, therefore you find but three forts 
of Names fet down in our Map in European Cha- 
racters -, the Cbinefe Names for the Towns they for- - 
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mcrly poflcffed beyond the Great Wall in the Pro-? 
vince of Leao tong or Quan tong, and which in gene- 
ral have undergone no Alteration 5 the Mantcbeoux 
Names for all the Places in the ancient Country of 
that Nation, and alfo for fome other neighbouring 
ones of little Importance; and laftly the Mongou 
Names to diftingmfh the fcveral Diftri&s pf the Mon-* 
gou Princes that acknowledge the Emperor, from, 
whom they receive their Invcftitures, with certain Ad- 
vantages annexed to the Titles with which he honours 
them. 

It appears, from what we have already faid, that 
one part of Tartary is governed by its Princes, who 
Sire Sovereigns in their feveral Territories though they 
hold of the Emperor ; and that the other is immedir 
ately fubjedt to that Prince, who fends thither his Gor 
vernors and Officers in the fame manner as into other 
Provinces of the Empire. 

The firft Part comprehends all the Countries, or, as 
they are called by fome of our Writer?, the King* 
doms of the Mongou Tartars ; tho* thefe Countries, 
notwithftanding their vaft extent, have neither Cities, 
Fortrefles, nor Bridges, and are in a manner deftitqtq 
of every Convenience of civil Life, 

Of the Country o/^Mantcheoux. 

. %his Part is divided into three great Governments, the 
Largene/s of which may befeen in the Map. 

The FIRST GOVERNMENT, 

THE firft is that of Chin yang, called by the 
Mantcbeoux, Mougden^ it contains all ancient 
Leao tong, and is bounded on the South by the Great 
Wall, which begins Eaft of Peking by a great Rulr 
wark built in the Ocean j on the Eaft, North, and 
. "VVeft it is inclofed by a Paljfade, more proper to de-. 
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fij*e its limks, or to ftop the Incurfions of little Rob- 
bers, than to keep out an Army, for it is made of 
nothing but Piles of Wood of about feven or eight foot 
in height, without any Terrafs behiad, or Ditch, or 
the leaft Fortification in the Cinnefe manner. The 
Gates are of equal Srength with the Palifade, and 
guarded only by a few Soldiers. Neverthelefs the 
Chinefe Geographers give the Name of Wall to this 
Palifade, which has occafion'd fuch various Opinion* 
concerning the Situation of the Province of Leao tang* 
plac'd in our Maps fometimes within, and fometimes 
without the Great Wall, according to the different In- 
terpretation given by Authors to the Chinefe Words. 

The Advantage reap'd by the Government under 
the Emperors was very confiderable with regard to 
their political Views, for the Subjects of Leao tong 
were neither permitted to leave their Country, nor to 
go into China without the Permiffion of their Manda- 
rins. Within this Palifade were alio fevcral garrifon'd 
Places, , fortified with Towers of Brick and with 
Ditches, but at prefent they are all cither deftroy'd 
or half ruin*d : Indeed they are ufelefs under the Go- 
vernment of the MantcbeouXy againft whom they were 
built by the Princes of the preceeding Family. 

The Capital of the Country is Chin yang or Moug- 
deni This City is handfomely rebuilt by the Mant- 
cbeouXy adorn'd with feveral publick Edifices, and 1 
ftored with Magazines of Arms and Provifions. They 
look upon it as the Court of their particular Nation, 
and therefore everfince their Pofieffion of China have 
left here the lame fovereign Tribunals with thofe at 
Peking, except that of *Liipou. Thefe Tribunals conr 
fill of none but native Tartars, and all their Afts are 
wrote in the Mantcbeou Language and Chara&er. 
They are not only Sovereign in the Province of Lea* 

* Tim Tribunal i s the chief of fix Sovereign Tribunals, places 
, a^4 difplaca Officer* aver tfce People, &c. 
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ttngy but alfo in all the Parts of Tartary immediately 
fubjedt to the Emperor : They decide with the fame 
Authority, and in the fame Form as the fovereign 
Tribunals at Peking^ and give Judgment in all Caufes 
brought to them by the inferiour Tribunals of China. 
Mougden is likewife the Refidence of a Tartarian Ge- 
neral, who has in the City his Lieutenant-Generals, 
with a great Number of Soldiers of the fame Nation. 
This has occafion'd a large refort of Chinefe from the 
other Provinces, who are fettled here, and in a man- 
ner manage all the Trade of Tartary. 

A litde beyond the Gates of the City are two mag- 
nificent Sepulchres of the firft Emperors of the prefent 
reigning Family, who afTume the Title of Emperor 
from their beginning to rule in Leao tong : One of them 
is that of the Emperor's Grandfather, and the other 
that of his Great Grandfather : They are both built 
according to the Rules of the Chinefe Architecture ; 
but, what is obfervable no where elfe, they are fur- 
rounded with a thick Wall, adorn'd with Battle- 
ments, and a little lower than that of the City : A 
great Number of Mantcheou Mandarins of all Ranks 
are appointed to the care of them, who at fet times 
perform certain Ceremonies, in which they obfervd 
the fame Orders and Marks of Refpeft as if their 
Matters were ftill living. 

The Father of the Emperor's great Grandfather lies 
interred at Inden : This Place rather refembles a Vil- 
lage than a City, and the royal Sepulchre is but in- 
differently built : It was at Inden that the Mantcheoux 
begun to eftablifh their Empire over China •, the other 
Towns of this Province are of little note, thinly peo- 
pled, ill-built, and without any defence, except a Wall 
either half-ruin'd, or made of Earth > tho* fome of 
them, as Ttcheou and King tcheou, are very well fi- 
tuated for Trade, and alfo abound in Cotton. 

The City of Fong hoang tching is much better built 
as well as peopled ; it is likewife a Place of confider- 
able Trade, as being the Key to the Kingdom of Co- 
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red, by which the Envoys of that King and his Mer- 
chants enter the Empire : This has drawn hither a 
great Number of Cbinefe, who have built handfome 
Houfes in the Suburbs, and are Faftors for the Mer- 
chants of the Province : The Principal Merchandize 
of this Place is a fort of Paper made of Cotton* 
which is very ftrong and durable, but neither white 
nor tranfparent ; neverthelefs they fend vaft quantities 
of it to Peking, where it is made ufe of for Saflies both 
for their Palaces and ordinary Houfes. 

The City is govern'd by a Mantcbeou Mandarin 
with the Title of HGtongta, who has filfo feveral other 
Mandarins of his Nation under him, fome to com- 
mand the Soldiers of the Garrifon, and others to take 
care of the Affairs which the Coreans have to tranfa6t 
with the Emperor and the Subjects of the Empire : ' 
It derives its Name from the Mountain Fong hoang 
cban, which, tho' the moft celebrated in the Coun- 
try, we are oblig'd to own is remarkable in nothing, 
neither height, form nor produdt ; the People of 
the Country are entirely ignorant of what occafion'd 
this Name : It is alfo probable that the famous Bird, 
called by the Cbinefe Fong hoang, is no lefs fabulous 
than the Phoenix of the Arabians ; and, to fpeak once 
for all, there is no depending on the Cbinefe Names, 
for the moft magnificent have frequently been given to 
Towns of a wretched Situation, and to barren fright- 
ful Mountains. 

Neverthelefs thefe Names have given birth to a 
great many Fables related in the Cbinefe Books of 
Geography ; Tor the Authors, being moftly private 
Perfons, could have an exa<5l Knowledge but of few 
Places : Befides they were in fome meafure obliged 
to conform to the popular Stories of the Rarities and 
Wonders of each Country. 

Thefe Books, which pafs'd feveral Editions, have 
fill'd the Cbinefe withfuch falfe Notions of the Geogra- 
phy and natural Hiftory of their Empire, that if you 
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believe them there is hardly the Precinft of a City 
but furnifhes fomething precious and extraordinary * 
wherefore it's not in the leaft furprifing that our Au- 
thors, who could only write from Report, or Tranfla- 
tion from the Chtnefe, have made Nature much more 
wonderful in China, than what we found her in the 
Courfe of our Geographical Enquiries : We flhall 
therefore fay nothing of the Mountains near Feng 
hoang, nor of the others in this Province, fince in re- 
ality they are no way remarkable, notwithftanding 
what is faid of them at a diftance, and which a Per- 
fon dares not repeat in the Neighbourhood ; neither 
lhall we infift on the Rivers of the Province, fince 
they differ in nothing from the others defcrib'd in the 
Map ; for the Point San tcba he, fo famous in the 
Province, is nothing but a concourfc of three Rivers* 
which after having waterM the Country unite in this 
Place, and under the common Name difcharge them- 
felves into the Sea, which is far from being a No- 
velty. 

The Lands of this Province are in general very 
good, and abound in Wheat, Millet, Roots and Cot- 
ton jthey alfo fupply large Herds of Oxen, and great 
Flocks of Sheep, which are rarely feen in any of the 
provinces of China : They have little Rice, but then 
in recompenfe they have feveral of our European 
Fruits, as Apples, Pears, Nuts, Chefnuts and Fil- 
berds, which grow in abundance in all the Forefts* 

The Eaftern Part, which borders on the ancient 
Country of the Mantchcoux and the Kingdom of C0- 
rea, is a wild Deiart, and in particular full of Marfhes : 
Wherefore we need not wonder at reading in the 
Cbincfe Hiftories, that one of the Emperors of the Fa- 
milies of Tang tchao was obliged to raifc a Caufway 
for twenty Leagues, to pafshis Army into Corea, the 
King of which he wanted to compel to pay him the 
homage he rcfus'd him : For when it rains in thefe 
Parts, which is very frequent, the Water finks fo 
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deep into the Ground that the fides of the Hills, where 
they endeavour to pafs, are almoft as Marfliy as the 
Plains* In Ibrne Parts of this Country are ftill to be 
fcen the Ruins of Towns and Villages deftroy'd in 
the Wars between the Ckinefe and the Qoreans, but no 
Monument of Stone, nor any other Remains of An* 
tiquity to give light into this part of Hiftory. 

The SECOND GOVERNMENT. 

THE fecond great Government is that of Kirin 
tola hotun\ on the Weft it is bounded by theEaftern 
Palifade of the Province of Leao tong* on the Eaft 
by the Eaftern Ocean, on the South by the Kingdom 
of Corea> and*, on the North by the great River Sag- 
balien oula, the Mouth of which is a little on this 
fide the fifty-third Parallel ; wherefore it extends in 
Latitude no lefs than twelve Degrees, and almoft 
twenty in Longitude. 

This Country is little inhabited, and has but three 
Cities wretchedly built, and furrounded with Walls 
of Earth ; the chief of them is fituated on the River 
Songari, which in that Partis call'd Kirin oula^ whence 
it takes its Name; for Kirin oula hotun fignifies the 
City of the River Kirin : It is the Refidcnce of the 
Mantcheou General, who has the Authority of a Vice- 
Roy, and commands all the Mandarins as well as the 
Soldiers. 

The fecond call'd Pedne y or Petoune, (lands alfo on 
the fame River Songari, forty-five Leagues from Ki- 
rin oula hotun^ from which it is almoft North- Weft. 
This Town is of much lefs Note, and almoft wholly 
inhabited by Tartarian Soldiers and Exiles, under 
die command of a Lieutenant-General. 

The third City, which is look*d upon by the reign- 
ing Family as its ancient Patrimony, is fituated on; 
the "River Houoka pira, which runs North into the 
Songari oula : It is commonly cail'd Ningouta y tho* its 
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proper Name is Ningunta ; for thefe two Tartarian 
"Words, fignifying feven Chiefs, are expreflive of the 
beginning of their Kingdom, which was at firft efta- 
blifh'd by the feven Brothers of the Father of the pre- 
fent Emperor's great Grandfather, who, having in this 
place united them with their Families, foon made 
himfelf obey'd, either thro' Fear or Love, by the reft 
of his Nation at that time difperfed in the Defarts 
that extend to the Eaftern* Ocean, and divided into 
little Hamlets compofed of the Particulars of each Fa- 
mily. This City at prefent is the Refidence of a Mant- 
cbeou Lieutenant-General, who has Jurifdiftion over 
all the Mantcheou Territories, both of the old Mant- 
cbeoux and the new, calPd Han hala tafe, as likewife 
over all the Villages of the Yupi tafe, with fome other 
Nations of lefs note which inhabit nearer the Mouth 
of Saghalien oula, and along the Borders of the Sea. 

That Plant, which the Cbinefe and Tartars think 
the moft precious of all others, growing only in thefe 
vaft Countries, and as the Tupi tafe are oblig'd to pay 
a tribute of Sables, the Trade to Ningouta is confi- 
derable, and draws a great Number of Cbinefe from 
the moft diftant Provinces, whofe . Houfes, join'd to 
thofe of the Soldiers, make the Suburbs at leaft four 
times as large as the City. 

. The Emperor has alfo taken care to repeople the 
Country, by fending hither all the Tartars and Cbi- 
nefe condemn'd to Banifhment by the Law ; fo that 
when we were a great Diftance from Ningouta, we 
found feveral Villages where we met with good En- 
tertainment, for they are in no want of Provifions. 
They have in particular a great quantity of Millet, 
and a fort of Grain unknown amongft us, call'd by 
the Cbinefe of the Country Mai fe mi, as being of a 
middle Species between Wheat and Rice ; but what- 
ever its proper Name be it is of a good Tafte, and 
in great requeft in thefe cold Countries : It would' per- 
haps thrive in fome places in Europe, where no other 
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Grain will : Here are alfo abundance of Oats, which 
you hardly meet with any where elfe ; they give them 
to their Horfes, which feem'd ftrange to our 'Tartarian 
Companions who had been brought up at Peking^ 
where they feed their Horfes with a kind, of black 
Beans, of which there is a great Confumption in all 
the Northern Provinces of the Empire. They have 
but little Wheat and Rice, whether it is that the Soil 
does not agree with them, or becaufe thefe new Inha- 
bitants find their Account more in the quantity than 
the quality of their Grain. 

But it feems more difficult to determine why fb 
many Countries, which lie tyit in the 43, 44, and 45 
Degrees of Latitude, fhould differ fo much from ours 
in refpedt to the Seafons, and the Produ&ions of Na- 
ture, as not to bear Comparifon even with our mod; 
Northern Provinces : However it's probable to imagine 
that the Quality of a Country depends rather on the 
Nature of its Soil, as it abounds more or lefs in ni- 
trous Particles, than on its Situation in regard to the 
Heavens. 

The Cold begins much fooncr in thefe Parts than 
at Paris, notwithftanding the Latitude of that is al- 
moft 50 . We felt it very fharp at the beginning of 
September, and the eighth of that Month, on which we 
were at Tondon, the firft Village of the Ke tching ta Je 
Tartars, we were obligM to get us Habits lin'd with 
Lamb-skins, which we wore all Winter : They alfo 
began to fear that the Saghalien oula, tho' fo large and 
deep a River, would be froze over, and that the Ice 
would flop our Boats ; accordingly it was froze every 
Morning to a certain diftance from its Banks, and the 
Inhabitants affured us that in a few Days the Navi- 
gation would become dangerpus by reafon of the 
Quarries of Ice which fell down the River : The 
Cold is alfo very much prolong'd by the great Forefts 
in this Country, which are more numerous and thicker 
of Wood the nearer you advance to the Eaftern 
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Ocean : We were nine Days in pafling through one 
of them* and obliged' to have feveral Trees cut down, 
by the Mantcbeou Soldiers, to make room for our Ob* 
fbrvations of the Sun's Meridian. 

Neverthel'efs when you are paft thefe Woods you 
come frequently into fine green Vallies, wafh'd with 
little Rivulets of good Water, and enamcl'd 4 with dif- 
ferent Flowers, but fuch as are all very common in our 
Provinces, except the yellow Lilies, which are of a. 
beautiful Colour, and mightily efteem'd by the Mant- 
cbeou*. Thefe Lilies, as to their form and height, 
differ in nothing from our white Lilies, but they have 
2c much fainter Smell, which we were not at all fur- 
priz'd at, becaufe the Rofes we found here were left 
fragrant than ours, and the Tuberofes tranfjplanted to 
Peking had loft a great deal of their Sweetnefs : The 
fineft yellow Lilies grow not far from the Paliftde of 
Leao tong : When we had traveled about feven or 
eight Leagues from hence we found them in great 
quantities, between the forty-firft and forty-fecond Pa- 
rallel, in a Plain which was moift, tho* not marfhy, 
and had been left uncultivated ever fince the Entrance 
of the Mantcheoux : On one fide it is water'd by a fmall 
River, and bounded on the other by a Chain of little 
Hills. 

But the moft precious and ufeful of all their Plants, 
and that which draws a great number of Herbalifts 
into thefe Defarts, is the famous Plant called by the 
Cbinefe, Ginfeng •, and by the Mantcheoux ', Orbota, that 
is to fay the Chief or Queen of Plants : This is 
equally efteem'd by both Nations for its excellent Pro- 
perties, not only in confiderable Difcafes o f feveral 
kinds, but alfo in all Decays of Strength occafion'd 
by exceflive Labour either of Body or Mind : Where-" 
fore it has always been the chief Riches of Eaftern 
Tartary ; for tho* the fame is alfo found in the North 
part of Corea, yet no more of it than what is con- 
fum'd in that Kingdom. 

Its 
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Its former value may be eafily judg'd of by the pre- 
fent price it bears at Peking, where an Ounce of good 
Gin feng fells for. feven or eight Ounces of Silver, 
nptwithftanding the great quantities imported by the 
Cbinefe, who under-hand make ufe of the Mandarins 
and Soldiers that are continually paffing backwards 
and forwards, according to their feveral Commiflions, * 
either to Peking, Kirin oula, or Nin gouta, whence they 
go into the Gin feng Country either clandeftinly or by 
the connivance of the Governors* 

But in the Year 1 709, in which We. drew the Map, 
the Emperor being defirous that the Mantcheoujc fhould 
reap this advantage rather than the Cbinefe, gave Or-' 
ders to ten thoufahd of his Soldiers, encamp'd with- 
out the Great Wall, to go and get all the Gin feng 
they could find, on condition that each of them fhould 
give his Majefty two Ounces- of the beft, and that an 
equal weight of fine Silver fhould be paid for the re- 
mainder : By this means they reckon that the Em- 
peror will have this Year &t leaft 20000 Cbinefe Pounds, 
and that for lefs than a fourth part of what it is va- 
lued at4iere. 

This Expedition was alfo of fervice to u* thro' the 
generous care of the Emperor, for all the Mantcbecu 
Commanders who were divided with their Troops 
into different Quarters, came by his order, one after 
another, to offer us part of their Provifions, and even 
oblig'd us to accept fome Oxen for our fubfiftence. 

Thefe Civilities likewife brought us better acquaint- 
ed with the Fatigues fuftain'd by the Battalions of 
Herbalifts, for they undergo a great deal in this kind 
of Expedition : As foon as they begin their Search 
they are oblig'd to quit their Horfes and Equipages ; 
they carry neither Tent nor Bed with them, ,nor even 
any Provifion but a Bag of roafted Millet, and at 
Night lodge upon the Ground under a Tree, or in fome 
wretched Huts run up with Boughs. 

Vol. IV. H The 
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The Officers, who encamp at a diftance in the Places 
moft proper for feeding their Cattle, inform therti- 
felves of their diligence by the Perfons they fend to 
them from time to time with Beef, or Game which 
they kill : Their chief danger is from wild Beafts, and 
efpecially Tigers, againft which they muft. be conti- 
nually on the guard : If any one is miffing, after the 
fignal for the return of the Troop, tfiey conclude him 
devour'd by Beafts, or loft thro' his own carelefnefs, 
and after having fought him a Day or two make a 
new Partition of Quarters, and continue their fearch 
with the fame ardour as before. 
' All this Fatigue and Danger is in a manner inevit- 
able, becaufe this Plant only grows on the fides of 
Mountains cover'd with Woods, or on the Banks of 
deep Rivers, or on fteep Rocks : If a Foreft happens 
to take Fire, and part of it is confum'd, it is three or 
four Years before it appears there again, which 
feems to prove that it can't endure Heat j but then as 
it is found in no Place beyond the 47 Degrees of 
Latitude, where the Cold is ftill more intenfe, we 
may conclude that it can as little bear too cold a SoiJ. 
It is eafily diftiriguifh'd from all the other Plants 
that furround it, and frequently -by a clufter of round 
Fruit of a red Colour, fupported by a Stalk that 
fhoots higher than the reft of the Branches : Such 
was that we faw at Hou tcbun, in 42 Degrees, 55 
Minutes, 26 Seconds, two Leagues from Corea : 
This is the principal Village of thofe Tartars who were 
originally the Koel ka ta fe y but at prefent are mix'd 
with the Mantcheoux, whole Language they fpeak, and 
Country they inhabit. This Plant which was about 
a Foot and half in height had but one Stem, whence 
fhot four Branches at an equal diftance one from a- 
nother, without feeming to fpring from the fame 
Plant : Each Branch had five Leaves, and they tell 
you there is always .that number, unlefs diminifh'd by 
any accident. * * 
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The Root is tht only part ufed in Medicine ; it has 
this remarkable .quality, that it ftiews the number of 
its Years by the Remains of the Branches which it has 
, ihbt fofthj'dhd at the fame time that it cfifcovers its 
ag£, enhances its value, for the largeft and firmeft 
are the beft ; but all this will be better underftood by 
the * Figure 6f it, which was defign'd on the fpot by 
Fathdr Jartoux. This Plant, together with three others, 
Was brought us by one of the Inhabitants of Hon tchun^ 
Who went in dueft of them five or fix Leagues, which 
fe the fartheft Extent of the Territories of thefe 
Koel ka tafet Their Country is likewife in other re- 
fjpefts agreeable, and which is exceeding rare among 
the Tartars^ ,very well cultivated, an Induflxy which 
they have learned either from their neceflity, occafion'd 
fcy their diftance from the Mantcheoux\ the fteareft of 
Which are forty Leagues of bad Road, or perhaps 
from the Example of the Coreans, whofe very Hills 
are cut into Afcents, and cultivated to the top with in- 
credible Labour. 

This vtes a Pfoipedf entirely new to us, when after 
having crofs'd fo many Forefts, and coafted fo many 
frightful Mountains, we found ourfelves on the Banks 
of the River "Tou men oula^ on one fide of which were 
nothing but Woods and wild Beafts, while the other 
prefented us with all that Art and Labour can produce 
in the beft cultivated Kingdoms. We there faw feve- 
rail waird Cities, and placing our Inftrumcnts on the 
neighbouring Hills geometrically determin'd the Situ- 
ation of four of them, which bounded Corea on thle 
North : But as the Coreans, who dwelt on the other 
fide the River, neither underftood the Tartars^ nor 
the Cbinefe who were with us, we could not learn the 
Names of thefe Cities till we came to Hon tchun^ where 
the Interpreters us'd by the Tartars in theif Commerce 
with the Coreans refide. 

* See it engraVd in the Firft Volume. 
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We have fet down the Names of the Towns in the 
Map as we found them in the Emperor's, where they 
are wrote in Chinefe^ for this Kingdom has been fub- 
je£t time out of mind to the Empire of China, the 
Habit of which the Cor earn wear to this Day : The 
Emperor's Confent is alfo neceflary before the Heredi- 
tary Prince can aflume the Title of King. 

The Tou men oula y which divides it from the Tar- 
tarsy falls into the Eaftern Ocean ten Leagues from 
Hon tchun : As this was an important Point we drew 
a Bafe of forty-three Chinefe Lys to a high Hill near 
the Sea, whence we had a Profpedt of two of the 
Cities fix'd by our former Obfervation, and could alfo 
diftinguifh the entrance of Tou men oula : Wherefore 
our Map mky be depended upon for the exadt Limits 
of the Kingdom of Corea on the fide of Tartary ; and 
had we entered the Kingdom, as was propofed to the 
Emperor, but difapprov'd by him, wq fhould have 
nothing to wifh as to the Geography of it. 

The addition of the Eaftern and Inland Parts of 
the Kingdom was taken from the Report of one of 
the Emperor's Envoys fent the Year following, with 
a Mandarin of the Tribunal of the Mathematicks, who 
took the Elevation of the Pole in the Capital called 
Cbaoften^ or King ki tao\ as alfo from the Maps of 
the Coretnsy which were communicated to us -, there- 
fore we can't anfwer for the exadt Pofition of the 
Eaftern Cities, nor for feveral of the Southern : But 
after all our Map is incomparably more corredt than 
any which have hitherto appear'd, and which are only 
grounded on uncertain Reports, or the Tranflations of 
fome Chinefe Geographers, who, it's plain, never faw 
fo much as the Frontiers of the Kingdom, much lefs 
did they ever take an Inftrument in hand to fix any 
Points, which notwithftanding is abfolutely neceflary, 
for Geography is a laborious Science ; the Specula- 
tions of the Clofet won't do, it muft be perfected by 
manual Operations, and painful Enquiries, which ill 
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agree with the Indolence of the Cbinefc Do&ors ; they 
call Corea* Kaoli koue*> but the Mantcheoux call it" 
Solgon kouron ; the common Name Ton men oula is a 
Mantcheou Appellation, and anfvvers the Cbinefe Ex- 
pofition Van li kiang y which fignifies a River of ten 
thoufand Cbinefe Lys or Stadia, or one thoufand of 
our Leagues, but this is manifeftly falfe by the Map. 
The Coreans had formerly built a ftrong Wall on the 
Bank oppofite to the Tartars* almoft like that on the 
North of China ; this was intirely deftroyed nearj Hon 
tchun at the time the Mantcheoux over-run Corea y 
which they made their firft Conqueft; but in the 
parts more remote it continued almoft intire, as we 
obferved in paffing overagainft it. 

Beyond the Tou men oula* advancing ftill farther 
ijito the ancient Country of the Mantcheoux r you come 
to a River called Suifond pira* the Latitude of which 
we alfo took at its Fall into the Eaftern Ocean •, it is 
very famous among thefe Tartars* and as little de- 
ferves to be fo : Here are alfo to be feen the Ruins of 
a City called Fourdan botun* which in all probability 
was likewife of fmall account among, them ; it was 
fituated in an open Plain fit for Tillage, and might ea- 
fily be fortified, but it appears to have been of little 
confequence by the fmallnefs of its Compafs ; at pre- 
fent there is nothing of it remains but a flight 
Wall of Earth defended by a little Ditch : .The 
other Rivers of this Country are much more inconfi- 
derable than Suifond pira, whence undoubtedly pro- 
ceeds the efteem which the ancient Mantcheoux ftiH * 
retain for it. 

The River Oufouri is incomparably the fineft, both 
for the clearnefs of its Waters and the length of its 
Courfe ; it falls into the Saghalien of which we fpoke 
before, and belongs to the Tartars called by the Chi- 

^ 

* Koue in. Chinefe, and Kouron in Manch^ou, fignifies King- 
dom. 

H 3 nefe % 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



102 7%e General History of 

nefe, Tu pi ta fe y who inhabit Villages along tfrc 
Banks •, it is increafed by a great many little Brooks, 
and alio by fome large Rivers, which we have taken 
care not to omit : It muft needs be extraordinary fijll 
of Fifh, fince it fupplies its Inhabitants both vith 
Food and Raiment : The Tartars are very skilful in 
dreffing the Skins, which they ftain with three of foijr 
Colours ; they alio cut them out very ijeatly, anc} lew 
them in fuch a delicate manner that at firft you'd 
imagine them few'd with Silk, nor can you tell the 
contrary till, rippingopenaStitchortwo, you perceive 
it to be an exceeding fine Shred cut from one of the 
finer Skins. 

The Fafhian of their Drefs is the fame with th^t of 
the MantcbcoiLX, which at prefent is follpw ? d by the 
Chincfe Provinces ; the only remarkable difference is, 
that at the bottorp of their long Garments they havp 
commonly a green qr red Border on a white or grey 
Ground ; the Women alfo wear pieces of Copper or 
little Bells at the bottom of their Jong Mantles ber 
hind, which give notice of their Approach •, their 
Hair, which parts into ftveral Treffcs and falls upp& 
their Shoulders, is loaded with little bits of Looking- 
glafs, Rings, and other Baubles, wjiich they lootf up- 
on as fo many Jewels. 

Their manner of Life is equally furprifing ; all the 
Summer they fpend in Fifhing •, one part of their Fi(h 
they appoint for Oil for their Lamps, another for 
their daily Food, and the third (which they dry in the 
Sun without faking, for they have no Salt) fupplip^ 
them with Provifion in Winter, and both Men ancj 
Beafts eat of it when the Rivers are froze •, we obferv'd 
however a great deal of Strength and Vigour in moft 
of thefe poor People, but the Flefh of their Animals, 
which are very fcarce in this Country, is of an into- 
lerable tafte, which tho* we were appriz'd of before, 
*yet we could hardly believe it ; we procured a Pig, 
.which is what they eftecm the moft, and had it drefs'd 
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in the ufual manner, but were obliged to fend it away 
the moment we had tailed it •, the very Servants, as 
famifh'd as they were for want of Meat, having liv'd 
ib Jong upon Fifh could not endure the ill nelifh : . 
The Dogs in this Country draw their Sledges when 
the Rivers are froze, and are very much efteemed. 

In our return we met the Lady of Oufouri coming 
from Peking, where her Husband, who was the Chief 
of this Nation, and had enjoy'd the Honour and Pre- • 
rogative of a Body-Guard, was lately dead ; (he told 
us that fhe had a hundred Dogs for her Sledge ; one 
that is trained to lead- the way goes before, whom 
thofe that are harnefs'd follow without turning till 
they come to a certain diftancc, when they flop and 
are relieved by others taken out of the fpare Pack ; 
lhe afTur'd us that flie had often run without flopping 
a hundred Chinefe Lys, or ten of our great Leagues. 

Inftead of bringing us Tea, which is the Cuflom 
amongft the Chinefe and other "Tartars, her Attendants 
brought us little bits of Sturgeon upon a neat Roaft- 
ing-Plate : This Lady, who underflood Chinefe, had 
quite a different Air and Manner from thefe Tu pi ta 
Je 9 who in general are of a peaceable Difpofition, but 
heavy and unpolifh'd, and without any tindture of 
Learning, or the leaft publick religious Worfhip ; 
not even the Chinefe Idols have • deigned to come 
among them, which is undoubtedly becaufe the 
Bonzes can't away with fuch a poor wretched Coun- 
try, where they fbw neither Rice nor Wheat, but on- 
ly a little Tobacco within the Precin&s of their par- *■ 
ticular Villages -, all the reft of the Country is cover- 
ed with a thick and almoft impenetrable Wood, whenqe 
they are infefted with Clouds of Gnats, and fuch like 
Infefts, which they are obliged to drive away with 
Smoak. . 

We have in Europe almoft all the kinds of Fifh 
that they take in thefe Rivers, but we have not that 
quantity of Sturgeons, which is the principal Fifhery. 

H 4 of 
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of this Nation •, if you'll believe them the Sturgeon is 
the King of Fifh, and has no Equal, and they eat 
— certain parts of it raw, pretending by that means to 
partake of all the Virtues they attribute to it : Next to 
the Sturgeon they efteem a Fifh which we have not, 
- but is certainly one of the fineft that can be eat * it is 
about the length, and almoft the fame fhape as a lit- 
* tie Tunny, but of a much finer colour ; the Flefh of 

it is intirely red, which diftinguifhes it from' the 
others ; it is very fcarce, and was only feen by us once 
or twice. Thefc Tu pi tafe commonly dart the large 
Fifh, and take the others with Nets ; their Veffels are 
butfmall, and their Boats made only of the Bark of 
Trees, but fo well join'd together that the Water can't 
penetrate : Their Language feems to be a mixture of 
that of the Mantcheoux^ who are their Neighbours on 

. the Weft and South, and .that of the Ke tcheng. to. fe 
who border upon them on the North and Eaft ; for the 
Chiefs of the Villages, who doubtlefs were never far 
from their own Diftrifts, underftood in general both 
the one and the other. 

We can't call thefe Chiefs by the Title of Manda- 
rins, becaufe they have neither their Power nor Ap- 
pearance ; and befides they are of fo little confidera- 
tion, that it would be giving a falfe Idea to any one 
who has feen the Train of the lead Mandarin of Chi- 
na •, neither have we ever heard any Tartars or Cbi- 
nefe give this Country the Title of Kingdom, with 
which fome of our Writers have honoured it. 

The fame muft be faid of the Country of the Ke 

* tcheng ta ft, notwithftanding it extends along the Ri- 
ver Sagbalien oula 9 from Tendon of which we fpoke 
before, to the Ocean ; for in all this fpace of near a 

. hundred and fifty Leagues you' meet with nothing but 
poor Villages, which in general are feated on one fide 
or the other of this great River. 

Their Language is different from that of the Man- 
tcbecuxi who call it Fiatta ; this Fiatta Tongue is alfo 

ap- 
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apparently that of the Tartars who inhabit from the 
Fall of Sagbalien oula to the fifty -fifth Parallel, which 
in this part is the Northern Boundary of the Em- 
peror's Dominions in Eaftern Tartary: They don't 
fliave their Heads according to the prefent Cuftcftivof 
the Empire, but wear their Hair ty'd with a fort of 
Ribbon, or in a Bag behind : They feemed more in- 
genious than the Tu pi ta fe, anfwered readily to the 
Queftipns we asked them concerning the Geography 
of their Country, and were very attentive to our Ope- 
rations : When we told them we would willingly ftay 
among them to teach them the true Do&rine, which 
could alone make them happy, they reply'd, they 
could not hope for fuch a Favour -, but that if any one 
of us would come to inftruft them all their Na- 
tion would look upon him as a Perfon fent from 
Heaven. 

They were the firft that informed us, of what we did 
not know before, that oppofite to the Mouth of Sag- 
balien oula was a great Ifland inhabited by People like 
themfelves •, the Emperor afterwards fent fome Man- 
tcbeomx thither, who pafled over in Barks of thefe Ke 
tcheng ta /*, who live by the Sea-fide, and trade with 
the Inhabitants of the Weftern Parts of the Ifland. 
. Had thefe Gentlemen been as careful in meafuring 
the South Part as they were in traverfing the Eaft, * 
and had return'd by the North to the Place from 
whence they fet out, we fhould have had a compleat 
Knowledge of this Ifland ; but they neither brought 
us the Meafure of the South-Coaft, nor the Names 
of the Villages there ; wherefore we could only de- 
fcribe that Part from the Reports of fome of the In- 
habitants, and by what they told us that there was 
no main Land extended along the Coaft beyond the 
fifty-firft Degree, which could not be true if the Ifland 
was longer. 

It is varioufly named by the Inhabitants of the Con- 
tinent, according to the different Villages which they. 
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frequent ; but the Name by which it is generally di- 
ftinguifhed is Saghalien anga hata, Jhi JJIand of the 
Mouth of the Black River ; the Name Huye 9 advanced 
.by fome at Peking, is entirely unknown both to the 
Tartars on the Continent and the Inhabitants of the 
Jfland : The Mantcheoux who were fent thither learn- 
ed only the Names of the Villages through which they 
paffed, for the want of Neceffaries obliged them to 
return much fooner than they could have wifh'd \ 
they told us that thefe Iflanders fed no Horfes, nor 
%ny other Beafts of burthen, but that in feveral Parts 
they had feen a fort of tame Stags which drew their 
Sledges, and which, according to their Defcription, 
were like diofe ufed in Norway : They heard nothing 
of the Land of Jeffo, and indeed it muft lie five 
$r fix Degrees lower towards the South r according to 
our Maps and the Portuguefe Maps of Japan, from 
-whence that Ifland can't be very diftant, apparently 
not exceeding the forty-fifth Degree of- Latitude -, but 
that we leave to be more exactly determined by 
others. 

However this is certain that nothing is more fis- 
tulous than this Land of Jeffo, according to the De- 
fcription of the Chinefe Geographers, who make it of 
a vaft extent, and part of Eaftern Tartary inhabited 

• by- a warlike Nation formidable to the Japanefe 5 
for befides what we have already obferved of the Sea* 
coafts, feveral Points of which we fixed in determin- 

' iiag the Falls of the Rivers, how is it pofiible tha£ 
the Tu pi tafe, and the Ke tchen tafe Mantcheoux \ who 
border upon them, and who in the time of their hunt- 
ing Sables range all the Countries Eaft and Weft to 
the fifty- fifth Parallel? how is it pofiible, I fay, that 
they fhould know nothing of thefe terrible Neigh- 
bours, who have Bodies covered with Hair, Whis- 
kers that hang down to their Breads, and their Swords 
tied by the Point behind their Heads ? befides, ac- 
?prding to thefe Geographers, their Country ought at 
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fcaft to begin about the forty-fifth Pegree, which is 
in the Neighbourhood of Hontcbun, where we found 
none bqt a few Jfyelka ta */>, who, as I obferv'd be- 
fore, are at prefcnt united with the ManUhcouy both 
in Language and Manners. 

Whererore, withoijt examining whether the Cbinrfe 
Authors by i> ize underftand the Country which we 
pall Jejfo, it is fufficicnt to obferve that whatever they 
report of this part of the* Continent and its Inhabi- 
tants is intirely fabulous, and that it is much fafer to 
rely on the Accounts we receive from Japan> whence 
this Ifland of Jeffo can be no great diftance, being the 
Place which feveral Japanefe Chriftians made their 
Retreat to, afiifted by the illuftripus Father J train ©f 
jinges* who in the Year 1623 was put to death at 
Tendo at the Head of a Troop of fifty Martyrs : It is 
pertain that beyond the Sdghalien ouJa 9 inhabited by the 
Ke tcheng tafe, thefe is nothing but a few Villages of 
that Nation, the reft of the Country being a wild Do- 
fart, and frequented by none bur the Hunters of Sa- 
bles ; it is crofs'd by a Chain of Mountains very fa- 
mous in thefe parts, and called Hinkan olin : Here are 
alfo feveral fine Rivers ; the Toubourou pira falls into 
the Eaftern Ocean, and runs from another Chain of 
Mountains placed in the fifty-fifth Degree, which 
marks the Point of the Divifion of the Waters ; thu$ * 
Oudi pira runs Northward towards the Sea, and be- $ 
longs to the Mofcovitej, while Silimphi pira runs South 
into the Country of our Tartars. 

Thofe called Han bala are real Mantcbeoux ; the 
Word Han fignifies three, and Hala is the Sirname 05 
common Appellation of a Family, which gives you 
to underftand that they are compofed of three Famu 
lies, who united together after the Conqueft of th« 
reft of their Nation, from which they lay remote, be- 
ing m^xed with the Tu p tatfe-, the Emperor haa 
given them Lands near Ningouta 9 along the Houtba* 
pra and the Songari oula y on the Banks of which moft 
' ' of 
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of their Villages are feated \ their Wives, Children, 
and Servants are drefled in general like the Tu p t& 
fe ; but they differ from "them in this, that they feed 
Horfes and Oxen, and have commonly a plentiful 
Harveft : Alfo in thefe parts are the Remains of feve- 
ral Cities ; Fenegue hotun was built on the Hout ba 
pra, about five or fix Leagues from Ningouta, but 
at prefent is only a little Hamlet ; Odoli hotun was ve- 
ry ftrong by its Situation, being acceffible only by a 
narrow Slang of Earth which rifes like a Caufeway in 
the middle of the Water ; here are alfo to be feen 
great Stair-cafes of Stone, with other Remains of a 
Palace, the like of which is obfervable no where die, 
not even at Ningouta. 

Wherefore it is highly probable that all the Monu- 
ments of Antiquity, found in Eaftern Tartary, were 
the Work not of the prefent Mantcbeoux, but of the 
Mantcbeoux of the twelfth Century, who under the 
Name of Kin tcbao made themfelves Matters of the 
North of China, and built in feveral Parts of their 
Country thefe Towns and Palaces, which were after- 
wards deftroyed by the Mongous or Mongols in con- 
federacy with the Cbinefe, when all that efcap'd were 
obliged to fly into the Weftern parts of their ancient 
Country, at prefent inhabited by the Solon ta tfe Tar- 
tars, who profefs themfelves originally Mantcbeoux. 

Agreeable to this Remark we may alfo conclude 
that Poutai oula notun was built by them , nothing of 
which is now to be feen but a Pyramid indifferent- 
ly high, with the Ruins of the Walls, without which 
are fome Houfes inhabited by the Mantcbeoux ; it is 
abbut eight or nine Leagues from Kirin oula botun 9 
and feated on the Songari, which in that part is called 
Pou tai oula, whence it takes its Name •, this may be 
reckon'd the fourth, or rather the laft City, for there 
are but four in all the Government of Kirin oula, of 
which this is the leaft, as not having an equal Jurif- 
di&ion with the reft \ but in other refpcfts it is much 

more 
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more agreeable, being fituated in a fertile Plain, and 
better inhabited. 

There is nothing more celebrated in the Mantcbeou 
Hiftory than this River Songari oula, and the Moun- 
tain whence it fprings, called by the Tartars, Chanyen 
alin, anil by the Cbinefe, Tcbang pe chart, that is to 
fay 7*be Mountain always white ; from this they de- 
rive their Origin, which they mix with a great many 
fabulous Circumftances ; for it has always been the 
Ambition of great Nations to find fomething wonder- 
ful in their beginning, and to trace themfelves from 
more than mortal Anceftors : It is certain however that 
the Mantcbeoux have no River in all their Territories 
comparable to the Songari oula, which is large and 
navigable in every part, abounding in Fifh, and no 
where dangerous, being but moderately rapid even at 
its Confluence with the Sagbalien oula, as we obferved 
on the Place. 

The Mountain from which it derives its Source is 
likewife the moft famous in all Eaftern Tartary * it 
lifts itfelf much higher than the reft, and may be ken 
at a vaft diftance; one part of it is covered with 
Wood, but the other is naked, and confifts only in a 
foft Gravel which looks always white ; wherefore it is 
not the Snow that whitens it, as the Cbinefe imagine, 
fpr there is never any, at leaft not in Summer ; on 
the top are five Rocks which rife, like fo many bro- 
ken Pyramids, exceeding high, and arc always wet 
with the perpetual Fogs and Vapours that condenfe 
round them ; in the middle they indole a deep Lake, 
whence iffues the fine Fountain that forms the Son- 
gari; the Mantcbeoux, to make this Mountain ftill 
more wonderful, have a common Saying, That it is 
the Mother of three great Rivers, Fou men oula, which 
we have already defcribed, with Talou oula, and Ci- 
hou oula, which having coafted the Borders of Corea 
unite, and fall into the Sea of that Kingdom. 

But 
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neither is this exaftly true, zi may be feeii 
Vlap, nor can the Origin of all thefe Rivers bfc 
ed to Tcbang pe chan 9 unlefs you alfo include 
ghbouring Mountains that feparate the King- 
I Cere* from the ancient Country of the Man- 
> which at prefent makes part of the Govern* 
f Kitin oula. 

The THIRD GOVERNMENT. 

E third Government is that of Tfitclcar, * 
ty built by the Emperor to defend his Ffofi- 
^inft the Mofcovites ; it is fituated near the Non+ 

a confiderable River that falls into the Sort* 
nd is inhabited by Marttcbeoux^ Sokns i and in 
lar by the ancient Inhabitants of the Country of 
r, called Tagouri. 

: Nation, which is not over-populous, fubrtiit- 
the Mantcheoux in the time of the Emperor's 
; whofe Protection they implored againft th<e 
\tesj who paffing in armed Veflels out of thd 
en aula into the Songari oula fcoured all th£ 
which communicate with the one or the other, 
ade themfelves terrible to all the 'tartaric*?! 
s bordering upon them. 

fe Tagouri are very large and robuft, and have" 
been accuftomed to fow Corn, and to build, 
[(landing they have ever been furrounded with' 
', who neither apply'd themfelves to one or the 
The City of Tfitcicar is inclofed with a Pali- 
large Stakes of a moderate height, but clofe 
and Well terras'd within ; the Garrifon chiefly" 

of Tartars, but the Merchants, Artificers,. 
>fking People are moftly Chinefe, either drawn 
by Traffick, or exil'd by the Law ; the 
of both Nations are without the wooden Wall, 
:ontains little befide the Tribunals and the Pa- 
he Tartarian General j they are built of Earth, 
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ranged into pretty large Streets, and are all inclofed 
within a fecond Wall made of Earth. \ ' 

On the General of Tfitcicar depend the new Cities 
liderguen, Hotun, and Hagbalien oula*hotun\ Merguen 
is upwards of forty Leagues from Tfitcicar, much 
thinner of Inhabitants, and enclofed only .with on* 
Wall; the Territories of both thefc are but indiffe- 
rent for goodnefs, being of a fandy Soil ; but that 
of Sagbalien Quia botun is plentiful even in Wheat, and 
is a Plain along this fine. River, where they have 
built feveral Villages ; the City itfelf/ which ftands 
on the South fide, is built like Tfitcicar, is equally 
full of Inhabitants, &nd abounds much more with 
Corn, 

About thirteen Chinefe Lys higher, on the North 
fide, are the Remains of an ancient City called Aykom, 
built by the firft Emperors of the lad; Family of Tai 
wing ; for, by a furprifing turn of Fortune, the Wc- 
ftern Tartars or Mongoux ta tfe were not only outed 
by the Chinefe, whofe Matters they had been fc 
majiy Years, but alio attacked with iuch Vigour in* 
their own Country, that after a Retreat to the remo- 
teft parts of it they were obliged in their turns to 
draw Lines and raife Fortifications, fome of the Ruins 
of which we have feen-, neither even then could they 
defend themfelves long againft the Fury of their Ene- 
mies who were bent upon their Deftruftion, but 
were forced to pafs the Sagbalien aula, at what time, 
the City of Aykom was built to confine them there un- 
der Tung lo. 

It feems to have fubfifted a confiderable time, fince 
it was not till twenty Years after that the Tartars, re- 
entering their ancient Country, endeavoured to re- 
venge themfelves of the Chinefe by fudden Incurfions 
into the Northern Provinces ; if they were afterwards- 
defeated, or rather overwhelmed by the vaft Army 
of the Emperor Suen ti^ yet they (till kept pofleffion 
of their Country, the Chinefe Generals either not 

knowing 
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knowing how, or being unwilling to take the Ad- 
vantage of fo great a Vi&ory, to oblige them to re^ 
pafs the Saghalien oula, and rebuild Aykom. This 
Name is equally known to Cbinefe and Tartars, and 
feveral at Peking likewife give the fame to the new 
City, tho* built in a different Place ; but the proper 
Name of that is Saghalien oula hotun, The City of the 
black River, for fo it is ftyl'd in all publick A6te, as 
alfo in the Orders difpatch'd to the Governors of thcfe 
Parts. 

On this City depends whatever the Mantcbeoux po£ 
fefs along this River, which is nothing but a few 
Villages, and a vaft Defart full of Wood, which 
makes it an excellent Country for hunting Sable?. The 
Mufcovites of hiptchou would have made themfelves 
Matters of it by Degrees had they continued in Pof- 
feflion of the City of Tafca, which they built a few 
Days Journey from ancient Aykom ; but this was de- 
moliftiM by the Treaty of Peace in 1689, to take a- 
way all occafion of Quarrel from the Tartarian Hun- 
ters of phis Country. They keep a very good Guard 
here, have Centries on the Frontiers, and a great 
Number of arm'd VefTels on the Saghalien oula This 
River is encreafcd by feveral others, fuch as Songpira, 
Corfin pira, &V. which are confiderable for Pearl-fifo- 
ing : They have not many Fafhions of fifhingi for 
as the Water in thefe Rivers is but ihallow they 
throw themfelves in without fear, and taking the firft 
Oyfters they can find leap with them to Shore. 

They told us they found -none in the River itfelf; 
but this, as their Mandarins inlorm'd us, was be- 
caufe they durft not plunge into fo deep a Water ; 
they alfo filh for them in feveral other little Rivers 
that fall into Nonni oula and Songari, fuch as Arom, 
and Nemer, which run by the Road from Tftcicar to > 
Merguen \ but in all thofe which lie Weft of Saghalien 
oulahotun, towards the Borders of the Mcfcovites, they 
affured us they never found any. Thus the very Pearls 

have 
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have their Limits, and are- not lavifh'd into every 
Water : They are highly valued by the Tartars, but 
would probably appear of little worth to thofe who 
are Judges of them amongft us, by reafon of their 

. Defedfc in Shape and Colour ; ncverthelefs the Empe- 
ror has fcveral Strings of them, a hundred or more 
on a String, very large, and exaft alike, but then 

. thefe are choie out ot thoufands, for all that have 

been fifh'd for fo many Years belong wholly to him* 

.The Skins of the Sables caught in this Country 

are alfo greatly cfteem*d by the Tartar s^vA in parti - 

. cular for their Wear and Service ; but what pains do 

. they coft the Solons ta tfe who hunt them ? ■ Thefe are 
originally Eaftern Tartars^ and affirm themfelves to be 
defcended from thole that efcap'd the general Deftruc- 
tion of their Nation in 1204, as we have already ob- 
ferv'd : They are more robuft, skilful, and brave, 
than the Inhabitants of thefe Parts ; and their Women 
alfo mount on Horfeback, draw the Bow, and hunt 
Stags, and other Creatures of Game. 

A great number of thefe tartars inhabit at pre- 
fent at Niergui, a pretty large Town not far from 
T'fitcicar and Merghen ; we faw them fet out from 
hence on the firft of OElcber to hunt Sables •, they 
were cloath'd in fhort ftrait Jackets made of Wolf- 
Skins, with a Cap of the fame, and their Bows crofs 
their Shoulders : They alfo took fome Horfes loaded 
with Sacks of Millet, and their long Mantles of Fox 
or Tiger-Skins, in which they wrap themfelves a- 
gainft the Cold, and efpecially in the Night ; their 
Dogs arc train'd to the Exercife, climb well, and are 
acquainted with the Wiles of the Sables. 

Neither the feverity of a Winter, which freezes the 
greateft Rivers, nor the dread of the Tygcrs with 
which they are often oblig*d to combat, nor the Death 
of their Companions can deter them from returning e- 
yery Year to this painful and dangerous Exercife, which 
undoubtedly they would never do, if their whole 
Vol. IV. I Riches 
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Riches did not confift in it. The fineft Skins are for 
the Emperor, who pays a fix'd Price for a certain 
Number ; the others are very dear, even in the Coun- 
try it felf, and alfo very fcarce, being immediately 
bought up by the Mandarins of thofc parts, or the 
Merchants of Tfitcicar. 

This Government to the Weft, and on the fide of 
Mofcovite Tartary, is bounded by two Rivers of a mo- 
derate largenefs ; one of them takes its rife a little on 
this fide the fiftieth Degree South, and % difcharges it- 
fclf into the Sagbalien oula, at almoft the fourth De- 
gree of Eaftern Longitude, reckoning from the Me- 
ridian of Peking : It is called Ergone, and is remark- 
able for nothing but being the Boundary of the Em- 
pire : On the other fide the River, a litle North- Weft 
of the Fall of Ergone, the fmall River Aigue KerbetcH 
defcends from the North, but its courfe is ftill more 
inconfiderable. 

From hence they reckon it fifty Leagues toNiptebou 
the firft City of the Mofcovites, almoft under the fame 
Meridian as Peking: It ftands likewife on the North- 
fide the Sagbalien oula, and takes its Name from the Ri- 
ver of Niptbou, which in this part falls into that River : 
It is built, by relation, almoft in the fame manner as 
Tfitcicar ; the Garrifon is chiefly compos'd of Sibe- 
rians and Tartars, but commanded by Mofcovite Of- 
ficers: Its Latitude, as took in the Year 1689 by the 
Fathers Tbomas and Gerbillon, was fifty-one Degrees, 
forty-five Minutes, which alfo agrees very well with 
our Obfervations taken at Sagbalien oula botun,as alfo 
about thirty-one Leagues from this City, in afcending 
the River to the Station of the Tartar Guards, called 
Qulouffbu moudan. 

All the Lands of the Mofcovites beyond Niptbou, 
as alfo all Sagbalien oula towards its Source, were 
placM on the Map according to the Accounts given 
us by fome Mengous who inhabit near the Borders, as 
alfo by fome other Tartars, who were very glad to 
have a general Idea of the Situation of their Country 

in 
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in refpeft to that without the Empire ; wherefore we 
muft wait for a more exaft and certain Knowledge of 
thefc yaft Countries, till the Mofeovites lhall have 
given us fome Maps drawn by Mathematicians fent 
on purpofe to fettle the Geography, for thofe which 
have hitherto appear'd were only regulated by Jour- 
nals, or uncertain Cqjnputations or Accounts, as is 
evident from the Confufion and Miftakes with which 
they abound. 

Of the Country of the Mongols or Mongous. 



w 



r E now come to the other Part of Eaftfcrn Tar- 
tary, which, as I have already remarked, is 
govern'd immediately by its own Princes who are de- 
pendent on the Emperor. This all belongs to the 
Mongols or Mongou Tartar s 9 call'd by the Cbincfe, Tfao 
ta tfe 9 and is no lefs extenfive than that which depends 
on the Mantcheou Governours, being in breadth from 
Eaft to Weft above three hundred Leagues, and a- 
bout two hundred in length from North to South, 
tho' not every where equal. 

But how many different Nations are comprehended 
under this general Name of the Mongous ? They ex- 
tend even to the Cajpian Sea, dwell in Tents, and 
live on their Flocks, which they remove from Pafture 
to Pafture ; their chief Excellence they place in Riding, 
Hunting and drawing the Bow : They have alfo their 
fet Bounds, for tho' they may wander where they pleafe 
within their own Limits, yet to pafs farther is ac- 
counted an aft of Hoftility : Their Lands in general 
ore bad for Tillage, and by what- we could obferve 
thofe of Cortcbin, Oban^ and Naymann, which we 
pafled thro* twice in our return from Petoune and 
ffitcicar are the worft - 9 Cortcbin confifts .of nothing 
but a parcel of barren Plains ; inftead of Wood thej 

I 2 bum 
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ung of Horfcs and Cows, which they dry 
pofe, and for want of Fountains arc oblig'd 
>. 

*, call'd in fomc of our Maps the King- 
z Nagmansi and 0}jan % are two Countries 
'ortchin^ but of a better Soil, being inter- 
1 little Hills whicl? furnifh Wood for Fuel, 
>verts for abundance of Game,efpecially an 
Number of Quails, which flew tame be- 
Horfes Feet. 

irce Countries, and that of Tourmede y or 
ivhich joins them on the Eaft, are much 
is to fay of a dry, fandy, nitrous Soil, 
m cold, notwithftanding they maintain a 
ber of Tartarian Princes. The Houfe of 
ly, at the time of our palling there, had 
le of thefe Princes, and thofe diftinguifh'd 
reral Titles, like our Dukes, Marquiffes, 
:. The truth is they have no fix'd num- 
pcnd entirely on the Will of the Emperor, 
f acknowledge as their great * Han> and 
raifes or degrades them, according to the 
1 he receives of their good or ill Condudt. 
ley have neither Title nor military Corn- 
are called Tat gui> or, as the Chinefe pro- 
i ki, neverthelefs they are refpedted as Ma- 
s inferior Tartars^ who indeed are no bet- 
ves to the refpeftive Heads of their Houfes. 
intry of Cartching is far the beft Soil, for 
it Princes arc originaly Cbineje^ and only al- 
former Family, they have encourag'd a 
er of their Countrymen to fettle here, who 
everal Towns, and improv'd the Lands 
t, whence they reap both Food for them- 
for Traffick with the other Tartars^ to 
fell a part of their Harveft. 

? Kan, but all /£r Tartars pronounce Han* or rather 
between the two Letters K and H. 

Here 
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Here are alfo feveral Mines, in particular fome of 
an excellent Tin, with large Forefts of fine Timber, 
a great quantity of which is made ufe of for their 
Buildings at Peking. The Father of the Great Grand- 
father of the prefent Family got very rich by this 
Traffick, and having by his Wealth procur'd great 
Advantages to the old Prince of Cartching, he fo far s 
won his Friendfhip as to obtain his only Daughter In 
Marriage, and fo became Heir to all his Poffeffions. 
Being thus advanc'd to the rank of a Tartarian Prince 
he began to imitate their Manners, and winning by 
degrees upon the reft of his Subje&s foon faw himfeif 
Mafter of whatever had been pofleffed by his Father- 
in-law. 

To prefervehimfclf in this he enter'd into a League 
with the MankheouX) who were then attempting the 
Conqueft of China, and as he made no queftion of 
their Succefs from the Confufions which he knew reign'd 
in that Empire, thro' the Infurreftion of two famous 
Rebels, he aided them with Men and Mony : For 
this Service he was recompense with the peaceable 
Poficflion of all Cartching y an Alliance with the new 
Imperial Family TJing tcbao, and the Dignity of Tfing 
vang 9 which is the higheft Honour an Emperor of 
China can beftow on any Prince of his Dependance, 
and which is ufually tranflated a Regulo of the firft 
Order. 

Cartching from North to South is not above forty- 
two of our Leagues, but of a much larger extent from 
Eaft to Weft : In this Country are the Places where 
the Emperor frequently hunts, and not far from them 
the fine Houfes of Pleafure where that great Prince 
ufually fpends his Summer ; for the Heats are much 
more tolerable in this Quarter than at Peking, tho* 
the diftance between that and Geho, the fineft of thefc 
Places, is not above forty Leagues if you pafs thro* 
Kou pe kern, one of the Gates of the Great Wall, which 
is almoft in the Mid-way : Beyond this Gate, on the 

I l North- 
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Northfidethe Chaces, lie the Territories of the Princes 
of Ontnot and Parin, who have been many Years al- 
ly'd to the Imperial Family : The Country of Parin 
is the largeft, but in other refpedts much like that of 
Onbiot, the Soil of which is but indifferent: Here 
are alfo no Houfes, except a few built near the Palace 
of the Princefs, Daughter to the Emperor, for the Re- 
ception of her Retinue : We were generoufly enter- 
tain'd there, for it is certain, even amongft the Tartars, 
that their Princes have fomething in their Air and 
Manners which diftinguifhes them from their Subjedb. 

Thefe laft are not treated with feverity, either here 
or elfcwhere, but have fuch an eafy and ready accefe 
upon all occaGons, that if they did not ftile them- 
felves Slaves in fpeaking to their Lords you would 
never imagine them to be fo ; yet this Familiarity a- 
bates nothing of their Refpeft, for they are perfwaded 
from their Infancy that they are only born to obey, 
as the others are to command. There were alio fe- 
yeral Princes in Parin and O.nh\ot> the Emperor's 
Son in-law h^d the Title otTftng vang 9 or Regulo of 
the firft Order, and one of the Princes ofOnlnot that 
of Kun vang 9 or Regulo of the fecond Order : The 
Mother of this laft had built a fmall Palace near a 
little River called Sirgha or Sibe, but the Prince him- 
felf ufually encamp'd on the Banks of it, fometimes 
in one place, and fometimes in another. 

But of all the Mongou or Mongol Nations, which 
at prefent acknowledge the Emperor, the moft po- 
pulous and celebrated is that of the Kalkas 9 who po£ 
iefs above two hundred Leagues of the Eaft and Weft 
Country, and the Banks of the fineft Rivers in all 
this Tartary : That of KaTka pira 9 whence they take 
their Name, is at prefent one of the lead frequented ; 
they tell you it iffues out of a famous Mountain 
called Suetki or Siclki 9 eighty-four Leagues from Pa- 
ri^ and fixty-four from Tfitcicar : They alfo pretend 
that it is the Source of feveral other Rivers, but we 

could 
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could obferve nothing remarkable in it, either for 
length of Courfe or largenefs of Stream. 

The Kalka pra paffes thro*. a great Lake called 
Pouir, pnd runs diredtiy North into another Lake , 
Hill larger, nam'd Coulon nor, of which I fhall fpeak 
hereafter : But we muft not omjt taking notice that 
after it has paffed thro* Pouir it changes its Name, 
and is called Ourfon, left you fhould imagine it two 
Rivers inftead of one ; a common Miftake even at 
Peking itfelf, where the ^Tartars, who have not been 
Upon the fpot, talk with little Exa&nefs of this Part, 
apparently occafion'd by thefe Changes in the Names, 
The Rivers Kerlon, Toula, Tony and Selingue, tho* of 
a lefs celebrated Origin among thefe People, yet are 
Better inhabited along their Banks, and wafh larger 
and more fertile Countries : Their Waters are alfo 
clearer and more healthful, and abound with plenty of 
good Fifh, efpeci^lly Trouts. 

The Kerlon takes its Courfe from Weft to Eaft, and 
runs into the great Lake Coulon nor, whofe Waters 
dffcharge themfelves into the River Saghalien oula, by 
the Canal of a new River, which leaving the Name 
Kerlon neither takes that of Kalka nor Our/on, of 
whofe Waters it's compos'd, but that of Ergone, and 
this, as I have already obferv'd, is the Boundary on 
this Side to the Empire of the Mantcheoux. 

But as the Situation and Extent of the Lake Coulon 
nor, as alfo the Courfes of thefe Rivers with their 
different Names, according to the Countries they pafs 
thro', are defcrib'd in the Map without any regard 
to the Cbinefe Geographers, we fhall forbear any far- 
ther Defcription, which perhaps would only perplex 
what is plain there. 

The Kerlon is not deep, but almoft every where 
fordable on a fandy Bottom, is of a good Water, 
and of about fixty common foot in breadth ; its Mea- 
dows on each fide are the richeft Paftures in Tartary, 
alfo on its North Bank are the Remains of a large 

I 4 City* 
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City, which we took care not to omit in the Em r 
peror's Map, where we diftinguifh*d thefc fort of 
Towns by little Squares uncojour'd. 

Thefe Towns are of no great Antiquity, for it is in 
a manner evident that they were all built in the Terr 
ritorics of the Mongols, by the Mongus Succeflbrs of 
the famous Coblai ban, or Cobeli, as the Eaftern Tar-, 
tars pronounce it, or Co pi li, as he is callM by the 
Chinefe, who have no B but ufe a P in the (lead. 

His Predeceflbr, nam'd Mango ban, or Mangeou x 
jnention'd in the Relation of the Cordelier Rubrequis 
to S. Louts in the Year 1253, was only Matter of 
the North part of China, and refided almoft always 
without the Great Wall in a place call'd Kara coran y 
as the Cordelier reports. But Coblai carry'd his Con- 
quefts Southwards in the Year 1260, and after various 
Wars, for the Space of nineteen Years, remain'd Ma- 
iler of all China \ wherefore in the Chinefe Annals he 
is reckoned the Anceftor and firft Emperor of the 
Imperial Family of the Mongous, knpwn by the Name 
of Tuen tchao in the Year 1279. 

Therefore it is probable that thefe Towns were not 
built till after the beginning of the Reign of Coblai r 
that is not till after the Year 1260, according to the 
Chinefe Computation, which in that agrees with ours. 
"Rubrequis alfo fpcaks of Kara coran as a Village, and 
befides we know the Genius of that Nation, which 
prefers the ufe of Tents to the convenience of any 
Houfe whatfoever. 

But when they grew reconcil'd to the Chittefe Cu- 
ftoms, and had been civil iz'd under the Government 
of fuch an accomplifh'd Prince as the Chinefe reprc- 
fent Coblai, we may doubtlefs fuppofe that, unwilling 
to appear inferior to the Nation they had conquered, 
they begun to build a number of Cities in Tartary, 
the Ruins of which are ftill to be feen in twenty difr 
ferent places, and perhaps in feveral others unknown 
to us. * 
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The Mongous, therefore, did then what the Mant- 
cbeoux do at prefcnt under the happy Government of 
the Emperor Gang bi> by whofe Encouragement they 
have bqilt Towns in the remoteft Parts of Tartary y9 
as alfo fine Pleafure-Houfes in the nearer Provinces, 
in particular at Gebo and Kara botun 9 the Name of 
which laft is not unlike that .of Kara coran, and fig- 
nifies The Black City, but the Situation is intirely dif- 
ferent : Wherefore the iEra of the Foundation of thefc 
Tartarian Cities fhould be placed towards the end of 
the thirteenth Century j and as, by a furprifing Revolu- 
tion, the Cbineje were vi&orious in their turn towards 
the end of the fucceeding Century, when thefe Cities 
were all deftroy'd or abandon'd, it is no wonder if in 
fo fliort a Duration they could raifc no qiagnificcnt 
Monuments to eternalifc their Memory. 

The City built on theA>r&»was of a fquarc Form, 
about twenty Cbinefe Lys, or two of our Leagues in 
Circumference ; the Foundations are ftill to be feen, 
with fome Pieces of the Wall, and two half-ramed 
Pyramids: The Name of it was Para botun, that is, 
the City of the Tiger ; for they tell you it was built oa 
account of the cry of a Tiger, which was takea 
for a good Omen. Not far from hence was a Place 
callM Kara Oujfon, where there is a little Lake, ar4 
3 very fine Fountain of Water, fituate in a fertile 
Plain : There are alfo Herds of wild Deer, Mules, &c. 
But whether this was Kara coran? die Court of 
Mango bau y or of his Predeceffor * Kajou fou y to 
whom the Dominican of Lonjumeau was fent with 
magnificent Prefents by S. Loiiis in the Year 1249, 
will be difficult to determine ; for on one hand it is 
not eafy to imagine how an Emperor of all Tartary, . 

* Ws Kajou fou being, according to the Chincfe Hifory, tbeTii 
tfou, or Grandfather of the firjt Emperor of the Yuen, fhould be the 
Grandfather of Coblai, whom it alfo calk Che tfou, according to 

Cufom, 
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and the North part of China, could poffibly fubfift, 
except in the Countries on this fide Sagbalien oula ; 
for all beyond is inhabitable by none but Savages, 
and therefore could never entertain the Sovereign of 
fo many Nations, with a Court crowded not only 
with Officers, but, if you believe the Relation, with 
Ambaffadors from the remoteft Parts, and Prisoners 
of almoft all the Nations in the World. But then, 
on the other hand, the Rout of thefe two Embaf- 
lies can be no way rcconcil'd to the Pofition of ,thefe 
Rivers and Mountains, which, as we obferv'd, are 
all on this fide the fiftieth Degree of Latitude in 
this part of fartafy. 

The Latitude of the Kerlon, for example, is but 
forty-eight Degrees, and as many Minutes, and Ka- 
ra oujfon has ftill a lefs Elevation, wherefore it is more 
probable to conje&ure that thefe Travellers, having* 
neither the Mathematicks nor Compafs to afiift them 
in fo long a Journey Eaftward, infenfibly declined 
towards the South, inftead as they imagin'd of be- 
ing got fo far North as fixty : Bcfides Tartary both 
North and South as far as forty-one, where Kara bo- 
tun is fituated, is not without Wood for Fuel, nor 
even in any of the Plains mentiem'd on this fide 
fifty. Notwithftanding this they report that, in the 
Tent or Apartment of the Emperor himfclf, the Fire 
was fupply'd with nothing but Thorns, Roots of 
. Wormwood and the Dung of Oxen. However, thrf 
we cannot determine the particular Situation of this 
Court and Kara koran, the Relation is equally cre- 
> dible ; for if in the Geography of our ancient Gauls 
we meet with fo many Difficulties, tho* aflifted by 
fo many Books and Monuments of Antiquity, we 
may expert much greater in Countries like thefe, and 
efpecially in Tartary, which, being altogether open 
and defencelefs, is ever a Prey to the ftrongeft. 

On the Road from Tcbang kia keou^ towards the 
Kerlon, you meet with a remarkable Infcription, and 

perhaps 
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perhaps the only one in the Mongous Country ; it is 
about a League diftant from a place call'd Holayftai, 
where there is a little Lake : There are fcveral Pil- 
lars of white Marble fix'd in the Ground, and on 
the higheft fome Chnnefe Chara&ers, importing that 
under the Reign of Tong lo the Cbinefe Army, com- 
manded by the Emperor in J?erfon, arrived there the 
fourteenth of May, according to our * Calculation. 
Whence k appears that in his Purfuit of the Mongous 
he did not drive them beyond Kerlon* but contented 
himfelf with chafing them beyond the Great Wal 
and the real Limits of the Empire. 

The other River call'd foula runs from Eaft to 
Weft, and in many places is larger, deeper, and more 
rkpid than Kerlon : It is alfo bordered with Woods 
and beautiful Meadows, and on its Northfide are 
Mountains coverM with large Firs, which afford an 
agreeable Profpeft : The Mongous of this Tartary 
fpeak of it with admiration : This River Toula joins 
itfelf with another calPd Orgon or Ouchon, which runs 
from the South- Weft ; with this it takes its Courfe 
towards the North, and after being encreas'd with 
feveral others, as the Selingue fira, at length dis- 
charges itfelf into the greateft Lake in all Tartary, 
nam'd Pat cal, which belongs to the Mofeovites. 
The Selingue alfo is not wholly poffeffed by the Kal- 
kas 9 for the Mofcovites are Matters of the lower Part 
of the River, and on the oppofite fide, near the 
Confines of the two Empires, have built a little place 
call'd Selingeskoi, and beyond that the City of Er- 
gouski, which is better peopled, and of as much Traf- 
fick as perhaps any City in Tartary. 

In going from hence to Tobelk, the Capital of Siberia 
and North Tartary, you meet conftantly with Houfcs 
and Villages where you may lodge very commodiouf- 
ly ; for it is only in travelling from Selingue, till you 

f Py reducing th< Chincfc Moons to our Month. 
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come almoft to the Great Wall, that you are obliged, 
to lodge and diet in the Tartarian manner. The Wa- 
ters of Touy pira are clear and healthful like thofe of 
Kcrlon ; it alfo waters as fertile Plains as thofe of 
Tcula, and after a courfe of a confiderable length 
lofes itfelf near a little Lake, without rifing again in 
any other Part. 

The Nation of the Kalkas is govern'd by a great 
number of Princes, and as it was divided into Can- 
tons fome of thefe Princes have affum'd the Title 
of Han or Emperor, tho* it is certain no one of them 
was ever Mafter of all Tartary, but only of the Ter- 
ritories belonging to his own Family, or other ad- 
joining ones of little Confideration. 

Before the War which broke out in the Year 1688, 
between the Elutbs and the Kalkas, thefe laft had 
three Princes that bore the Title of Han \ the firft 
and moft Weftern, nam'd Cafaftou ban, was taken and 
(Iain by the Elutbs ; the fecond, call'd Toujiflou han y 
betook himfelf to flight, but was follow'd by few of his 
People, the reft retiring into the Woods we mention'd 
on this fide Toula ; the third, whofe Name was febe 
ichin ban, and who ufually encamp'd near Kerlon, alfo 
retreated along the River as far as Coulon nor, hold- 
ing himfelf in continual readinefs to pafs over the 
Ergone, if he fhould find himfelf oblig*d to retire in- 
to the Country of Mantcbeoux, whofe Protedtion he 
had demanded. But after the War and the Death of 
Caldan, King of the Elutbs, who pretended that the 
Kalkas and their Han always held of his Family, the 
Emperor became Mafter of all the reft of thefe Prin- 
ces and their People that had efcap'd the Maflacres 
of that cruel Enemy- 

In the Year 1691 Tche tcbin ban, with the Kalka 
Princes of his Houfc that had fled to his Majefty, 
acknowledg'd him for their chief Sovereign, and that 
on no dilhonourable Terms, confidcring the ill Po- 
fture of their Affairs. The Han was confirm'd in 

his, 
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his Dignity, but with condition that it fhould not pars 
to his Succcflbr, who was to content himfelf with that 
of Xfing van g> or Regulo of the firft Order -, as alfo 
was his Uncle, whom the Emperor immediately irt- 
veiled with that Dignity in an Aflembly which he 
held of the States of Ralka : Five others were created 
Pei le, or Regulos of the third Order ; another Cong , 
a Title almoft equivalent to that of Count - y and two 
others were made Chajfac, or Chiefs of Standards or 
Banners. 

To underftand this you niuft know that the Tar- 
tars, either at Peking or'elfewhere, whether Mantcheoux 
or Mongous, as alfo the Chinefe, who in this particu- 
lar have imitated them ever fince the Conqueft of the 
Empire, are all divided into different Bodies, artd 
rang'd under particular Banners. Thofe at Peking, te 
we fhall explain more fully hereafter, are under eight 
Banners, and diftinguifh'd by their feveral Colours 
enjoin'd by the Laws of the new Monarchy. The 
Mongous, beyond the Great Wall, were of late Years 
rang'd under forty-nine Banners ; but to enumerate 
them would be both tedious and ufelefe, efpecially as 
their number is not fix'd, but increafes in proportion 
to the number of the Families. 

The Banners of the Mongous have not all an equal 
number of Nitrous, or Companies ; but every Nurou 
ought to confift of a hundred and fifty Families : 
Thus for example, in the Partition made according -to 
a Refolution of the Aflembly in 1692, the Han, be- 
fides his Dignity, was aflign'd the Command of twenty ^ 
feven Nurous, or Companies, united under the firft 
Banner of the Kalkas ; the fecond Banner confided of 
twenty-one Companies, and was commanded by a 
.Regulo of the firft Order : The third had but twelve, 
and the others fome more and fome lefs. The Re- 
mainder of the Houfe, and Subjefts of Tonjiou han % 
having at length quitted their Woods, fubmitted them- 
felves to the Emperor: Thefe they divided into three 
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Banners under three Princes, one of which was ho- 
noured with the Title ofPeile, or Regulo of the third 
Order, another with that of Cong, or Count, and the 
third was made CbaJ/ac, and commanded a Banner. 

Alfo the Son of Cbajfaftou ban, who was (lain by 
Caldartj came to call himfelf at the Emperor's Feet : 
He was only accompanied with three or four of his 
Father's Officers, for the reft, as reported, having a 
good Understanding with the Enemy had retir'd into 
the Country of the Eluths, where they were all either 
mafiacred or enflavM: The Emperor receivM him 
with a Bounty worthy his own Greatnefs, and a few 
Days after affign'd him certain Lands about Hon bou 
botun % a little City without the Great Wall, and which, 
as it lies near the Gates Cba kou keou 9 and Tcbang kia 
keouj is a Place of confidcrable Commerce, and wants 
nothing for the Accommodation of Tartars. The 
Emperor alfo, that he might entirely recompenfe his 
Lofles, according to the Notions and Genius of that 
Nation, made him a Prefent of part of his Flocks 
which are fed in thefe Parts, and which are fo vaftly 
numerous that the greateft of the Mongou Princes muft 
own his. Majefty as much their Superior in this kind 
of Riches as he is by Dignity of Great Han, which 
they acknowledge in his Perfon. 

The Intendants over his Shepherds affur'd us, that 
they had 199000 Sheep under their Care, parted into 
225 Flocks, and almoft as many horned Cattle, di- 
vided ihto Herds, of which every Herd contained 
100: The number of Breeding-Mares and Stallions is 
ftill greater, fo that the Emperor is undeniably the 
richeft Prince in the World in Horfes, and the moft 
powerful in Cavalry, for as to Infantry the Tartars 
fcarce know what it means. 

But befide thefe Lands, appointed for the Flocks 

and Horfes of the Emperor, he has a much larger 

. Traft along the Great Wall in the Neighbourhood 

of Peking^ which is the particular Property of his 

Houfe, 
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Houfe, and belongs to him by the Partition made at 
the Gonqueft : Thefe Lands are in the Hands of 
Farmers, fome of which pay their Rent in Kind and 
fome in Mony ; the Mony is put into the Coffers of 
the Palace, for the Emperor lives altogether on his 
own Domain, and leaves the Revenues of the Empire 
in the publick Treafury of the Sovereign Court of 
the Finances, which Court is charged with the Pay- 
ment of the Officers who ferve on the Foot of their , 
Mandarinates. 

This great number of Flocks, Horfes, and Farms, 
makes almoft as much Imprcffion on the Minds of the 
Tartars as all the Magnificence of the Court of Peking* 
and in particular attaches the Mongou Princes to the 
Emperor. 

The Kalkasy who fubmitted thcmfelves, have found 
the good effe&s of his Liberality ever fince, and en- 
joying a profound Peace under his ProtedHon ire al- 
moft entirely recruited •, neverthelefe the Emperor has 
not thought proper in Policy to leave either thefe 
Princes, or his other ancient Vaflals, the Power of 
putting their Subje&s to death, nor even that of con- 
fifcating their Goods. 

Both thefe Cafes of Death and Confiscation are re- 
ferv'd for the Sovereign Tribunal, which his Majefty 
has eftablifh'd at Peking y and which is called Mongol 
Cbourgan^ the Tribunal of the Mongols : This Tri- 
bunal, after the Examination of the Affair, according 
to the receiv'dLaws andCuftoms among them, makes 
its Report, and delivers its Opinion with the fame 
Formalities as are obferved in the fix Sovereign Tri- 
bunals for the Affairs of China. 

The Kalkas have among them one of thofe Lamas, 
whom they call Hou touftou, and look upon as living 
Foj or, as the Chinefe exprefs it, Ho fo : He is alfo 
Brother to one of thofe Hans we mention'd, and a 
little before the War was at a vaft Expence in build- 
ing a magnificent Pagod, having his Workmen on 
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purpofe from Peking, as alio Bricks varnifh'd witii 
yellow, which are made in no other place: It was 
deftroy'd by Caldan in the Year 1688, the Ruins arc 
ftill to be feen in the Plains bordering on the Toula. 
Thefe Tartars are perfuaded that the entire ruin of 
the Houfe and Army of Caldan was owing to this 
Action. 

This Lama Prince, who was one of the principal 
Authors of the War, at prefent dwells only in Tents, 
in the largeft of which he fits on a kind of Altar : 
•Both great and fmall pay him the fame Adoration 
they do to Fo himfelf 5 he returns the Salute to no 
Perfonwhatfoever, and, tho' fubjeft to the Infirmities 
of other Men, yet fufFers himfelf to be worfhip'd as 
God, and ferioufly attends to the mod: extravagant 
Flatteries. All the Tartars of this Empire are infa- 
tuated in this nefpeft to a high degree of Folly, for if 
you Believe them this Lama is ignorant of nothing, 
and abfolutely difpofcs of the Favours and Power of 
Fo : He has been born no lefs than fourteen times, 
and will be born again in due feafon. 

But he was extreamly furpriz'd when, on occafion 
of our Map, he law Strangers . from the Weft, who 
inftead of honouring him had the boldnefs even in the 
Prefcnce of feveral Mongous Princes, one of which 
was his Nephew, and Son-in-law to the Emperor, to 
condemn this foolifh Idolatry, expofe his Ignorance 
in the Queftions his Curiofity led him to ask con- 
cerning Europe, and to threaten him with the terrible 
Judgments of God, and eternal Torment : But he 
eard all with great coldnefs, and continued to receive 
the Adoration of the Tartarian Lords that came with 
us, as if he neither heard nothing, or was no way ac- 
ceflary to the Blindnefs of thefe Idolaters. However 
it be this Prepoffeflion of the Mongous in his favour 
draws a multitude of People, to Iben pira 9 where he 
* has refided about twenty Years. One may properly 
call it a large City made of Tents, for the hurry is 

greater 
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greater there than in any part of this Tartary : The 
Mofcovites of Selinguesko, which is not far diftant, 
crowd thither for Traffick •, there are alfo Bonzes from 
Indoftan, Pegou, Thibet, and China \ "Tartars from the 
remoteft Countries, with Lamas in great numbers, 
and of all Ranks -, for thefe Lamas, who are the 
Priefts and Monks of Tartary, are of different de- 
grees, tho* they all acknowledge one Great or Chief 
Lama, who inhabits Weft of China, on the River 
Lafa, which is alfo the * Chinefe Name for the Place 
of his Pagod, calj'd by the neighbouring Tartars, 
Barantola : To the Country they give the general 
Name of Thibet. 

This High-Prieft of the Pagan Religion in thefe 
Eaftern Parts confers feveral degrees of Power and 
Dignity on his Lamas ; the moll eminent is that of 
being Hon touetou, ' or living Fo, but the number of 
thefe is very fmall, and the Prince we mentioned the moft 
famous and moft worfhip'd of any, elpecially among 
the Kalkas, whofe Oracle he has been ever fince he v 
reveng'd them of the Cruelties of Caldan, by engag- 
ing the Emperor of China to undertake their Defence, 
Thefe Kalkas, about the forty-fourth Degrfce South, 
are bounded by nothing but fome Hills 01 Sand from 
a Country called Outchou moutchin, the Prince of which . 
has alfo the Title Tfing vang, or Regula of the firft 
Order, and commands one of the Banners compofed 
of twenty-four Nitrous, or Companies : "Thefe Tartars 
are equally infatuated with the great Reputation of 
Hou touetou Lama, and tho' they have particular 
Lamas of their own, yet both Prince and People 
crowd to the Oracle at Iben. 

There are no f Societies of thefe Lamas in Tartary, 
but in fome particular Parts they have a kind of Pre- 
bends, which confift of the Lands and Flocks of thofe 

* The Chinefe alfo call the Country Lafa, Lamatifan, v 
f Ther$ art fome Societies in China. 
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they fucceeJ, and of whom they are generally either 
the Difciples or Companions, notwithftanding they 
pray in common. This is every where the prevailing 
Keligion, except in the Country of Hami y which is 
not infe&ed with their Idolatry •, happy had it never 
fallen into the Errors of the Alcoran ! But Hami is fo 
fmall a Country that the Lamas have reafon enough 
to boaft themfelves the Teachers of all Tartary, and 
to magnify their Power, which in truth is fo great a? 
to deferve the Attention of the Emperor himfelf. 
" The Country of Hami, called in our Maps the 
Kingdom of Hami, contains only one City of the fame 
Name, (fmall but full of Houfes) and a few Villages 
as defcrib'd in the Map : For tho* it is at leaft ninety 
JLeagues from the Gate of the Great Wall call'd Kit 

m yu hew, and has Land enough round it, yet it extends 
no farther, the intermediate Space being nothing but 
a dry Sand, and the moft barren Ground in Tartary. 
This the Cbinefe commonly call Cbamo, and fometimea 
Kan haii or the Sea of Sand, and the Tartars call it 
Coin: It has neither Grafs nor Water, but is extreanj 
inconvenient for Travellers, and dangerous for their 
Horfes, which they frequently lofe in paffing this De- 
fart; therefore the Tartars in thefe Parts generally 
make ufe of Camels, which are Animals that live on 
little Food, and can go without drinking for five or 
fix Days together -, but for this Method it would be 
very difficult to travel towards the Weft. The Cobi 
however is not altogether confin'd within this Space 
of ninety Leagues ; it fhoots out into fcvcral Branches, 
Which hke fo many infe&ed Veins fpread here and 
there, and divide the Country into Parcels, fome of 

, which are a dry Sand, and abfolutcly uninhabitable, 
and the others fertile enough for the Subfiftence of 
Tartars. The Country of Hami produces little clfe 
but Melons, which are of an exquifite Flavour, arid 
preferable to ours in this particular, that they hold 
good beyond the Seafon, and are ferv*d up to |the 
Emperor all Winter. The 
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The Inhabitants of Hami are large, robuft, well- 
cloath'd, and lodge inHoufes: The occafion of their 
Submiffion to the reigning Emperor was the excefliveS 
Tyranny of the Elutbs, who are their Neighbours on 
the Weft, and pretend to have always been their Ma* 
iters : It was this Quarrel that kindled the War > we 
mention'd, and which ended in 1690, by the Defeat 
of Caldan Prince of the Elutbs ; but of late Years it has 
been renewed again with the Sevang raptan, (as they 
ftile him at Peking) who is of the fame Family, and 
acknowledged by moft of the ELuths for their Here* 
ditary Prince, for he boafls himfelf but the ninth De*. 
fcent from the Great Tamerlane who carry'd his Con* 
quefts Weftward -, as alfo defccnded from thofe Princes 
who conquer'd China towards the end of the thirteenth 
Century, and reigned there under the Name of Tuen 
tchao. 

But whatever his Extraction be this Prince* .callM 
by his own Subje&s Tcba bar arhtan ban y is certainly 
the fierceft, leaft tradable, and taoft powerful of alj 
the Tartarian Princes that border on the Empire; Hs 
is Matter of Tourfan, a famous and populous City in 
Vfc&Tartary, which is not above fix or feven Days 
Journey from Ham, if you pais over a Branch of 
Cobi, but about ten Days Journey to travel the fafer 
way over the Hills that lie North of Hami: He alio 
pofiefles feveral other Places of all which we have 
drawn a Map, part from what we learned at Ham% 
part from the Journal of the Embafiadors fent hy thai 
Emperor to this Prince, who lives in the remote part 
of the Country in Tents, and part frojn the Memoirs ' 
of the Generals of the Imperial Army. 

You'll ohferve in this Map that the Cities are not 
link'd together by any Succeffion of Villages, £>th# 
in travelling from one to the other a Perfan will hardly 
meet every Day with a Houfe to repoie in, which i$ 
doubtlefs owing to the Genius of the Tartars* who 
prefer a Tent to any Houfe whatever \ as ajlfo to the 
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Nature of the Country, which being interfered by 
the Branches of Cobi is only habitable in fbme parts ; 
for Weft- fartary has certainly the advantage of Eaft- 
Tartary in this, that in the firft you frequently meet 
with Towns to lodge and refreili yourfelf, whereas in 
travelling towards the Eaft you don't meet with one 
• in all the Mongou Country fubjeft to this Empire. 
This way of Life is alfb ftill the more furprizing, 
as it is follow'd by feveral Nations who inhabit near 
the Grear Wall, and cannot be ignorant of the vaft 
advantages that arife from Society and a Concourfe of 
People : The Mongous, call'd Ortos ta tfe, are inclosM 
within the great Circuit made by the Hoang bo, or 
Yellow River, which leaving China not far from the 
beautiful City of Ning hia enters it again, and runs 
towards Poo te tcheou : On the South they are bounded 
by the Great Wall, which in that part, as alio 
throughout Chin ft, is only Earth, and not above 
fifteen Foot high : Beyond the Great Wall was alfb a 
pretty 1 large City, as one may judge by the Ruins 
fituate on the Hoang bo, neverthelefs they are equally 
averfe to Induftry and Building. 

Thefe are under feveral petty Princes, and divided 
into fix Banners ; they affeft to diftinguifli themfclves 
one from another in nothing but the Largenefs and 
Number of their Tents, and the Multitude of their 
Flocks : Their whole Ambition is to preferve the 
Rank their Anceftors left them, and they value 
nothing but in proportion to its Utility, without be- 
ing folicitous for any thing fine or coftly. They are 
naturally of a good Difpofition, always gay and chear- 
ful, and perpetually inclined to laugh, but never pen- 
five or melancholy, and indeed why fliould they ? 
fince they have commonly neither Neighbours to ma- 
nage, Enemies to tear, nor Superiors to flatter ; no 
difficult Afiair, no painful Occupation, but fpend their 
Lives in a continual Round of Diverfions, as Fifhing, 
Hunting, and other Exercifes of the Body, in which 
they are very expert. , But 
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But it would be a great Miftake from this Cha- 
raftcr, which is common to all the Nations of the 
Tartars, to imagine that the Mongous have not a Ge- 
nius capable of Government and Science : Thofe who 
conquered the Empire pf China in the Year 1264, 
in the opinion of the Cinnefe themfelves, governed 
with great Wifdom and Integrity; and in feveral 
parts of China are ftill to be feen Monuments of 
Stone divided into two Columns, with Infcriptions in 
the Cinnefe and Mongou Charafters : This alfo feenis 
to have been imitated by the Mantcbeoux, the prefent 
Mafters of China, for all the publick Ads and In- 
fcriptions are wrote in both Language > : The Mongou 
, Charafters^ on thefe ancient Monuments are exaftly 
the fame as thofe ufed by the Mongous at prefent, but 
they differ from thofe of the Mantcbeoux, the Inven- 
tion of which is no older than the reigning Family 5 
they have alfo no Refemblance to the Cbinefe Letters, 
and are as eafy to learn as ours : Their manner of 
Writing is on fmall Tables with an Iron Pencil, for 
which reafon a Book among the Mongous is an ex- 
ceeding rare and valuable Curiofity. 

The Emperor, to gratify them, has caufed fome 
Books to be translated into their Language, and printed 
on Paper at Peking ; but the Kalendar of the Tri- 
bunal for Mathematicks, which is engraved in Mon- . 
gou Characters, and diftributed among them every 4 
Year, is at prefent the moft common Book they have. 
The Lamas are undoubtedly the beft learned, and ca- 
pable of inftrudting others -, but then they find a bet- 
ter account in ftroling from Tent to Tent, and in re- 
peating certain Prayers, for which they receive a Sa- 
lary ; or in praftifing Phyfick, on which they 
mightily value themfelves, than in teaching School ; 
fo that it is rare to meet a Mongou that can write and 
read : Alfo few among the Lamas themfelves tho- 
roughly understand their Prayers, and the ancient 
Books of their Religion, by reafon the laft are wrote 
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in a dead Language, and the firft: intermixed with fer 
veral Terms and Phrafes from thofe original Wri- 
tings: Thefe Prayers, repeated in a grave and mufical 
Tone, arc in a manner all their religious Worfhip, 
for they have neither Vi&im nor Sacrifice : The Mon- 
gous often fall on their Knees before thefe Lamas, 
with their Bonnets off, to receive Ablblution of their 
Sins, nor will they rife again without the Impofition 
of their Hands : It is alfo a common Opinion among* 
th$m that the Lamas can call down Hail and Rain, 
and we were told the fame by fome Mandarins who 
had been Eye-witneffes of feveral Fafts, which but 
too much confirms what we heard at Peking* that the 
Lamas pn^dtife Sorcery. ' 

The Mongou Lamas deny the Tranfmigration of 
die Soul, and in particular that of Men into Beads \ 
wherefore they make no fcruple of eating the Fleih 
of Animals, of which they keep great Flocks for 
their own ufe ; but they oftener feed on what their 
Attendants take in hunting, for without this help 
their Flocks would not fuffice to maintain them. 

They have in Xartary an infinite multitude of 
Animals for hunting, and thofe common in Europe 
are there innumerable, as the furprifing quantity of 
Hares, Pheafants, and Stags to be feen every Winter 
in Peking j not only in the Victuallers' Shops, but ex- 
posal on heaps in the publick Streets, may convince 
any one tho* he has not travelled into Tartary. The 
yellow Goats, called by the Chinefe, Hoangyang 9 fel T 
dom appear in the Plains but in great Herds toge- 
ther j their Hair is really yellow, but not fo ftnooth 
as that of the common Goat, which in other refpc&s 
they exa&ly reftmble both in fizc and make; their 
only defence is their Swiftnefs, and in that I know no 
Animal which comes near ,them : The wild Mules 
alfo keep in droves, tho- in fmall numbers ; we call 
them fo becaufe that is the meaning of the Cbinefe 
Name lib if*} but to confider this Creature yoq 
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find it very difFcrenr from the tame Mule even in out* 
ward form ; the Flefh is 4 alfo different, for it is of a 
good taftfe, and, in the opinion of the 'Tartars who 
often eat it, as wholefome and nourifhing as that of 
"Wild-Boars, which are very numerous* in the Woods 
and Valleys beyond Toula, and which they track by 
the Earth they turn up in digging for Roots 5 but, 
notwithftanding all the pains they have taken, they 
could never break thefe Mules for Service. 

The Camels and Wild-Horfcs are more weftwafd, 
notwithftanding they are fornetimes found in thofe 
parts of the Country of the Kalkas which border the 
neareft on Hami ; both the one and the other are madfe 
like the tame ones ; but fuch is the Swiftnefs of the 
Wild-Camels, that the beft-mounted Hunter can rare* 
ly reach them with his Arrows : The Wild-Horfes 
alfo go in droves, and when they itteet any tame ones 
get them into the middle, and force them away With 
them. 

The Han ta ban very much refembles an Elk ; the 
Emperor fornetimes takes the Diverfion of hunting 
this Creature, which is a common Exercifc among 
the Solons ; we have feen fome 'of them when killed 
that outweighed the fktteft Ox, but thefe arc only 
found in fome particular parts of Tartary, as for ex- 
ample about Mount Suelki, which being a boggy 
Ground is whete they delight, and Where alfo they 
are the mod eafily kill'd, becaufe, being naturally hea- 
vy, they can a t fo foon releafe themfelves from the 
Mud to run upon thofe that wound them with their 
Arrows. 

The Coulon, or Cbelafon, is an Animal that feems 
to me a kind of Lynx ; the Skin is very much efteemM 
at Peking, where they ufe it to make their Tabou or 
Surtouts ; this Animal is about the fize of a Wolf, 
and has long, foft, thick Hair, inclining to a light 
Grey 5 they are very numerous, cfpecially towards the 
K 4 Bor- 
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* Borders, and in the Country of the Mefcovitcs, who 

fell the Skins to their Court. 

The Lao bou> or Tigers, which infeft China at leaft 
as much as Tartary^ arc the moft favage of all thefe 
Animajs, their bare Cry creates Horror in a Perfbn 
not us'd to it, and then in the Eaftern parts they arc 
of a Size and Agility which makes them ftill more 
terrible ; their Skins in general are of a fandy Red, 
and interfered with broad black Circles •, neverthelefs 
I have feen fome of thefe Skins in the Treafury of the 
Palace where thefe black, and even grey Circles, have 
been upon a white Ground: Out of Court the great 
Mandarins of War make ufe of thefe Skins, leaving 
the full length of Head and T a ^ to adorn the open 
Chairs in which they are carried on all occafions of 
Ceremony, and within the Court the Princes, during 
Winter, make ufe of them to cover the Cufhions 
which they fit on, and which are always bore after 
them : But notwithftanding the fiercenefs of thefe Ani- 
mals* when they find themfclves inclos'd in the Circle 
made by the Emperor's Huntfmen, who drive before 
them all the Deer they can find, they feem ftruck with 
Amazement at feeing themfelves encompaft'd with fb 
many armed Men, who are all divided into Compa- 
nies, and hold their Launces fix'd : Mean time the 
Deer run here and there, and drove back on one fide 
fcek to efcape on the other ; but the Tiger on the con- 
trary fquats on his Tail at the firft Sight of his Ene- 
- mies, where for a long time he fits unmov'd either 
at the baying of the Dogs, or the blunt Arrows 
which they fhoot at him ; but at length being rouzed 
thro* excels of Rage, or the neceflity of cfcaping, he 
throws himfelf forward with fuch incredible Swiftnefs 
that you'd think it a Leap, and runs dire&ly on that 
Company of Hunters which he firft fix'd his Eye 
on, who receive him on the Points of their Launces, 
which they run into his Belly the Moment he pre- 
pares 
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pares to fall on fome one of them : Things are alfo fo 
wdl ordered, and the Emperor's Huntfmen are fo 
ready at this Exercife, that an Accident hardly hap- 
pens in a number of Years. 

The Pao may be called a kind of Leopard, by 
reafon of their white Skins full of red and black Spots ; 
notwithftanding they have the Head and Eyes of the 
Tiger, but neither the Height nor the Cry. 

The Stags, which are almofl infinite in the Woods 
and Delarts of Tartary^ are different one from ano- 
ther, either in the colour of their Hair, their Size, 
or the fhape of their Horns, according to the feveral 
parts of thefe vaft Countries ; there are alfo fome like 
thofe in the different Kingdoms of Europe : The 
hunting the Stag, called Tchao lou 9 or the Stag-call, is 
extremely diverting ; the late Emperor took a great 
Delight in it, and frequently went with a feleft 
Company in a Morning Wore Sun-rifing ; the man- 
ner of it is this : Certain Tartars take a number of 
Stags Heads, exactly alike, and counterfeit the Cry 
when they call the. Hind ; upon which the Males, 
and thofe commonly the largeft, imagining flie is ei- 
ther come or coming, feldom fail advancing within 
a certain diftance, where they halt, as if to examine 
whether the Hind be at the place where they fee the 
Stags Heads, turning round their own, firft one way 
and then another, in great Uneafinefs, arid if they be- 
gin to butt the Ground with their Horns it is a fign 
they approach ; in fhort, they immediately rufh upon 
the Thickets where the Hunters are hid, but thefe 
fave them part of the way by firing at them as foon 
as they come within Gun-fhot. 

You may perhaps be furprifed at the Intrepidity of ' 
the Tartarian Horfes when they encounter fuch terri- 
ble Beafts as thefe great Tigers, but this is not becaufc * 
the Tartarian Horfes are lew affrighted at the firft fight 
of a wild Beaft, than thofe of other Nations, but 
they are more eafily accuftomed to them by reafon 

they 
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tftey are oftener out on thefe Expeditions, and broke 
by their Mafters to the Exercife. 

. The Mongous are likewife very skilful in training 
their Holies, of which they have multitudes of all 
colours, and know fo well how to harden them againft 
Cold and Fatigue, that even at Peking they leave 
them all Day unfed till Night j they have alfo an ex- 
peditious Method of breaking and managing them, 
and a particular flight to catch them running with the 
Slip w knot of a Cord which they throw over their 
Necks ; they alfo underftand their Difeafes, and com- 
monly make ufe of Remedies which would as little a- 
gree with our Holies as their manner of feed ; never- 
thelefs* it is for the Advantage of the Rider, whom it 
jfo highly concerns to have a ftrong robuft Horfc that 
can bear Fatigues and live on little. 

There is no queftion but thefe Qualities appear to a 
great, many Europeans, as well as to our Mongous* 

Sefcrable to Beauty and Height ; yet the Tartarian 
brfcs can f t properly be called little, being rather of 
* middle fize, and amongft this infinite number yoa 
fliaff always find fome as large* and handfomc as thofc 
in Europe, in particular thofe belonging to the Em* 
peror, Princes, and Grandees of the Empire 5 for at 
Peking they pride themlelves very much on being well- 
mounted, and fparc nocoft ; a good Horfe, and even 
a Mule, is commonly fold there for five or fix hun- 
dred Livres, and often for more. 

The Kalkas have but few Sables, and are only rich 
in the Skins of Squirrels, Foxes, and a little Animal 
as fmall as an Ermin, called Taelpi, and of which at 
Peking they make Teou pong, or Mantles to defend 
them from the cold : Thefe Animals are a kind of 
Land- Rats, and very common in certain parts belong- 
ing to the Kalkas \ they live under-ground, where 
they make a Range of as many little Holes as there 
are Males in their company ; one of them always 
£ecps watch above* but flies back again when he per. 
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ccives any one approach; neverthelefs they cannot 
cfcape the Hunters, who as foon as they difcover their 
Haunt furround it, and opening the Earth in two 
or three places throw in either lighted Straw, or any 
thing that they know will fright thcfc Creatures, 
which obliging them to quit their Holes they take 
great numbers of them at a time \ thi* makes the 
Skins very cheap, both in the Country and at Pe- 
king. 

But the/ the Motgous have all forts of Animals, 
yet the Skins which they ufe in general to cloath them- 
felves are thofe of their Sheep and Lambs ; the 
Wool they turn on the infide, and the Skin without ; 
they alfo know how to prepare them very well, and 
give them a tolerable Whitened ; they iikewife drefe 
the Skins of Stags, Deer, Wild- Goats, &c. which 
the Rich in feme parts wear for Spring-Drefles, and 
fevcral make them into inward Garments ; but not- 
withftaoding all their pains you fmell them the mo- 
ment they come near you, and this undoubtedly occa- 
fion'd their Chine/e Name ffao tatfey their Tents alfo 
k general fmell like Sheep-folds, fc as hardly to be 
endured; wherefore the beft Method a Perfbn can 
take when he is fallen into this new World, where the 
Skins of Bfcafts fcrve for Cloaths, and the Houfcs are 
carried upon Waggons, is to reverfe his Tent, and 
afterwards to place it fome diftance from where if 
flood before, that the rtaufcous Air may evaporate. 

However thefe Tents are more commodious than 
jhe common Terns of the Mantcbeom^ which have 
only a fingle or double Cloth, and arc almoft like 
fjiofe im our Camps y whereas thefe of the Mong&us are 
round, and covered with a thick Felt qf a grey or 
white colour, and fuftam*d within by Poles tied 
found two half Circles of* Wood, which join toge- 
ther and make the Superficies of a broken Cone, for 
they leave a round Opening at the top, towards the 
point, to Jet out the Smoke of the Fire, which is 
' . plac'd 
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plac'd in the middle of the Tent ; as long as this 
Fire lafts they are warm enough, but then they arc 
fcon cold again, and in the Winter, without a great 
deal of care, would freeze in their Beds. 

To avoid this Inconvenience, together with fomc 
others, or at leaft to alleviate them, the Mongous take 
care to make the Entrances to their Tents very nar- 
row, and fo low that you can't go in without {loop- 
ing •, but to join fo many different parts with fuch 
Exa&nefs, fo as intirely to "fhut out the fearching 
blafts of the North-wind, is certainly no eafy Task, 
and efpecially in an open Country, where they are 
felt longer and more fevere than in other parts •, thefe 
Tents are alfo lefs tolerable in Summer, becaufe of 
the Heat, and in particular by reafon of the Damp 
occafion'd by the Rains which penetrate within, and 
the Dirt which furrounds them without 5 but fuch is 
the force of Education, that they appear to all thefe 
Nations in general preferable to the Cbinefe Houfes, 
and that for no other reafon but the pleafure they take 
in changing their Situations according to the diffe- 
rent Seafons ; in Winter, for example, they remove 
into the Valleys, or fhelter themfclvcs behind fome 
Hill or Mountain ; and in Summer encamp round 
fome Lake or Pond, or along the Bank of fome 
River.^ 

Their Fifhery is not very confiderable, for the 
Mongou Rivers are nothing comparable to thofe of 
the Mantcbeoux and the Tu pi ta tfe ; they affure us in- 
deed that they fometimes take Sturgeons in the fw- 
la> but then they are only thofe that come up from 
the great Lake Paical, with which this River has a 
Communication -, and tho* in Our/on are found feve- 
ral kinds of Fifh the fame with thofe in the more ea- 
ftern Rivers, as in particular that called Tcba tcbi y> 
it is only becaufe Ourfon difcharges itfelf into the Sag- 
balitn oula, into which thofe Rivers fall : In this part 
of Ourfon is alfo found an amphibious Creature cal- 
led 
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led the Turbigbe y and which is of a Species refem- 
bling an Otter, but the Flefh is tender, of a good 
tafte, and almoft as delicate as that of a Kid ; they 
arc only found here that I know of, and about the 
Lakes Pouir and Coulon, which are joined by the 
River Our/on. 

As for what relates to Plants, we have already told 
you that none of the Tartars of this Country culti- 
vate the Ground ; fo that Agriculture, which to us 
feems fo neceffary, is not only negle&ed, but even 
look'd upon as ufelefs by all thefe Nations : When 
we asked them why- they would not at leaft cultivate 
fome little Gardens for Herbs for their own ufe, 
they reply'd, that Herbs were made for the Beafis cf 
the Fields and the Beafis of the Field for Men, which 
undoubtedly they thought unanfwerable, and a Proof 
of all the good Senfe being on their fide. 

But Education has the greateft fhare in all thefe 
Prejudices, as appears from the different Sentiments 
of thefe various Nations \ for as the Tu pi ta tfe feed 
no Flocks, yet find in their Filh both Food, Rai- 
ment, Lights for the Night, £sfr. fo the Mongous> who 
negleft both Tillage and Gardening, find all their 
Wants fupplied by their Flocks, making Cloaths and 
Tents of their Skins, and of their Milk a diftill'd Li- 
quor with which they delight to intoxicate them- 

felves. 

It may perhaps be expe&ed that we fhould fay 
fomething of the Medicinal, Simples produced in thefe 
Mongou Countries, but to have done this would have 
required fuch a Scrutiny as we had no leifure from 
our Geographical ^Labours to make; befides we have 
already obferved that the Lamas, who are the prin- 
cipal Phyficians, ufe none but the moft common Sim- 
ples, and fuch Drugs as are ufed in China ; the moft 
remarkable, and which is highly efteemed, is called 
at Peking^ Kalkafe touen, and by us the Root of Kal- 
ka\ it is of an Aromatick Smell, and the Emperor's 
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Phyficians give it with Succefs in Difbrders cf the Sto* 
mach and Dyfenteries. 



Bijtorical Qbfervations on Grand Tartart, 
txtraBed from the Memoirs of the P. Gcrbillon. 

TJNDER the Name erf* Grand-Tartary I com- 
prehend all that part of our Continent which lie* 
between the Eaftern Ocean to the North of Japan, 
the Frozen Sea, Mofcovy, the Cafpian Sea, Perfia, 
Mogol, the Kingdom of Arracan near Bengal, that of 
Aoa, \the Empire of China, and the Kingdom of 
Corea \ fo that Grand-Tartary on the Weft is bound- 
ed by Mofcovy, the Cajpian Sea, and a Corner of Per- 
fia ; on the South by the fame Corner of Perfia, Mo- 
f»/, the Kingdoms of Arracan and Ava 9 China and 
lorea ; on the Eaft by the Eaftern Ocean, and on die 
North by the Frozen Sea. 

This vaft extent of Land, which was formerly 
fliared amoagft a multitude of Princes, is at prefcnt 
almoft intirely under the Emperor of China, or the 
Czars of Mofcovy, excepting the Country of Tusbeck, 
part of that of the Calmucs, or Calmaks, 'Thibet, and 
fome little Territories which lie in the Mountains near 
the : Kingdom of Aoa, weft of the Province of Se 
tebuen. 

The Mofcovites are Mafters of all the North part 
to the fiftieth Degree of Latitude weft of the Meri- 
dian of Peking^ and to the fifty-fifth Degree eaft of 
the fame Meridian: Formerly this vaft Dominion 
was poflefs'd by the Tartarian Emperors of the Fa- 
mily called Yuen by the Chinefe, the Founder of 
which was the famous Zingbiskan ; this Prince, ac- 
cording to the Chinefe Hiftory, was the firft that uni- 
ted the Tartars of thefe Countries under his Autho- 
rity, 
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•rity, who before were divided into Multitudes of 
Hords,, called in their Language Aymans, every Ay- 
man confiding of a Tribe or Family, in which were 
included the Slaves taken in their Wars one with ano* 
ther ; notwithftanding it is certain that many Age$ 
ago feme of thefe Hords, which bordered the neareft 
upon China, having fubducd feveral others, grew ve- 
ry powerful, and carried their Conquefts even in© 
China, where for a long time they pofiefs'd the Pro- 
vince of Chan ft, and part of that of Chen ft. 

About the beginning of the Monarchy of Han, or 
more than one thoufand eight hundred Years fin.ee, 
one of thefe Tartarian Princes became very formida- 
ble to the Chinefe, invading and making havock *m 
the Empire whenever they omitted the annual Pre- 
sent of Mony and Silks with which they w^re fore'd 
to purchale his Abfence ; Thefe Tartarian Princes, 
or Kings, have alfo frequently demanded the Daugh- 
ters of the Emperors of China in Marriage, ai\d tb# 
in fuch haughty terms as to threaten they would 
come for them Sword in hand, if they wqre not 
ptherwife granted : Thus we find in Hiftory, that on 
the Death of the Founder of the Monarchy of Hm* 
the King of Tartary had the Prefumption to make 
Propofals of Marriage to the Emprefs Dowager, who 
governed the Empire in quality oif Regent ; the Cbi- 
nefe looked on the Offer as an Infult, yet thro* Policy 
were glad to difiemble, and grant him a Prinesft of 
the Imperial Blood. 

The Cbinefe Hiftorians call thefe Tartarian Kings 
their Neighbours, Tchen yu, or Tan yu 9 for both 
Names are pronounced in the fame manner ; it is pro* 
perly a Title of Dignity, and fignifies Sovereign or 
King ; not the Name of a Country, thQ* applied as 
fuch by our Geographers to that part of Tartary which 
lies to the Weft, or North-weft of China, and which 
was the exaft Seat of thefe Tartarian Princes : But 
they were not long thus formidable to the Gbineft, for 

the 
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-the Emperor Vou ti, who was of the fame Family o 
Hani and reigned about a hundred and twenty Year: 
before the Birth of Chrift, gave the Tartars fo ma- 
ny Defeats, and repuls'd them fo far into their Dc- 
farts, that it was more than one thoufand two hundred 
Years before they durft appear again in the Empire ; 
therefore it wais not till die beginning of the tenth 
Century that the Tartars, who inhabited North of 
China, and are called in the Chinefe Hiftory, Si tan* 
made themfelves Maftersof the Province of Leao tong+ 
over-run the Northern Provinces, and erected the 
Monarchy called in the fame Hiftory, Tai leao, from 
the Province of Leao tong, the Paffage by which they 
entered the Empire. 

This Monarchy fubfifted about two hundred Years, 
during which they fubdu'd feveral other Hords of 
Tartars, and good part of the Northern Provinces of 
China ; they alfo cornpelPd the Emperors to pay them 
a confiderable Tribute in Mony and Silks to redeem 
themfelves from their Incurfions and Vexations. 

At length this Monarchy of Leao was deftroy'd by 
the Eaftern Tartars, that is thofe who inhabit eaft of 
the Meridian of Peking, and North-eaft of China ; they 
were Subjefts of Leao, but a Prince of one of their 
Aymans, named Aghouta, having been cruelly af- 
fronted by the laft Emperor of Leao, flew to Arms 
for Revenge, and putting himfelf at the Head of the 
neighbouring Aymans by degrees conquered the whole 
Country, feized the Government, and took the Em- 
peror Prifoner. 

It was this Aghouta that founded the Monarchy of 
Kin, towards the beginning of the twelfth Century, 
during which they were in pofleflion of near half Chi- 
na, till about the beginning of the thirteenth, when 
Zingbiskan, the greateft Conqueror that perhaps ever 
appeared in the World, having already united all the 
Weftern Tartars under his Obedience, and extended 
his Conquefts beyond Per/ia* turn'd his Arms againft 
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the Tartars of Kin in the North and Weft Provinces 
of China, whence he intircly routed them, and feized 
the Country,, butf his Life was too fhort to permit him to . 
fubdue the whofc Empire of China : The Honour of 
this Task was referved for his Grandfon tloubUai, whom 
our Hiftorians call Ccublai, and the Cbinefe Hiftory 
Hou pi lie, who to the Empire of all Eaft and Weft 
tfartary, left him by his grandfather Zinghiskan, alfo 
added the entire Empire of China, which he con- 
quer'd ; and this was the firft time that famous Em- 
pire, which for near four thoufand Years had been 
governed by none but Natives, thef of different Fa- 
milies, faw kfelf intirely under a foreign Yoke. 

But this Empire was too unwieldy to fubfift long 3 
amd the Government ©f the Tartars lafted little more 
than a hundred Years ; fo much was their Cqu- 
tage fofcened by the Cbinefe Manners, or their Go- 
vernment weakeped thro* the Supinenefs of their 
kft Emperors. About the middle of the fourteenth 
Century they were expdl'd China by ih& femous 
Hong nm, the Founder of the laft Cbinefe Dynafty 
9ai ming , and fo vigoroufly purfued by his fourth 
Son Yung h, that they were obliged to retire to the 
fiftieth Degree of Latitude beyond the Defart, and 
to abandon all thofe Countries which immediately 
border on the Great Wall, where they had built Cities 
and Towns in abundance ; but thefe were all burnt and 
deftroy'd by Tung lo, and the Ruins of many of them 
are to be feen to this Day. 

This Emperor alfo went thrice in queft of them 
beyond the Defart, about two hundred Leagues North 
of the Great Wall, with an Intention to extirpate 
them intirely, but failed in his Enterprize, being pre- 
vented by Death at his Return from his third Expe- 
dition i His Succeflbrs leaving them in quiet, they 
began to fpread on every fide from their Defart again, 
and the chief Princes of the Houfe of Zinghiskan, feiz- 
ing each a particular Country for himfelf and People, 
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form'd different Hords, which in time became fo 
maay little Sovereignties. 

But, to come to the prefent State of Grand Tartary* 
' it may be confider'd as divided among divers Na- 
tions, each of which has its feveral Country, with its 
different Cuftoms, Language and Religion. 

The firft and moft confidcrable, as it gives law to the 
Empire of China and thegreateft Part of Tartary^ is that 
of the Mantcbeoutf, call'd by the Mofcovites, Bogdoyesj 
whofe Chief is the reigning Emperor of China. They 
may pafs for Gentiles, tho' they have neither Temples, 
Idols, nor properly adore any thing, but the Empe- 
ror of Heaven, as they exprefs it, to whom they la- 
crifice ; but then they pay their Anceftors a Worfliip 
mix'd with Superftitions, and fince their being in 
China feveral of them are Adorers of the Idol Fo 9 
and the other Idols of the Empire ; yet in general 
they are much more addidled to their old Religion, 
which they look upon as the Foundation of their Em- 
pire, and the Source of all their Profperitics. 

The Country is fituate on the North of Leao tong y 
the moft Eaftern Province of China ; from South to 
North it extends from the forty-firft to the fifty-third 
Degree of North Latitude, and from Weft to Eaft 
from about the hundred and fourth Degree of Longi- 
tude to the Eaftern Ocean •, on the North it is bounded 
by the great River which thc.Mofcovites call Tamoui, 
or Love \ the Chinefe, Kelong kiang \ and the Mant- 
cheouxy Saghalien oula ; on the^ South by the Province 
of Leao tong, and Corea, on the Eaft by the Eaftern 
Ocean, and on the Weft by the Country of the Mon- 
gous. 

Its extent from Eaft to Weft is very large, yet it 
was never otherwife than thinly peopled* and cfpe- 
cially fince the Emperor drew fb many of its Inha- 
bitants to Peking ; notwithftanding it has Cities and 
wall'd Towns, befides feveral Villages and Hamlets 
for fuch as are employ'4 in tilling the Ground. Their 
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principal Cities are Oula aighon, and Ningouta, in 
both which the Emperor maintains a Garrifon with a 
Governor* and other Civil and Military Officers : 
This is alfo the place to which they banifh their Cri- 
minals, a Method taken by the Mantcbeoux to rc* 
pcople the Country fince their Pofleflion of 'Cbina 4 
The Air is extrearrt cold, and the Country Moun- 
tainous and full of Forefts, not much unlike Canada, 
as I have been inform'd by feveral who liv'd mofl of 
their Days there, and whofe concurring Teftimonieq 
it would be unreafonablc to queftion. 

Thefe Tartars inhabit chiefly by the Banks of Ri- 
vers, where, they build their Huts, and divide their 
Lives between Hunting and Fifhing ; for, as they 
have plenty in both kinds, they feek no other Subfi- 
flence* efpecially the more Eaftern Inhabitants, who 
are the mod grofs and favage in their Manners, 

Neverthelefs the Mantcbeoux divide the Country 
into feveral Provinces, the moft Weftern is that of 
Solon, call'd by the Mofcovites, Dauvre ; tho* t>auvri 
is rather the Name of the Nation than the Country : 
This Province properly begins at the Confluence of 
Ergone and Saghalien oula, along which it -extends 
Eaftward about 150 Leagues to Ningouta. 

I have been told, by the Governour of this Pro*, 
vince, that the whole number of its Inhabitants were 
no more than 10000 Families : They are great 
Hunters, and very skilful at drawing the Bow, where- 
fore they always pay their Tribute to the Emperor 
in Sables, the Chief of each Family paying one, or two, 
or three every Year, according as he is tax'd, regard 
being had to the number of Perfons able to bear Arms 
and to hunt. 

It contains but one Town call'd Merghen or Mer~ 
gbin, which was built by the Emperor, and fortifyM 
with a little Garrifon ; in every other part are nothing 
but Huts o-un up at pleafure : The Mofcovites indeed 
had once a Fortrefs here, which they calPd Albazin, 
and the Tartars, ¥acfa y from a little River on which 
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it ftood, on that part of it where Tacfa difcharges 
itfelf into Sagbalien oula. 
~~ It was this Fortrefs which occafion'd the War be- 

' tween the Mofcovites and the Emperor of China ; for 
the Mofcovites having a ftrong Garrifon hindred the 
Chinefe from hunting Sables in that Neighbourhood, 
where they are very beautiful and in great Numbers : 
But at length the Fort was demolifh!d, and the Coun- 
try entirely fubmitted to the Emperor of China by 
the Treaty of Peace at Niptcbou. 

From the Ruins of Fort Tacfa, to the Tall of the 
River Sagbalien oula into the Eaftern Ocean, is at 
leaft 400 Leagues, as I have been aflur'd by the Go- 
vernor General of the Country, who made the Voyage 
m a long Boat by the Emperor's Command, From 
Tacfa to Ningouta is 150 Leagues, and beyond Nin* 
gout a lies a Nation where they ufe Dogs to draw their 
Carriages, as we do Horfes and Oxen. The Mant- 
ebeouxj their Neighbours, give it the fame Name as 
the Natives. 

This Nation extends about 200 Leagues along the 
River^ but is every where thinly peopled, confifting 
of nothing but a parcel of fcatter'd Huts, which they 
ufually place near the Fall of fome little River into 
^Sagbalien oula : The reft of the River to the Sea is 
poffefs'd by another Nation, call'd Fiattou, or Ftatta, 
who have a Language of their own. Thefe are a fierce 
People, and, according to the Defcriptioqs I have re- 
ceived of them, not much unlike the Iroquois : As the 
Languages of thefe two Nations differ one from ano- 
ther, fo they have no Refemblance to that of the 
Mantcheoux. Their wholeDiet is Fifh,which they get in 
abundance ; they alfo cloath themfelves with the Skins 
of Fifhes, from whence comes their Name Tupi, which 
in Cbinefe fignifies a Fifh-skin. They have no notion 
of Agriculture, nor acknowledge any King or Sove- 
reign, but every Company chufes its own Chief, whom 
they obey much like the Savages in Canada : They 

have 
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have alio little Boats made of the Bark of Trees, or 
the Trunks hollow'd. 

Thofe who live at the Mouth of the River arc 
frequently vifited by Boats from the Iflands, which 
are very numerous near the Entrance, where it i& not 
above three Leagues over. This River is every where 
deep, and navigable, when it is not frozen, fo that 
the largeft Venels may come up as far as Niftcbou, 
which is at leaflt 500 Leagues. 

I ask'd the Governour of this Country whether 
there wpre no Inhabitants towards the Eaftern Ocean ? 
who anfwer'd, i That he had feen nothing but great 
Forefts, and that thofe who dwell along the Rivers 
had no Knowledge of any other Nation : Wherefore 
all that large Country, which lies Eaft of the River, 
call'd by the Tartar s, Songari, and Singak by the 
MofcoviteS) is nothing but a vaft Defart full of Moun- , 
tains and Forefts, "Thofe who refide along the Ri- 
ver Songari, are Mantcheoux, call'd by the Mofeovites, 
Doutchari \ in Winter they go to hunt Sables in the 
great Forefts on each fide Sagbalien oula, but return 
to pafs the Summer in their own Habitations, which 
are chiefly about Ningouta. 

On the North of Sagbalien oula> about a hundred 
Leagues below Tacfa, runs a confiderable River call'd 
by the Mantcheoux, Tcbikiri, and by the Mofcovites, 
Zia \ this River, where it falls into Sagbalien oula, is 
abcrot half a League over ; the Afcent to its Source 
they tell you is two Months Journey, but you may 
return in fifteen Days : It defcends from North- Eaft 
to South-Aveft with a very rapid Current, and takes 
Its rife in that Chain of Mountains which is the fettled 
Boundary between the Eftates of the Emperor of 
China and the Czars of Mofcovy* The Mantcheoux 
call the People about this River Orotcbon, from a cer- 
tain Animal nam'd Oron : This Creature is a kind of 
little Stag, which the Inhabitants tame, and make ufe 
of as a Beaft of Burthen* either to draw their Sledges 
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or carry their Baggage. I have feen fevefal in the 
femperor's Park, as likewife Elks, which are in great 
Numbers in this Country and in the Province of So- 
lon : About the River Tchikiri are beautiful Sables, 
as likewife grey Ermins and black Foxes ; the Mofco^ 
vites got a Multitude of fine Skins, when they were 
Matters of Tacfa. 

The fecond Natipn of Tartary, which was ever the 
largeft and moft numerous, is that of the Mongous t 
lyhom the Cinnefe fometimes call Sit a tfe 9 or Weftern 
Tartars, and fometimes in derifion Tfao ta tfe, or 
Stinking Tartars, becaufe of the ill Scent which ufu^ 
ally attends them. This Nation comprehends the 
Jtalmucu or Elutbs, the Kalkas, and thofe who are 
fimply call'd Mongous,. and inhabit near the Great 
Wall ; their Country, from Weft to Eaft,extends from 
the Cajpian Sea to the Eaftern Tartars juft mention'd, 
that 1$ to the fecond or third Degree of Longitude 
from the Meridian of Peking - 9 and from South to 
North, from the Great Wall of China } to the fiftieth 
Degree of Latitude. 

They all fpeak one Language, which is fimply 
gill'd the Mongolle Tongue ; it is true they have ieveral 
Dialefts, but then they underffynd each other, and he 
flrho knows one is Mailer of all : They have alfo the 
lame Religion, which is that of Thibet, that is to lay 
they worfhip the Idol Fo, calPd in their Language 
Foucheki: They alfo believe the Tranfqnigration of 
{Souls, and have fuch a profound Veneration for their . 
Jdol-Prieftsxall'd Lamas, that they not only pay 
f:hem a blind Obedience, but alfo prefent them witfy 
the beft of every thing they have. The generality of 
thefe Priefts ^re very ignorant, but to pafs for learned 
yrith thefe People there's nothing required but a lktte 
(mattering in the Thibet Tongue, fo as juft to know 
fhe Characters, and to be able to read in the Sacred 
JJqoJcs which are wrote in that Language* They are 
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men, whom they abufe with Impunity: Notwiths- 
tanding this, the Princes of the Country fuffer them- 
felves to be govern'd by their Counfels, hear their 
Advice with refpeft, and even honour them with the 
Upper-hand on all publick Occafions. 

The Mongous likewife live all in the fame manner, 
wandering from place to place with their Flocks, and 
encamping where they find the mod convenience for 
themfelves and Cattle : In Summer they Commonly 
chufe the open Country near fome River or Lake, 
or for want of thefe about fome Well •, but in Win- 
ter they retire to the Mountains and Hills, or at leaft 
behind fome Eminence, where they may he .fheltcred 
from the North Wind, which is extream cold in this 
Country •, the Snow fupplies them with Water. 

Every Sovereign keeps within the Bounds of his 
own Country, for neither he nor his Subjcfts are per- 
mitted to pafs into thofc of another, but in their own 
Territories they encamp where they pleafe : They are 
nafty in their Tents, flovenly in their Cloaths, and 
grofs and unpolifh'd in all their Manners, living a- 
mongft the odours of their Beafts, whofe Dung they 
burn inftead of Wood, of which they have none in 
the Parts they inhabit. They are excellent at Horfe- 
manihip and Hunting, and dexterous in drawing the 
Bow either on Foot or Horfe-back ; yet in general 
their Lives are very miferable. They are utter Ene- 
mies to Labour, and had rather content themfelves 
with the Nourifhment they receive from their Flocks, 
than take the trouble of tilling the Land, which in 
fome parts is very good. In Summer they live on no- 
thing but Milk, and ufe indifferently that of Cows, 
Mares, Sheep, Goats, or Camels: Their ordinary 
drink is Tea, but the very grofTeft and worft in all 
China, with this they mix Butter, Cream and Milk, 
either more or lefs according to their ability. 

They alfo make a kind of Aqua vita from four 
MUk, and in particular that of a Mare, which they 
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diftil after it has fermented : Some of the richer fort 
put the Flelh of Mutton to ferment in this four 
Milk, and then diftil it ; this Liquor is very ftrong 
and nourifhing, and to be intoxicated with it is their 
principal delight: They alfo fmokc a great deal of. 
Tobacco ; in general they are well-inclin f d, and up- 
right in their Dealings, 

Tho* Polygamy is not forbid amongft them, yet 
they have commonly but one Wife : Their dead Bo- 
s dies they burn, and inter the Afhes on fome Emi- 
nence, where they pile a heap of Stones over the 
Grave, on which they plant a number of little Stan T 
dards. 

They^re very devout in their falfe Worfhip, and 
almoft every one wears a String of Beads round his 
Neck, on which he repeats his Prayers. Had they 
* embracM the true Religion I believe they would be 
zealous Chriftians, tho* indeed they are fo befottcd tQ 
their Lamas and their Errors, that there is little pro- 
bability of their Converfion, at leaft withoyt one of 
thofe Miracles of God's Grace t by which he can change 
the very Stones into Children of Abraham. 

Scarce a Mongou Prince but has fome Pagod in his 
Territory, tho ? not a fingle Houfe there : I have fcen 
the Ruins of one of thefe Temples more than 250. 
Leagues from Peking : The Tiles which were var- 
nilh*d, or rather enamelled with Yellow, were brought 
from Peking, and the Workmen that built it came 
on purpofe from China : It was one of thefe lying 
Lamas, who made himfelf ador'd as a living Fo, that 
caufed it to be built in the Territories of the King of 
the Kalkas his Brother. 

Tho* the Mongous Tartars have but one Language, 
one Religion, and one manner of Life, yet they may 
be diftinguilh-d into three forts, namely, the Kalmucs> 
the Kalkas ', and the Mongous. 

The Kalmucs, who are call'd Elutbs* both here an4 
among themfelves, inhabit that Country which lie$ 
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from Weft to Eaft, between the Cafpian Sea and the 
Mountain Alt*i % and from North to Souths between 
the Mofctrvites and the Tusbek Tartars, call'd by them 
Hajptck Pourouk, with whom they have a continual 
War •, they alfo extend as far as Thibet, as I fliali 
pbferve hereafter. 

Thefe Eluths alfo confift of three Divifions, tho* 
originally they are all of one Family, and no other 
than three Branches ifTuing from one Stock. 

The firft, which *t prefent is the moft numerous 
and powerful, confifts of thofe who encamp every 
Winter by the Cafpian Sea near Aftraean, where they 
drive a confiderable Cdmmercc. Thefe are the molt 
Weftern, and inhabit thofe Lands which lie between 
Mo/covy, Samarcand, Kaskar, and other Countries of - 
the Tusbek Tartars : Eaftward they extend to that vaft 
Chain of Mountains which I imagine to be a Continua- 
tion of Caucafus. The Eluths are alfo better known in 
Europe by die Name of Kalmucs, than they are in 
this Country, where they call them Eluths Ayouki m 
They are alfo ally'd to the more Eaftern Eluths, witfc 
whom they maintain * Correfpondcnce. 

The fecond fort of Eluths, calPd alfo Kalmucs by 
the MtfcoviteS) are thofe who inhabit from the Chain 
of Mountains already mention'd, to another Chain of 
high Mountains, the moft confiderable of which is • 
cali'd Altas* From this Mountain run feveral great 
Rivers, the principal of which arc Oby and Irtis, and 
Jt was near tne Source of this laft that the King of 
the Eluths ufoally kept his Court : Thefe People were 
very numerous and powerful, poflefling all the Land 
from Mo/covy to the Tusbek Tartars, but weaken'd 
and ruin'd themfelves by their Divifions and intcftinc 
Wars. 

However their laft King, nam'd Caldan Po« 
joftou ban, after having united all the Remains of this 
great People under his Authority, dcftroyM even in 
our Days the powerful Empire of the Kalkas, nor 
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fear'd to denounce War againft the Emperor of China 
himfelf : His Aim was nothing lefs than the Conqueft 
of that Empire, and perhaps he might have fucceed- 
ed in his attempt had not his Nephew deferted him 
with the greateft part of his Troops, or had he coped 
" with a, lefs brave and vigilant Prince than the Em- 
peror Gang hi : But he was entirely defeated with his 
whole Army, fo that now none remain of the Elutbs 
but thofe with the Nephew of Caldan x who having 
left his Uncle, and always maintained a good Under- 
ftanding with the Emperor, is at prefent in quiet 
PofTeflion of his Eftates, which lie about the fource 
of Irtis : But as in the following Voyages into Tar- 
tary frequent mention is made of the Elutbs, and their 
King Caldan^ it may be proper for the clearing fome 
Paflages to enter into a little Detail of the Origin 
and laft Wars of thefe People. 

It is not above eighty Years fince all thefe Elutbs were 
united under one Chief or King, call'd Qtcbirtou tchc- 
tcbing ban, who is mention'd in feveral Relations, and 
particularly in that of Father Avril: The Prince dblty 
his Brother having rebelTd againft him was over- 
thrown, and oblig'd to retire almoft as far as Siberia. 
This King had alfo feveral little Princes of his Houfe 
under him, call'd Taikis, and by the Mofcovites, Tai- 
cba and Taichi : The faikis, being abfolute in their 
own Territories, govern'd themfclvcs as they pleas'd, 
paying the King no more than a flight Homage with 
juft what Tribute they faw proper. One of thefe Tai- 
its, nam'd Patorou bum, grew exceeding rich ; he had 
alfo acquired a great deal of Reputation among his 
People, and particularly in the War with Thibet, of 
which we ftiall fpeak hereafter : When he dy'd he left 
feveral Children, the eldeft of which nam'd Ontcbon 
fucceeded him. \ 

This Prince, during his War with the Hajfacks, 
Pouroatf5 y or Tusbek Tartars, happened to fall ill of 
the Small-Pox in his Camp 5 and as the Mongous^ thro* 
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Z ridiculous and barbarous Superftition, are accuftom'd 
to abandon all thofe that are attacked with this Di- 
ftemper, Ontcjbon's Troops immediately decamp'd, and 
left him alone in his Tent, .without fo much as a An- 
gle Servant to attend him. The Mahometan Tartars* 
who were pofted oppofite to the Elutbs, having feen 
them decamp, did not fail the next Morning to vifit 
the abandon'd Tents, where they found the fick Prince, 
of whom they took fuch care that they entirely cur*d 
him, ♦ 

The Prince, not thinking proper to difcoyer hi* , 
Quality, was kept by them as a common Slave for 
three Years, during which time Senbe the fecond Son 
of Patorou hum taiki> not doubting but his eldeft Bro- 
ther was dead, married his Wife, according to the 
Cuftom of the Mongous, which in this refpeft is like 
that of the Jews. 

But at the end of three Years, Qntchon having dif- 
cover*d himfelf to the Hajfack Tartars, and promis'd on 
Oath that if they fent him into his Country he would 
never renew the War, they reftor'd him to his Liberty, 
and gave him a Guard of 100 Men to efcort.him into 
his own Territories. Being arrived on the Frontiers * 
he difpatch'd a Courier to his Brother Senghi to in- 
form him of his Adventure and Return ; who, fur- 
priz-d at this unexpected News, immediately went to 
his Brother's Wife, that was now become his own, 
to ask her what fhe would determine in fuch a Con- 
junctures The Woman, who had afted with Honour, 
reply'd, That fhe had only married him in the Perfua- 
fion that her firft Husband was dead, and that there- 
fore fince he was living fhe was indifpenfably oblig'd 
to return to him again. 

l^ot'Senghe, who was equally enamour'd with the 
Wife and Fortunes of his Brother, as he had got Pof- 
feffion was refolv'd tQ keep it : Wherefore, under pre- 
sence of complimenting the prince on his Return, he 
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difpatch'd certain Perfons, whom he could truft, with 
fecret Orders to maffacre him and all his Retinue; 
which being executed accordingly, he gave out that 
he had defeated a Party of Hqfaks pouroutes, without 
jnentioning his Brother. This Crime however was 
jiot long undifcover'd, and one of his other Brothers by 
the fame Mother as Ontcbott^ with one of his Nephews, 
Son to the fame Ontcbon, confpirM to revenge the 
Murder ; in order to which they afiembled all the an- 
'cient Domefticks of that Prince, and concerted their 
Meafure* fo well that they flew Sengbe, and reftor'd 
the Son of OntchoH to the Poffeffions of his Father. 

Caldan the third Son of Patourou bum taiki, and 
Brother to Senghe by the fame Mother, had profefs'd 
himfelf Lama from his Youth, and had been educated 
by the Great Lama as one of his principal Difciples, 
after which he went to fettle at the Court of Otcbirtou 
tche tcbin ban^ who treated him with great Marks of 
Diftinftion : This Prince, having notice of thefe 
Tranfe&ions, demanded Leave of the Great Lama 
of #b\fai % his Mafter, to quit the Habit and Pro- 
. feflion of Lama to revenge the Death of His Brother 
Sengbe. 

Leave being granted, he immediately formed an 
Army of the ancient Domefticks of Sengbe> and the 
Troops lent him by Otchirton^ with which he feiz'd 
the Murderers of his Brother, and having put them 
to death made himfelf abfolute Mafter of the Effe&s 
of all his Brothers, and the Eftates of Sctighe: He 
^Ifo married the principal Wife of that Prince, who 
was Daughter to Otchirton King of the Elutbs, and 
his Forces encreafmg every Day he foon faw himfelf 
in a Condition to difpute the Kingdom with his Father- 
in-law Otcbirton^ to whom he owM his prefent For- 
tune. 

A Quarrel happening between fome of their Sub- 
jefts furnilh'd him with a Pretence for the War, upon 
which he ?nter'd with an Army into the Country of 
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Otcbirton, who received him at the Head of his Forces. 
The Battle was fought near a great Lake called Kizal- 
pou, where Caldan won the Vi&ory, took his Father- 
in-law Prifoner, and order'd his Throat to be cut, to 
fecure himfelf in the Conqueft of his Dominions ; by 
this means he became Chief of all the Eluths. 

The Great Lama, to recompenfe this Cruelty and 
Treachery to his Father-in-law and Benefactor, gave 
him the Title of Han, which fignifies King or Em- 
peror : It is from this Word alio that the Tartarian 
Princes are call'd Kan* which is of the fame Signifi- 
cation, and wrote in the fame manner as Han. It k 
not amifs to obferve here, that the Europeans in maft 
of thefe Words change H into K 9 and especially wheft 
it happens to be an initial *, thus in the prefent in- 
ftance, Kan for Han, Kami for Hami, a little City of 
the Tuskek Tartars who lie neareft the Great Wall ; 
Coublai for Houblai, Kalkas for Halkas, with many 
others. 

From that time Caldan remained in quiet Pofleffion 
of his Conquefts, and free from Wars, except with 
the Hajfacks puroutts who are irreconcilable Enemies 
to the Eluths, till the Year 1688, when he enter'd 
with an Army into the Country of the Kalkas, where 
he found thofe People fo weakened by their inteftine 
Divifions that he eafily defeated them, and taking the 
advantage of his Superiority, never left perilling them 
till their entire ruin : Had their common Intereft been 
capable of uniting them the Eluths had never ventured 
to attack them. The firft time I went on the fide of 
Mojtovy to treat concerning the Peace, I faw the 
wretched Remains of thefe Kalkas, who fled on all 
fides, from the Fury of the Eluths. 

But at. prefent, fince Caldan was deftroy'd in his 
turn by the Emperor of China, there are in all tjiefe 
vaft Countries no more than ten or 12000 Families 
of Eluths, the Chief of which is Nephew to Caldan* 
and. eldeft Son ta Senghe. This Prince* called Tfe vang 
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rapt an, deferted his Uncle at the beginning of the laft 
• War ; the occafion of his difcontent was as follows : 

A Princefs, the Daughter of Otcbirton, had been 
promis'd him in Marriage, but Caldan falling in love 
* with her took her from him : Not conteAt with this 
Injuftice to his Nephew, he alfo hired Aflaffins to 
take away his Life, who miffing their Blow only 
ftruck out one of his Eyes. This Prince at prefent 
lives quietly in his own Territories, where he begins 
to make them till the Ground, being obliged to it 
by the decreafe of his Flocks, which are no longer 
fufficienrfor his People to fubfifton : He is at con- 
tinual War with the Tusbecks : The Countries of Tou- 
roufan and Tarkian are fubjeft to him : It was not 
many Years fince Tarkian revolted againft him, but 
he immediately befieg'd it, made himfelf Mafter of 
the Place, and deprivM it of all poffibility of re- 
belling for the future. 

The third fort of Elutbs are thofe which inhabit 
the Country that lies between tHe extremity of the 
Province of Chen ft, part of the Province of Se tchuen, 
and the Kingdom of Thibet, where the King or Chief 
of thefe Elutbs called Dalai ban ufually refides : It 
was thefe Elutbs, who, aided by the other Elutbs, and 
in particular by Patourou bum taiki, conquer*d in this 
prefent Age the Kingdom of Thibet , and gave it to 
the Great Lama ; for it is got above fixty Years fince 
Thibet, call*d indifferently Toubet, Thibet, and Tan- 
gout, was governed by a King of its own calPd 
Tfanpa ban, and in the Cbinefe Hiftory Tfanpou. This 
Prince was formerly very powerful, and probably no 
other than the famous Prefter-Jobn fo celebrated in 
Hiftory : For tho* the Great Lama nam'd here Dalia 
Lama, refided then at Poutala, call'd indifferently by 
our Travellers Betala, Lafia, and Barantola^ yet he 
was not the temporal Sovereign of the Country : It 
was Tfanpa who reign'd at that time, and who loft 
his Crown in the manner I was about to relate. 

The 
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The Mongous, who revere the Dalai Lama as a 
God upon Earth, thought that Tfanpa did not treat 
him fo rcfpe&fully as he ought, and that it was in- 
cumbent upon them to revenge the Affront; where- 
fore the King of this third fort of Efaths of which 
we fpeak, joining his Forces to thofe of Paturou 
bum taiki, attacked the King of Thibet, overthrew 
him in a fet Battle, and having put him to death 
gave the Kingdom of Thibet to the Great Lama ; he 
even held it an Honour to be ftiled his Vaflal, and 
to preferve him this. Conqueft fixM his Refidence 
near Poutala : This King was called Couchi ban, and 
was Grandfather to the reigning King named Dalai 
ban: The other Princes of his Houfe, who joined 
him in this War, return'd into their own Country, 
which lies eaft of Thibet, and extends from Thibet al- 
moft to the Great Wall of .China towards the City 
of Si ning : Thcfe Eluth Princes are known at China 
by the Tide of Taikis of Coconor, from the Name of 
a great Lake in the Country they inhabit ; they are / 
only eight in number, and have every one their; 
Territory and People apart, independant one of ano- • 
thcr, and they only league together for their mutual 
Prefcrvation. 

All of them were Vaflals to Dalai Han, or rather 
to the Great Lama ; but after the Defeat of Caldan 
the Emperor fent an Invitation to thefe eight Taikis 
to attend him, which the Chief of them immediately 
did, was favourably received, and honoured with the 
Title and Seals of Tfin vang, or Regulo of the firft 
Order: Several of the others contented themfelves 
with fending, Deputies to the Emperor to pay him 
their Homage. The Emperor is unwilling to em- 
ploy any Force in the fubjedting the reft of thefe 
Eluth Princes, but rather chufes to attradfc them by 
Mildnefs and kind Ufage, as alfo by frequent Pre- 
fents, which are called here Recompences, as thofe 
which they fend in return are called Tribute. 

All 
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All thefc Elutbs have an intire Freedom of Traf- 
fick to China, even to Piking itfelf ; no Cuftorns are 
•exa&cd of them, but they are farnifh'd with every 
thing neceffary for their Sublicence for eighty Days, 
which is die time allow'd for their Commerce ; after 
which, if they have a mind to ftay longer they may* 
but then they are fupply'd with nothing more. 

The lame Cuftom is obferved in refpeft to the 
Mahometan Tartars who trade into China $ they gire 
liberty of Traffick to all thofe that travel by Land, 
and come into China by the Weftern Provinces* the 
Policy of which is to engage all thefe People by de- 
grees to fubmit to the Emperor, thro' the hopes of 
* a rich Trade, and the Advantage of his Protection ; 

for the Emperor's Favour is a Guard againft the At- 
tempts of the neighbouring Princes, who dare not 
meddle with thofe under his Protection for fear of ma- 
king themfelvcs an Enemy, who is much more for- 
midable fince the Defeat of Caldan. 

We muft now fpeak a Word or two of 7%ibetj 
which belongs to the Great Lama, for tho* Dalai 
ban refides near Poutala, in the very heart of the 
Kingdom of Thibet, yet he intermeddles in no re- 
fped: with the Government, but contents hknfelf with 
reigning over the Elutbs, who wander up and down, 
according to cuftom, in the Places where they find the 
, beft Pafture. 

For the Great Lama himfelf, as temporal Affairs 
are contrary to his Profeffion, has eftablifhed a Vice- 
roy who governs in his Name and by his Authority : 
This Viceroy, calPd the Tvpa, wears the Habit of a 
Lama, notwithftanding he is married : The Emperor 
of China, at the time of his War with Caldan, con- 
ferred on the Tipa the Dignity of Vang, or Regulo, 
to attach him to his Intereft ; for tho' he knew very 
well that the Tipa and Lamas fecretly favour'd Cal- 
dan, yet he was equally fenfible how capabfe they 
were of eroding his Defigns, and eipecially if they 
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had joined the Mongous, and made a religious War a- 
gainft him, it would have been difficult to have 
fuftain'd the (hock of fo many Enemies : The truth 
is the Tipa durft not declare himfelf openly ag^inft 
the Emperor, yet favoured Cdldan in a very publick 
manner ; wherefore after the ruin of this laft the 
Emperor gave himfelf no trouble In managing the 
Tipa, or even the Grand Lama himfelf, but talked to 
them in the Style of a Matter, fignifying the Punifh- 
ments he had inflidted on thofe Lamas who fided 
openly with Caldan, and alfo thrcatning to fend his 
Army to Poutala, unlefs his Orders were punctually 
obey'd. 

Both the* Tipa and the Lamas have endeavoured to 
appeafe the Emperor, and notwithftanding they are 
in no hafte to yield up the Perfons he demands, they 
have made feveral humble Remonftrances, but the 
Emperor ftill continues inflexible. 

Neverthelefs it is hardly probable his Majefty will 
attempt to carry the War into Thibet, it being too far 
from China ^ and the Roads too difficult for the 
March of an Army ; befides, the Emperor loves the 
Peace of his Subjects, and has no propenfity to War 
any farther than is neceflary for his own Honour and 
their Good. Poutala is the Name of the Mountain 
on which ftands the Palace, or rather the Pagod, 
where the Great Lama refides 5 at the foot of this 
Mountain runs a large River called Kaljou mcuren ; 
Mouren, in the Mongol Language, Tignifies a River : 
' This Place, by relation, is very pleafant; the Pagod 
is built in the middle of the Mountain, and confifts of 
feven Towers, in the higheft of which the Lama 
lodges : On the fide of this Mountain are the Ruins of 
the City where Tfanpa kept his Court, which was in- 
tirely deftroy'd by Couciban King of the Eluths : All 
the People of Thibet inhabit in little Cities and Vil- 
lages, and Hve by tilling the Ground, 
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This Account of Thibet I learned from an ancient 
Mandarin of the. Tribunal of Ceremonies at Peking^ 
•who had formerly been Ambaflador to the Great Lama, 
and all that he told me is perfedtly agreeable to what 
I have fince heard from other Mandarins, who have 
been frequently fcnt thither of late Years : This Pre- 
fident affured me that it was no more than four hun- 
dred Leagues from Si ning to Poutala> and that he 
had perform'd the Journey in Winter in forty-fix 
Days, not travelling more than eight or nine Leagues 
a Day ; he added, that he found the Country almoft 
every where inhabited : He was- twenty Days in go- 
ing to a Place called by the Chinefe, Tftng fou bai y 
which is a Lake, or rather three Lakes fo contiguous 
that they feem but one. 

It is hence that the Yellow River, called by the 
Cbineft, Hoang bo, derives its Source, which in this 
part is only a fmall Stream of a clear Water ; it runs 
dire&ly South between fome Mountains, the Waters 
of which it receives, and after being increafed by all 
the Brooks and little Rivers of the Country of Coco- 
nor enters China near Ho tcheou ; this is the Name of 
a City in the Province of Chen fi ', on the Confines of 
the Province Se tchuen^ fituated on the South-weft of 
Si ning : This River enters China thro* a very ftrait 
Paffage formed by two vaft Rocks, which are fb ex- 
ceeding fteep that they feem cut on purpofe to give 
way to the River ; it is very large in this part, but 
at the fame time very foul, by reafbn of the Sands 
which the Waters carry with them. 

The Cbinefe tell you that their famous Emperor 
named Ton, who delivered China from the great Inun- 
dation fo celebrated in Hiftory, when he regulated 
the Courfes of the Rivers, and appointed their Chan- 
nels, ordered thefe two Rocks, which were then but 
one, to be cqt to give paffage to this River ; the City 
of Ho toheou would be no more than ten Days Jour- 
ney, from the Source of Hoang ho y if irran in a ftraight 
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Line, and had not fo many Turnings. The fame 
Mandarin alfo told me that he had crofs'd a River in 
the Country of Coconor^ called Altang kol, which in 
the Mongol Tongue fignifies the Golden River ; this is 
not above three foot deep, and difcharges itfelf int6 
the Lakes Tftngfou hai ; there is a great deal of Gold 
mixed with the Sand of this River, and the Tartars 
of the Country employ themfelvcs in getting it all 
the Summer j it is one of the principal Revenues of 
the Princes of Coconer, who fend their People to this 
precious Filhery, which is fo much the eafier as the 
Waters of this River are fo very fhallow ; there are 
fome of thefe Filhers that in their four Months of 
Fifhcry take fix, feven, eight, or ten Ounces of 
Gold, and fomctimes more, according to their Skill 
land good Fortune \ nevertheless they are at no other 
trouble than to take the Sand from the bottom of the 
River, which they wafli a little, and retaining only 
the Gold melt it in Crucibles : This Gold is efteem'd 
Very good, yet they fell it for no more than fix times 
its Weight in Silver; it probably comes from the 
taeighbotiring Mountains whence this little River takes 
its Source, which might eafily be determined had 
thefe People any Art in finking of Mines ; there is al- 
fo a great deal of Gold in fome other Rivers in the 
Territories of the Great Lama, quantities of which 
are brought to China. 

This Mandarin added, that from Si ning to the Fron- 
tiers of the Kingdom of Thibet was a perceptible Afcent 
all the way ; and that in general the Mountains, which 
are very numerous, are much higher to the Eaft on the 
fedc of China than to the Weft on the fide of Thibet - 9 
in truth it muft needs be that thefe little Mountains, 
whence the fmall River Altang kol derives its Source, 
mre vaftly higher than the Level of the Sea, fince this 
River, which is very rapid, difcharges itfelf into the 
Lakes Tftngfou hai ; and the River Hoang ho 9 which 
tons from thefe Lakes, has a very fwift Current for 
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at leaft a hundred Leagues, to its Fall into the Eaftera 
Ocean of China : This Country is very cold in re- 
fpeft of its Latitude; but when yo^i enter Thibet 
you coirje upon a Defcent, and the Climate is much 
more temperate. 

Wherever this Mandarin came on his Journey the 
People of the Country furnifh'd him with Horfcs for 
himfelf and Attendants, Camels to carry his Baggage, 
and with every thing that was neceffary for the Sup- 
port of himfelf and Retinue, which is their cuftomary 
Behaviour to the Envoys of the Emperor, to whom 
they allow fix Sheeb and an Ox for five Days 5 the 
Emperor likewife defrays the Expences of the En- 
voys of the Great Lataa, and thofe of the Princes of 
Coconor when they come to Peking. 

The fecond fort of Mongous are the Kalkas, who 
are contiguous to the Eluths on the Eaft ; the Coun- 
try from Eaft to Weft extends from Mount Altai to 
the Province of Solon ; and from North to South, 
from the fiftieth and fifty-firft Degree, to the South 
Extremity of the great Defart called Chamo y which 
was alfo accounted to belong to them, b&aufe many 
of them encamp'd there, and cfpecially in Winter 
when there was the leaft want of Water, which is yery 
rare in this Defart ; there are feveral Pits funk by 
them, but the Water in general is bad. 

This Defart borders upon China^ and is larger arid 
more defolate from North to South towards the Weft 
than towards the Eaft ; for I have travell'd moft of 
it having crofs'd it four feveral times, and almoft al- 
ways in different quarters ; from the Mountains be- 
yond the Great Wall, to its eaftern Extremity, is a- 
bout a hundred Leagues ; I don't comprehend thofe 
Mountains which lie immediately north of the Great 
Wall, for tho* they are in a manner uninhabited, yet 
they can't be look'd upon as part of the Defart, be- 
' caufe the Soil there is fertile; and full of fine Paftures, 
Woods, Fountains, and little Rivers of good Wa- 
ters; 
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ters •, neither do I take in the Country beyond the Ri- , 
ver Kerlon, where there are likewife good Paftures, 
and abundance of Water, tho* at prefent it is 'but 
thinly inhabited, and in particular towards the Weft : 
The Defart from North to South is of a much larger ' 
Extent, and more than a hundred Leagues in breadth; 
in fome parts it is intircly bare, and has neither Trees, 
Paftures, nor Water, except fome Ponds and Marlhes 
made by the Rains, with fome Wells of wretched 
Water, and even thofc very fcarce. 

The Kalkas chiefly live along the River Selengue, 
Orkon or Orbon, Toula, and Kerlon, where there are 
excellent Paftures, and Waters in abundance ; they 
made their Retreat there when they were drove out of 
China by Hong veu y the Founder of the Dynafty of 
Tai ming : Their Princes are likewife defcended from 
Zingbiskan, or from his Brothers. 

At firft they had only one Prince among them 
that bore the Title of King or Kan ; neverthelefs 
both he and all the Kalkas paid Tribute to the Mm- 
gpu Prince, who was defcended by the eldcft Branch 
from the Emperor CouMai, the Grandfon of Zing- 
biskan, called Tcbabar ban 9 of whom I fhall {peak 
hereafter : But at length thefe Kalkas being vaftly in- 
creafecH and the Princes defcended from C$ublai 9 who 
had only the Title of Taiki> being grown very nu- 
merous the more powerful made themfelves by de- 
grees independant, not only of one another, but alfo 
of their King himfelf, to whom they no longer paid 
any thing but a flight Homage.' 

We have been allured that before their Deftruftion, 
which is (till frefh in Memory, there were no left 
than fix hundred thoufand Families of thefe Kalkas 
divided into feven Standards, each of which had its 
Chief, and under them feveral hundreds of Taikis •, 
three of thefe feven Chiefs obtain'd of the Great 
Lama the Title of Han 9 but moft of the Taikis afted 
a* Sovereigns in their refpedtfve Territories, and paid 
. M 3 thcfc 
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thcfc Hans no farther deference than that of yielding 
them the firft place in the Affemblies which they held, 
to determine their Differences and confult about their 
common Affairs •, for they look'd upon themfclves as 
all Members of one confederate Nation, and there- 
fore obliged to a mutual Defence : Neverthelefs, as the 
more powerful Princes oppreffed the weaker, frequent 
Divifions arofe among them, but fuch as were eafily 
reconciled by the Interpofition of their Lamas, -by 
whom they fufter'd themfelves to be intirely governed, 
and in particular by the great Lama of 'Unlet to 
whom they paid a blind Obedience. 

The eldeft of thefe thpee Han were named febq/ak- 
tou ; he pofTefs'd the Country that lies immediately 
eafl of Mount Altaic his Territories being feparated 
from thofe of the Eluths by nothing but that famous 
Mountain, which is look'd upon by the Mongous as 
the mod confiderable in all lartary ; they extended to 
the Rivers Selengue, Orbon, and Toula. 

The fecond of thefe Han, called Toucbetou, or 2w- 
chektou han y was the moft powerful of all the Kafka 
Princes ; his Country extended along the three laft- 
mention'd Rivers as far as Mount Kentey* whence 
the River Tcula, as alfo that of Kerlon, derives its 
Source, 

The third, called Tcbetcbing ban, refided toward 
the Source of the River Kcrlon, along the Banks of 
which* his People extended themfelves to its Fall into 
the Lake Dalai, or Coition* and alfo beyond to the 
Frontiers of the Province of Solon : It is not above 
forty or fifty Years fince thefe two laft Princes took the 
Title of Han, but the firft: had afTumed it long be- 
fore. 

As frequent mention is made in the following Voya- 
ges of the Wars of thefe Princes, either one with 
another, or with Caldan King of the Elutbs, who was. 
the principal Inftrument of the Deftruftion of the 
Kalkas, it may not be improper to enter a litde into 
the Occafion of them. ' Before 
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Before the Wars thefe Kalkas were fo powerful, 
that they appeared formidable to the Emperor of Chi- 
na himfelf ; they were exceeding rich in Flocks, and 
their Plains were covered over with Horfcs, of which 
they fold no lefs than an hundred thoufand every 
Year to Peking ; if the Buyers took them as they 
came, without Examination, they paid but feven or 
eight Crowns a Horfe > but when they had their 
Choice a handfbme Horfe coft fifteen ; whereas fince 
their Deftru&ion, in the time of the Emperor's War 
with the King of the Elutbs, an indifferent Horfe, 
provided he was but in tolerable Order, fold for four 
hundred Livres, .and fometimes more. 

The Occafion of this War was as follows : A Taiki, 
or Kalka Prince, called Lopzang hum taiki, whom I 
have feen .fince at the Affembly of the Eftates of Tar- 
tary, invaded, I know not for what reafon, the firfl of ' 
thefe three Han named Chafaftou ban, overthrew him, 
took him Prifoner, and afterwards put him to death ; 
he alfo feized on his Subftance and part of his Peo- 
ple, but the reft efcapihg with the Children of Cha- 
jaUou ban, fled to the fecond Han, Toucbetou. This 
Prince immediately difpatch'd an Account of what 
had happened to all the Chiefs of Standards, and 
principal Taikis, inviting them to join with him a- 
gainft the Ufurper of the Eftates of Chafaftou 9 ac- 
cordingly they aflembled their Forces, and being come 
up with the Ufurper, defeated him, and feized his . 
Perfon ; neverthelefs they would not dip their Hands 
in his Blood, but contented themfelves with fending 
him to the Great Lama for him to inflidt what Pu- 
nifhment he pleafed, at the fame time defiring him 
to inveft the eldeft Son of Chafaftou ban with the 
Dignity of his Father :. tTheir Requeft was granted, 
.and the Son was reinftatcd in the Kingdom of his 
.Father ; but they neither reftor'd him his Subjefts, 
* nor his Flocks, for Tcuchetou had feized them for 
his own ufe, by the Advice of his Brother who go- 
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Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



i68 ^General History of , 

vern'd him in every thing, and for whom he had all 
imaginable deference on account of his being a Lama, 
and one of thofe living Fo which arc very numerous 
in Tartary, and who as eafily impofe on thefe barba- 
rous Mongous, as Mahomet formerly did on the igno- 
rant Shepherds of Arabia. 

This Lama, named Tfing chung tumba houtouBou^ 
had been eight Years Difciple to the Great Lama of 
Thibet, during which time he acquired the learned 
Language of Thibet, and fuch a Reputation for 
Knowledge in that School, that he was refblved to 
make a Schifm, and obliged his Difciples to acknow- 
- ledge him as independant on his late Mafter, pre- 
tending that he was a living Fo for the fame Reafons 
as the other; in fliort he fo well deceived thefe 
Kalkas that they adored him -as a Divinity ; his Bro- 
ther alfo, tho* King of the Kalkas, went regularly on 
fee Days to pay him the fame Adorations they pay 
their Idols, gave him the upper hand on all occa- 
fions, and fufiercd hjmfHf to be governed intirely by 
him : It was properly this Lama who, by his Pride 
and ill Condudt, occafion'd the Deftruftion of his Fa^ 
mily and the Empire of the Kalkas. 

Tcbafaftou ban, feeing they refufed to reftore his 
EfFedte which had been decreed him in the Aflembly 
of the Eftates of the Kalkas, fent Ambafladors to the 
Great Lama of Thibet to complain of the Injuftice, 
and to defire him to interpofc his Authority with 
Touchetou ban, and the Lama his Brother, for the 
Reftitution of what they fo wrongfully detained ; the 
Dalai Lama accordingly difpatch'd one of his prin- 
cipal Lamas to Tonchetou ban, and the . Lama . his 
former Difciple, to terminate the Difference ; hut this 
Envoy being gained by their Prefents contented him- 
felF with fpecious Promifes, without procuring any 
Performance : Chafaftou ban, defpairing of any Juftice, 
from that Quarter, fent his fecond Son to the Em- " 
peror of China tointreat himtoefpoufe his Interefts, 
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and procure the Restitution of his Effefts : It mud be 
obferved here, that all the Kalka Princes paid a kind 
of Homage* to the Emperor for the liberty of tra- 
ding into China, which confifted in fending him a 
Camel and nine white Horfes by way of Tribute ;- 
but they were not very regular iii the Payment of % 
difpenfing with it whenever they pleas'd. 

Accordingly the Emperor difpatch'd an Ambafiador 
to Dalai Lama to engage him, at a certain time 
which he appointed, to fend a Perfon of confideration 
into the Country of the Kalkas, promifing to fend at 
the fame time a Grandee of his own Court to difpofe 
thefe Princes to an Accommodation, and to prevent 
the War, which was ptherwife inevitable. 
. Mean time CbafaSlou ban dying, hiseldeft Son, who ■ 
had enter'd into a ftrift ^Alliance with Caldan King 
of the Eluths his Neighbour, fuccceded him and was 
made Han : This Prince likewife prefcM the Reftitu- 
tion of his Effefts, and the Envoys of the Emperor 
and Dalai Lama being arriv'd at the Court of Touchc- 
tou ban, they conven'd a fecond time the Eftates of the 
Kalka Princes : The Envoy of the Emperor was thA 
firft Prefident of the Tribunal of the Mongous, which 
is in a manner of the fame Dignity with the fix chief 
Tribunals at Peking ; the Name of this Envoy was 
Argni, and from him it was, and the other Manda- 
rins that accompany'd him, that I learnt the Particu- 
lars of this Negotiation. 

The Envoy of Dalai Lama was alfo one of the 
moft confiderable in his Court, and, as he reprefented . 
the Perfon of Dalai Lama, every one in the Aflem- 
bly yielded him the firft Place, except the Brother of 
Toucbetou ban, who being alfo a Lama, and profef- 
fing himfelf a living Fo, pretended to be equal with 
that High-Prieft, and infilled upon being treated with 
the fame Diftin&ion. 

The King of the Elutbs had alfo his Envoys at 
the Aflcmbly to fupport the Interefts of his Friend 

and 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



tjo 'The General History of 

and Ally. Thefe highly protefted agpinft the Preten- 
tions of the Kalka Lama, which they look'd upon as an 
enormous Outrage againft their common High-Prieft, 
whofe right it was to prcfide by his Legate in the Af- 
fembly ; but this Lama would make no Conceffions, 
and the Elutb Envoys retir'd in great Difcontent. 

In fhort, to avoid a greater Difference than that 
they came to terminate, the Envoy of Dalai Lama 
was oblig'd to confent that the Lama, Brother to the 
King of the Kalkas, fhould fit oppofite to him. This 
Conteft once over affairs were foon regulated in the 
Afiembly, and Touchetou ban and the Lama his Bro- 
ther folcmnly promis'd that they would faithfully 
execute what had been there decreed : After which 
the Eftates feparated, but inftead of keeping their 
Word, they continued their ufual Delays und$r di- 
vers Pretences. 

. Mean time the King of the Elutbs, offended at the 
litde regard he had to his Envoys, and the Affront 
offered Dalai Lama in the Perfon of his Legate, as 
alfo prefs'd by Cbafattou ban to haften the Reftitution 
©f his Effe&s, of which they flill detain'd the bell 
part, fent an Ambaflador to Touchetou ban* and the 
Lama his Brother, to exhort them to perform their 
Promife; and in particular to complain of tht Kalka 
Lama's having difputed Precedence with the Legate of 
Dalai Lama, who had been their common Mafter. The 
Kalka Lama could not contain his Fury, but loaded 
the AmbafTador with Irons, and having fent back 
fomt of his Retinue with injurious and threading 
Letters to the King of the Eluths> immediately put 
himfelf with his Brother at the head of a large Body 
of Troops to furprife Cbafaftou ban : This Prince, who 
expe&ed nothing lefs, could not efcape the Fury of 
his Enemy, but fell into the Hands of the Lama who 
ordered him to be drowned. He alfo put to death 
one of the moft confiderable Taikis, and feiz'd his 
gffeds ; after, which he enter'd into the Territories of 

the 
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the King of the Elutbs, and furpris'd one of the Bro- 
thers of that Prince, whofe Head he cut off, and fix- 
ing it upon a Spear, exposed it in that manner thro* 
the Country, at the fame time fending one of the 
Domefticks of that unfortunate Prince to the King- 
of the Elutbs, with a Letter full of Invcftives and 
Threats. 

The King of the Elutbs tho* fo cruelly incens'd,. 
yet fupprefs'd his Refcntment till he was in a Con- , 
dition to declare it ; mean time he aflembled his, 
Forces, and about the end of the following Winter, 
or the beginning of the Year 1688, advane'd to the. 
Territories of Touchetou ban : The Lama, who expedit- 
ed no lefs, had demanded Succours of all the other 
Kalka Princes, alledging that he had taken and put to 
death CbafaBou bap, for no other rcafon but beguile 
he was leagued with the King of the Elutbs to dc- 
ftroy all the other Kalkas : Accordingly molt of thefe 
Princes came with confiderable Forces, to the general 
IjLendevous on the Frontiers of the Kingdom of Tou- 
chetou ban. 

The King of the Elutbs faw; very well that it would 
be Rafhnefs to come to an Engagement with an Ar- 
my fo much fuperior to his own ; wherefore he only 
fought to poft his Troops to advantage, flattering 
hiirifelf that Divifions would foon arife in the Army 
of the Kalkas, which accordingly happened. The 
Chief of one of the molt numerous Standards de- 
camp'd firft in the Night with all his Forces ; Tcbet- 
ching ban a. little after follow'd has Example, and in 
fliort all the reft made their Retreat, leaving Touche- 
ton ban, and the Lama his Brother, with none but the 
Forces of their own Standard, 

The King of the Elutbs, being appriz'd of what had. 
paft, loft no time, but immediately fell upon his Ene^ 
mies -, it was rather a Rout than a Battle, for they 
made no Refiftancp : Touchetou ban with his Family, 
and the Lama his Brother with his Difciples* efcap'd 

With 
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with much difficulty, but were oblig'd to abandon 
moft of their Baggage* with the greateft part of their 
Army and Flocks. 

* The King of the Eluths put to the Sword all the 
Kalkas that fell into his Hands of the Family of 
Tvucbttou ban, penetrated even to his Camp, and the 
ordinary Refidence of the Lama his Brother, burnM 
whatever he could not carry away, and entirely de- 
ftroy'd two fine Temples which the Lama had built 
at great expence. After which he fent fome of his ' 
Troops to fcour the Country, ordering them to put 
to the Sword all the Kalkas they met, who fled on 
every fide. We met a great Number of thefe Fu- 
gitives in the Defart of Cbamo, when we paft thro* ' 
it on my firft Journey into Tartary in the Year 1688; 
and this it was that hinder'd us from reaching Se- 
lengba as we defign'd, becaufc we muft have been 
obligM to crofs the Country where the King of the 

# Elufbs was encamp'd with his vi&orious Army. 

* Toutchetouban, and the Lama his Brother, retired to 
the South extremities of the Defart, near the Frontiers * 
of China, whence they fent to intreat the Emperor to 
take them under his Proteftion, and to defend them 
from an Enemy whofe Ambition and Cruelty they * 
highly exaggerated. The Emperor immediately diA 
patched an Officer to the King of Elutb to know 
thcoccafion of the War, to which Meflagc the Prince 
anfwer*d with Refpeft, That he had undertaken it to 
revenge the Death of his Brother ; that he thought no 
Prince would give a Refuge to fo wicked a Perfon as 
the Kalka Lama, who had been the Author of fo 
many Barbarities, and that therefore he was refolv'd 
to purfue him wherever he retreated •, that the Em- 
peror was alfo interefted in his Punifhment, fince he 
had notorioufly violated the Promifes made to his 
Majefty's Ambaffadors in the Aflembly of the States, 
$nd fhewn fo little Deference to his Mediation. 
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The Lama faw very well, that if the Emperor aban-r 
don'd him he muft inevitably fall into the Hands of 
his Enemy, and efpecially as the Dalai Lama was a- 

fiinft. him: Wherefore to fecure himfelf the only 
rotc&ion he could hope for, he offer'd the Emperor 
to become his perpetual Vaffal, together with his Bro- 
ther and his Family and Subjects, and alfo to en-^ 
gage all the other Kalkas to follow his Example. Du-- 
ring this Negotiation feveral other Kalka Princes like T 
wife fought the Emperor's Prote&ion, on the lame 
Conditions of becoming his Vaffals, and were favour- 
ably receiv'd. 

This fame Year alfo dy*d Tcbetcbing ban, whofe 
Widow likewifc intreated the Emperor to receive her 
Son among the Number of his Vaflals, and to give 
him the Inveftiture and Title of Han. Atiirft fomp 
icruple was made of granting him this Title, becaufc, 
as was alledg'd, it properly belong'dto none but tfye 
Emperor, and therefore was incompatible with the 
quality of a Vaflal : Neverthelefs this ambitious \for 
man infilling that her Son fhould not be depriv'd oif 
a Dignity which her Husband had poffefled, and xo- 
prefenting that his Rank could not be debafed by.Ki 
Submifiion to the Emperor, they yielded to this Rea- 
son, and granted him the Title of Han ; but Avitk 
Reftri&ion that it fhould not pafs to any of his De- 
fendants, but die with him. 

The Emperor wa* fome time before he received 
Foucbetou ban, and the Lama his Brother, into his Ter- 
ritories, or would appear to proteft them openly, coiv- 
tenting himfelf at firft with exhorting the King of £- 
luth to abandon his Refentment, and not purfue a 
Revenge which ought to be fatisfied by the deplo- 
rable Condition to which he had redue'd thofe mife- 
rable Princes and their Subjedh. But the King of E- 
lutb would liften to no Accommodation 5 he anfwered 
once again, That the Emperor was equally concern'd 
to punifty the Violation of a Treaty guaranty *d by him- 
felf 
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felf and the Dalai Lama ; he added however that if 
his Majefty would deliver the Katka Lama into the 
Hands of Dalai Lama their common Matter, and 
the Chief of their Religion, to be judged by him, 
that then he would lay down his Arms, and defift 
from all Hoftilities. But the Emperor thinking it 
inconfiftent with his Dignity to abandon Princes who 
had been plunder'd of their Eftates, and had fled to 
him for Refuge ; and having befides nothing to ap- 

}>rehend from the Mofcovites* with whom he had late- 
y concluded the Peace at Niptcbou^ he openly took 
the Kalka Princes into his Protection, and aflign'd 
them a part of his Lands in Tartary, where they 
might live after their own manner. It was this that 
kindl'd the War between the Emperor and the King 
of the Elutbs. 

Thislaft Prince, about the end of July in the Year 
1690, advanced at the head of a fmall but couragious 
Army to the Frontiers of the Empire •, all the Kal- 
ias that he found encamp'd along* the River Kerlon 9 
•which he had follow'd for the convenience of Forrage, 
tte either kilTd or made Slaves of them, and pur- 
ftfcft theMurthcrers of his Brother even into the Re- 
treat the Emperor had defign'd them. 

On the firft Rumour of this Prince's March thfc 
Emperor afiembled all the Mpngou Troops, which 
lying encamp'd immediately without the Great Wall 
are, as it were, the advanced Guards of the Empire. 
To thefe he join'd fome Mantcbeou Soldiers, which 
ferv'd as a Convoy to the Prefidents of the Tribunals 
of the Militia and Mongous, whom he fent to the 
Frontiers to obferve the Motions of the Elutbs. Thefe 
two Prefidents formed a Defign to furprife the King 
' of Elutb in his Camp 5 for which purpofe they a- 
mus'd him with a fi&itious Treaty of Peace, and when 
he had the lcaft diftruft attacked him in the Night ; 
but they were vigoroufly repuls'd, and purfu'd even 
in the Territories of the Empire, where they fav'd 
themfelvcs by doming to the Mountains, 

The 
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The Emperor hearing this immediately lent a large 
Army from Peking to encounter the Elutbs : He at 
firft defign'd to have commanded it in Perfon, and 
had fent me orders to follow him ; but at the Inftances 
of the Council and the Grandees of the Empire he 
altered that Refolution, and gave the Comntfnd to 
his eldeft Brother, whom he created Generaliffimo, 
with whom he alfo fent his eldeft Son, and the Prin- 
cipal of his Council. 

The King of the Elutbs, who was appriz'd of their 
March, attended them with great Refolution about 
eighty Leagues from Peking : This Prince was very 
advantageoufly pofted, and tho* he wanted Artillery, 
with which the Imperial Army was well provided, 
and had but few Troops, yet notwithftanding the in- 
equality he accepted the Offer of Battle. At firft his 
Van-guard fuffer'd very much from the Enemy's Can- 
non, which oblig'd him to change his order of Battle ; 
but as he was pofted behind a great Marfh, where the 
Emperor's Army could not furroundhim, he defended 
himfelf with great bravery till Night, when each 
Party retir'd to their Camp. The Grand Matter of 
the Artillery, who was alfo Uncle to the Emperor 
by the Mother's fide, was kill'd about the end of this 
Aftion by a Mufquet-fhot, as he was giving orders 
for withdrawing the Cannon. 

The following Days were fpent in mutual Nego- 
tiations, the -Refult of which was that the King of 
the Elutbs fhould retire with the Remainder of his 
Forces, but firft take an Oath before his Fo never 
to return into the Territories of the Emperor, or thofc 
of any of his Allies : ■ In his Retreat a great part fcf 
his Army perifh'd for Want. This Difgrace was 
alfo follow'd by another; his Nephew Tfe vang 
raptan, whom he had left Guardian of his Coun- 
try, abandon'd it, and retir'd to a great Diftancc 
with all that would follow him, which was a terrible 

Blow 
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Blow to the King of Elutb, and it was at leaft three or 
four Years before he could recruit his Army, fo 
much was it diminifhedby the Misfortunes ofthelaft 
Campaign. 

Mean time as the Emperor's Army, and the Gene- 
rals which commanded it, were on their Return to 
Peking) Proceedings were begun agpinft them, not- 
withftanding they had the better in the Engagement ; 
for it is a Law among the Mantcbeoux, eftablifVd 
.from the Foundation of the Monarchy, that if a Gene- 
ral gives Battle, and is not compleady victorious, he 
is decm'd culpable, and. ought to be punifh'd. 

Had the Emperor fuffer'd his Council to adt ac- 
cording to the Rigour of the Law, his Brother had 
. been degraded from the Dignity of * Vang y and the 
other Grandees, who had been of his Council, had 
at leaft loft their Employs; they even deliberated 
whether they fhould not be ftraitly imprifon'd : But 
the Emperor declar'd that the Fault being flight de- 
ferv'd a flight Punifhmcnt ; therefore the Regulo Ge- 
neraliflimo, and fome other general Officers who are 
diftinguifh'd in a manner like our Dukes, Counts, 
Marquifes, &V. were condemned to lofe three Years 
Revenue of their Dignity, and the others were de- 
graded five Degrees. 

The Emperor highly honour^ the Memory of his 
Uncle who had been flain in this A&ion, and con- 
tinual his eldeft Son in all his Employs and Dig- 
nities, and among the reft in that of being Chief of 
a Standard, thinking it was not juft to give them 
from the Family of a Perfon who had fo gencroufly 
facrifie'd his Life for the publick Good, 

He alfo gave Gratuities to the Relations of all 

. thofe that had been flain or wounded in the Batde, 

and every one that had diftinguifh'd himfelf was re- 

. warded in Proportion to his Merit. The Year fol- 

* Prince, or Regulo* 

lowing 
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lowing his Majefty went into Tartary to hold an 
Affembly of the Eftates there, when all the Kalka > 
Princes became his Vaffals by common Confent, and 
paid him a folemn Homage. 

The King of the Eluths continued till the Year 
1694 in the Country which formerly belong'd to 
KSbafaBou ban and Toucbetou han y after which, having 
recruited his Army, he fcour'd the Banks of the Ker- 
ton, making Slaves of all the Kalkas he found, and 
iadvanc'd to the Frontiers of the Country of Cor chin > 
whence he fent to folicite the chief Prince to join 
with him againfl: the Mantcbeoux. 

" What can be more unworthy, faid he, than our 
u becoming Slaves to thofe whom we have com- 
" manded? We are Mongous 9 and united under one 
u Law, wherefore let us join our Forces, and re : 
u gain an Empire which belongs to us, and was the 
" Inheritance of our Anceftors. I fhall fhare with 
" Pleafure the Glory and Fruits of my Conquefts with 
" fuch as will fhare the Peril ; but if there fhould 
" be any of the Mongou Princes, as I perfuade my 

'. " felf there are none, fo bafc as to defire to remain 
" Slaves to the Mantcbeoux our common Enemies, 
" they may depend on being the firft Obje&s of our 
"Revenge, and their Ruin fhall be the Prelude to 
" the Conqucft of China: 9 
The King of Cortchin on this occafion gave a Proof 

" of his Fidelity to the Emperor, by fending him the 
King of Elutb's Letter, which occafion'd him fome 
uneafinefs ; for tho' he knew the Elutbs were too weak 
to attempt any thing, yet he apprehended a Union of 
the Mongous which might be powerful -enough to 
ftrike Terror into the Empire : Their ancient Animo- 
fity againfl the Mantcbeoux, with the fecret Protection 
which Dalai Lama gave the King of Elutb, whofe 
Advancement he wiiVd, might eafily unite all the 
Tartars in the fame Defign of throwing off their . 
Yoke. 
Vol. IV* N It 
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It was thefe Confiderations that determin'd the Em* 
peror to make a new Attempt to exterminate the E- 
luthsy or to compel them by force of Arms to a 
lafting and folid Peace. With this View, in the 
Year 1696, he caus'd three Armies to enter Tartary^ 
with a Defign to inclofe the Eluths on all fides. At 
the head of the mod numerous he march'd himfelf, 
accompany'd by feveral of his Children, and the chief 
Princes of the Blood : One of thefe Armies gain'd a 
compleat Viftory, whilft that of the Emperor HUM 
every place with Terror. 

In fliort this Year and the Year following all thefe 
Tartars were either deftroy'd, fubdu'd, or difpers'd ; 
and the Death of their King which happen'd in 1697, 
whilft the Emperor was marching towards his Re- 
treat, entirely compleated the Ruin of this Nation ; 
fo that the reft of thefe unfortunate Eluths were either 
oblig'd to implore the Emperor's Clemency, or to fly 
to Tfe vang rapt an the only .remaining Prince of that 
People. 

This War thus glorioufly ended, the Emperor is 
become abfolute Mafter of all the Empire of the Kal- 
kas and Eluths^ and has extended his Dominions in 
Tartary as far as the Lands poffefs*d by the Mofcovites, 
which in general are only wild Forefts, and uninha- 
bited Mountains. 

Almoft all the Princes of the Mongous % as well as 
the Kalkasy are of the Race of Zinghikan : The chief 
of thefe Princes defcended from the Emperor Coublai 
by the eldeft Branch, and call'd Tcbabar ban, alfo bore 
the Title of Emperor of the Mongous, and had Tri- 
bute paid him by all the others, as likewife by the 
Eluths, till about the beginning of the (ixteenth Cen- 
tury, when the laft of thefe, Tcbabar ban, having 
made his Government infupportable by his Cruelties 
and Debaucheries, his Subjefts call'd in the Founder 
of the Mantcbeou Monarchy. Upon this Revolution 
the Mongol* Prince, who became Vaffal to the Em- 
peror 
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peror of the Mantcheoux, was oblig'd to quit the 
Title of Han for that of Vang* which the Emperor 
gave him : This feme Emperor having made himfelf 
Mailer of part of the Province of Leao tong, which 
border^ on the mod powerful of thcMongou Princes, 
made Alliances with them by the Marriages of his 
Children, and by that means won feveral to Subjec- 
tion, and left fuch an increased Dominion to his Son, 
the Grandfather of the prefent Emperor, that what 
with Mil^nefs, and what with the Terror, of his 
Arms, he compleatly reduc'd all the Mongous with- 
out the Great Wall. 

Their Country, from Eaft to Weft, extends from 
the Province of Leao tongy and the Country of the 
Mantcheoux* to the City of Mng Ha in the Province 
of Cbenfi, between the Great Wall of China and the 
Defart of Cbamo ; they are divided into forty-nine 
Standards, each of which has one % of its own Princes 
for chief. 

The Mantcbeoux, after their Conqueft of China* con- 
fer'd on the moft powerful of thefe Princes the Dig- 
nities of Fang, Petit y Peize* Cong* &c- they alfo 
fettl'd a fixM Revenue on each of the Chiefs of thefe 
Standards, regulated their Bounds, and eftablifh'd the 
Laws by which they are governed to this Day. There 
is alfo a grand Tribunal at Peking* where their Dis- 
putes are finally determined, and to which they may 
appeal from the Judgments of their Princes them- 
felves, who as well as others are obliged to appear 
before this Tribunal, when cited. The Kalkas are 
alfo under the fame Regulation, fince their becoming 
Vaflals to the Emperor. 

The third Nation of Tartary is that of the Maho- 
metan tartan* the moft confidorablc of which are the 
Tusbehs* better known in Europe than in China itfelf. 
From Weft to Eaft they extend from Perfia and the 
Cafpian Sea to the Country of the Elutbs* and on 
the South almoft to China ; but thofe of this part 

N 2 were 
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were moftly fubdu'd by the laft King of the Elutbs? 
who made himfelf Mafter of Tarkan, Tourfan and 
Hami, calPd by our Geographers Camu 

After the Defeat of the King of the Elutbs, thofe 
of Hami, who lie the neareft China, put themfelves 
under the Prote&ion of the Emperor : Thofe of Tour- 
fan and Tarkan were alfo about to follow their Ex- 
ample, and this Court was difpofed to receive them ; 
but Tfs vang raptan by his Prcfence 'prevented the 
Execution of their Defign, and affur'd himfelf of 
their Fidelity. Neverthelefs thofe of Tarkan, leagued 
with the Tusbek Princes their Neighbours, were on 
the point of fhaking off his Yoke, had not Raptan 
iurprifed the Rebels, and compelPd them to return to 
their Obedience. As I never travelled into this Coun- 
try my felf, I fhall only • relate, in few Words, what 
I learn'd from fome Lords fent by the Prince of Hami 
to the Emperor of China. 

The firft of thefe Envoys was one of the Sons 
of the Prince of Hami himfelf; and the fecond was . 
one of his Officers, who had often travel'd the Coun- 
try that lies between the Province of Chen ft and the 
Cafpian Sea : He alfo told me that he had been at 
Bocbara, or as it is calPd in the Country Bobara, in 
which Journey he fpent five Months ; but then he 
travel'd very flow, ftopt at feveral Places, and took 
a large Circuit, pafling through the Territories of 
Prince Raptan, which lie vaftly wide to the North- 
Weft of Hami, and from thence by the Zurqueftan; 
This Road, he told me, was the bell and moft free 
from Robbers •, but then there is a much fliorter and 
more direft one, tho* lefs fafe and more difficult. 

From China to Hami is about twenty Days Journey, 
and from Hami to Tourfan is above ioo Leagues, 
which the Caravan performs in feven Days : This 
Road is full of Rocks, and in a manner without either 
Water or Forrage. From Tourfan to Aofou is twenty- 
three Days Journey, and from thence to Tarcan ten ; 

after 
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after which to Bochara is about a Month's Journey far- 
ther : The next Town is Kaskar, but all the Road be- 
yond is infefted by the Tartars call'd Pouroutes and 
Haffacks, who are great Robbers, and plunder all they 
meet without Diftinftion, . even the Ambaffadors of 
any Prince : Wherefore this Road is very dangerous, 
at leaft without a good Guard, and therefore is but 
little frequented. 

The Country is very hot in Summer, and produces, 
abundance of good Fruite, in particular Melons and 
Grapes. Thefe Tartars are Mahometans, and formerly 
drove a great Commerce into China, whither they came 
every Year in numerous Caravans : The War has in- 
terrupted this Traffick for fdme Years, but it will 
probably revive again by the Encouragement and Im- 
munities which the Emperor has granted to all who 
trade by Land into China : The Language of thefe 
Tartars, which is apparently the fame with that of 
the Yusbeks, is different from the Mongol Tongue , but 
this laft is commonly undcrftood by reafon of the 
great Commerce between the two Nations. 

There now only remains to fpeak of the fourth Na^ 
tion of this part of Tartary, which is under the Do- 
minion of the Mofcovites. This is much thelargeft, 
and extends from Weft to Eaft from Mofcovy to the 
Eaftern Ocean ; and from North to South, from the 
frozen Sea, to the fifteeth Degree of North Latitude 
towards the Weftern part, and to the fifty-fifth Degree 
towards the Eaftern : But we can only fay that it is a 
vaft Defart, except fome parts of Siberia, which are 
tolerably well peopled, the reft' being almoft entirely 
deftitute of Inhabitants. 

I have only paft thro* part of the Frontiers of thefe . 
vaft Countries, wherefore all I fhall relate is what I 
learn'd from fcveral Mofcovites and Tartars, who had 
refided in the Country, and often traveled thither,, and 
in particular from a Mofcovite who was fettled at .P*-_ 
%ng, and become an inferior Mandarin. 

N 3 TJiis 



, 



182 7%e General History of 

This Mo/covite had been made Prifoner by the 
Matitcheoux at the taking of Tacfa, and, not having 
wherewith to fubfift in his own Country, voluntarily 
accepted the offer they made him of fettling at Peking. 
He Jud travelled the greateft part of thefe vaft Coun- 
tries, and beTides two or three Journies from Tcbolk* 
the Place of his Nativity, to Mofcou -, he had gone 
from Tobolk to Selengha, and from thence to Niptchou, 
where he ftay'd a Year ; and from Niptcbou' to Tacfa, 
where he refided eight Years, employing himfelf 
fometimes in Hunting, and fometimes in collecting 
the Tribute paid by thefe People to the Czar, which 
confifts in thole beautiful and precious Furs that are 
the principal Traffick of the Mofcovites. The Sub- 
ftance of his Relation was as follows, and has been 
confirm'd by many others who had got equal Infor- 
mation, 

i. This Nation is little more than 300 Leagues 
diftant from Mofcou : The Journey is eafily performed 
on a Sledge in twenty Days, when the Snow is on 
the Ground, but in Summer it is almoft impractica- 
ble by reafon of the Bogs, Waters, and Marflics ; 
wherefore the Commerce, which is very confiderable, 
11 only carried on in the Winter, 

2. Tobo{k y or, as the Mofcovites call it, Toboski, is a 
large City of great Trade, the Capital of Siberia, 
and grand Staple for all the Furs : Th£ Country round 
about it abounds with all forts of Grain, Herbs, and 
Fruit : It is govern'd by four Mofcovite Officers, who 
are chang'd every Year, and has Jurifdiftion over 
all that the Mofcovites pofTels in Tartary beyond the 
Rivers Irtis and Oby ; here is alfo a large Garrifbn of 
Mofcovites and Siberians, who are maintained by the 
Czar. 

The City of Tobolk is about the bignefs of Orleans ; 
it is fituate on a high Mountain, at the Foot of which 
runs the Great River Irtis, and the little River of 
Tobolk, whence the Town takes its Name, and which 
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in this part difcharges itfelf into Irtis. From Tcbolk to 
the Fall of Irtis into Oby they reckon a hundred 
Leagues, but it is not half fo far to go ftraight to it : 
The Irtis is full of windings, and to travel this hun- 
dred Leagues along the River would require fifteen or 
twenty Days : They are chiefly Mahometan Siberians 
that inhabit about Tobolk, and between the Rivers Ir- 
tis and Oby ; thofe between the Oby and Genijfie are 
called, by the Mofcovites, Oftiaki and Tongouffey ; the 
Oftiakis inhabit near Oby, and on the little River of 
Kiel , and the Tongouffey along the Genijfee. 

3. It requires much lefs time to go from Selingha 
to Tcbolk, than to come from Tcbolk to Selingue, or 
Selingha : Selingui is properly a River, on the Bank . 
of which the Mofcovites have built a Town in the 
Country of the Kalkas, about two hundred and fifty 
Leagues to the North- weft of China: This Town, 
which they call after the Name of the River, was ap- 
pointed in 1688 for the Treaty of Pacificatipn be- 
tween the Plenipotentiaries of the Emperor of China 
and the Czar of Mofcovy. 

The Lake called Paikal lies about four cafy Days 
Journey more towards the South : This Lake is the 
largeft in TarUry, and perhaps in the World : They 
count it three Days Journey from Selingha to this 
Lake, into which it falls. You come next to a little 
Town called Oude, feated alfo on the River a Day's 
Journey from the Lake, which you afterwards pafs 
in a Day, for in that part it is not very broad ; after 
which you enter into another named Angata, which 
runs from the Lake with a very rapid Current towards 
the North. 

About ten Leagues from the Lake, in going down 
the River, you meet with another Town called 
Irkoutskife, from the Name of a little River which 
falls in this part into the Angara : From henCe, in a- 
bout ten or twelve Days, you come to Genijfee, which 
is a City built by the Mofcovites on a River of that 
N 4 Name : 
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Name : You ftill continue to go down the Angara, 
which, as 1 have already obferved, is exceeding rapid,' 
and full of Rocks ; neverthelefs a Boat may pafs Very 
fafe, provided it is guided by the People of the 
Country : About half a League South of the City of 
Genijfee y the River Angara falls into the River Ge- 
nijjee, which in that part is at Ieaft a League over. 
As foon as you arrive at the City you quit this great 
River, which runs always North to its Fall into the 
Frozen Sta ; you then pafs over z Mountain, and tra- 
vel eight or ten Leagues by Land ; after which you 
reimbark on a little River called Kijie, which is ford- 
able, and of fo ftill a Stream that Veflels of a mo- 
derate Rate can fail up or down it with equal eafe ; 
they row very fwift, and are no more than ten Days 
in going to a City or Town called Kietskoie from the 
Name of. the River. : ; 

From this Town to the Fall of the Kifte into the 
Oby is only one Day's Journey, after which you go 
down the Oby to its conjundlion with the Irtis y which' 
is commonly a Voyage of fifteen or twenty Days, 
then you fail up the River Irtis to Tobolk. This Jour- 
ney can't be conveniently taken at any time except 
in Summer, when the Rivers are navigable, becaufe 
the way by Land is full of Mountains and Forefts, 
and in a manner only inhabited along the Rivers : 
From Kitskoie, after a Voyage of feven or eight Days 
down the Ob)\ you come to the City of Navim, and 
after another Voyage of the fame length to that of 
Fourgoutte. 

4. The Lake Paykal is near a hundred Leagues in 
length from South- weft to North-eaft,' but little more 
than ten in breadth ; it is very deep, and full of Fifli, 
and furrounded with Mountains almoft on every fide ; 
the Lands which lie on the South of thefe Mountains 
are of a good Soil, and cultivated in feveral Places by 
the Mofcovites, the Inhabitants of the Country under- 
ftanding nothing of Tillage : Wheat and Oats grow 
Very well there. " ' - The 
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The People, who inhabit about this Lake, are called 
Tongouffe by the Mofcovites •, and by the tartar s y 
Orotcbon : The Orotcbon^ arc properly thofe who live 
along the Rivers which run towards the Eaft : Here 
is alfo another Nation, called by the Mongous, Brattes: 
The Mongou kalkas inhabit North of the River Se- 
UnguL 

Befides the Siberians, you find towards the South, 
between the Irtis and Oby, another Nation called the 
Vouboulles; thefe inhabit along the River Sociva, 
which falls into the River Tobolk about eight Days; 
Journey above the City of that Name : Towards the 
Source of Sociva the Mofcovites have built a little 
Town called Pialing, about twenty Days Journey 
from Jobolk, whence they govern thefe Vouboulles r and 
oblige them to pay a Tribute of Furs. 

The Banks of the River Lena, which lies confider- 
ably Eaft of the River Genifjee, are inhabited by ano- 
ther Nation, called by the Mofcovites^ Yah : They 
have alfo built a, City or Town here, called Yacou- 
skoie, from the Name of thefe People, whence they 
keep them in awe : Their whole Employment is 
Hunting and Fifhing. The Language of this Na- 
tion is different from that of the Inhabitants along the 
Geniffee, Oby y and Irtis. 

Frpm Selingha to Niptchou is a twenty Days Jour-, 
ney thro* an open Country ; it was inhabited by the 
Kalkas in the parts proper for Paflure, moft of which 
Kalkas were fubjeft to the Mofcovites y but as they 
were very prone to rebel, and robb'd even the Cara- 
vans of the Mofcovites themfelves, thefe laft extirpa- 
ted them almoft intirely. 

The woody parts of the Country are inhabited by 
a People called by the Mofcovites , Tangoujfe, and by 
the Mantcbeoux, Orotcbon ; thefe Orotcbon, of whom 
we have Ipoke before, employ themfelves continually 
in Hunting and Fifliing ; what they chiefly hunt are f 
Sables, Ermins, black Foxes, and Elks 5 the Flefti 

of 
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of which Animals is alfo their principal Diet : Thole 
that refide along the Sagbalien oula, called by the 
Mofcovites, Szilka, to the Fall of the River Ergdn % 
like wife pay Tribute to the Mofcovites : They have 
alfo Cabbins covered with the Skins of Elks and 
Rain-Deer, which laft. the Mantchemw call Oron. 
• This River of Ergon, which was appointed by the 
Treaty of Aiptcbou to be the Boundary on this fide, 
' between the Empires of China and Mofcovy, takes its 
Rife from the Lake Dalai, and after a Courfe of a 
hundred Leagues difcharges itfelf into the Sagbalien 
oula ; it is every where navigable, arid alfo forckble in 
fome Places. 

From the Mouth of this River you arrive, in eight 
of ten Days, at Niptcbou, from whence you go down 
the River in two or three Days to Tacfa ; the Mofco- 
vites call the Town of Niptcbou t Nerzinokoi, which is 
grown muth more populous fmce the Treaty of Peace 
concluded there in 1689, both on account of the great 
number of Mofcovites who abandon'd Tacfa to fettle 
there, as alfo becaufe the Mofcovite Caravans fct out 
from thence to go to Peking. 

All the Country which lies North of Sagbalien cu- 
la to the Frozen Sea, between the Meridian of Pe- 
king and the Eaftern Ocean, is nothing but a vaft De- 
fart: The Mofcovites, who had often fcour'd the 
Country, affur'd us that it was intirely uninhabited, 
except in one part along the Banks of a River called 
Oudi, where a Colony of about a hundred Hunters 
had fettled themfelves, induced by the fine Furs 
which are found there : The Mofcovites added, that 
they had alfo fcour'd the Coafts of the Frozen and 
Eaftern Seas, which they found open in every part, 
except towards the North-eaft, where there was a 
Chain of Mountains that advanced very far into the 
Sea; they could not go to the Extremity of thefe 
Mountains, which were inacceffible. 
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If our Continent joins any where to America it is 
perhaps in this part ; but whether it does or not it 
certainly cannot be for diftant, if it be true that our 
Continent on this fide extends fix or feven hundred 
Leagues beyond the Meridian of Peking, as we have 
been affured it does by thole that have travelled the. 
Country, and which is alfo confirmed by the two 
Maps communicated to us by the Mofcovite Plenipo- 
tentiaries ; befides when a Perfon confiders how many 
Degrees muft be contained in fuch a vaft Country, 
as that of this Corner of Tartary, which extends 
thro* all the Parallels between the feventieth and 
eightieth Degree of Latitude, hell eafily conclude 
the little diftance there muft neceflarily be between the 
two Continents on this fide : However it is certain 
that Eaftern Tartary is almoft intirely a vaft Defart, 
and that the Northern part, which is fubjeft to the 
Mofcovitts, is not near fo well inhabited as Canada j 
neither do the Mofctrvites get any thing there but Furs, 
and the Tteth of a certain Fifh, whiter and more 
precious than Ivory - 9 neverthelcfs they drive a great 
Trade to Peking, tho* fcarce any People but the Mof- 
c&vites, who are poor and inur'd to Cold and Fa- 
tigue, would take fo much Pains for fo little Profit. 

That Multitude of Furs which they arc poffefs'd 
of come from Siberia, from the Countries along the 
Jrtis, Oby, and Geniffte, and not from thefe vaft 
Countries which extend on the Eaft of Geniffee to the 
Sea, where there are few Inhabitants, and thofe very 
poor and miferable : But their greateft Misfortune is 
their Ignorance of the true God, for they even feem 
to have no Religion at all : It is probable that thefe 
Mongous had formerly fome Knowledge of the Chri- 
ftian Religion, and that there were alfo feveral Chri- 
ftians among them in the time of Zinghiskan, that im- 
placable Enemy of Mahomet and his Succeflbrs : It 
was upon this Subject I once convened with a Mon- 
gol* Prince, the Brother of one of thofe Regulos whofe 

Terri- 
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Territories lay near the Great Wall ; he underftood 
the Mantcheou Language perfectly well, which I alio - 
fpoke, and was better acquainted with the Hiftory 
of his Anceftors than any Mangou that I knew ; where- 
fore I asked him how long the Mongous had been fo 
devoted to their Lamas, and in particular to the Great 
Lama of Thibet , and at what time thefc Lamas intro- 
duced the Religion of Fo among them. 

He anfwered me, That it was under the Reign of 
the Emperor Coublai, whom he called Houblai^ at 
which time came Lamas into the .Country of the 
Mongous^ who planted their Religion ; but that thefc 
Lamas were different from the prefent, being wile 
Men of irreproachable Lives, and Saints that 
wrought a great many Miracles ; it is probable that 
thefe Lamas, as he call'd them, were religious Chrir 
ftians who came from Syria and Armenia at that time 
fubjeft to this Emperor, and preached the Chriftian 
Religion to the Mongous^ as alfo to the Chinefe : But. 
the Communication of thefe Countries with China. 
and Tartary being afterwards cut off by the difmem- 
bering of this Great Empire, the Bonzes of China 
mixed their Superstitions with the Chriftian Cuftoms, 
and indulging thefe ignorant Tartars in their Senfuali- 
ties, introduced by degrees the Religion of Fo a,mong 
them. 

This is ftyi the more credible, becaufe thefe Lamas 
have feveral Ceremonies and Cuftoms like thofe ob- 
ferved among Chriftians; thus they have Holy* 
Water 9 the Chant of the Choir^ and Prayers for the 
Dead : Their Drefs is like that in which we ufually 
paint the Apoftles, and they wear a Mitre and Hat 
like the Bifhops ; without mentioning their Great 
Lama, who among them is in a manner what the 
Pope is among Chriftians. 

The Mongous are naturally well inclined, and very 

N devout in their falfe Worlhip ; but fo biggoted to 

their Lamas, notwithftanding mod of them are very 

ignorant 
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ignorant and debauch'd, that there is little hopes of 
converting them to the trae Faith. The firft Jour- 
ney I took into Tartary I had thoughts of opening 
a Million here, and of confecrating the reft of my 
Days to preaching the Gofpel among thefe People ; 
but I perceiv'd their Hearts and Minds fo little dif- 
pos*d to receive the Divine Seed, that I concluded it 
would be imprudent to abandon China, where I had 
the Profpcd: of fuch an abundant Harveft. 

It is not becaufe thefe Souls, which were purchas'd 
by the Blood of Chrift as well as thofe of the politcft 
People, have not an equal Title to Apoftolick Cha- 
rity, but I am perfuaded that the moft effedtual Me- 
thod of extending Chriftianity in thefe Countries 
would be to fend Labourers from China, when they 
fhall be numerous enough to be fhar'd by their 
Neighbours ; there are already fome Chriftians from 
Peking in the Eaftern part* I mean in the Country of 
the MantcbeouX) and we hope foon to eftablilh feveral 
Miffions there. 

I fhall clofe thefe Remarks with a Word or two 
concerning the Great Wall which feparates China from 
Tartary ; for as I . have travelled along the chief 
part of it, and have paft thro* moft of the principal 
Gates, I can fpeak with certainty : It is indeed one of 
the moft furprifing and extraordinary* Works in the 
World, yet it can't be deny 'd but that thofe who have 
mention'd it in their Relations have magnify M. it too 
much, imagining doubtlefs that it was every where 
the fame as they faw it in the parts neareft Peking, or 
at certain of the moft important Pafles, where it is 
very ftrong, and well-built, as alfo very high and 
thick. 

From the Eaftern Ocean, where is the famous Gate ' 

called Chang hai koen, to the Entrance of the Pro- 
vince of Chan ft, it is in general built of Stone and 
Brick, with fquare ftrong Towers placed near enough 
for a mutual Defence, and in the more important 
. . Pafles 
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Pafles are handfome Fortrefles : This part extends a- 
bout two hundred Leagues, without reckoning the 
double, and fometimes the triple Walls, which fecure 
the moft confiderable Pafies. 

From the Entrance of the Province of Chan ft r to 
its Weftern Extremity, this Wall is built of nothing 
but Earth, or rather it is only a Terrafs, which is 
wanting too in fome Places, where I have often paft'd 
and repafs'd on Horfeback : It is true you meet fre- 
quently with Towers, which in fome Places are alfb 
of Brick, or Stone, but they are moftly buik of 
Earth a , to recompense this, for the whole length of 
the Great Wall within China* you meet with a For- 
trefs every four Leagues, each of which were 
ftrongly garrifon'd under the Dynafty of Tat ming, 
to defend the Country from the Incurfions of the 
Tartars. 

There is indeed a Garrifon in each of thefe For- 
treffes at prefent, but then in moft of them thefe Gar- 
rifons are very fmall, and confift of none but Qhfoujk 
Soldiers ; for it is only the principal Places, as Fouen 
fou % Tai tongfou* Tu lin 9 Ning kna* Siang tcbeou y Si 
ning, and So tcbeou* that are guarded by any confider- 
able Body of Troops: But befides thefe Fortrefife, 
the Mountains which are in China* immediately be- 
hind the. Great Wall, fuificiently defend the Country 
agpinft the Invafions of the Tartars. Thofe who de- 
fire a more particular Account may find it in the 
Journal of my Travels \ the prefent Sketch may fuf- 
fice to give a general Idea of Tartary* as much as a. 
Country fo vaft and uninhabited can deferve. 
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Geographical Memoirs of the Countries inhabited 
. by the Mongou Princes^ ranged under forty- 
nine Ki, or Standards. 

'"THE Mongou Tartars Jive only in Tents, which 
they remove from Place to Place* according to 
the different Seafons of the Year, and the Conve- 
nience of their Flocks ; in Summer they encamp oa 
the Banks of Rivers, and in Winter under the Co- 
of the Mountains. Thus they have have no fettled 
Abode in any part of thofe Countries of which they 
boaft themfelves Sovereigns. by an hereditary Right \ 
at prefent they hold of the Emperor of China y who 
gratifies them with a certain annual Stipend, but a 
much lefs than what he allows the Mantcbeou Princes 
at Peking. This wandering Life of the Mongous 
would not permit us to defcnbe their Habitations on 
the Map, any otherwife than by thofe Rivers, Lakes, 
and Mountains, near which they ufualiy encamp in 
great numbers : In fome of thcfe little Countries arc 
ftill to be feen the Ruins of Cities deftroy'd many Ages 
fince, and thofe we have diftinguifh'd in the IVfap by 
their Names. 

• Thefe Countries are bounded on the South by the 
Great Wall of China : The four principal Gates by 
which you enter Tartary are exadtly defcribed in the 
Map ; their Names arc Hi fong keou y Kou pe keou y 
Tchang kia keou, and Cba kou keou ; Keou y in Chinefe> 
fignifi6s the Straits of the Mountains : By a careful 
Obfervation pf thefe four Gates, you'll eafily find in 
the Map the Countries of the Mongou Princes divi- 
ded into forty-nine Ki> or Banners. 

I. Palling North from Hi fong keou you enter at- 
moft immediately into the Countries of Cartcbin, 

, Ohar.y 
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Oban, Naimann, and Cortcbin ; and to the Eaft of 
this laft lies the Country of Toumct. 

1. The Country of Cart chin is divided into two 
Diftri&s, or, as they phrafe it at Peking, into two 
Banners or Standards under two Princes : Thfe moil 
remarkable Point in the Map is Tcbaban Subarban Ho- 
tun ; Hotun, in the Mantcbeou Language, fignifies a 
City, and Subarban a Pyramid of feveral heights ; 
the Pyramid is ftill to be feen: Its Latitude is 41 
Degrees, 33 Minutes, and its Longitude 2 Degrees, 
45 Minutes Eaft. This Country extends to Hi fong 
keou, a Gate of the Great Wall in the Province of 
Pe tcbe It, Latitude 40 Degrees, 26 Minutes ; Lon^ 
gitude 1 Degree, 55 Minutes Eaft of the Mcredian 
of Peking. 
• 2. The Country of Cortcbin is divided into ten 

Standards, including the Countries of Tourbede and 
Tcbalei ; The principal Refidence of the Cortcbin Tar- 
tars is along the River Koueiler, Lat. 46 deg. 17 min. 
Longit; 4 deg. 20 min. Eaft. This Country extends 
to f the River Sira mouren, Latit. 43 deg. 37 min. 
Longit. 5. deg. o Eaft. The principal Point of Tour- 
bede is Haitaban pird ; Pira fignifies a River ; Latit. 
47 deg. 15 min. Longit; 6. deg. 30 min. Eaft. The 
Tcbalei Tartars inhabit near the River called in the 
Map Nonni aula ; Oula fignifies a River ; Latit. 46 
deg. 30 min. Longit. 7 deg. 45 min. Eaft. Thus 
Cortchin, from North to South, contains near 4 deg. 
for it extends fix Leagues on the North of the River 
Haitaban -, but it is not fo broad as long, being no 
more than 3 deg. 25 min. from Eaft to Weft. 

3. The Country of Naymann contains but one Ban- 
ner, and begins on the South fide the River Sira 
mouren, Latit. 43 deg. 37 min. Longit. 5 deg. o. 
Eaft. The principal North Point on the Map is 
Topirtala; Latit. 43 deg. 15 min. Longit. 4 deg. 
45 min. Eaft. 



4. The 
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4. The Country of Oban is chiefly inhabited along 
the River Ndrconi pira> into which fall fcveral other 
little Rivers, as Cbaca col^ o\ Tchahan col : The Vil- 
lage is alfo called Cbaca col cajan ; Cajan, in the 
MantcbeoU Language, fignifies a Village \ Latit. 42 
deg. 15 min. Longit. 4 deg. o. Eaft. The Ruins of 
a City called Orpan, or Kurban fubarban botun^ fitu- 
ate on the little River Noutchoucou* or Nutchaka, are 
on this fide the 41 deg. 15 min. Noutcboucou falls 
into the River Talin bo. 

5. The Country of Toumet^ which is divided be- 
tween two Princes of Banners, is principally inhabi- 
ted beyond the River called-in the Map Subbaran ; 
Latit. 41 deg. 20. min. Longit. 3 deg. 30. min. Eaft. 
Here alfo are to be feen the Ruins of a City called 
Modun botun\ Latit. 41 deg. 28 min, Longit. 3 deg. 
40 min. Eaft. This Country extends on the South to 
the Great Wall, on the Eaft to the Palifade or Mound 
of Stakes that confines Leao tong, and on the North to 
Kalka, or Hara paftcbam. 

II. If you pafs thro' the Gate Kou pe keou 9 you en- 
ter into thofe Lands which were formerly part: of Cor- 
tcbin and Onbiot y but are at prefent the Places where 
the Emperor takes the Diverfion of Hunting : Here 
are alfo feveral fine Houfes where he refides during 
the heat of Summer. A little farther North you 
find the Countries of Onbiot, KctcbiSlen^ Parin, 6bq- 
rot 9 OutcboutnoutcUn % Aroucortcbtn^ and Ababanar. 

1. The Country ofOnbiot is divided into two Stan- 
dards of Tartarian Princes on the River Inkin ; Latit. 
42 deg. 30 min. Longit. 2 deg. o. Eaft. 

2. The Country of Parin, divided into two Stan- 
dards, is principally inhabited along the River Hara 
mouren, which falls into the River Sira mouren \ Latit. 
41 deg. 36 min. Longit. 2 deg. 14 min. Eaft. 

3. The Country of Ketcbi£len> or KeftZIcn, is alfo 
divided into two Standards, and chiefly inhabited 
along the little River which runs from the South- weft 

Vox.. IV. O into 
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into Sira mouren •> LUtit. 43 dcg. o. o. Longit. 1 deg, 
10 min. Eaft. 

4. The Country of Outchoumoutcbin^ or Outfmou- 
fin^ contains only two Standards, which chiefly re-. 

ide along the Houlacor, or Houlgour pira ; Latit, 44 
deg. 45 min. Longit. 1 deg. io min. Eaft. 

5. The Country of Charot is divided into two Tar- 
tarian Standards; their chief Refidence is near the 
Fall of the River Loban pira into the Sira mouren ; 
Latit. 43 deg. 30 min. Longit. 4 deg. 20 min. Eaft. 

6. The Country of Aroucortcbin contains but one 
Banner along the River Arpucondoulen •, Latit. 45 deg. 
30 min. Longit. 3 deg. 50 min. Eaft. < 

7. The Country of Abahanar is divided into two 
Standards, and principally inhabited about the Lake 
called Taal nor \ jVbr, in the Mongou Language, fig- 
nifies a Lakt\ Latit. 43 deg. 30 min. Longit. o. zt 
min. Eaft. 

III. When you have pafsM the Gate Tchang kia 
keouy to the Weft of Km pe ktou 9 you enter certain 
Countries conquered by the Emperor, and which arc 
immediately dependent on him ; thefe Lands, as like- 
wife all thofe along the Great Wall from Kaupe kecu f 
to Hi fong keoky are occupy'd by the Emperor's 
Farmers, and thofe of the Princes, and other Tarta- 
rian Lords : Here are alio Mongou Tartars of diffe- 
rent Countries, who having been either taken Prifo- 
ners, or made a voluntary Submiflion, are divided in- 
to three Standards, and commanded by Officers cho- 
fen by the Emperor * wherefore they are not reckoned 
among the forty-nine JG, or Banners of the Mongous, 
whofe Chiefs are fo many Princes or little Sove- 
reigns. 

A little farther to the North of Tchang kia keou 
you find the Countries of the Mongou Princes of Hoa- 
tcbity Sonbiot, Ababai, and Touintcboufe. 

i. The Country of Hoatchit is divided into two 
Standards near the River Tcbikir> or Tcbirin pira 1 

Latit. 
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JLatit. 44 deg. 6 min. Longit. o. 45 min. 10 fee. 
Eaft. 

2. The Country of Sonhiot is divided into two Stan- 
dards ; their principal Habitation is near a Lake of 
which the Latitude is 44 deg. 29 min. 7. fee. Longfc. 
1 deg. 28 min. Weft. 

5. The Country of Ababai is divided into two Tar- 
tarian Banners that encamp round certain Lakes or 
Ponds of Water, the moft Southern of which is Hou- 
tchin ; Latit. 44 deg. Long. 1 deg. 31 min. Weft. 

4. The Country of Touintchoufe contains but one 
Banner of Tartars, near the Mountain Qrgon alin ; 
'Alin, in the Mantcheou Language, fignifies a Moun- 
tain \ Latit. 41 deg. 41 min. Longit. 4 deg. 2Q 
min. Weft. 

IV. By the Gate Cha hou keou you enter again in- 
to the Lands belonging to the Emperor ; the City, 
called in the Map, Houhou ho tun ^ is moft remarka- 
ble ; its Latitude is 40 deg. 49: min. and its Longi- 
tude 4 deg. 48 min. Weft. Here inhabit the Cou- 
fayng, or Chiefs of two Banners of the Tartars, cal- , 
led alfo Toumet : Thefe Tartars are partly defcended 
, from thofe who were taken Prifoners by the Man- 
, tcbeoux, when they made an Irruption- from Leao tong 
1 into the Territories of the Mongous ; and partly a 
; Mixture of Tartars from different Countries; their 

Chiefs are appointed by the Emperor. 
p When you arc paft the Territories of Houhou ho- 
tun you enter into the Countries of the Mongou 
Princes of Kalka targar, Maomingan, Out -at , and Or- 
tosy or Ortous. 

1. The Country of Kalka Targar is watered by the 
little River called Aipaha mouren ; it contains but one 
Banner, which principally inhabits in Latit. 41 deg. 
44. min. Longit. 5 deg. 55 min. Weft. 

2. The Country of Maomingan alfQ contains only 
l one Banner; Latit. 41 deg. 15 min. Longit. 6 deg. 

30 min. Weft. 
! P 2 3. The 
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3. The Country of Our at is divided into three 
Standards, and principally inhabited along the River 
Condolen, which, by Obfervation taken on the Place, 
has Latit. 49 deg. 55 min. Longit. 6 deg. 50 min. 
Weft. 

4. The Country of Ortos, or Ortous, lies South 
of the River Hoang ho which inclofes it on three fides, 
and is bounded by that part of the Great Wall that 
runs from the Point where this River enters into 
Tartary, to the Point where it re-enters China, and 
is divided among fix Princes or Standards of the 
Mongous : The principal Point of this Country has 
Latit. 39 deg. 30 min. Longit. 7 deg. 30. min. 

The Windings of the Hoang ho, by which it gra- 
dually advances towards the North, are defcribM ac- 
cording to the different Obfervations taken in purfuing 
its Courfe in that Place called in the Map Koure 
modo, which has Latit. 41 deg. 4 min. 43 fee. Thefc 
Countries arc uninhabited, and have nothing remark- 
able. 



Of the K alka Tartars. 



B 



E S I D E S thefc forty-nine Banners or Standards, 
commanded by as many Mongou Princes, there 
are alfo to the North and Northweft of Peking fe- 
veral other Tartarian Princes diftinguifhed from thefc 
Mongous by the common Name of Kalkas. 

They take this Name from the River Kafka, and 
are called at Peking, Kalka tafe^ and Kalka Mongou z 
From Eaft to Weft they extend twenty-two Degrees,, 
but from South to North no more than five and a half. 
The principal Places which they ufually inhabit arc 
as follows. 

Along the Kalka pira, Latit. on this fide the 48 th 
deg. Longit. 1, 2, 3, 4 deg. Eaft. 

Near 
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Near Pouir nor, Latit. 48 deg. Longit. 1 deg. 29 
min. ' 

Along the Kerlonpira, between the 48th and 47th 
of Latit. and the 4th, 5th, and 6th deg. of Longit. 
Weft. 

Along the Toula pira, beyond the 47th deg. of 
Latit. and the 9th and 10th deg. of Longit. Weft. 

Along the Hara pira, Latit 49 deg. 10 min. Longit. 
10 deg. 1 $ min. Weft. 

Along the Selingue pira, Latit. 49 deg. 27 min. 
Longit. 12 deg. 26 min. Weft. 

Along the Iben pira, Latit. 49 deg. 23 min. Longit. 
10 deg. 32 min. Weft. 

Along the Touy pira and Car oujir, Latit. 46 deg. 
29 min. 20 fee. Longit. 15 deg. 16 min. Weft. 

Along the Irou pira, Latit. 46 deg. Longit. 15 
deg. 35 min. Weft. 

Along the Pat arte pira, Latit. 46 deg. Longft. 
16 deg. 32 min. Weft. 

Along the Tegouric pira,- Latit. 45 deg. 23 min. 
45 fee. Longit. 19 deg. 30 min. Weft. 

The City of Hami, inhabited by Mahometans who 
poflefs this little Country, and acknowledge the Em- 
peror in the fame manner as the Kalka tafe their 
Neighbours. Latit. 42 deg. 53 min. Longit. 22 deg. 
23 min. 



Of the Coconor or Hohonor Tartars. 

r\ N the Weft lie the Tartars called Coconor ta fe, 
Coconor Mongous : This Name they take from a 
Lake called by the Mongous, Nor, and by the Man- 
tcbeoux, Onto: The principal Lords of thefe Tartars 
inhabit about a Lake which i9 one of the largeft in 
Tdrtary, and called by the Cbinefe Geographers Si 
bat, or the Wejtern Sea, being above twenty great 

O 3 Leagues 
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Leagues in length, and more than ten in breadth. It 
is fituated "between the Parallels, Lat. 37. and 36 
Deg. Long. 16 and 17 Deg. 

We have defcrib'd on the Map the Mountains, Ri- 
vers, and principal Places inhabited by thofe who 
have fubmitted to the Emperor •, the others extend 
more Weftward as you go towards La/a. 

All thefe Princes boaft themfelves to be of the lame 
Houfe with the chief Prince of the Elutb Tartars* 
who inhabits along the kiver Bin pira, and who is 
known at Peking by the Name of Tfe vang rapton or 
Rabdan •, wherefore Coconor is properly no other than 
the Name of a Country pofiefs'd by a Family of E- 
luth Princes fubdivided into feveral Branches. The 
Chiefs have been honour'd by the Emperor with the 
Titles of Tfing vang y Kun vang, Cong, and Peyle, 
that is to fay with thofe of Regulo, Prince, Duke, 
and Count, in the fame manner as the Mantcheou 
Princes at Peking. 



Remarks on the Language of the Mantcheou 
Tartars. 

CI N C E the prefent Tartarian Family have filled 
the Throne of China, the Mantcheou Language 
has been equally ufed at Court with the Cbinefe : Two 
Prefidents, one a Tartar and the other a Native, are 
at the Head of every chief Court of Juftiee, and 
all the publick A&s, as well thofe of the princi- 
pal Tribunals, /as fuch as are of the fupreme Coun- 
cil of the Emperor himfelf, are wrote in both Lan- 
guages. 

But notwithftanding this Language is much eafier 
to attain than the Cbinefe, yet ftill the latter prevails 
thro* the whole Empire, and the former was in dan- 
ger 
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gcr of being utterly loft, had not the Tartars* who * 
prefer it infinitely to the other, employ'd their utmoft 
Precautions to preferve it : They perceiv'd it infen- 
fibly decline, and that thro* an Oblivion of Terms, 
rather than any mixture of Chinefe Words, the two 
Languages being incapable of ever admitting an Al- 
liance. . The old Tartars by degrees drop'd off, and 
their Children found it lefs difficult to learn the Lan- n 
guage of the conquered than that of their Fathers, 
their Mothers being chiefly Chinefe* as well • as their 
Domefticks. 

To obviate this Inconvenience under the firft Em- 
peror Chun tcbi* who reign'd feventeen Years, they 
began to tranflate the Chinefe Clafficks, and alfo to 
compile Di&ionaries of their Words difpos'd into al- 
phabetical Order ; but as the Explanations and Cha- 
racters' were Chinefe* and as that Language was inca- 
pable of rendring either the true Sounds or Mean- 
ing, the Labour proved abortive. This occafion'd the 
Emperor Cang hi* at the beginning of his Reign, to 
ereft a Tribunal at Peking of the moft skilful in both 
Languages, fome of whom he employ'd in the Ver- 
fion of thofe Hiftorics and Clafficks which had beca 
left unfinifh'd, others in tranflating Pieces of Orato- 
ry, but the greateft number in compiling a Tbefau- 
rus of the Tartarian Language. 

This Task was executed with extraordinary Dili- 
gence, for whenever any doubt arofe they apply'd 
themlelves to the Elders of the eight Tartarian Ban- 
ners ; and, if a farther Recourfe feem'd neceflary, to 
thofc»who were laft arriv'd from the remote Parts of 
their Country, at the fame time propofing a Reward 
to every one who fliould difcover any old Words or 
Phrafes proper to be placed in their Thefaurus. A,t 
length, when they had compleated their Work fo far 
that nothing feem'd wanting but what might very 
well be contain'd in a Supplement, they divided it 
into Clafles. The firft fpeaks of Heaven ; the fe- 

O + • cond 
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\ cond of Time ; the third of the World ; the fourth 
of the Emperor, the Government of the Mandarins, 
their Ceremonies, Cuftoms, Mufick and Books, alfo 
i of War, Hunting, Man, Countries, Silks, Linens, 
Habits, Inftruments of Labour, Handicrafts, Navi- 
gation, Eating and Drinking, the different forts of 
Grain, Vegetables, Birds, Beafts wild and domeftick, 
Fifhes, Poetry, &c. 

Every one of thefe Clafles is divided into Chap- 
ters and Articles, the principal Words arc wrote in 
Capitals, and under every one is fuJ)join*d in a fmal- 
ler Letter its Definition, Explanation, and particular 
ufe -, the Explanations are in a neat eafy Stile, and 
can't be too much imitated by thofc who would write 
with Elegance and Propriety. But as this Book is 
in the Tartarian Language and Character, it is of no 
manner of ufe to Beginners, and can only be of fer- 
vicc to them who already know the Language, and 
are defirous either to perfeft themfelves, or compofc 
in it ; for the chief end of the Compilers was to make 
a kind of Store-houfe of their Language, fo that it 
fhoqld not poflibly perifh as long as the Dictionary 
endur^, for which reafon they have left to their Po- 
fterity the Care of making Additions whenever they 
fhall difcoyer any thing new that as yet wants a 
Name, 

It is remarkable in this Language, compared with 
thofe of Europe^ that as often as the Subftantives 
which are govern'd of the Verb differ the tartars 
employ & different Verb, and that with fo much cir- 
cumfpeftion, that tho* a flip of this kind is pardon- 
able in common Convcrfation, yet in Compofition it 
is look'd upon as incxcufable, and even in their or- 
dinary Writings. 

The Repetition of the fame Word, within the com- 
pafs of two Lines, they think equally infupportable, 
for it occafions an Identity of Sound which is offenfive 
to them, and therefore, when they hear us read in 

any 
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any of our Books, they* laugh at the frequent Returns 
of our Pronouns and Expletives, which difguft them 
extremely : To tell them it is the Genius of your 
Language is to no purpofe, for you can never recon- 
cile them to it, nor indeed have they any want of 
them in theirs, fince the bare ranging their Words ai;- 
fwers the lame end, and that without either Obfcu- 
rity or Equivocation. 

Another Angularity in their Language is its great 
number of abftra A Terms ; for as to Periphrafes and 
Circumlocutions, which only fufpend and flatten a Dif- 
courft, they have no occafion for them, but by a 
fingle Word can denote what could not otherwife be 
exprefs'd without a great many ; and this particularly 
appears when they^ fpeak of Animals, whether wild 
or domeftick, the Inhabitants of Air or Water ; which 
to defcribe exadtly in our Language, what Circumlo- 
cution muft one ufe thro* a wapt of Terms fignificant 
of one's Meaning? 

But it is quite otherwife with the Tartars : To ex- 
plain which one Inftance will be fufficient \ it is that 
of a Dog, which of all their domefticfe Animals fup- 
plies the feweft Terms to their Language tho* many 
jnore than to ours ; for befides the common Names 
of great and little Dog, Maftif, Greyhound, Spa- 
niel, fcfr. they have alfo others to diftinguifh th6ir 
particular Ages, Colours, and good or bad Qualities; 
For Example, 

Would they exprtfs that a Dog has long Hair, 
long Ears, and a long Tail, they only fay, Taiba •, 
but if he has a long thick Noie, a Tail the fame, 
with large Ears and Lips, it is all comprehended in 
the Word Yolo •, if the Dog accompany with an or- 
dinary Bitch, that has none of thefc Qualities, the 
Whelp is nam'd Peferi ; and every Dog and Bitch 
that has two Curls on the Forehead, whether white or 
yellow? is call'd Tourbe; if he is rnarkM like ^ Leo-> 

pan* 
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pard his Name is Court, but Palta if his Nofe is 
only fpottedj and the reft of 'his Body of an uniform 
colour ; if he has a white Neck it is fcbacou, but 
if the Hair fall back on the top of his Head, Kalia 5 
if he has one of his Eyes half white and half blue 
he is call'd Tcbikeri ; and if he is fmall of fize, with 
fliort Legs, a thick Body, and long Neck, Capari. 
The common Name of a Dog is Indagon^ and that 
of a Bitch Kieguen ; their Whelps, till they are {even 
Months old, are call'd Niaba, and from thence till 
the eleventh Months>Nou$uere * 9 after which,at the Age 
of fixtcen Month, they take the common Name of 
Indagon : It is the fame with their good and bad Qua- 
lities, one Word is expreffive of two or three. 

TVinftance in other Animals would be endlefi : 
The Horfe, for Example, is a Creature which they 
delight in for his utility, wherefore they have multi- 
ply'd Names in his favour, and he has at leaft twenty ^ 
times more than the Dog; for they have not only 

J>roper Names for his different Colour, Age and Qua- 
ky, but alfo for his different Movements, as if he 
is reftlefs who*, tied* if he breaks loofe and runs at 
large, if he makes for Company, if he is frighted 
at the fall of his Rider, or at the fudden encounter 
of a wild Beaft, or if he is mounted, for his different 
Paces, and the various Motions he gives the Rider. 
For all thefe, and many other Particulars^ the Tartars 
have fet Words exprefsly adapted to the purpofe. 

Whether this Variety ought to be look'd upon as 
a Beauty or a Fault, is no eafy matter to determine % 
but this is certain, that tho' it extremely burthens the 
Memory of the Learner, and efpccially one of an ad- 
vanced age, yet in Converfation it redounds very 
much to his Honour, and in Compofition is abfo* 
lutely neceflary. 

But whence they coulcl derive fuch an aftonifhing 
multitude of Terms is furprifing! fince it is evident 

they 
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they are no way indebted to their Neighbours ; on 
the Weft are the Mongous Tartars, but the two Lan- 
guages have nothing in common, except about fevzn 
or eight Words, and even as to thofe it is uncertain 
to which they originally belonged : To the Eaft lie 
feveral fmall Nations of Savages, but their Language 
they can no more underftand than they can that of 
their Northern Neighbours ; and on the South they 
have the Coreans^ whofe Language and Chara&era 
being" Cbinefc have no manner of refemblance to 
thofe of the Tartars. 

Tho* they have but one fort of Chara&crs, yet 
they have four feveral manners of Writing : The firft 
• is when they write with relpeft, or in Chara&ers like 
thofe engrav'd on Wood or Stone, which is extreme 
tedious ; a Writer feldom difpatches above twenty or 
five and twenty Lines in a Day, and efpecially when 
they are defign'd for the view of the Emperor •, for if 
a Stroke of the Pencil is drawn with too heavy a 
Hand, or appears inelegant thro' any defedt of the 
Pajper, or if the Words are too much crouded or 
uneven, in all thefe Cafes and many more of the 
like nature they muft begin again: No References 
nor marginal Additions are allow'd, for that would 
be failing iii refped: to their Prince -, and therefore 
thofe, who have the care of overlooking the Sheet, 
refufe to receive it whenever they remark any one of 
thefe Faults : Neither are they permitted to begin a 
Line with half a Word, but muft ufe fuch Precau- 
tions, and meafure their Space fo exa<5Uy, that no 
fuch Inconvenience may poffibly happen. 

Their fecond Faftiion of Writing is very beauti- 
ful, and little different fittai the firft, but attended 
with lefs Trouble ; for in this it is not neceffary to 
double the Strokes of every final Letter, nor to re- 
touch what is already written, tho* here and there a 
Stroke Ihould be more clumfy or more flender than 
another* 

Their 
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Their third manner of Writing is ftill more diffe- 
rent from the fecond than that is from the firft, 
and this is their Running-hand, which is extreme 
fwift, and foon crouds the Page on both fides; for as 
their Pencils retain the Ink, much better than our Pens* 
they are fubjeft to fewer Interruptions ; and therefore, 
when you di&ate to one of their Writers, you fhall 
fee his Pencil run with the utmoft rapidity, and with- 
out Hopping a Moment : The ufe of this Charafter 
is chiefly for their Records, Procefles, and other com- 
mon Affairs : Thefe three manners of writing are e- 
qually legible, but lefs beautiful one than another. 

Their fourth manner is the groffeft of all, tho* at 
the fame time the fliorteft and moil convenient, either • 
for Compofition, or minuting down any thing, or 
extra&ing from Books ; for the better apprehending 
whidh you muft underftand that in the Tartarian 
way of writing they have always a Maftcr-Stroke, 
which falls perpendicular from the top of the Word 
to the bottom : To the left of this Stroke they add 
others like the Teeth of a Saw, and thefe are the 
four Vowels, a , <?, i, o, which they diftinguifh one 
from another by Points plac'd to the right Hand of 
the Perpendicular : If a Point is oppofite to one of 
thefe Teeth it is the Vowel <?, but if omitted the 
Vowel a : When a Point is plac'd on the left Hand 
the Word, near the Tooth,, it (lands for », andfhould 
be read ne ; but if there is an oppofite Point to the 
right, na. Moreover, if to the right of the Word an 
o is plac'd inftead of a Point, it denotes that the Vowel 
is afpirate, and fhould be read ba, be y as in the Sj>a~ 
nijh Tongue. 

Thus a Perfon who would exprefs himfelf politely 
in the Tartarian Language,- if he can't dire&ly hit 
upon* a Word that plcafes him, may notwithftanding 
commit his Thoughts to Paper, and that almoft with- 
out writing it all : For this purpofe he forms the 
head of his Character, and draws his Perpendicu- 
lar \ 
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lar ; if he places one or two Points it is a great deal ; 
thus he goes on till he has expreffed his Thought j 
if another Thought immediately follows he takes no 
time to overlook N what is already wrote, but conti- 
nues his Lines till he comes to a difficult Tranfition, 
upon which he flops fhort, reads over his Perpendi- 
cular, and adds his Points in thofe places where 
none but himfelf could divine what he had writ. 

If upoq reading it over he finds an Omiflion of 
any Word he writes it in the Margin, and marks 
the place where it ought to come in ; but if a Word 
is redundant.or ill placed, inftead of blotting jt, he 
draws an Oval round it, after which if any one re- 
marks to him, or his own Judgment informs him, that 
it is a good Word, he adds two 00 to the fide of it, 
to fignify to the Reader th^t it ought to ftand. 

Neverthelefs this fourth way of writing is legible 
•enough, when a Perfon ,is acquainted with the fubjeft 
Matter, and has acquir'd any habit in the Language : 
The Perfon who holds the Pencil, whether in writing 
his own Thoughts, or what another didbtes, minds 
nothing but Truth and Exa&nefs ; the Polifhing and 
Finilhing the Piece come after. 

Mean time, if Company are talking round him, it 
is no Difturbance, nay fo well are they train'd to this 
Application ; that he does not fo much as hear them, 
but writes on in tranquillity, weighs his Words, feeks 
for new Turns, and examines with the moft fcrupu- 
lous nicety the Elegance, Order, and Concifenefs 
of his Difcourfc •, for in this, as in other Languages, 
there is nothing but what is capable of being exprefs'd 
in a clear, eafy, and polite Stile. They commonly 
write with a Pencil, yet fome of the Tartars ufc a 
kind of Pen made of Bamboo, and almoft fhaped 
like thofe in Europe ; but, as the Chinefe Paper is un- 
alum'd and very thin, the Pencil is the moft com* 
modious, and therefore when they would ule a Pen 
either for writing, or drawing Flowers, Trees, or 

Moun- 
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Mountains after the Chimfe manner, they are firft 
oblig'd to pafs fome Alum-water over the Paper to 
hinder the Ink from penetrating thro* it. 

Their .Characters are of fuch a nature that they are 
equally legible cither backwards or forwards : To ex- 
plain my felf if a Tartar prefents you an open Book, 
and you read in it leifurely, smother Pprfon, who only 
fees the Letters the wrong end upwards, fhall read 
fafter than you, and overtake you when you hefitate: 
* W herefore it is irripoffible to write any thing in the 

Tartarian Language, brut thofe in the feme Room, 
who are any way within view of the Writing, may- 
overlook you, and efpecially if your Characters are 
large. . 

Notwithftanding all this there is not a Tartar but 
-* prefers his natiye Language to all others, and thinks 

it the moft beautiful and copious in the World : It 
is the general Foible of Mankind, every one has a 
good Opinion of hirnfeJf, his Country, and Language, 
and in the perfuafion that no other Nation poflefles 
the fame Advantages, brands them all alike with the 
Name of Barbarous. Father Parrenin> to whom I 
am obliged for thefe Remarks on the Tartarian Lan- 
guage, had no little trouble to weed this Prejudice 
out of the Mind of the Emperor's eldeft Son. 

This Prince, who was then about five and thirty 
Years of Age, imagined that it was impoflible to 
render even the Words of his native Language, much 
left the Majefty ,of his Stile, into any of our barba- 
rous Tongues, (for fuch, thro* want of knowing them, 
he call'd all European Languages) therefore, being de- 
firous to make a trial for his fatisfaftion, he order'd 
me, fays Father Parrenin, to wait on him one Day 
in his Tent. I muft write to Father Suarez y faidlie, 
to recommend an important Affair to him, but as he 
don't underftand the Tartarian Language Pll diftate 
what I have to fay, and you fhall translate it forme 
into Latin, which,, as you have often told me, is a 

Lan- 
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Language common to all the learrfd in Europe. 
There's nothing more eafy, reply'd I taking up the 
* Pen, for there was Paper laid ready upon the Table, 
when immediately he begun with a long Period, but 
left it unfinifh'd, and bid me tranflatc : I defir'd him 
to diftate the whole of what he would have me write, 
and that then I would turn it into Latin, which he 
did widi a Smile, imagining I only fought to elude 
the Difficulty. 

The Tranflation was foon done ; I then ask 5 d him 
what Superfcription he pleas'd to have me put on the 
Letter? Write, faid he, the Words of the eldeft Son 
of the Emperor to Sou lin, (the Chinefe Name of Fa- 
ther Suarez) accordingly I direftcd the Letter, and pre- 
facing it to him afte&ed not to look upon it again. 

But how (hall I be certain, faid he, what you have 
writ ? Is it my Thought or your own ? Have you 
forgot nothing? Is there neither Change nor Addition, 
or rather is not it a rude Tranfcript from your Me- 
mory? For I obferv'd that you eraz'd nothing in 
writing, nor tranfcrib'd as is ufual with us. In fo 
fhort a Letter," anfwerM I, there's no occafion for 
that trouble, the firft hand is fufficient when one knows 
the Language. Very well, faid he, you would con- 
vince me that you understand Latin, and for my part 
I would be aflur'd that your Tranflation is faithful, 
therefore repeat to me in the Chinefe Language what 
I didlated to you in the Tartarian^ and what you tell 
me you have wrote in Latin ; accordingly I repeated 
it, and he appcar'd furprifed. That's not amifs, ad- 
ded he, and if the Anfwer I receive be agreeable to it 
1 Ihall alter my Opinion-, but the Father muft an- 
fwer me in Chintfe^ for if he writes in any European 
Language you may deceive me with an Anfwer of 
your own: I aflur'd him he fhould x be obey'd, and 
that the Anfwer would be comformable to his Let- 
ter. I own to you, reply'd the Prince, that I fent 
for you more out of a defire tp try your Skill, than 

any 
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any neeeffity I had to write to Peking •, for when t 
confider your European Books I find the Bindings 
very neat, and thp Figures well engrav'd, but the 
Letters difpleafe me; they are fmall, few in number, 
and ill-diftinguifh'd one from another, and form a 
fort of Chain with the Links a little bowed, or rather 
they refemble thofe Traces which the Flies leave up- 
on a varnifh'd Table cover'd with Duft : How is it 
poffible that with fuch as thefe you can cxprefs Co ma- 
ny Thoughts and Adlions, fuch variety of Things paft 
and prefent ? On the contrary our Letters, and even 
thofe of the Cbinefe, are beautiful and wcll-diftin- 
guifh'd, their number affords Choice, and their Ap- 
pearance is graceful and delights the Eye : t In fhort 
our Language is ftrong and majeftick, and has an a- 
greeable Effeft upon the Ear ; whereas when you are 
talking together I hear nothing but a perpetual gab- 
bling, not much unlike the jargon of the Province of 
Fo kien. 

This Prince is not difpleas'd that one fhould con- 
tradict him, a rare Quality in Perfons of his Rank! 
wherefore I laid hold on the opportunity to defend 
our European Languages. I begun however, according 
to the Cuftom of the Country, with acknowledging 
that he had Reafon ; it is a Compliment in the Tafte 
of the Eaftcrn Princes, they relifh it with pleafure, 
and it difpofes them to a favourable hearing of thofe 
Reafons by which you infenfibly convince them that 
they are in the wrong : Noi; is this Management Ids 
pra&ifed in the Weftern Court, for in truth difputing 
with Princes is but an unwelcome Office any where. 

I therefore agreed with the Prince that the "Tarta- 
rian Language was foil of Majefty, proper to defcribe 
Heroic Adtions, as likewife for Panegyricks, fcrious 
Compofures and Hiftory ; that it alfo wanted no Term* 
to exprefs whatever was known to their Anceftors, but 
that he fhould guard againft too great a Prejudice in 
its favour. You prefer your Language* laid I, to 
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that of the Chinefe, and I believe very juftly ; neverthe- 
lcfs thofe of the Chinefe, who underitand them both, 
are of a different Opinion, and in truth it can't be 
deny'd but there are Defefts in the Tartarian Lan^ 
guage, ^ . 

He was fiirprifed at this Affertion from a Stran- 
ger •, but without giving him time to interrupt me, I 
began a little Detail of the Defefts I had remarked. 
You allow, faid I, that the Chinefe, with fo many 
thoufand Chara&ers, can neither exprefs the Sounds 
nor the Words of your Language without disfigur- 
ing them, infomuch that a Tartarian Word is hard- 
ly intelligible when wrote in Chinefc ; and hence you 
conclude that your Letters are preferable to theirs, 
tho* fewer in number, becaufe you can readily ex- 
prefs the Chinefe Words, but for the fame reafon you 
muft allow the European Letters, tho* lefs numerous, 
the Preference to yours ; for by them we can not only 
exprefs the Tartarian and Chinefe Words, but alio 
many others which you know not how to write. 

Your Argument, drawn from the Beauty of your 
Characters, proves little or nothing ; thofe who in- 
vented the European never intended them as Pictures 
to pleafe the Eye, their only aim was to compofe a 
fet of Figures which fhould reprefent their Thoughts, 
and exprefs all the Sounds the Mouth is capable of 

- forming, and indeed this was the defign of all Na- 
tions in the Invention of Writing ; wherefore the 
more finale thcfe Figures are, and the fewer in num- 
ber, provided they are fufficient for the purpbfe, the 

' more admirable they are, and the eafier to be learn'd ; 
multiplicity in this Point is a Fault ; and hence it h 
that the Chinefe Language is inferior to yours, as 
yours is to thofe of Europe. 

I deny, faid the Prince, that the Tartarian Cha- 

* rafters are incapable of expreffing the Words of other 

Languages •, don't we write that of the Mongous, the 

Corean, Chinefe^ and Thibet Languages ? But that is 
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not fufficient, anfwer'd I, you lhould alfo write ours ; 
pleafe to try now if you can write thefe Words, 
prendre^ platine, griffon^ friand ; he could not, for the 
Tartarian Language won't admit one Confonant to 
follow another ; he was obliged to feparate them by a 
Vowel, and write perendre^ pelatine^ gerifon y feriand. 
I alfo remark'd to him that the Tartarian Alpha- 
bet, tho* in feveral things like ours, yet was not with- 
out its Defeats : You want, laid I, the two initial 
Letters b and J, with which you can begip no Word, 
but are forc'd to fubftitute p and / 5 for Example, in- 
ftead of writing Bejlia^ Deus 9 you write Peftia, Teus, 
whence there are an infinite number of European Sounds 
which you can!t write, tho* you can pronounce them 
very well ; and therefore I conclude that our Alpha- 
bet has the Advantage of yours. Befides, added I, 
you pronounce and write the Vowel e always open, 
you never pronounce it mute, but at the end of lome 
Words which have n for their final Letters, nor even 
then have you any Mark to know it by. The Chi- 
nefe Language, I am fenfible, has the- fame Defedts, 
and as you have the Letter r, which they have not, 
your Language is certainly preferable to theirs, as 
being more capaGle of expreffing foreign Names. 

The Prince feem'd not to relifh this Difcourfe, yet 
bid me continue my Remarks, when from the Al- 
phabet I pafs'd to the Tartarian Language in gene- 
ral. I obfervM that it was improper for a fhort and 
concife Stile, that feveral of its words wereitoo long, 
and which I believ'd one reafon why it was untrace- 
able in Poetry \ for that I had never feeri any Verfes 
made by the Tartarian Doftors, nor even any Trans- 
lations from the Chinefe Poetry, except in Profe. 
Without doubt, added I, it is becaufe the Rhime and 
Meafure, fo eafy to the Chinefe •, are not practicable in 
your Language : You your felf often compofe Chinefe 
. Verfes, which you write upon Fans, or give to your 

Friends, 
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Friends ; may I prefume to ask whether you ever 
made any in the Tartarian Language? 

I never try'd, faid he, nor do I know whether 
we have any particular Rules for that purpofc ; but 
who inform'd you there were either Poets or Verfes 
in the World ? You muft acknowledge you only heard 
of them in China. 

That is fo far from Truth, replied I, that I was 
prepoflefled it was impoflible to compofc Verfes in 
a Language that confifts of nothing but Monofyl- 
Jables : I was deceiv'd then, as you are now ; to con- 
vince you of which I fhall repeat Verfes out of two 
Languages, for tho* you can't underftand the Senfc, 
yet the Rhime and Cadence are what you'll eafily 
obferye. . ' • 

This Proof over, I added that there were few 
Tranfitions in the Tartarian Language, and thole 
extreme difficult to hit : That the moft ingenious 
could not avoid this Rock, but were often forcM to 
fit with their Pencils fufpended, and as often to blot 
what they had writ •, and when you ask them the 
Reafon their only Anfwer is, It muft not be fo, that 
founds harfh, it muft have another Connexion. The 
Prince could not deny but his Language was liable 
to this Inconvenience, but obferv'd that it never hap- 
penM in Converfation. 

It would be ftrange indeed, reply'd I, for a Perfon 
relating any Fad or Story to ftop with his Mouth opea 
after three or four Periods, without being able to 
continue his Difcourfc : You would undoubtedly think 
him feiz'd with an Apoplexy ; but neverthelefs you 
obferve that thofc who are not Matters in the Lan- 
guage like your felf, commonly draw out their Fi- 
nals, and add the Word Tala y which has no figni- 
fication. If they repeat this ufelefs Word but twice 
or ihrice in a Converfation, they think they do Won- 
ders : I have alfo taken notice that" it is equally 
us\l by thofc who came laft from Tartar^ which is 
• P 2 an 
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an evident Proof that your Tranfitions are but few in 
number -, and fince the Emperor your Father declared 
againft it, the Authors have been very much put to 
it for Connections. 

The Prince anfwer'd me with a Smile, that it was 
no equal Match between us, becaufe I was in his 
Country, and he had never been in mine : Was I to 
make a Voyage there, added he agreeably, I fhould 
return burthen'd with the Defefts of your Language, 
and have wherewith to confound you. 

Not fo burthen'd as you imagine, reply'd I, the 
Language there is taken care of, it is not left to the 
Caprice of the Publick ; as we have Academies for the 
Sciences and polite Arts, fo we have one eftablifh'd 
to reform and perfedt the Language. Hold there, 
cry'd the Prince, if you have Reformers for your 
Language it muft have its Faults, and thole not a 
few. I explainM my felf amifs, reply'd I, it is not fo 
mucheftablilh'd to reform the Language, as to confine 
it within its proper Bounds ; for in that it refembles 
your great Rivers, tho* they flow in an even Maje- 
fty, yet you appoint Officers to watch left they fhould 
exceed their Bounds, or fwell too high by the Mixv 
ture of foreign Waters, and by that means become 
lefs pure and ufeful. 

But has your Language, purfu'd the Prince, bor- 
row'd nothing from others ? Have you no Terms nor 
Expreflions from your Neighbours ? Or has it pre- 
ferv'd its original Purity ? To this I anfwer'd, that 
at firft the different Kingdoms of Europe being go- 
vern'd by one Prince, their mutual Commerce had oc- 
cafion'd feveral Words to be receiv'd in common, and 
particularly in the Arts and Sciences, according to 
the Language of the Nations that firft invented them. 

Thefe laft Words were a Subjeft of Triumph to the 
Regulo, who immediately cry'd out he had got the 
Advantage j we have borrow'd, faid he, but very- 
few Words from the Mongws h and ftill fewer from 

the 
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the Chintfe, and even thofe we- have taken we have 
naturaliz'd by giving them a Tartar Termination : 
But you are rich in nothing but the Spoils of your 
Neighbours ; you have great reafon indeed to cavil 
at the Tartar Language about trifles ! 

I will not enlarge, adds Father Parrennin, on the 
Method I took to make this Prince apprehend the y 
difference between living and dead Languages, for h$ 
had never heard talk of the laft : It is fufficient to 
tell you our Difpute laftcd till he had receiv'd Fa- 
ther Suarez's Anfwer, with which he was very well 
fatisfied, and from that time begun to have a better O- 
pinion of the European Languages, that is to fay he 
rank'd them immediately next his own : Notwith- 
ftanding he was inclin'd to give the CHnefe the fe- 
cond place ; but I protefted ftrongly againft that in- 
juftice, alledging the multitude of equivocal Words 
in that Language. Well, I give it up, faid he, laugh- 
ing, the Cbinefe who don't love to be contradicted in 
this particular are very able to defend themfelves. 

Thus ended the Converfation which Father Parren- 
nin had with the Emperor's eldeft Son concerning 
the Tartarian Language, and this, together with what 
I have already faid, will I believe be fufficient to 
fhew the Genius of that Language. 
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Travels of Father Gerbillon^ 

A Jefuit and French Mijftonary in 
China, into Tartary. 

*fhe Firji Travel in the Tear 1688. 

! H E Mofcovites, being by little and little 
advane'd to the very Frontiers of China, 
built a Fort upon the Great River, which 
the Tartars call Saghalien oula, and the 
" Cbintfe, Talong cbiang : The Mofcovites call 
this Fort Alb^fin^ and the Tartars and Chtnefe y Tacfa> 
from a Rivulet of that Name which at this Place 
empties itfelf into the Great River. 

The Emperor of China fent fome Troops who took 
and raz'd the Fort : The Year after the Mofcovites re- 
built it •, but they were befieg'd a fecond time, and 
confidering that this War might be attended with 
Confequcnces prejudicial to them, they defied the Em* 
peror of China to end it amicably, and to appoint a 
Place for holding the Conferences for a Peace. 

That Prince received with pleafure'the Propofals 
which they made him, and promisM to fend one of his 
Subjedts to the River Selengue to treat, with them, It 
was in the beginning of the Year 1688 that he in- 
trufted this Negotiation to two of the Great Lords of 
his Court : The firft was Prince So/an Captain of the 
Life-Guard, and Minifter of State j the fecond Tong 
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la oye 9 Commander of an Imperial Squadron, and 
Uncle by the Mother's fide to the Emperor : He or- 
dered -that they fhould be attended by many Manda- 
rins of different Orders : At the fame time he did us 
of the Million the Honour to name Father Thomas 
Pereyra, a Portugutfe Jefuit, and me to go the Jour- 
ney, that if the Mofcovites in the Conferences fhould 
ufe the Latin, or any other European Language, we 
might be the Interpreters. 

As the Emperor intended to make the principal 
Mandarins fome Prefent before their Departure, their 
Names were prefented to him the 5th of May : Ob- 
ferving that our Names were not in the Lift, he faid 
to his Officers, that they had forgot the Names of 
the Fathers, whom he would have treated as Manda- 
rins of the fecond and third Degree : He order'd us 
at the fame time feveral Pieces of Silk, and a little af- 
ter made us fome further Prefents, and appointed us 
to go in the Retinue of his Uncle Tong la oye to eat 
at his Table, and to be plac'd near him at the Con- 
ferences. The two Plenipotentiaries had their Audi- 
ence of Leave of the Emperor the 29th of May 168 8, 
and fet out the next Morning. 

The 29th we went to the Palace to take Leave of 
the Emperor ; the two Ambafladors, and the princi- 
pal Mandarins, who were to go with them, had Au- 
dience of his Majefty : He kept with him for fome 
time in private *Kiou kieou, So fan, and Ma la oye-, at 
laft he retir'd into the Palace, and a little time after 
fent each of them an Horfe, and a Sword with a 
yellow Ribbon. I faw a Bow given to each of the 
Ambafladors, and a Bow and a fourth Horfe for ano- 
ther Mandarin, viz. for Pa la oye, Prefident of the 
Tribunal, which hath the Inlpeftion over Strangers 
that come into China by Land : He is one of the four 
principal Envoys who was to march before : He fent 
befides two long Veils of the richeft Brocades of China^ 

<F— — — *mmm ^A— — n — — ■— ^— — — ■ ■ — — 1 h i 

* Kiou kieou Jignifies the Uncle by the Mothers fide. 
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cmbroider'd with Dragons of Gold, and Gold But- 
tons ; thefe were for So fan la oye, and Kiou hou. 

Father Pereyra and I did not fee the Emperor, be- 
caufe he had not given Orders for our being calPd ; 
we only fpoke tt> Tcbao la oye after the Empci^&r 
was retired, and told him that we came to take our 
Leaves of his Majefty, and to receive his final Com- 
mands ; which he went immediately to acquaint the 
Emperor with, who bid him tells us, That he wifh'd 
us a good Journey, that he wou'd have us take care 
of our Health, and not fatigue ourfelves too much, 
adding that hi* Majefty wou'd make us fome further 
Prefent : And indeed the fame Tcbao came to us after 
Dinner, and brought each of us a long Veft of the 
mpft beautiful Cbinefe Brocade, with Dragons, but not 
embroidered. None but the Emperor and the Princes 
of the Blood may wear this fort of Stuff, unlefs his- 
Majefty makes a Prefent of fome of it, and fuch Pre- 
fent is look'd upon as an extraordinary Favour : He 
gave us alfo a fhort Veft of Sables, lin'd with fine 
Sattin -, both thefe Vefts had Gold Buttons to them, 
and were the fame Drefs his Majefty wore. 

On the 30th, at five in the Morning, we fet for* 
ward, and came to the Houfe of So fan la oye+ 
whom we found coming out of doors, accompanied 
by a great number of Mandarins, and his Relations 
and Friends, who came to, conduct him with his 
whole Retinue, which was 'very numerous : There 
was carried before him a large Banner of yellow Dar 
mask, or Brocade, upon which were the Dragons of 
the Empire painted in Gold, with other Ornaments : 
There were alfo many other fmall Banners of' the 
fame fort, and a great number of Gentlemen all drefs'd 
in Silk. Near the Gate of the City, thro* which we 
were to pafs, and which is call'd Te tchin muen* we 
met Kiou kieou, who was in like manner accompanied 
by many Mandarins, and his Relations and Friends, 
with a Retinue of Gentlemen and Standards, like to 
thofe'of So fan la oye. Juft 
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Juft without the Gate we found all the Horfe, who 
made a Lane on both fides, under their proper Ban- 
ners: There were a thoufand Horfe, and fixty or 
leventy Mandarins, with eight fmall Pieces of Brafs 
Cannon, each carried upon one Horfe, and its Stocks 
upon another ; the two Ambafladors alfo drew up 
their Horfe in that Place i all the Servants of the Re- 
tinue were poftcd behind, out of the great Road, 
which was left clear to give room for the Emperor's 
cldeft Son, who came a little after, and pafs'd be- 
tween the two Ranks of Horfe : He was mounted 
upon a little white Horfe, with a Saddle of yellow 
Cloth, the Reins of the Bridle being of yellow Silk- 
twift •, he was attended by no more than feven or 
eight Mandarins, who are of the Officers of the King's 
Guard, and difcharge the Duty of the Body-Guard, 
who alfo are all Mandarins of Diftindtion. 

A Mandarin went before the Prince, \yho was a ' 
young Man, very well made, and of a proper height ; 
he was drefs'd very plain in a long Veil of Purple 
Silk, and under it a lhortcr one of Black ;' he wore 
about his Neck a fort of String of Beads very long, 
and made very much like ours ; that which the Prince 
wore had, at every ten, large Coral Beads.; from the 
place where we hang the Crofs there were four Strings, 
one at each end, and at each of the two fides ; to thefe 
hung fmall Beads either of Pearl or Cryftal, &c* 
The main Body of the Prince's Retinue did not go 
along the great Road, but on one fide, behind the 
Horfe, which- were drawn up in a Line with defign 
to avoid increafing the Duft. 

. The Prince having gone near a League from Pe- 
king ftop'd under a Tent, which was pitch'd there 
for him, but which had nothing in it magnificent ; 
he fat upon a Cufhion of plain Silk laid upon a 
woollen Carpet, the Mandarins of bis Retinue {land- 
ing behind him. When the Mandarins of the Am- 
baffy, and the Commanders of the Squadrons were 
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come up, we all drew near his Tent, and placed our 
felves in a row on both fides of it : Kiou kieou was 
placed on ,the Princes left hand, which is the moft 
honourable Poft, and immediately next him Ma la 
oye, So fan putting himfelf on his Right : All fat 
down at the fame time, each upon his Cufhion, which 
every one laid for himfelf upon the woollen Carpets 
prepared for that purpofe : They placed themfelves at 
the Entrance of the Prince's Tent, which was open on 
all fides, and all the Mandarins of the Ambaffy, to 
the number of fixty or feventy, were alfo rangM in 
two rows on each fide, and a little behind the Am- 
baffadors : Father Pereyra and I were placed in the 
firft row on the fame fide with Kiou kicou y below fix 
or feven of the chiefeft Mandarins. The Gentlemen 
that had no publick Poft or Charadter, and who were 
about a thoufand, did not quit their Standard. 

A little after all were fat Tartarian Tea was 
brought, fome of which was firft given to the Prince, 
in a large Gold Bafon, and pour'd into a Cup, which 
was prefented him on the Knee ; when he had drank 
fome was given to the AmbafTadors, and then to all 
the reft, to each according to the rank wherein he was 
placed : Every one, both before and after they drank, 
made a refpeftful Bow ; when the Prince got up, and 
all of us proftrated ourfelves nine times, turning the 
Face towards the Palace, by this cxpreffing our Thanks 
to the Emperor for the Honour he had done us in 
fending his own Son to go part of the Way with us. 
The Prince faid fomething to the AmbafTadors with 
s a fmiling Countenance, and which fhew'd a great deal 
of Franknefs : Both the Ambafladors came near him, 
and kncePd down, but he took them by the hand ; af- 
ter which he mounted his Horfe and return'd, we 
following him on foot to the great Road, where we 
remounted our Horfes, and purfued our Journey. 

We then went dircftly North to a Town called . 
Tcha ho % which is fifty Lys from Peking, crofling a 
; beautiful 
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beautiful marble Bridge before we came to the Walls 
of that Town, and another exactly like it after we 
had pafs*d them : Each of thefe Bridges was fixty 
Geometrical Paces long, and fix or feven broad ; the 
Parapet and Pavement were of large Stones of 
unpolifh'd Marble. A little after we had left this 
Town we. went to the North North-Eaft for about 
thirty Lys, then turning again to the North, which 
we follow'd for ten>or twelve Lys, after which we in- 
clined a little to the Eaft for eight or ten Lys, quite to 
the Camp which was pitch'd at the foot of the Moun- 
tains near a Fort, which was built in the Straits of 
the Mountains to fhut up the Paffage of them. The 
Walls of this Fort reached on both fides up to the 
Mountains, which were befides fo fteep that they 
feem'd inacceflible. 

All the Mandarins of the neighbouring Towns 
came to pay their Refpe&s to the Ambafladors drefs'd 
in their Formalities, and kneel'd down in the great 
Road to prefent their Addrcflcs. We arrived at the 
Camp at two in the Afternoon ; the Tent of Kiou 
kieou was in the Front, furrounded with a little Wall 
of dry Earth about a Foot and half high : Father 
Pereyra and I had each a Tent near it, wherein we 
found all our things fct in very great order. 

It was extremely hot all day ; the Country we had 
pafs'd was very pleafant, and well cultivated, as far 
as fifteen Lys from the Place where we encamp'd, 
for then the Soil began to be fandy and very ftony, and 
the nearer to the Mountains the lefs fruitful the Soil : 
The Mountains, near which we encamp'd, arc exceed- 
ing fteep, and fo barren that there is not a finglcTree 
to be feen upon them; whence they are call'd in 
Chinefe the Poor Mountains, becaufe they do not pro- 
duce any thing that is either of ufc or delight. They 
are to the North a fourth Point North- Weft of Pe- 
king ; they are join'd to other Mountains that reach 
JLaft and Weft of this Town, which is furrounded 

almoft 
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almoft on all fides, except the South and South-Eaft. 
Frpm Peking we went by the fide of thefe Mountains 
at the diftance of about 3500 Geometrical Paces on 
the Weft, and about 6000 to thq Eaft, till we began 
to come nearer and nearer to them upon our turning 
from the Weft. 

The Place where we were encampM yras call'd Nan 
keauj that is, the Mouth or Entrance of the W^ls on 
the South file : We travelled this Day in all ninety- 
five Lys: The 31ft we went no more than feventy- 
five Lys, that we might not too much fatigue the 
Retinue 5 for we were obliged to pafs a Road full of 
Stones and Flints in the Straits of the Mountains, 
which are little different from very fteep Rocks: 
We began with paffing the Fort, which flops the En- 
trance of the Mountains. 

The Walls of this Fort are about thirty-five Foot 
high, ancj fix or feven thick •, they were built with 
Free-Stone to the height of four Foot, and afterwards 
with large Flints and Stones of the Rock up to the 
Battlements, which are of Brick : The Wall hath not 
this height or thicknefs except in the very Entrance of 
the Mountains ; for when it is extended on both fides 
home to thofe Rocks, which are fo fteep that the Goats 
can fcarce climb up them, it is neither fo high nor 
thick ; fo that there it would be altogether ufelefs, 
and whofoever could climb over the tops of thefe 
Rocks would find it no difficulty to get over the 
Wall. There are all along the Wall fquare Towers 
©f Stone or Brick, pretty near each other at proper 
diftances : At the bottom of the Fortrefs is a pretty 
large Village calPd Nan keou tching : When we had 
pafs'd that Village we travelled for about fifty Lys all 
along between fteep Mountains, and in a Road which 
I fliould have believed impaflable had I not feen our 
whole Retinue pafs it : We made frequent Turnings 
thro* thefe Rocks to follow the great Road, which is 
open'd in them, and in the moft difficult Places pav'd 
with large Stones. Wc 
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We went by a great Wall fortified with Towers, 
which ran on both fides the length of thefe fteep . 
Mountains, and were oblig'd to go up Hill and down 
Hill, and„turn continually ; we pafs'd five or fix dif- 
ferent ones, for there are fevcral of them at proper 
Diftances in the Strait^ of the Mountains : And it 
is probable that as the Way is eafieft in thofe De- 
files, or rather as it. is the only Way there can be on 
that fide, they made there feveral Ditches, which 
reached up clofe to the inacceflible Rocks : To get 
up along thefe Walls there are Stairs contrived on 
both fides in the thicknefs of the Wall itfelf. 

In many places the Wall is built with good Free- 
ftone, very thick and high in proportion ; at every 
Gate there are Villages like that which is at 'the firft 
Entrance *, one of thefe Villages might pafs for a 
fmall Town. The Gate of Entrance is very like a 
Triumphal- Arch, built all of Marble, and is about 
thirty foot thick, with Figures in demi-relief quite up 
to the Arch. 

All thefe Villages, which are thus placM in the nar- 
row Pafles of the Mountains, are fo many Maga- 
zines and Forts, proper to flop the Eaftern T'arlars^ 
who would endeavour to penetrate into the Empire ; ' 
Befidcs that they are inclos'd with good Walls forti- 
fied with Towers at certain Diftances, there are at 
every Pafiage in and out two or three Gates between 
which are Guard Rooms : The Folding-Doors of thefe 
Gates are cover'd over with thin Plates of Iron ; I 
fhou'd fay were covered heretofore, for at prefent they 
are near half ftript, and the Wood is almoft rotten. 
The Walls alfo in many places are fallen to ruin, • 
but there is no thoughts of repairing them, tho* the . 
greater* part of them is intire and undecay'd. 

When we had pafs'd four or five of thefe Villages, 
and as many different Ditches, we began to defcend 
into a Plain, which open'd irifenfibly, the Mountains 
dividing by little and little from each other 5 we there 
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difcoverM a large Ditch whkh was joined to the Great 
Wall ; all thofe I have before defcribed are, to fpeak 
properly, no other than Intrenchments, •, 

This great Ditch reaches from Eaft to Weft the 
whole length of the Mountains without any breaks, 
for it goes down all the Precipices, and rifts up a- 
bove the top of the inacceflible Rocks; fo that in- 
deed this Work is of no great ufe for the Defence of 
the Empire, whole Entrance is abundantly defended 
on that fide by this Chain of Mountains, acrofs which 
there is no palling but thro* the Defiles, where two 
or three hundred Men may ftop the moft numerous 
Army, and prevent their Paflage. 

Altho* the Mountains which arc on both fides thefe • 
Forts feem inacceflible, and the Cbinefe thinking it 
impoflible to pafs them fometimes negledt the guard- * 
ing them, yet the Mantcbeoux Tartars once entred by 
the Mountains which are on the Eaft of thefe Forts, 
having amus'd the Cbinefe Forces, which were very- 
numerous at the Guard of thefe Forts, by which alone 
they thought it was pofliblc to pafs. Thefe Tartars 
left their Baggage and Camp over againft thefe 
Forts, as if they wou'd pafs them, but ftole in the 
Night acrofs the neighbouring Mountains, and feized 
upon a Town which is at the bottom of diem, call'd 
Tcbang ping tcbeou. 

What hath appeared to me incomprehenfible is, 
how Stones and Bricks cou'd be carried thither, and 
Forts built on the Tops of thofe Mountains in Places 
where the boldeft of our Architects wou'd not attempt 
to raife the leaft Building. Thefe Mountains, in the 
place where we pafs'd them, are full of Springs and 
Fountains : ' I admir'd the laborious Induftry of the 
Cbinefe, who won't lofe an Inch of Ground that is fit 
< to be cultivated. 
4 Befides that thefe Straits of the Mountains abound 

with Walnut and other Fruit-Trees, there are alfb 
Gardens full of all forts of Grain and Herbs, fown 
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in every bottom between the Stones and Rocks, in 
, places where they have fo little Earth that they arc be- 
holden to the Water of the Fountains for their Growth. 
Th£ Mountains are cut and difpos'd in the form of an 
Amphitheatre, and the' they arc exceeding fteep, yet 
they are every where fown where there is the leaft 
good Earth. The Trees that arc in the bottoms are 
chiefly Walnut, tho* there are alfo fome few Apricots 
and Plumbs ; but thefe Mountains are quite bare upon 
their top, which is rocky, fo that there is- not afinglc 
Shrub to be feen. We were continually refrefh'd in 
our Paffage thro* them with a gentle North Wind. 

After having march'd about forty-five Lys between 
thefe Mountains, as we defcended into the Plain .we 
found the Earth almoft entirely fandy and barren ; 
we encampM at thirty Lys diftancc from thePaflage 
oijt of the Mountains upon the Bank of a Rivulet 
in the midft of a Valley, which in that place was 
about three or four Leagues over. In our Way we 
faw on both fides of us, at the foot of the Moun- 
tains, imall Forts and Towers, the one of Brick, and 
the other only of Earth ; they were about feven or eight N 
thoufand geometrical Paces diftant from each other : 
There are alfo two or three larger Forts, which Were 
probably built to prevent the Tartars penetrating ea- 
fily fo far as Peking, if they fhould happen by furprife 
to pafs the firft Ditch of the Great Wall. 

This Country hath always been in the Hands of 
the Chinefe, as appears from the CMnefe Letters en- 
graven in Stone over the Gates at the Entrance of 
the larger Forts, which are to this Day inhabited by 
the Cinnefe : As to the fmaller Forts and Towers 
there is no Guard in them : So long as we were with- 
in the Mountains we kept continually turning to the 
North, but when we got, clear of them we dire&ed A 

our Courfe to the Weft. 
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In the Evening Father Pereyra and I paid a Vifit 
to Sofanlaoye in his' Tent ; as he is the beft Friend 
we have at Court he receiv'd us with great Civili- 
ty, and talk'd with us a good while : He fh€w*d us 
a Telefcope which the Emperor had fent him the 
Day before, with this Meflage, That it was one of the 
five beft that he had, and therefore he lent it him for 
the Journey, upon Condition he reftor'd it to him at 
his Return.. 

The firft Day of June we went oftly fifty -five Lys 
continually in the fame Valley, and by the fide of 
the fame Mountain about four or five hundred Paces 
from them on the North, and about 2000 on the South, 
travelling almoft always dircft Weft, and did not be- 
gin to turn to the North till the laft fifteen Lys, when 
we paffed thro* two fmall Towns, the firft call'd Hoai 
lay, twenty Lys from the Place where we had en- 
camp'd, and the fecond call'd Tou mou, thirty Lys 
from the other. They are both of them furrounded with 
Brick Walls with Towers at proper Diftances : We 
met alfo with other fmall Forts and Towers much at 
. the fame Diftance as the Day before ; they ftand 
four or five hundred Paces from the Mountains, and 
are both on the North and South Side. The Forts 
were built with Brick, but the Brick hath been worn 
. out with Time, and at prefent they, are only of 
Earth. 

Near Hoai lay there is a fmall River, over which 
is a very beautiful Stone Bridge on feveral Arches, 
yet we pafs'd it at a Ford. All this Country is dry 
and barren, except, fome fpots of Ground which are 
round about thefe two little Towns, and which being 
watered by fmall Streams carried thro' the Fields 
bear large Crops of Grain and Herbs. The Moun- 
tains are all along very high, and quite barren on 
both fides ; we had all Day a ftrong Eaft Wind,, 
which defended us from the Heat, 



Ws 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



China, Chinese-Tartary, &c. 225 

We encamp'd four or five Lys to the North of Tou 
mm upon a rifing Ground ; the Camp reach'd very- 
near that Town along a fmall Rivulet. ' We receiv'd 
Orders to make fhort Stages, left we fliou'd at firft 
fetting out damage the Equipage, efpecially the Horfes, 
which were very lean and ill ted : The bell that could 
be done was, after the Camp was pitched, to fend them 
Into the Paftures, which are not very fertile in this 
Country. However Ihort our Stages were, yet we 
never fail'd being up by two in the Morning, and on 
the Road before five : This whole Country hath al- 
ways been, and ftill is inhabited by the Chinefe, which 
the Chinefe Characters engraved in the Stone over the 
Gates of thefe two Towns are fufficient proof of. We 
had a little Rap in the Evening, but it*did not laft 
long. 

The 2d we fet forward as ufual, by five in the* 
Morning, and gain'd this Day feventy Lys, marching 
the whole Day by the fide of the Mountains which are 
on the North : We pafs'd thro' a Town call'd Paon 
gan y which was larger and better inhabited than any ' 
we had gone through, fince we had got clear of the 
Mountains. This Town is inclos'd with a double 
Wall entirely of Brick ; having the Soil round about it 
better and richer than any we had met with in all this 
Valley ; the Grain and Herbs are here very good, 
tho* the Earth be a little dry. The Chinefe have dif- 
cover'd-the Method of watering their Fields, by con- 
veying to them in Channels the Waters of the Springs 
-which are near them, or of the Wells which they 
have dug, and which they draw by Hand, We 
pafs'd two or three other Towns of lefe note, one of 
which was well peopled, We found upon the Road 
Forts and Towers, at the fame Diftances as the two 
foregoing Days, but they were ftri&ly fpeaking only 
on the North Side, there being very few along the 
Mountains which are to the South, - 
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At ten Lys diftancc from Pao ngan this great Val- 
ley terminates which towards the end grows by de- 
grees narrower : It is environ'd on all fides by Moon* 
1 tains, and there is but one Paflage out of it of three 
or four hundred Paces, which is full of Fens. I 
fuppofe that was the reafon we were obliged to go 
round a very high Mountain, by which the Valley I 
have been fpeaking of is bounded. 

This Valley is about 150 Lys long, and eighteen 
t or twenty broad in the wideft places, but commonly 

it is not more than ten, and much lefe at the begin- 
ning and the end. There was no appearance of any 
Paflage in the Mountains, which furround k for its 
whole length ; that which is on the fide of Peking is 
fliut up, as I have defcrib'd it, by Ports and the 
Front of the Wall ; that to the North- Weft, which 
leads to fartary, is narrow and difficult, and it wouM 
be eafy to ftop it up by building a Fort at the Head 
of the Pafs, for tho* there is one indeed already, it is 
only of Earth, and that half down. Upon a fteep 
Rock which crowns that high Mountain, by which 
this whole Valley is bounded, we perceived a Pagod, as 
alfo Tome Walls and Houfes upon the Summit of this 
Rock. 

In our way round this Mountain we found an Ham- 
let inhabited by Cbinefe^ who have cut the Mountains, 
in every place where was any Ground fit to be cul- 
tivated, into the Form of Amphitheaters. Having 
gone thro* this Hamlet, we again went up a Hill* 
and then defcended into a fmall Valley, which is bc- 
hind that high Mountain, and which is properly a 
Pafs into the Mountains, for it is not quite 200 Paces 
broad : We found there two delicate Springs, whicfr 
make that little Neck of Land fruitful, fo that it is 
full of Willows and Fruit-Trees ; I faw there abun- 
dance of Apricots and Wal nut-Trees ; we likewife 
met with a Village well inhabited, and in the Coun- 
try faw abundance of Grain and Herbs, We crofs'd. 

this 
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this Village and went along the Valley, on the fide 
of which there ran a Rivulet which iffues out of the 
Mountains on the South : We firft turn'd to the Weft, 
' afterwards to the South- Weft, and almoft full South, 
and encamp'd in a fmall Pl^in on the fide of a little 
River call'd Tang ho\ the greatefi: Part of which Plain 
was well cultivated. It was extreme hot ^11 thi? Day* 
and towards three in the Afternoon the Sky began to 
be overcaft. 

When we were come intp the Camp, a Company of 
Mandarins came to pay their Compliments to tjie 
Ambafladors \ all thofe pf the Villages and Toiyn? 
near wliich we had pafs'd, met them on the Rp&k 
cloath'd in their Formalities, kneeling down as they 
pafs'd, to pay their Compliments tp then) and prefent 
their Addrefifes : This Addrels is in Fprjii pf a little 
. Book calTd Qheou puen f which the inferior Manda- 
rins have cuftomarily prefented to the Great ones. 

The 3d we went fixcy L,y% $tlmoj9: always to the 
North, to Su§n bo* fou 9 which is a little more tha# 
fifty Lys diftant frpm the place where we had en- 
camp'd; we immediately pafs'd thro' a Defile of the 
Mountains, following the Courfe pf the River Tang 
ho 5 this Defile k very parrow and rough, and in fome 
places there cannpt go njore than eight or ten Men a- 
breaft. After we had pafc'd beypnd tfrcfe lyiountains, we' 
march'd for fome time oyer rifing Grounds and Hills, 
which are here in great number, part of which are' 
cultivated > after this we came apwji into a large 
Plain, pf a -very excellent Spil, And no longer fa\£ 
thpfe high and frightful Mountains^ there being oq 
$ach fide npthjng but fmall Hills. Ajc the end pjf 
this Plain (lands the Town of Suen ha fw* which 
is pretty large and very pppulpus, it hath a double 
Suburb inclos'd by Walls all of JJrick, and guarded 
by Towers ptetty nc& .each other v we crofc'd one 
Street as large as moft of the great Streets of Pe- 
king, and which goes from one end of the Town to the 
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other. This Street is full of Triumphal Arches 
made of Wood, not above fifteen or twenty Paces a- 
funder •, there are three Gates both at the entrance 
and coming out of the Town, between which there are 
fewral Guard-Rooms. The Walls are more than thirty 
Foot h.uh, and the Folding-doors of the Gates are 
ov-cr'd with thin Plates of Iron, ftrengthned by 
Studs with Heads as big as an Egg. The North 
Suburb hath one very long and very broad Street ; 
the Trees which are planted in Rows on both fides 
the Street have a very agreeable EfFeft. The Soil 
of the whole Country about is very good and well 
cultivated * it is not a great way from the little Ri- 
ver Tang bo. 

When we had pafs'd the Town, • we immediately 
turn'd a little to the Eaft, and then to the North, 
that we might more eafily get over the Hills which 
lead to another Plain ; upon thefe Hills we difco- 
ver'd the high Mountains we had before loft fight 
of, ftretching to the North and North-Eaft. I law 
fome Towers upon the Tops of thefe Mountains, 
but I cou'd not difcover any Wall between them ; 
we found alfo Forts and Towers upon the Road, 
as we had done the foregoing Day, in moft of which 
there were four or five Soldiers upon Guard ; after- 
wards when we came nearer to it, we were fatisfied 
that it was part of the Great Wall, which runs all 
• along thefe Mountains. 

We jencamp'd on the Banks of a little River, 
which I believe^vas ftill the Tang bo ; it runs about 
ioo or 150 Pares from the Mountains on the South- 
Weft, and 2000 Paces from thofe to the North. We 
had the whole Morning a ftrong North Wind, and 
the Cold was fo piercing, that I was fore'd to put 
on twer cloth Surtouts to defend me from it 5 about 
ten there fell fome Drops of Rain, which fomewhat 
alky'd the Wind, after which it was very fair Wea- 
ther. 

There 
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There were fome Refrefhments fent to the Ambaf- 
fadors from Suen boafou, and fomp Ice which was 
not very bad confidering the time of the Year. Suen 
hoafou is and always hath been inhabited by the Chi? 
nefe, *as appears from the Infcriptions upon their Tri- 
umphal Arches, and by the other Buildings which 
are after the Chinefe manner ; it is under the Jurisdic- 
tion of the Province of Pe tche It. 

The 4th we traveled fifty five Lys to North- 
North- Weft ; at leaving the Camp we made due North, 
inclining a little to the Eaft to get into the great 
Road, which was feven or eight hundred Paces from 
where our Tents were pitch'd : We then follow'd this 
great Road, which goes to the North- Weft one quar- 
ter North for about thirty Lys, after that it turns to 
the North one quarter North- Weft and .by North, 
getting nearer and nearer to the Mountains which are 
on the Eaft, till we come to a fmall Town call'd Hia 
pou 9 which is half a League from the Gate through 
which one goes out of China, and enters Tartary 
properly fo called : For altho 5 the Great Wall reaches 
within ten Leagues of Peking, and notwithftanding there 
are many Ditches and Fprts which fhut up thofe Moun- 
tains, as I have already faid, yet all that Country, 
which reaches from thofe Mountains quite to this 
Gate of the Great Wall, which is feen a little beyond 
Hia pou, is ftill China, and belongs to the Province 
ofPctcbeli. 

We faw the Great Wall along the Mountains,. 
which are to North and Eaft, rifing up above the 
Tops of the higheft, and then going dtfwn into the 
Valleys with Towers at proper Diftances : This part of 
the Wall indeed is a trifle in comparifon of that 
which flops the Entrance into the firft Mountains we 
had pafs'd •, for this is a plain Wall neither high nor. 
thick ; befides it is tumbled down in feveral Places. 
The Forts and Towers arc continued auite through 
the Valley on the fide of the great Roaa, at near the 

Q^3 fame 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



230 The Gen£h al Histohy of - 

fame diftance as before : There were &t each Fort and 
each Towqr four- Guards with a fmall Standard ; it 
feem'd as if they came (here bnly becaufe we were to 

{i>afs that way, for the greater part of them did not 
00k much like Soldiers. 

From Suen hca fon to Itia pou 'tis Computed to be 
fixty Lys, and is almoft a continued Valley ; for as 
foon as you are out of Suen boa fou you mount at 
Mill, from which you defcend into this Valley, the 
S6il of* which, tho* fomewhat fandy and ftony, is al- 
moft entirely cultivated, This Valley is not above £ 
League broad, and is furrounded with Mills, beyond 
which appear thofe high Mountains, along which nana 
the Great Wall. I did not at that time fee it upon 
the Mountains, which are to the South and South* 
Weft, becaufe we were at too great a diftance, and 
it was hid from my View by many rows of Hills-. 

It was only when we drew near to Hia pou , where 
the Valley ends, that I difcover'd that the Great Wall, 
guarded by its Towers, reach'd alfo to the Eaft, and 
thence to the South- Weft and South ; but it is not 
more eonfiderable on this fide than the other, and is 
Qfily cf ufe to keep out the wild Beafts of Tartary from 
entring China \ for as for Men, if they once could 
.climb over thefc Mountains, it wduld be no difficulty 
for them either to get over it, or make a Breach in it: 
ficfides as there are no Ramparts oft the fide next 
China, from which it might be defended, it can no, 
rhore flop any one from Coming into the Empire than 
prevent his .going out. We went to dine at a rich 
Merchant's of Hia pou, who had prepared an Enter- 
tainment for Kiou kieou, with whom he was acquainted, 
Hia pcu is a fmall Town at the foot of the Moun- 
tains, which bound the Empirfe of China On that Add, 
ind is furfounded with thicK Brick Walls from thirty- 
five to forty Foot high, having two Gates, between 
which there is a Guard-Houfe : It is Very populous, 
and as it is one of the Gates of China, there is a great 
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Trade carried on in it. I was inform'd that one part 
of the Moorxjh Caravans, which come from the Xuf- 
beck Tartars and Perfia entered by this Gate, and that 
here alfo part of theEaftern Tartars traffick ; for 
which rcafon^ a Cuftom-Houfe is eftablifh'd at this 
Place. At our going out of this Town we went to 
the North, bending a little to the Eaft to pafs the 
Great Wall by a Gate, which is fituate between two 
fteep and rocky Mountains : The Wall which fills up 
the Pals between the two Mountains is very high and 
thick, having in the middle a large Gate calPd Tcbanr 
kia keou, the Folding-Doors of which are covered 
with Iron Plates, arm'd with large Studs. We found 
at this Gate a numerous Guard, and here it was, 
ftriftly fpeaking, that we entered Tartary. 

We encamp'd twelve or fifteen Lys from this Gate, 
along a fmall Valley which winds between two Chains 
of Mountains, moft of them fteep Rocks, by the fide 
of a little River, or rather a Rivulet Our Camp 
reach'd in this Valley within five or fix hundred Paces 
of the Gate of the Great Wall : Abundance of Re- 
frefliments were brought us in the Evening from Hia 
pou : It was very cold Night and Morning fo long as 
a gentle North Wind blew, but after Dinner the South 
Wind made it very hot. 

The 5th we travelled fifty Lys, the Road lying 
Northward, inclining a very little to the Weft: Wc 
march'd all Day thro' a very narrpw Valley ; then wc 
went twenty-five Lys to the North-Eaft, where the 
great Road is divided into two, one to the right, • 
which goes on North-Eaft, the other to the left, 
making alcnoft a right Angle,, and bearing to the 
North- Weft ; we took* this Jaft, which lies through a 
Valley, and is riot much beaten : The Mountains here 
are no longer fo high, but are more like fmall Hills : 
This Valley is bounded alfo by a Hill, upon which 
we enc^mp'd near to feveral Springs, the Water of 
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which was very good and frefh *. We found no- 1 
thing upon the whole Road but a few Huts of Earth 
inhabited by the Chinefe, who have fix'd here to cul- 
tivate what Land is good, befides fome Tents of the 
Eaftern Tartars : We faw alfo feveral Monuments of 
thefe tfartarS) which ar£ made of fome fmall 
Standards of painted Cloth, which are fet up upon the 
Place where any of their People are buried. The 
Mountains are in this part neither fo jvild nor fo full 
of Rocks, and there are Downs upon which there is 
good Pafture for Cattle, tho' not a fingle Tree to be 
feen upon them. It was fo very cold in the Morning 
that our Ambaffadors were fore'd to wrap themfelves 
in double Furs, but about eight the Sun being up, 
/ they laid them afide, and put on again their Summer 
Habits : In the Morning' the Wind was North, but 
about Noon it became South, and continued in that 
Point the reft of the Day. 

The 6th we went about fifty Lys, and encamp'd in 
a Valley called Nalin keou, immediately climbing . 
up a pretty high Mountain, going due North, which 
is direftly above the Hill on which we had encamp'd : 
It is difficult to get up this Mountain with Carriages, 
becaufe of the fteep and ftony Places : When we had 
got to the top we found that the great Road lplit in- 
to three others ; we took that which is moll to the 
left, and which goes North- Weft, marching conti- 
nually up Hill and down Hill, till we at laft came 
into the bottom by an eafy and almoft imperceptible 
defcent. The whole Country that we faw feem'd 
to be very good, full of fine Paftures, and wanting 
nothing but Cultivation to make it fruitful : In the 
bottoms we met with fmall Rivulets which water'd 
the Grounds. 

I was furprizr'd that fo fine a Country fhould lie 
like a Defart, for we faw only on one Place three or 

* This Place is calUd Halat fin. 
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four wretched Tents of Morigou* Tartars, near which 
\yas a Drove of Cows feeding : We did not indeed in 
this whole Day's Journey fee fo much as a fingle Tree, 
but it is probable if fome were planted there they 
would thrive very well : When we drew towards the 
Valley where we were to encamp, an Officer of the 
Emperor's came to meet the Arnbafiadors, and pre- 
fented to them 400 Oxen, and feveral Flocks of Sheep 
to the amount of 6000, which his Majefty had given 
Orders to fiirnifh us with in this Plain, which is fet 
apart for the feeding of his Herds. 

We encamp'd by the fide of a Rivulet which runs 
thro' the midft of the Valley of Nanlin keou 5 this 
Valley and all the neighbouring Hills abound with 
fine pafture Grounds. In the Evening all the Man- 
darins met at the Tent of one of the .Ambafladors, 
and we all join'd in returning our Thanks to the Em- 
peror for the Provifion he had fent us, by bowing 
down our Heads to the very Ground nine times ac- 
cording to cuftom. It was not this Day fo cold in 
the Morning as it was the Day before, and in the Af- 
ternoon a brisk South- Weft Wind defended us from 
the Heat. 

The 7th we went feventy Lys, but the greater part 
turning and winding between different Hills : We at 
iirft marched North for about ten or twelve Lys, 
then a little to the North-Eaft, after that to the North- 
Weft, and at laft for near half the way, either Weft 
or Weft-North- Weft, bending fometimes a little to 
the South. We march'd almoft the whole Day up 
and down fmall Rifings, without feeing on the Road i.; 
either a Tree or the lcaft Spot of cultivated Ground, • ' \jjj> 
tho' there are nothing but Downs or Meadows full of 
good Pafture. 

We found fome Tents of the Mongous, and met 

many of them driving fmall Carts upon two Wheels, 

which were very light, but apt to break ; fome 

of them were drawn by Horfes, and others by Oxen. 

• . There 
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. There was nothing near the Tents of theft Mongous but 
Cows and Horfes, and as there is no Wood in the 
Country, their whole Fuel is Cow or Horfc-dung x 
dried in the Sun. One part of the Hills which we 

Efs'd were ftill full of large Stones, which were 
If above Ground, but we found feveral Roads 
pretty much beaten. There was all Day a cold Rain 
with a North Wind which was Very troublefomc to 
us : We encamp'd on the fide of a Rivulet, upon a 
foiall Eminence near three or four Tents of the Mon~ 
gous. There appealed in the Valley, which is at the 
foot of this little Hill, a confiderable number of thefe 
Tents, which look'd like a Village or Hamlet: I had 
the Curiofity to go to fee one of them, and that I 
might be the better able to know how they were built 
I went into it. 

It is a fort of Cagq made of pretty fmall Sticks, of 
a circular Form, and of about thirteen or fourteen 
Foot diameter : There are greater and fmaller of 
them, but the chief part of thofe I faw were of this 
fizc : In the middle it is about eight or nine Foot high : 
The Roof of thefe Tents begins at about four Foot 
from the Ground, and ends in a Point like the cop of 
a round Tower <?r Pidgeon-Houfe : They are coverM 
with different pieces of Stuff made of Wool, prefs'cj 
but not wbve : When they make a Fire in the Tent 
they take away the piece of Stuff over the Place 
where the Fire is to be lighted, which I obferv'd in 
the Tent I was in, where there was a Fire : I faw 
upon this Fire three or four pieces of I knpw not 
what Flefh, the fight of which turn'd my Stomach : 
The whole Furniture was a wretched Bed of three or 
four Boards, with a Piece of the feme Stuff with which 
their Tents are covered, which ferves them both for . 
Bed and Cdvcrlid ; a Bench, upon which fat two 
Women who had fuch hideous Faces that they frightned 
me i a forry Prefs, and a fort of wooden Dilhcs. 

thef* 
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Thefe Mongous live altogether upon Milkdnd Flefh 
of their Cattle, which they eat almoft quite r$w ; 
Money is not current with them, but they exchange 
their Horfes, Cows, and Sheep for Linen, and for 
very coarfc woollen Cloath, which they ttiake ufe 
of to cover their Tents and Beds. Both Men and 
Women are cloath*d as the Mantcheoux Tartars are, on- 
ly not fo well or neat -, they wear no fhort {Jatment 
under the long one : As they do not underftand Til- 
lage, fo they eat neither Bread nor Rice. I have beeft 
aflur'd that they do not live long, and that there 
are but few old Men to be feen among them. 

Their Veneration for their Lamas is beyond all 
Expreffiori: Thefe Lamas are cloath'd in Red and 
Yellow, feveral of whom we met upon the Road ort 
this fide the Great Wall ; they are by much the uglieft 
Perfons that I ever faw : There are at prefent a great 
number of them at Peking, where they flock every 
Day, becaufe they are well us'd by the Empef or. Po* 
licy induces this Prince to treat them kindly, becaufe 
of the Power they have over the Mongous Tartars. 

When they are at Peking they quickly leave off 
their Rags, and are eafily brought to drefs and feaft. 
It is faid that they buy the moft beautiful Women 
they can meet with, under a pretence of marrying 
them to their Slaves ; they purchafe them for 20a or 
250 Crowns each. In the Evening tHe Weather be- 
came calm again, but it was very cold. 

The 8th we travel'd 100 Lys to the Weft, inclin- 
ing fometimes a little to the South : Our Ambafladors 
hunted part of the Way, thinking they fhou'd find 
fome Game, but they had no luck, feeing only 
a few Hares, of which they caught not one. ' 

We mafch-d a good while up and down fome fmall 
fifing Grounds, but our Retinue kept on in a large 
Plain, that was very level, and fall of good Paftures^ 
we pafs'd over feveral Brooks, and did not fee either 
jn all the Plain, or upon the Hills around us, but 
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one Tree, which indeed was the only one we had 
feen in four Days. We had all along a very fine 
Road, the Ground level and fmooth, but uncultivat- 
ed, except about the Place where we encamp'd on the 
fide of a Brook, a ihort half League from a Hamlet 
where the Chinefe ^ who are banifh'd from » their na- 
tive Country, have fetded. 

They have built there fome Cottages of Earth and 
Stone, in a Place where there was formerly a Town, 
or at leaft a large Village, the Ruins of which are 
ftill remaining. Among other things we faw feveral 
fmall Grind-Stones, like thofc the Chinefe make ufe of 
, for grinding their Meal and making their Oil, and 
the Figure of a Lion in ftone cut after the Cbinefe 
manner. 

The Chinefe who are fettled in this Place cultivate 
fome fmall Spots of Ground round it, which makes 
' it evident that *he Hills and Plains of this Country 
might eafily be cultivated, and 'tis probable they 
would be very fruitful : It is obje&ed that the extreme 
,Cold would prevent the Grain from ripening, but the 
Experiment that the Chinefe have made proves the 
contrary. The Country is indeed very cold, although 
we were not as yet in the forty-fecond Degree of 
North Latitude ; there was at Night a whiteFroft,with 
which the whole Ground was cover'd •, the reft of the 
Day was fine, and the Air temperate, a gentle North 
Wind allaying the Heat of the Sun. We faw feve- 
ral more Tents of the Mongous in different Places, fix 
or feven in one Place, eight or nine in another. 

The 9th we travelled ninety Lys, almoft always to 
the'Weft ; at firft marching by the fide of the Brook 
near which we had encamp'd, and going along a large 
Road which is very much beaten, we afcended a 
fmall Mountain, after which w? pafs'd feveral Hills 
going up and down, andfometimes between two Hills: 
Upon the firft Hill we met twenty-five or thirty fmall 
Carts, each drawn by an Ox : After we had pafs'd 
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thefe Heights we crofs'd a Plain about a League and 
half long, then eroding another Hill we came down 
into a very large Plain, which is at leaft five or fix 
Leagues in diameter ; feveral fmall Rivulets run 
through it, or at leaft one which winds very much, 
for I am not fure that it is not all the fame Stream. 

Towards the middle of the Plain, which is calPd 
Nalin keou y is a Pagod, which the Emperor of China 
hath built there for the fake of the Chief Lamas, 
that they may reft themfelves when they come from 
their own Country to Peking : This Pagod is fmall, 
but it is one of the prettieft and beft beautified of any 
I have feen, being entirely wainfcoted, gilt, painted , 
and varnifh'd, which makes it very agreeable : There 
is over the Porch a pretty large Chamber, which is 
made on purpofe to lodge the Chief Lamas in when 
they come there. 

Though the Building be not very large yet it muft 
have coft a good deal, becaufe the Materials were 
brought a great way : There is on one fide of it a 
imall wretched Building, where four or five Lamas 
dwell. We went to reft ourfelves at this Pagod with 
one of the Ambaffadors for four or five Hours, who 
during this time diverted himfelf with ftiooting at 
Sparrows with a Trunk, about forty of which he 
kill'd. There are. feveral Tents of the Mongous 
round the Pagod, as well as in other Places on the 
Plain : We met alfo on this Plain with feveral, 
Patches of Land cultivated by Chinefe who have 
fix'd there, but they don't fow any Wheat, only 
Millet. . 

We encamp'd this Evening twenty Lys to the 
Weft of this ragod. It was pretty cold before Sun 
rifing, but by the time it had been a little up we were 
very fenfible of the Heat, there being fcarce any Air 
ftirring, except towards the Evening, .when there was 
a gentle Gale from the South- Weft. There is not a 
Tree to be fecn in all this Plain, nor upon the Hills, 
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which furround it on all fides, except towards the 
North, where there is a very large open Country, 
which reaches farther than one can fee. 

The 10th we did not travel more than fifty Lys 
at moft, going ftill Wcftward, bending a very little 
to the North. We went more than thirty Lys along 
the fame Plain we had done the Day before, making 
the reft of our way either acrofs fome Hills, or along 
narrow Vales, in moft of which we found fmaJl 
Rivulets. We were fore'd to encamp by the laft of 
thefe, for we were inform'd that we ftiou'd not meet 
with Water till a very great way from thence. This 
Place is call'd Sannecban. The Country thro* which 
we paf&'d is a mere Defert without Trees or any 
Place to dwell in. The Weather was temperate all 
Day, a brisk Weft Wind allaying the Heat, tho* in 
the Afternoon it was cloudy. In the Evening all 
the Mandarins of the Ambafladors Retinue aflembled 
near the Tent of Km 1deou % and fhot with the Bow 
in the prefence of the Ambaffadors. 

The 1 jth we reached but forty Lys by reafon of 
the Rain which hid lafted the whole Night, and till 
nine in the Morning, at which Hour we fet for- 
wards, going to the Weft ward, turning fome- 
times a fittle to the . South ; but this was only in 
going round fome Mountains- The Country we 
crofsM is very uneven, full of Hills and rifing 
Grounds ; there are alfo fome pretty high Mountains, 
but we went on the fide of them. The great Road, 
which we follow'd, was almoft always in the Valleys 
or fmall Plains. We did not this Day fee ekher 
Tree or Houfc or any cultivated Lands ; we en- 
Qunp'd on a fmall Plain calPd Lotoheye, where therf 
is a Rivulet and good Pafture. About three or four 
o'the Clock, there went a great Storm % litde to the 
North of our Camp, which did not at all affedt w $ 
for wc only had a few pretty large Hail-Acnes, 
tho* we'heard great Clap6 of Twwder for more than 
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an Hour \ the remainder of the Journey we had 
pretty fair Weather without Rain or Sun with a 
moderate Wefterly Wind. Our People >faw fome 
Yellow Goats, none of which Creatures we have in ' 

Europe \ tho* I believe what the Cbinefe call Yellow 
Goats are not much unlike the Antelope j they go 
in droves of one or two thoufand, but are extremely 
wild ; for if they fee a Man at never fo great a 
diftance, they run away as fall as poffible ; the only 
way to take them is to make a great Circle, 
and inclofe them. Our Ambafladors had a mind 
to take the Diverfion of this fort of Hunting upqn 
the Road, but without Succcfs. 

The 1 2th we traveled feventy Lys, more than 
half of which was fpent in going round Mountains, 
which we met with at about thirty Lys from the 
place where we had encamp'd. We went all along 
a beaten Road ; the little of the way that we went 
ftraight forward was to the North- Weft, and I don't 
think that the way taken dire&ly by the Romb, can 
be more than forty Lys. The Rivulet upon which 
we had encamp'd, runs all along this Road, and 
winds continually in the Valleys which are between 
thefe Mountains, at leaft I believe it is the fame, for 
I was not able to fatisfy my felf of it : We crofs'd 
it more than ten or twelve times, becaufe it cuts the 
great Road. This Rivulet is call'd Imatou ; upon the 
Banks of which we again encamp'd. In the Moun- 
tains that we pafe'd between, the great part of which 
arc fteep Rocks, there were a good number of fmall 
Trees ; we found fome of them alfo in the Valleys, 
but I did not fee one of any tolerable Bignefs, nor 
did we fee any cultivated Lands, but a great many 
fmall Meadows on the Brook Side full of excellent 
Pafture. The Air was very foft all' the Morning; 
when we enter'd upon the laft Mountains we found 
a pretty ftrong North- Weft Wind, and towards 
Noon, when we began to encamp, we had tome 
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Drops of Rain ; after which it became very hot, till 
there rofe a high Wind at Weft-North- Weft, which 
moderated the Heat. 

The 13th we went at moft but fixty Lys, and 
encamp'd in a Plain calPd Horhohob : The greater 
part of our way was direft Weft, but for a pretty 
while we took fomewhat to the South, turning and 
winding amongft the Mountains. For the firft ten or 
twelve Lys we took alio a little to the North ; fo 
that all being brought to account, and deducting 
all the turnings we flioii'd not reckon more than 
fifty Lys Weftward. We followed the Brook upon 
which we had encamp'd to the very end of the Plain, 
all along which it runs. This Plain is about twenty 
fiye Lys ; we then enter'd the Mountains keeping 
always the great beaten Road. 

Thefe Mountains are the moft agreeable that we 
had fcen, there being upon them and in the Valleys 
abundance of Dwarf-Trees, and fome of a moderate 
fize; but there wants Water, for we did not find 
any all the time we were there, juft at the end of 
them we faw feveral Spots of cultivated Ground. 
We found a little before we enter'd upon them a 
Eortrefs of Earth, which is at prefent almoft entirely 
in Ruins, there being no one that hath dwelt there, 
only I obferv'd that there were fome plow'd Lands 
about it. 

After we had gone about twenty five or thirty 
Lys between thefe Mountains, we came upon ano- 
ther Plain that is agreeable enough, and in which 
a large Rivulet winds, that I take to be the fame 
upon the Banks of which we had encamped the 
Day before, and whofe Courfe is dire6l ♦ Weft. 
There are in this Plain feveral Trees and fome 
Houfes of Earth, where the Cbinefe and Tartar Slaves 
and thofe who are fent to people the Country are 
fettled and till the Ground. There are alfo fome 
Tents of the MQngous, and a forry Pagod of Earth. 

S9ms 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



&H1NA, Chines E-TARtAkV, ftfc a^i 

Some places of this Plain are plow'd, others yield 
good Paftures, and others are dry and barren; Our 
Camp covered much the greater part of the Plain • 
The Weathfcr was all Day very fine and mild, tho* 
about four there was a high Wind, and fome Rain 
fell, but it immediately cleared tip ag&in ; a South- 
Weft Wind continued the whble Day. . 

The 14th we travelled fifty Lys Weft Ward j inciin^ 
ing a vtry little to the North, and we encamp'd ten 
Lys from Qyci hoa tcinn y or Hou-bou-botiin in Tartary; 
keeping altogether in a large Plain about three or four 
Leagues Broad, and which reached out of fight to 
the South- Weft and South : It hath pretty high Moun* 
tarns to the North and North- Weft, upon Which there 
appear entire Woods ; , tb the South-Eaft and Eaft it 
hath only Hills : This Plain is cultivated iri tfiany 
Places, and there are here and there Hamlets; eacti 
confiding of feven or eight fmall Houfes of Earth* 
After we had gone about forty Lys in this Plain we 

Eafs'd near a Tower, which, as I was affur*d> was 
uilt four hundred Years ago : It is ftill pretty entire, 
except the Robf* which is ruinous, and the Founda- 
tion which begins alfo to decay : It is a regular O&o- 
gon with eight Stories, each of which is at leaft eleven 
Foot high : The firft Floor is more than fiiteei\ Foot 
without including the Cieling, fo that the whole 
Building is more than a hundred Fodt high; 

This Tower is all of Brick as white as Stone, and 
well built ; it is embellifliM with feveral Ornaments^ 
which are alfo of Brick- work, and a fort of Plaifter* 
laid on upon the Brick- work i It is i # manner of Build- 
ing very different from ours ; but tho* it be fomewhat » 
heavy yet it is not without its beauty, and it pleafes the 
Eye : The firft Story is round j made like a Cup, a- 
dorn'd with Foliages ; the other Stories have each 
eight Front* ; there are in each Front two Statues ill 
half Bas-Relief near as big as the Life, but they are 
ill done : You go up to the firft Story by a Ladder, 
Vol*. IV. R and 
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and there the Stair-Cafe begins. There hath probably 
been a Town or a large Village in this Place, for 
there is ftill remaining a great Inclofure with Mud 
Walls, which indeed are more than half demolifh'd, 
but there is enough ftill Handing to make one con- 
jecture that this Tower was built by the Eaftern-Ttfr- 
tarsy whilft they reign'd in China under the Family 
of Yuen. The fame Stream, on the fide of which we 
encamp'd the Day before, runs acrofs this whole Plain, 
increafing infcnfibly from many Springs. It was this 
Morning very cold before Sun-rifing, and from eight 
till about two in the Afternoon it was very hot, for 
there was only a gentle South Wind ; towards two 
in the Afternoon there fprang up a North Wind which 
cooPd the Air, and the Sky was a little overcaft. I 
found this Day the Meridian height of the Sun in 
our Camp to be very near 72 Degrees, 20 Minutes, 

When we drew near the Place where we were to 
encamp, the Mandarins of §{uei boa Ubin, or Hon hou 
hottM) came to meet the Ambafladors ; a little after 
whom arriv'd a Company of Lamas on horfeback, 
moft of them drefs'd in yellow Silk, with large red 
Scarves which cbver'd their whole Body : There was 
amongft them a young Lama tolerably handfome, his 
Cheeks were very plump, and of fo white and deli- 
cate a Colour that I queftion'd whether it was a Man 
or Woman ; he was the Chief of the Company, and 
was diftinguiih'd by a Hat made of I know not what 
Materials, which was all gilt, and terminated in a 
point, having likewife very large Brims : Another of 
thefe Lamas had a gilt Hat, but fmaller and quite flat 
on the top. 

Thefe two Lamas did not get off their Horles 
when they approached the Ambafladors as the reft 
did. The Ambafladors order'd their Tents to be got 
ready with all expedition to receive them : v When the 
Ambafladors difmounted, all the Lamas* which were 

about 
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about twelve or fifteen, came up to them, and their 
Chief, the young Man I fpoke of, difmounted and 
kneel'd down to enquire whether the Emperor was in 
good Health ; after which he got up, and all went to 
fit down together under their Tents* 

There was Tartarian Tea given to all thefe Lama*, 
and after a very lhort Entertainment their Chief rofe 
up and took his LeaVfc of the Ambafladors, who 
waited upon him without the Tent, and flood there 
till he had mounted his Horfe, which he did three 
Paces from them, being helped by two or three La- 
mas, who held him up by way of Refpedt : He then 
took the Road that leads to 9$uei boa tcbin, attended 
by moft of the Lamas who came with him, though 
fome of them ftaid with the Ambafladors. 

The 15th we went but ten Lys to Weft North- 
Weft, and encamped near the Walls of Quei boa tchin : 
It is now a very fmall Town, tho* we were inform'd 
that it was heretofore a Place of great Trade, and 
much frequented whilft the Weftern Tartars * were 
Matters of China. The Walls arc built with Brick* 
and are pretty entire on the outfide, but they have 
no Ramparts within : There is nothing remarkable in 
the Town except the Pagods and the Lamas, feveral 
of the former being better built, finer and more orna- 
mented than the greateft part of thofe I have feen in 
China : Moft of the Houfes are but Huts of Earth* 
tho* thofe in the Suburbs are fomewhat better built 
than thofe in the Town, and there is a greater num- 
ber of Inhabitants. The Wcftcm-Tartars and the 
Cinnefe live promifcuoully in this Quarter, and the 
Emperor of China hath his Officers here, who govern 
by his Authority : The whole Country from China 
hither is under his Government, but he is fcarce the 
richer for it, ^ it being all defart, at leaft what we 
pafs'd through, as I have already given a particular 
Dcfcription of. I was told that it is but two good 
Days. Journey, that is, about eighteen Leagues from 

R % K this 
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this Place to the Entrance into the Province of Chan 
fij with which the Town of Quei boa tcbin drives its 
chief Trade, which yet is not very confidcrable. 

Our Ambafladors, upon their coming into the To wn, 
went diredtiy to the Chief Pagod, feveral Lamas com- 
ing to receive them, and to conduit them crofe a 
. fquare Court, pretty large, and well pav'd with fquare 
Tiles tQ the Pagod, where was one of their Chiefs. 
He was one of thofe whom the Impoftors lay never 
die ; they affirm, that when his Soul is feparated from 
his Body it immediately enters into that of a new born 
Child. Thefe Lamas are commonly call'd in the 
Cbinefi Languagp Hofo, that is the Living Fo. The 
Veneration which the Tartars have for thefe Impoftors 
is incredible, even worfhipping them as Gods upon 
Earth : I was witnefs of the Rcfpeft which our Am- 
baflador, and a part of his Retinue, particularly the 
Mongwsy paid him : The Perfon who then pretended 
to be thus brought again into Life, was a young Man 
about twenty-five Years old ; his Face was very long, 
and pretty flat ; he was feated under a Canopy at the 
further end of the Pagod upon two Cufhions, one 
of Brocade and the other of yellow Sattin 5 a large 
Mantle, of the fineft Cbinefe yellow Damask, covered 
his Body from Head to Foot, fo that nothing of him 
could be feen but his Head, which was quite bare 5 
his Hair was curFd, his Gown edg'd with a fort of 
party-colour'd Silk-Lace, four or five Fingers broad, 
much as our Church Copes are, and which the Mantle 
of this Lama was not much unlike. All the Civility 
which he fhew'd the Ambafladors was to rife from his 
Seat when they appear'd in t the Pagod, and to con- 
tinue (landing the whole time he received' their Com- 
pliments, or rather Adorations ; the Ceremonial was 
a$ follows : 

The Ambafladors, when they were five or fix Paces 

diftant from the Lama, firft/Vaird their Bonnets 

to the very * Ground, then proftrated themfelves 

. thrice, 
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thrice, ftriking the Ground with their Forehead ; af- 
ter this Adoration they went one after the other to 
kneel at his Feet : The Lama put his Hands upon 
their Head, and made.them touch his Bead-Roil, or 
Sqing of Beads ; after this the Ambafladors retir*d 
and made the fame Adoration a fecond time, then they 
went to fit down under Canopies got ready on each 
fide : The Counterfit God being firft feated the Am* 
bafiadors took their Places, one on his right Hand, 
and the other on his left, feme of the moft confider- 
able Mandarins feating themfelves next to them: 
When they were fat down the People of their Retinue 
came alfo to pay their Adoration, to receive the Impo- 
fition of Hands, and to touch the Bead-Roll ; but 
there were not many of them who had this Reipedfc 
{hewn them. In the mean time* there was Tartarian 
Tea brought in large Silver Pots, with a particular 
one for this pretended Immortal carried by a Lama, 
who pour'd it out for him into a fine China-Cup, 
which he reach'd himfelf from a Silver Stand that was 
placed near him. The Motion he at that time ufed 
open'd his Mantle, and I obfervM that his Arms were 
' TOked up to the Shoulders, and that he had no other 
Clothes under his Mantle but red and yellow Scarfs, 
which were wrapped round his Body : He was ak 
ways ferved firft : The Ambafladors faluted him by 
bowing the Head both before and after drinking Tea, 
according to the Cuftom of the Tartars* but he did 
not make the leaft Motion in return to their Civility. 
A litde after a Collation was fervM up, a Table be- 
ing firft fet before this living Idol ; then one was 
placed before each of the Ambafladors, and the Man- 
darins who attended them ; Father Pereyra and I had 
alfo the fame Honour done us. There were upoa 
thefe Tables Difhes of certain wretched dried Fruits, 
and a fort of long thin Cakes made of Flower and 
Oil, which had a very ftrong fmell. After this Col- 
lation, which I had no Inclination to tafte of, but 

R 3 with 
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with which our Tartars and their Attendants were 
very well entcrtain'd, Tea was brought a fecond time ; 
a little after the fame Tables were brought in cover'd 
with Meat and Rice : There was upon each Table 
a large Difli of Beef and Mutton half drefs'd ; a 
China-Difh full of Rice, very white and neat, and 
another of Broth, and fome Salt diffolv'd in Water 
and Vinegar. The fame fort of Meat was fet before 
the Attendants of the Ambaffadors who fat behind us* 
What furpriz'd me was to fee the Great Mandarins 
devour this Meat, which was half drefs'd, cold, and 
fo hard, that having put a piece into my Mouth only 
to tafte it, I was fore'd to turn it out again : But there 
was none plaid their part fo well as two Kalkas Tar- 
tars, who came in whilft we were at Table : Having 
paid the Adoration to, and received the Impofition of 
Hands from the living Idol, they fell upon one of 
thefe Diflies of Meat with a furprizing Appetite, each 
of them taking a piece of Flefti in one Hand, and 
his Knife in the other, and cutting large Slices, eipe- 
cially of Meat, after which they dip'd them in the 
Salt and Water, and fwallow'd them down. 

All being taken away Tea was brought once more* 
after which there was a pretty long Converfation, 
the living Idol keeping his Countenance very well : 
I don't think that, during the whole time we were 
there, he fpoke more than five or fix Words, and that 
very low, and only in anfwer to fome Queftions 
which the Ambaffadors ask'd him : He kept conti- 
nually turning his Eyes around, and flaring very 
earneftly on each fide, and fometimes fmiling. There 
was another Lama feated near one of the Ambafia- 
dors, who kept up the Converfation, probably be- 
caufe he was the Superior, for all the other Lamas, 
who waited at Table as well as the Servants, received 
Orders from him. After a fhort Converfation the 
Ambafladors rofe and went about the Pagod, to take, 
a view of the Paintings, which arc very coarfe after 
the manner of the Cbinefe. This 
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This Pagod is about forty-five Foot fquare, and in 
the middle there is an oblong Square of twenty Foot 
by twelve or thirteen, the Cieling of which is very 
high : This Place is well lighted ; around this oblong 
Square there arc other fmall Squares, the Cielings of 
which are very low and coarfe : There are five row* 
of Pillars, which are broke off by the oblong Square, 
the Cielings, Walls, and Pillars being painted in a 
plain manner, without any gilding. . There is no Sta- 
tue in it as in other Pagods, only Figures of their 
Deities pinted on the Walls : At the bottom of the 
Pagod there is a Throne, or fort of Altar, upon 
which the living Idol is plac'd, having over his Head 
a Canopy of yellow Silk, and here he receives the 
Adoration of tne People : On the fides there are ft- 
veral Lamps, tho* we faw but one lighted : Going 
out of the Pagod we went up ftairs, where we found 
a wretched Gallery, which goes round the oblong, 
with Chambers on all fides of it : In one of them 
there was a Child of feven or eight Year? old, drefs'd 
find.featedas a living Idol, with a Lamp burning by 
him. It is probable this Child is defignM one time 
or other to fucceed the preftnt Idol, for thefe Deceiv- 
ers have always qpt ready to fubftitutc in the place of 
another in cafe of Death, and feed the Stupidity of 
the Tartars with this extravagant Notion, that the 
Idol comes to life, and appears again in the Body of 
a young Man, into whom\his Soul is pafs'd. This 
is the reafon of their fb great Veneration for their 
Lamas, whom they not only implicitly obey in all 
their Commands, but make them an Offering of the 
beft of every thing they have ; and therefore fome of 
the hjpngous of the Ambafiador*s Retinue paid* the 
fame Adoration to this Child as they had done to 
the other Lama : I don't know whether the Ambafla- 
dors did fb, becaufe I came into the Chamber after 
them 2 This Child did not. mak? the Je&ft Motion, 
ppr fpe^k one fingle Word, 
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In the Front of the Pagod over the Porch there 
yras a very neat Room, with a Throne made after the 
Tartarian Fafhion, near which there flood a very 
beautiful Table of the fineft Varnifti, inlaid very thick 
with Mother o( Pearl \ upon this Table there was a 
Cup fet upon a filver Stand, and ^lfo a Spitting-boaj 
of Silver •, this is the Chamber of the pretended Im- 
mortal. We found alio in another little nafty Cham- 
ber a Lama finging his Prayers, wrote upon Leaves 
of coarfe brown Paper : When our Curiofity was 
iatisfied, our Ambafiadors took leave of thii lni- 
poftor, who neither ftirr'd from his Seat, nor paid 
theqi the leaft Civility, after which they went to ano-1 
thqr Pagpd to. vifit another living Idol, who came tot 
Hiee$ them the Day before ; but Father Vereyra and ' 
I returned to the Camp. 

I found the Meridian height of the Sun to be 
the fame ^is the. Day before, viz. 72 Degrees* 
20 Minutes. The Morning was very fair and pretty 
hot j but it was overcaft in the Afternoon, and there^ 
was a great deal of Thunder with fome Rain, and a 
high Wind at South- Weft, which lafted but a little 
Tyhile. 

1 The 1 6th we continued in the Ca,mp a,t Qtfei boa } 
tchiny where we furnifli'd our felves completely with 
the ^eceffary Proyifions for the reft of the Journey.' 
I; ^ras hot all the Morning, and cloudy in the Af- 
ternoon, with much Thunder, and a heavy Shower of 
Rain, which did npt laft lojig. After it was overt 
faw #v$ vagabond Indians gp into Father Pereyra's 
X §nt •, the Re^fon of which we cou'd not guefs at* 
ifeey. (aid they were of Indouftan^ and Heathens ; 
th?y were drefs'd n\uch like our FJermi^s, with a large 
cipti* £loak of an Ifabel Colour, already faded,* and a 
Cowl yrfiich capie a little above their Head. 

^ T^hc " j| 7th we ftajd in the fame Place, Becaufc the 
proyifions were not quitpgot ready ; there was Millet 

diftributed to the whole Company as a Prefent from 

i*,^,,., ... ... .... .. - _ th . 
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thp Emperor, as alfo 4000 Weft Tartar Horfc hiiM 
to go along with us to the Frontiers of the Kingdom 
of Halba 9 or Kalka> where they encamp in large 
Bodies. I found the Meridian height of the Sun, 
taken with the utmofl: exa&nefc J cou'd poffibly, to 
be 72 degrees, ^nd near 30 minutes, that js, 
between 25 and 30. It was very hot all the 
Morning, and about Noon there arofc a Wind from 
the South- Weft, hut about three it blew very vio- 
lendyfrom the Eaft, there being between whiles fome 
Claps of Thunder * the Wind allay'd the Heat, and 
the Sky was frequently overcaft.' 

One of the chief of the Ambafiadors fpeaking to . 
Father ]>ereyra and me about the Lamas, gave us to 
understand that he had very little regard for thefc 
Impoftors 5 adding that his paying Adoration to this 
pretended Immortal was merely out of Complaifance 
to the other Ambaflador who had defied it of 
him, and who gave him this Reafon for doing it, 
(hat his Father had ador'dthe fame Lama in another 
Body : He then told us that the Lama, who came to 
meet them the Day of their Arrival,had ingenuoufly 
pwn'dj that he cou'd not tell how he cou'd poffibly 
have hv'd in any other than his prefent Body ; 'that 
ne had no other Proof of it but the Evidence of 
pthcr Lamas who aflurM him of it ; that befides, 
he remembred nothing of what was laid befell him, 
during thofe other, lives they told him of. When the 
Ambaflador ask'd him, from whom the Lamas cou'd 
be inform'd that he had already hv'd, and been 
brought again to life many times, he ajnfwerM, that 
they had their Account from the Great Lama , that 
is their High Prieft, whom they worfhip as a true 
God ; that prefently after the Death of the Lama, he 
had told them that t^iis Lama had taken a new Life 
in 4 Place of the Province of Chcnfi^ and that his 
Soul had pafs'd into the Body of an Jpfeft, which 
he defci-ib'd to them, and at the fame time com-? 
mailed them to find him out and carry him to their 
Pagod. The 
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The fame Ambaflador further told us, that the 
Grandfather of the prefent Emperor, finding that 
after he had conquered the Province erf* Lean tong y the 
Weftern Tartars refused to fubmit to his Govern- 
ment ; and being apprehenfive that they were forming 
.fome Enterprize againft the Empire, fent an Amba£-' 
fador with Prefents to the Great Lama; that he 
receiv'd the Ambaflador with great Refpcft, and ac- 
knowledge his Mailer as Emperor, and in fhort 
that from that time the WcR-Tartars werereckon'd 
as Subjects of the Emperor. 

A Chriftian of this Town of $uei boa tchin in- 
formed us,that there is not any one of thefe Lamas who 
does not keep one or two Women : They are moft 
of them Cbtnefe^ at leaft the moft eonfiderable among 
them, and they carry on the grcateft Trade of any 
in the whole Country, and came quite to our Camp 
to fell Horfes, Camels, and Sheep. I faw three of 
them come to make a Prefent of four Camel* and 
three Horfes to the firft Ambaflador. They were no 
doubt well paid for their Prefents, at leaft they had 
extraordinary Refpedls fhow'd them : The Chief of 
thefe Lamas was plac'd near the Ambaflador upon 
the fame Carpet,an Honour he would not have lhown 
even to the greateft Mandarins, 

The 1 8th we travelled fixty Lys to North-North- 
Weft, and encamp'd in a Plain called Kouendoulen by 
the fide of a fmall Brook which runs acrofs the 
Plain. We went continually along the Mountains, 
where we fufFer'd very much, efpecially in going 
down the firft Mountain, which is very ftcep. The 
Road is more tolerable going up,but theDefcent is very 
fteep, and one muft pafs crofs the Rocks or over 
uneven pieces of the Rocks that ftand half way out of 
the Ground ; however all the Carriages of the reft; 
were obliged to go that way, many of which were 
overturned and fome broke. When we were got to 
the bottom of thq Mountain we traveled for fome 
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time along a Valley whfcre there is very good Water, 
and where were fome Tents of the Mongous fcat- 
ter'd here and there. The reft of the Road lay either 
between Hills, or up and down them, where are fome 
Trees and abundance of Bufhes. On the firft Moun- 
tains, which are the fteepeft, thofe Places which are 
not rocky were cover'd with an agreeable Verdure ; 
but all the Hills for the whole extent of the Country 
that is in fight, are very uneven and barren. The En- 
trance upon the Plain of Kouendoulen where we en- . 
camp'd is alfo very dry, but about the Brook there 
is good Pafture. Our People dug a Well near this 
Brook, from whence was drawn very frefh Water. 
It was cloudy from feven to ten, and there was a 
little Rain, the reft of the Day it was pretty hot ; to- 
wards two in the Afternoon we had a gentle Wind from 
the Weft, which made the Heat more tolerable. I 
was furpris'd to fee how much better the Camels of 
our Train were for the three Days ftay we made near 
Quel boa tcbin. It is true indeed, the leaneft and thofe 
that had receiv'd any Damage were chang'd away for 
others which the Mehgous brought us, giving only 
•fome Mony to boot. 

The 15th we continued in our Camp pf ' Kouendou- 
len, to wait for part of the Train which cou'd not 
Come up* on account of the badnefs of the Roads, 
and to give time to thofe who had loft their Camels 
and Horfes to look after them. One of the Ambaf- 
iadors loft in one Night only thirty two Horfes, but 
they were found again, tho* fome others had not fo 

§pod fortune as to recover theirs. This Day alfo air 
le Mandarins, which were to attend the AmbafTy, 
were calPd together,to confult upon the Rout that was 
to be taken till we came to the Place of Refidenceof the 
Emperor Halbaban, or as the Cinnefe and Eaftern 
Tartan call him Kalkahan. It was refolv'd to divide 
into three Companies, each of which fhou'd take a 
different Rout, both for the more eafy marching, and 
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for more ready finding proper Places to encamp in, 
where was Water and Failure for the whole Body. It 
was this Day very fair all the Morning, with a 
pretty brisk Wind at South- Weft, which allay'd the 
heat ; about Noon k grew exedfive hot, and there 
were at feveral times Tome fmall Showers till the 
Evening. 

The 20th the Ambafladors took leave of each other 
for a little time, whilft they were oblig'd to march 
feparately. Our Company, which follow'd one of 
the two principal Ambafladors, took the Road that 
fay ftraight to the North * the other two went more 
to the Eaft, each having its Guides : They alfo were 
oblig'd to ieparate, for the convenience of Water and 
Forage. We went this Day fixty Lys, of which we 
went firft twenty five or thirty dire&ly to the North, 
then for twelve or fifteen to the North-North- Weft, 
and the reft of the way to the North, all within five 
or fix Lys of the Place where we were to encamp, 
when we turned to the North-North-Eaft. 

We encamp'd on a large Plain which reached out 
of fight, fome fmall rifing Grounds being only to be 
fcen on the North- Eaft. A Rivulet ran along this 
Plain, whofe Water was exceeding frefli, xhe Ground, 
which is about it, being very nitrous. The Salt- 
petre appears even above ground, which js almoft 
white and very felt, and which makes the Paftures 
very good for Cattle, our Camels and Horfes de- 
vouring it with .grcedinefs. We did aet pafs, in the 
whole way, but two or three little Hills, whofe Rife 
and Fall were infenfible 5 all the reft pf the Road were 
beautiful Plains quite covered wkh Grafs, which wanted 
only a little Cultivation^We law this Day's Journey only 
two or three Tents of the Mongous pitched upon a 
Plain, where there was a Brook and good Pafture; 
we did not difcover either Tree or Bqft. We flatt- 
ed feveral Hares as we went along, and the Grey- 
hounds of our Ambafl^dor caught two Rear the PlacQ 

vherq 
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where we encamp'd. There Were alfo on the Bank 
of this Brook feveral wild Gcefe, which the Cbtnefe 
call Hoangyia, that is yellow Ducks, becaufc part 
of their Feathers are yellow. We frequently found 
them upon the Banks of the Brooks we pafs'd, and 
the Ambaffadors Huntfmen had at different times (hot 
leveral of them. * The Weather was all day very 
fair and mild, a ftrong South-Weft Wind moderating 
the great heat of the Sun, and raifing Clouds which 
cover'd the Sky from Noon to Evening ; there was 
no Rain, but fome Claps of Thunder. Juft as it was . 
Night it began to rain with a ftrong North Wind, 
and fo continued almoft the whole Night. 

The 21ft we went eighty Lys, about fifty to'the 
North, and thirty to the North- Weft, the Country 
we crofs'd being an entire Defart without Tree, 
Houfe, or Culture ; the greatcft part of the Soil was 
dry and fandy ; we ftarted a great number of Hares, 
but out of more than thirty that I faw there were but 
four killed, which was with the Bow ; the Grey- 
hounds of Kim kieou being fo very flow, that they 
cou'd not catch even thofe that were wounded ; we 
law alfo a pretty large number of Partridges, and thofe 
yellow wild Geefe, which are upon the Banks of the 
Brooks. 

The whole Country is uneven, having here and 
there fome fmall Hills but no Mountains. We en- 
camp'd by the fide of a Brook, and wete hardly got 
there, but one of the petty Kings of the Country 
call'd Regulos, and who are ^x % ^yitzx\t& to the Empe- 
ror of China , came with his Son to make a vifit and 
pay his compliments to Kiou kieou. He had no more 
than ten or twelve Perfons m his Retinue, and I did 
not fee above one who look'd tolerably, who was 
cloth'd in Silk, all the reft of them being miferable 
Obje&s. The Regulo difmounted at a good diftance 
from the Place where Kiou kieou was, and mounted 
again at the fame Place ; the Vifit was but fliort, 

and 
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and' Kiou kieou waited upon him only juft without hk 
Tent. The Regulp went afterwards to the Eail, to 
find out So fan laoye who was about thirty or forty Lys 
from us. 

It was very fair and mild all Day, the Clouds with 
which the Sky was overcaft in the Morning broke 
away about eight or nine, and a North- Weft Wind, 
which blew very frefli, continuing all Day, prevented 
the heat being troublefome. 

The 2 2d we refted to wait for part of our People, 
who were left behind to look after the Horfcs that 
had been loft in the Night. The fame Mongous Prince 
who came to wait upon Kiou kieou the Day before, 
came this day to vifit him in his Tent, and brought 
him a Prefent of Provifions of Beef, Mutton, and 
Milk, all of it in leather Bags, which were ^either 
tann'd nor drefs'd, but only dried in the Sun. Nothing 
cou'd be more difagreeable than this Meat : However 
this Repaft wasferv'd up in the Evening, not indeed 
to Kiou kieous's own Table, but to that of his Servants, 
who together with the Mongous eat very chearfally of 
this half-drcft Meat, without Bread, Rice, or Salt ; 
tho* perhaps it had been faked before. The Prince 
had no greater Retinue than the Day before, and he 
was receivM after the fame manner without much Ce- 
remony. 

I took an opportunity to inform my felf of the 
Power and Riches ofthofe petty Kings, Kiou kieou 
told me, that this, and moft part of them who are 
Tributaries to the Emperor of China, cou'd not have 
much more than two or three thoufand Subje&s, feat-, 
ter*d here and there upon thofc Defarts* four or five 
Families in one place, andfeven or eight in another,^, 
that the Riches of one of them confifted m three 
hundred Horfe, with Oxen, Cows and Sheep in pro- 
portion 5 and efpecially. in the five thoufand Taels 
which the Emperor gave them every Year. He fur- 
ther told us, that thofc Princes were not ftyPd Regulo,- 
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till fince the time that they became Vafials of the Em- 
peror who had given them that Title ; that befides 
they were fubjeft to this Imperial Family of the 
Eaftern Tartars before they had conquer'd the Empire 
of China, and whilft they were only Matters of the 
Province of Leaotong. He moreover told us, that 
thefe Mongous were difpers'd the whole length of the 
great Wall from the Province of Leaotong quite to 
that of Cbenfi. On the North are thefirft Kalkas,whofe 
Sovereign bears the Title of Emperor, and who has 
under him many other Tartar Princes who are only 
meer Shepherds,then more towards the Weft the King- 
of Eluth, and to the South- Weft Thibet. 

It was cloudy all day, and rain'd by fits from 
Noon until the Evening, and part of the Night ; it 
was fo cold, that the greater number of our People 
put on their Furs as in the Winter: The rcafon 
why the cold is fo great and the Country unculti- 
vated throughout all this part of Tartary I take 
to be this, becaufe that thofe Lands are quite full 
of Sulphur, Salt-petre and Sand; and it is, for the 
fame reafon that it is fo very cold at Peking, which 
yet does not exceed 40 Degrees of North La- 
titude. It cannot be faid that this comes from the 
Snows, which are in the Mountains, becaufe in this 
part of Tartary there does not appear any Mountains, 
or Forefts to the North, whence come thofe cold and 
freezing Winds. 

The 23d wetraveU'd abqut fifty Lysalmoftall the 
way to the North- Weft, fometimes a little more to- 
wards the North, through an uneven Country quite 
uncultivated and full of Sand and Sak-petre, but 
without Mountains, unlefs near the Valley where we 
encamp'd, on both fides of which there were fome but 
- not very confiderable ones/ This Valley is watered 
with a Rivulet, the Water of which is very clear, and 
good to drink ; there is likewife very good Pafture, 
the whole Road was but little beaten. A Relation of 
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one of thefc petty Kings came to pay his compli- 
ments to Kiou kieouj who returtfd him no other Civi- 
lity than fending him word that he wou'd be on 
horfeback when he few him at fbrae diftance, and 
ask him how he did, and fo take leave of him. 

We met in the Road fome Mongous Merchants* 
who were going to Quel boa tcbin to fell Camels and 
Horfes. We flatted that Day a great many Hares* 
as well in going out of our Camps in the Morning, 
as in coming near the Place where we encamp'd at 
Noon, fome of which we caught. 

It was very fine and pleafant Weather all Day, 
altho* there fell fome drops of Rain about Noon, 
v and it was very windy, but it did not continue, and 
only ferv'd to refrefh the Air ; for altho* it was very 
cold before the Sun rofc, it became very hot when it 
had been a litde time up. 

The 24th we did not go more than about twenty 
Days to the North, inclining alfo a little to the Eaft, 
on account of waiting a fec6nd time for the Servants 
of the Retinue, who having been oblig*d to flay to 
look for their Horfes had not been able to join us. 
All we did was to get clear of the Plain where we 
had encamp'd, to halt between fome very fmall 
Mountains full of Stones, among which there are 
fome Shrubs and Dwarf-Trees, and to enter upon 
another much larger Plain where we encamp'd upon 
the Bank of a Rivulet, which 1 take to be the fame 
with that of the Day before. We again ftarted about 
that Rivulet a great many Hares, Partridges, and 
yellow Gcefe, and fpme Ducks. We found alfo foipe 
Pheafants Eggs there, of which we made a very deli- 
cious Omelet. The Soil was full of Sand and Salt- 
petre, and not fit to be cultivated, except about the 
Rivulet where there were fome very fat Paftures. It 
was very cold all Night, and in the Morning before 
Sun-rifing, altho* there was no Wind, and the Sky 
very clear and ferenc ; after the Sun was up there 
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Woft aftrong North- weft Wind which kept it very 
temperate. 

The 25th we went about fifty Lys to the North- 
Wtift'; after we had pafs'd the Plain on which we had 
encampM we enter'd upon a Country more uneven 
than any we had met with, being fcarce any thing 
but Hills and Daks : Part of thefe little Hills were fuU 
fcf Broom, and the reft were filled with Stones and 
pieces of Flints and Rocks which ftood out of the 
Ground, and which made the Way difficult and un- 
pleafafcfc. We faw upon thefe Hills fome Deer and 
yellow Goats; we then encampM in a little Plain 
which is quite encompafs'd with thefe Hills, acrofi 
•which there runs a little Brook, whofe Water is not 
very fwift, but is ncverthelefs very good to drink by 
drawing it out of little Pits which were made near 
the Brook, as ufual, that the Water might be the 
clearer and frefher. We took in the Road a fmall 
"She-Kid, which was fo faft afleep that it did not a- 
wake at the Noife our Cavalry made, infomuch that 
it was almoft trod under Feet by the Horfes. Father 
Pereyra, who firft difcovePd it, having fhewn it to 
JfSou kieoU) by whofe fide we march'd, he order'd & 
Servant to alight, who took it in his Hand before it 
awakM ; but it was afterwards let go, becaufe of its 
•being fo Very young, and as foon as it was at liberty It 
Tan away with great Swiftnefe, We faw alfo upon 
the Road fome Hares and Partridges* but not in fo 
great a Quantity as the foregoing Days* 

It was very fine Weather all Day, with a ftrong 
North-weft Wind which moderated >the heat. 

The 26th we traveled eighty Lys to the North* 
north- weft : The Country which we went over wad 
more even, and almoft a continued flat* It is a krge 
'Champian Country as far as one can fee, but alike 
barren and uncultivated, without fo much as a Shrub 
to be fcen : it is almoft ail Sand, ^rradier-a 4*ntty 
Soil, which here and there produces Herbs, but noc 
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enough to feed Cattle upon ; in the Places where the 
Herbs were large and thick there was a great Quan- 
tity of Hares, we having ftarted more than fifty : In 
the moft open Places we found Partridges in great 
number, especially a little before we came at the 
Place where we encamp'd, which was on the fide of a 
Brook that run acrofs a great Plain, which reaches 
almoft out of fight on both fides, except a little to the 
Weft, where fome Mountains appear, but at a great 
diftance. This whole Country is full of the Dung of 
thofe yellow Goats and Deer, five or fix of the latter 
of which we faw : We were inform'd that there was 
in that Country abundance of Wolves, which fol- 
lowed thefe Flocks of yellow Goats. The Carters who 
belong'd to Km kieou^ and who marching foremoft 
had encamped in the Plain, told us that they had 
heard a great many howl in the Night-time : We 
found in the Way the Skins of fome of thefe yellow 
Goats, which probably had been devour'd by the 
Wolves : I faw the Horns of two which were like 
thofe of the Antelopes ; there was not a drop of Water 
in all the Way from the Place whence we came to 
that where we encamp'd. There were, near a Brook, 
five or fix Tents of Kalka * Tartars to. whom the 
Country belongs, and the Appearance of a great 
many of thefe Tartars having encamp'd on the 
fide of this Brook, for the Ground was covcr'd 
with the Dung of their Cattle, and the Hair of 
their Camels. At this Place, ftriftly fpeaking, begins 
the Empire of Kalka, and here the Country of the 
Mongousj fubjedfc to the Emperor, of China ends. 

It was cloudy almoft all Day, very mild, and 
without Wind till Noon ; in the Afternoon there 
arofe an Eaft Wind which fhifted afterwards to the 
South, and from thence to the Weft, which brought 
on a little Rain in the Evening. 

* Tbe beginning of the Empirt of £alka* 

The 
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• The 27th we reach'd eighty Lys, about fifty of 
^hich were fall North, and the reft to the North- 
north-weft : The whole Country we pafs'd over 
was fcarce any thing but loofe Sands, except among 
the little Mountains which we crofs'd after we had 
navell'd about twenty five Lys ; thefe Mountains are 
full of Stones and Rocks, cover'd a little with Earth ; 
they are neither high nor long, and for the moft 
part little more than fmall rifings one upon another. 
We faw again a good many Hares and Partridges, 
and foand likewife near the Plain where we encamp'd 
a little yellow Goat, which was caught by a Grey- 
hound : We were oblig'd to encamp upon thefe loofe 
Sands, where there was fome Grafs which ferv'd for 
Pafture for the Horfes, but there was neither Brook 
nor Spring, fo that we were forc'd to dig Pits in the 
Sand to come at Water : There were a good many of 
them dug that there might be enough Water for 
the Cattle, of which] there was a great number. 

The Weather was very fine all Day, tho* a little 
cloudy for a few Hours ; and there was a continual 
North-north- weft Wind, which cool'd the Air. 

The 28th we reach'd fixty Lys,* the half of which 
was to the North- weft, and the reft to the Weft : The 
whole Cpuhtry continued to be barren and uncultiva- 
ted j there was nothing but Sand every where, btit 
not loofe : We march'd about half the Way between 
little Mountains by difficult By-roads, afterwards we 
entered upon a Plain, which was likewife nothing but 
Sand, and came to encamp at the foot of the Hills 
which bound this Plain : There was no Water there, 
and we were oblig\l as the day before to fink Pits, 
in which we found fome that was very good : We 
met upon the Road a great many Troops of the 
Kalka Tartars, who brought Camels, Horfes and 
Sheep for fale or truck : We gave Tea and Tobacco 
to the value of about fifteen Pence in exchange for a 
Sheep! We faw fome Shrubs between the Moun- 
S 2 tains, 
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tains, but there was not a Tree in the whole Country. 
When we were arriv'd at the Camp, whilft we <were 
waiting for the coming of the Tents we went to reft 
our felves upon a little rifing Ground juft by : I found 
that what ieem'd to be Pieces of Rock upon that 
Eminence was a kind of yellow Sand which (hin'ci 
like Gold : I cou'd not very well tell whether k was 
really Gold or not, but I believe there was fome 
mixM with it, for it fparkled very much ; there was 
Ukewife on this Hill a good deal of Salt-petre. 

It was very hot all the Evening till about four, 
when there arofe a great Storm which overturned one 
of Niou kie<n?% Tents, which he made ufe of as a Hall, 
and mine alio twice together ; after which it blow'd a 
little till Night. 

The 29th we travelled upon the yhole reckoning 
but twenty Lys to the North-weft palling between 
tfaofe litde Mountains at the foot of which we had 
encamp'd : The Valleys whkh are among thofe Hills 
are entirely loofc Sand, and the Road very difficult, 
efpecially for Carriages. We came out afterwards 
upon a great Plain which was all of firm Sand, yet 
had Grafs upon it : We encamp'd near that part of 
this Plain where there had been a Camp of Kalka 
Tartars, and where we found a great many Pits ready 
dug. 

The Weather was variable all Day, fometimes 
cloudy, fometimes fair, with great gufts of Wind and 
fome drops of Rain ; it was a North Wind which 
continued almoft all day, and when it ceas'd it was 
very hot. 

The 30th we reach*d feventy-five Lys, of which 
the firft twenty were full North, the reft to the Northr 
c north- weft along continued Plains, which are iepa- 
rated only by fome little rifing Grounds : It is 
throughout a firm Sand, and in fome Places mixt 
with a little Earth : The whole Country is mod de- 
fart and barren ; for there is not fo much as any good 
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Pafture for the Cattle, and we faw but a fingle Tree 
about forty Lys from whence we fet out : We found 
fome Pits wherein was a Kttle Water, and fome 
Grafs about them : We law alio in this open Country 
feveral herds of Deer, and flocks of Partridges, efpe- 
cially near the Place where we encamp'd, which was 
at the foot of fome fmall Hills that bound tht Plain. 
Here we found a little Water, but neither funning 
nor enough for our Company, tho' it had not been 
very muddy ; fo that they were fore'd to make Pits as 
the foregoing Days, which fijrnifhed Water fufficient 
for us and our Cattle : Kiou kieou himfelf had more 
than five hundred, viz. four hundred Horfes and near . 
an hundred and twenty Camels. 

It was very hot all Day, there having been jfcarce 
a breath of Wind, altho* the Weather was fair. 
Our Servants faw a wild Mule on the Plain, at the 
bottom of which we encamp'd, and we were in- 
formed that there are feveral of them in this Country, 
and in Eaft Tartary : Kiou kieou 9 who has fcen fome 
of them, told us that they are exa&ly like our tame 
Mules, and of the fame Size, but of a ycllowifh Colour, 
and that they are very fwift ; as Father Pereyra and I 
were at a diftance from the Company, I did not fee 
it. 

The firft Day of July we reached fixty-five Lys to the 
North- weft, all along great Plains where are found here 
and there little rifing Grounds: The Country through- 
out was the moft defart and barren, there being nothing 
ajmoft any where but fcorch'd Sands, fometimes firm 
and fometimes loofe, without Tree, Water or Pafture. 
Juft at the going out of our Camp we found a great ' 
deal of thefe rocky Stones and Sand condens'd, full 
of pale yellow and fliining Particles like Gold : We 
faw abundance of Deer in thefe Plains, three of which 
(tar people kilPd, and cou'd have killVJ more if they 
had not been afraid of fatiguing their Horfes too much 
by riding after them. On the fame Plain there is 
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alfo plenty of Partridges, and we faw great flights of 
them, efpecially among the Hills, at the going out 
of which we encamp'd on a fmall Plain, which being 
nothing but Sand made the heat infupportable : Wc 
had no Water, but what we drew out of Pits as the 
foregoing. Day, and it was very good, but as there was 
no Pafturc the Cattle fuflfer'd much. It was very hot 
all' Day, for there was only now and then a little 
Wind : In the Evening we had a great Storm, and 
another towards Midnight, with Rain and Thunder. 
The 2d we travel I'd fixty Lys to the North- 
weft, paffing at firft between thofe little Mountains, 
at the bottom of which we had encamp'd, where we 
faw fome Trees fcattered up and down in the Valleys, 
altho* the Mountains were quite bare, and full of 
Stones and Rocks ; afterwards we came upon ano- 
ther Plain which reach'd further than we cou'd Jee, 
no lefs defart and barren, all of it Sand, part looio 
and part firm : We found at the entrance of 
this' Plain a little (pot fiUM with a kind of Dwarf- 
Trees, whofe Leaves and Branches were very like 
our Belvedores, amongft which we faw the tracks of 
wild Mules ; we found likewife on the Road fome 
Deer and Partridges, but not in fo great a number 
as the other Days. We encamp'd in this fame Plain 
upon the Sands, altho* there was no Pafture for the 
Cattle, which were oblig'd to take up with fome of 
the Leaves of thefe Pwarf- Trees ; it was alfo very 
difficult to find Water, ^nd we could procure but 
very little. 

It was fine Weather all day, a good North- weft 
Wind allaying the heat, which otherwife would have 
been infupportable among thefe Sands. 

The 3d we reach'd forty -five Lys, about forty 

North-north- weft, and the reft North- weft : After 

we bad got clear of the Plain where wc had encamp'd* 

which was ftill about thirty Lys, we paf**d over 

'" fome little Mountains, at the foot of which there were 
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fome Pits ready dug, with fbmc Water in them, and 
here and there Grafs: There were in this Place a 
vaft quantity of Partridges : We then crofs'd ano- 
ther Plain which is almoft fifty Lys long, at the end 
of which we went over a little Hill, and came to 
our Camp in a Bottom which is nothing but Sand, 
like the reft of the Road. As there was no Grafs the 
Cattle were forc'd to browfe upon the Leaves of the 
Dwarf-Trees which I juft now fpoke of: We dug 
three or four foot deep in the Sand before we found 
Water : All this Country which we had traveled 
through is a continued uncultivated Delart, and no- 
thing but burning Sands. 

It was very hot all the Morning, and there arofe a- 
bout Noon a ftrong Weft-fouth-weft Wind which 
cooPd the Air a little, but did not prevent its being 
very hot in the Tent •, about Evening the Wind turn'd 
to the North, and was very violent moft of the Night. 

The 4th we traveled fifty Lys to the North- weft, 
about thirty-five in the fame Plain where we had en* 
camp'd, which is not a Flat, but interfpers'd with little 
Rifings ; the reft in a Valley between fmall Moun- 
tains, where there are fbme Dwarf-Trees, altho' it 
was throughout nothing but Sand, foretimes loofe 
and at other times firm. The Country is alike de- 
fart and uncultivated, without Pafture and Water, 
but we found fome Pits ready dug wherein there was 
Water : We encamp'd juft it the Paffage out of thefe 
Mountains in a Place where all the Water was brackifh, 
for there was a great deal of Salt-petre in this Val- 
ley : They went to look for Water two or three Lys 
further, where they found fome that was tolerable. 
We faw ftill in the way fome Deer and Partridges, 
and were informed that about the Place where we. 
were there were fome Kalka Tartars encamp'd, and 
accordingly there came fome of them with tneir Ca<* 
jnel$ and Horfes to fell them to our people. 

S 4 it 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



36^ The General History of 

It was pretty temperate all Day, being admoi: con- 
tinually cloudy, a fmall Northern Wind Mowing, 
which was very cold in the Morning. 

The 5th we reached forty five Lys to tfa North- Weft *> 
a little after we were go* out of the Camp we foand 
fome Tents of thefe Tartars of Kaika fcatter'd hare 
and there, with their Floeks of Cows, Horfts, Shsep 
and Camels round about them : One cannot imagine 
any thing more miferable * than their Tents* much 
lower, left and poorer than thofe of the Mongms^ 
who are near China : They are Kkewife not fo well 
piade, and more ugly, akho' the Peopk %eak the 
fame Language: Their Children go naked, and as for 
them they have nothing but wretched Coats of 
Cloth lined with Wool ; many have no other Clothes 
than Sheep Skins, neither drefc'd nor curry'd, bat 
pnly dried in the Sun. We kept along a Plain a Hole 
uneven, which fometimes rofe and at other times 
fell, but fcarce perceivably : The Country is 
equally defart and uncultivated, the whole Soil being 
fendy : We encamped on that Plain beyond a little 
rifing Ground, the Defcent of which was alrnoft in, 
fenfible: There was round about this Place a little 
good Grafs here and there in the Sands, which our 
Horfcs eat with greedinefs, altho* it was very dry ^ 
jbut for five or fix days they had not met with lb 
good Forage, and had liv'd only upon, the Leaves of 
Dwarf-Trees ; there was no Water in this Place, 
and we had notice of it beforehand *, we had not let 
forward till two in the Afternoon, that all the Cattle 
might be watered and the whole Retinue dine. It was 
very v fine and temperate the whole Day, a ftrong 
North- weft Wind moderating the Heat, which was 
fenfibly felt in the Tents. 

The 6th we decamp'd about" four in the Morning, 
and reached fifty Lys to the North-north-weft, on. 

— — — — — — — — — M— — — Mil— — ■ ■ I I !—»*— ^— »— ^^^„l t 

* Tip miferable Poverty of the Tartars tf Kalka. 
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defame Ftaiftaftth* Dafr before* whene die Spit Wat 
ftiU die feme: We. encamped beyond a little HijI 
where there was Wa»» and where w<? foiwd that 
feme of our People had been already,, and had dug 
for us, a great many Pits, but did not find any- Foh 
j^e fit fe the Catstl* : WecouMsmkebatikoit£kys 
Jfourueys becatrife our Hbrfes were extremely fatigued, 
feme of them, dyiog every Day of mere Wesrincfe* 
Bather than wan* of Food. 

It being ckmdy, wkh st ftrong Wind at Notfhn 
northrwdfc, made the Morning; very coki* bat be* 
trween Nine and Tea the Wind fhifeed to the North- 
weft, and difpersM ail the Qoudb, fo that the itft of 
the Day was clear and temperate. 

The 7th wc reach'd fwenty Lys, forty to the 
North-weft, and thirty tothcNorth-north-weft: Tha 
whole Country is uneven* and like that of the fore* 
going Days* all uncultivated, barren and fendy, 
without Trees or Pafture* and we met wkh ctaJj* N 
ofe fmall Spring in forty Lys travelling. We en* 
camp'd in a Valky that was ata&oft quite furrounded 
wkh little Hills, beyond which we were informed . 
that there was a Camp of Kalka Tartars: 

It was vary hot from Ei^ht almoft to Eleven* 
when there arofe a ftrong Weft-north-weft< Wind! 
which allay'd the heat, and the reft of the Day was 
mild and calm: We few again a herd of Doer and 
fome Hares: In. the Evening there was a Storm* 
and it rained a great while towards the beginning of 
the Night: Several Lamas and other Tartars of the* 
Country came to vifit Kim kieau. 

The 8th we reach'd eighty Lys, about half to the 
North-north- weft, and the other to the North, in a 
Country intirply Sand, equally defert, uncultivated, 
and uneven, without Trees orPafture. Wecacamp'd 
beyond fome little Mountains, which we winded for 
above four or five Lys, at the entrance of a great 
Plain near a Place where there were twenty-five or 
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thirty Tents of Tartars of the Cbuntry all wretched-' 
ly poor-, we met with fome of them who came to en- 
camp in thefe Mountains, where tKey began to pitch 
their Tents : They lhtker*d themfelves on the North 
fide to avoid the King of Elutbj who had entred their 
Country with a great Army : I could fcarce com- 
prehend how they could feed that number of Camels, 
Horfes, Cows and Sheep which they had # in a 
Country where there feemed not to be any Forage ; 
arid how they themfelves could live in the middle. of 
thefe burning Sands, upon which their Children and 
part of their Women went barefoot : The Children 
nad their Skin half burnt by the Sun ; neverthclcfs 
the Men feem'd vigorous and a&ive : There came 
a great number of them into our Camp to vifit Kiou 
kiiou, :and to carry on their Trade, that is to exchange 
their Cattle for Cloth, Tobacco and Tea. 
, Some of the chief Women of their Clan came to 
prefent Kiou kieou with a quantity of their Tea, which 
was in Veffels not »very neat: The Men likewife 
made him a Prefent of two or three Sheep, for which 
. he ordered them Tobacco, CsV. The Women are mo- 
deftly drefs'd, wearing a Gown which reaches from 
their Neck to their Feet : Their Head-drefs is ridicu- 
lous, being a Bonnet fomewhat like that the Men 
wear ; when one fees their hideous Faces, and the 
Kinglets of curl'd Hair which fair down over their 
Ears, one would take them for downright Furies : 
Moft of thefe Women came into our Camp to drive 
their fmall Trade, exchanging their Cattle for Stuffs, 
Salt, Tobacco and Tea : Our People chang'd moft 
of their Horfes and Camels, which were tir'd and lean, 
for others quite frefh, giving thefe Tartars, fbme- 
thing to boot, who would not take Mony but only 
Stuffs, &c. 

It was very clear all Day but hot, for we had a 
Wind only now and then : Here we met with a Spring 
of good Water, 

The 
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The 9th we continued in our Camp to give thofc 
who were behind us time to come up, and then to 
march to that fide from which our two other Bodies 
came in order to join them, and to deliberate upon 
what was proper for us to do in the prefent Con- 
juncture. 

The King of Elutb, by the Intelligence we had re* 
ceivcd, was enter'd the Country of Kalka^ and the 
Terror of his Arms had put all the tartars to flight; 
The great Lama, Brother to the Emperor of Kalka y 
Was himfelf fled even to the Frontiers of China : This 
News was confirm'd to us after Dinner by fome of ' . •■ 
the Attendants of So fan la oye y whom he had fent to 
Kiou kieou to give him advice of it, and to defire him 
to flay in the Place where he was, if there was fuffi-. 
cicnt Water and Forage for their whole Retinue when 
they ftiould be join'd, or to find him out that they* 
might confult together upon what was to be done : 
He added that he had difpatch'd a Courier to Peking. 
to inform the Emperor of what pafs'd, and defire 
Orders : As there was neither enough of Water nor 
Forage in the Place where we were, and as our Guides 
affur'd us that we muft go feven or eight • Days Jour- 
ney further before we fhould find any, Kiou kieou re- 
folv'd to find out So fan la oye> and without any de- 
lay fent his Servants back: to inform him of it, and 
to defire him to ftay for him : It was very hot all 
Day, there having been but a very little Wind from 
the North- weft ; however there fell fome little Rain in; 
the Evening, but it did not laft long. 

The 10th we went back the fame Road in order 
to pur joining the other Bodies, but we did not fee 
out till One in the Afternoon that all the Cattle might 
be water'd, and all the Retinue have time to dine t 
for it had been refolv'd to encamp that Evening where 
we knew there was no Water : We then reach'd fifty 
Lys, returning the fame Road which we had kept 
fpr two Days p^ft : We went forty Lys to the South- 
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fbuth-eaft, and ten full South, encamping in one of 
the Plains we had pafs*d. Ktou kieou fent one of his 
Attendants, who was a Mmgous, with a Lama for his 
Guide, to get Intelligence, and to find out the Prefi- 
deht of the Tribunal of Lym pha yuen 9 who was 
march'd before, and tq order him to return and join us 
upon the Road. 

- It was extremely hot tiH about Three or Pour, 
when it became overcaft and continued very mild aH 
•fee Evening : I few upon the Road a wild Ox of 
tfartary that was tamed ; it was neither fo high nor fb 
large as the common Ox, its Legs being very fliort, 
amd the Hair Jong, like the Camels,, but much thicker; 
ft was quite black, had a Saddle upon its Back, and: 
a Man led him in a Halter; he walk'd very ftowly 
and very heavily, and had been given, in exchange for 
two Horfcs. 

* The nth we reach'd fixty Lys, thirty full South, 
and thirty to the South-fouth-eaft, keeping all along, 
iapon our return, .the fame Road which we came, and 
encamp'd' near a Spring which we had found in the 
Road, when we joitfd a Detachment of our Body 
which was left behind, and who having had Intelli- 
gence of our Countermarch waited for us here. 

It was very hot all Day, notwithftanding it was 
fer the moft part cloudy, with a continual North-eaft 
Wind : We were oblig'd to make this long Stage, 
ahho* the Horfes and Camels were extremely fatigu'd* 
becaufe there was no Water nearer upon the rout 
that we . mufl: neceffarily take to meet with Sa fan 
laoye : The Country we paifsM was all alike, unlefe 
that there is this way more of die loofe Sands, and 
the Soil altogether barren and incapable of being cul- 
tivated : There are neither Trees nor Buftxes to be 
fcen, and yet there were Deer, Hares, and Partridges, / 
tho' but few in comparifon of what we had feen in 
^ other Places we pafs'd thro' : Where we encamped 
there was not the leaft Forage, but we found fome 

lift 
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Pits already dug, and we dug n*ore, the Water of 
Which was pretty clear and frefh : It was extreme hot 
the greateft part of the Day, but there arofe a lit? 
tie Wind about Two which fliiftcd very often $ and 
there fell fome Rain, but it did not continue atfjr 
time. 

The 13th we marched forty-five Lys to the Eaft, 
bending fometimes a very little to the South, the 
Country being (till all alike : We encamp'd in a lit- 
tle Plain encompafs'd on every fide with rifing 
Grounds, where we found a Camp of Kalka Tartars^ 
who had taken refuge here a few Days before ; it wa* 
a Prince of this Country, no lefs than Brother to thb 
Emperor of Kalka, with his whole Family ; there 
were about thirty Tents wretched enough, even his 
own was not very neat, only a little larger: All the 
other Tents belonged to his Attendants, or rather 
Slaves ; he had fome Flocks of Sheep, and a pretty 
large number of Cows, Ktorfes and Camels ; altho* 
his Train confifted of the meaneft Wretches, he was. 
neverthelefs proud enough not to go tp vifit Ktott. 
hem in Perfon, thinking it fufficient to fend him on* 
of his Attendants, and to acquaint him that as lie 
was the Son of an Emperor he could not give place 
to him, and that he was obliged to keep his Rank : 
Kim kieou did not omit going to fee him in his Tent, 
and to take part of ap Entertainment there which wah 
to all appearance very bad 5 for after the Gafres of the 
Cape of Good Hope, I have not feen a more dirty Na* 
tion than the Tartars. 

This Prince acknowledged ingenuoufly, that the 
Invafion of the King of Elutb intd the Territories 
of Kalka had obliged him to fly with fo much Pre*, 
cipkation, without flopping for feven or eight Days 
together : In the Evening I was inform'd, by one of 
the Tartars of Kalka, who is in the fervice of a Re* 
lation of Kim hew, in what manner they lived in lb 
wretched a Country : He told us that in the Sutfiaaav 
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time their Subfiftence was nothing but Milk, and Tei 
from China 5 and added that they fed upon all forts 
of Milk, as well of Mares and Camels as of Cows 
and Ewes ; and that in the Winter-time, when the 
Cattle did not yield a fufficient quantity of Milk, they 
fed upon Flefli half broiled over a Fire made of the 
dry Dung Of the fame Beads ; it being extremely cold 
in the depth of Winter they never go out of their 
Tents, in the middle of which there is always a great 
Fire : As for their Catde they let them feed at plea- 
fure, and trouble their heads no further about them 
than to get their Milk, or to make choice of fome for 
the Shambles, when they have occafion. 

Thefe Tartars do not leem to be very valiant ; for 
the Caravans of Moorijh Merchants who travel into 
China, when they pafs through their Country pillage 
and carry them off with Impunity, bringing them 
and their Catde to fell at Peking* where they carry on 
a great Trade in this fort of Merchandife: This 
Kalka himfelf, with whom I was difcourfing, was car- 
ried off in this manner by the Moors, and fold at 
Peking. 

The Weather was pretty mild after Dinner, but it 
was very hot in the Morning ; about Three we had a 
gentle Rain. 

The 14th in the Morning the Emperor of Kalka* $ 
Brother fent his Compliments to Kiou kieou by one of 
his Relations, who was likewife a Prince •, he had a 
filken Veft bordered with I know not what kind of 
. Skin, which had a very ordinary appearance, and the 
Veft itfclf was very old and dirty ; he wore a Cap 
lined with Ernliri, which was likewife almoft worn 
out ; he had a red Face and a drowfy Air, and his 
whole Equipage confided of four or five Servants, 
who were all hideous Wretches, and exceeding dirty : 
We did not fet out till Noon that we might give 
our People time to exchange fuch of their Horfes and 
Camels, as were mod fatigued, for frefh ones among 
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the Tartars* who abfolutely refufed Mony, and would 
only take Cloth* Tea, Tobacco and Salt. 

We travelled twenty-eight Lys North-eaft, and had 
a great Rain on our Backs all the way, which differ- 
ed in nothing from the former ; we encamped in a 
Place where there was no Water, but there was a lit- 
tle Forage for our Horfes and Catde* 

We had a ftrong wefterly Wind all the Morning* 
and it rained almoft all the Afternoon. 

The 1 5th we travelPd thirty-eight Lys, twenty of 
which were dire&ed eaftward till we came into a 
Road made by a Company of our People, who had 
palled' that way: We then kept along this Road, 
and went ten Lys to the North, and eight Eaft-north- 
eaft, the Country {till continuing very bad, and as 
defart and uncultivated as the the former, when we 
encamped in a Plain at the Foot of a Rock, where we 
found Pits ready made, probably by that part of our 
Company who had encamped there before. 

It was very cold all the Morning, the Sky being 
overcaft with a North Wind which blew very hard a- * 

bout Eleven ; it rained a little the reft of the Day, and 
blew conftantly very hard from the North-eaft. 

This lame Day the Domeftick, who was fent by 
Kiou kieou when we began to return back, arrived in 
our Camp with a Tartar of this Country whom he 
had taken for a Guide ; he brought a Letter from 
the Prefident of Limfayuen* whom he had met with 
a Day's Journey from the fame Place where we began 
to return back : This Mandarin fent word to Km 
kieou that he waited for him in a Place where there 
was Water and Forage in great plenty •, that as for 
the War between the King of Elutb with that of 
Kalka it did not at all affe<5t them, that neither of 
them were Enemies to the Emperor of China, and 
therefore it ought not to hinder them from advancing 
forward, and proceeding as faft as poffible to the 
Place appointed for the Conferences of Peace ; the 
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Domcftick of ISou Idem added, that So fan la oyc with 
his Train, and Ma la eye wi*h his, continued on their 
Road, by which Kiau kiem underflood that their Rc- 
fokttion of returning bade had been fuddenly taken 
up, and that he had tiffed, and almoft killed his Equi- 
page for no potpofe. 

We found in the Road another Company of KaU 
ka Tartar^ who fled with their whole Families. 

The 1 6th we .travelled forty-fix Lys North- north* 
' weft, the Country ftill continuing very bad ; wc 
met in the Road feveral Companies of >Kalka Tartan 
with their whole Families, Flocks and Herds ; they 
were fo terrified at the Jnvafion of the King of Elutb 
that they knew not what was become of their Em- 
peror, nor their Lama his Brother; they only laid 
that they had both taken to flight. 

We encamped in the moft incommodious Place we 
had yet met with, for there was not only a want of 
Forage, but all the Water was brackHh, and all the 
Sand full of Salt-petre. 

It was very hot about three in the Afternoon, tiH 
there arofe a ftrong North-weft wind, which pon- 
dered the heat mere fupportable the reft of the Day. ! 

The 17th we travelled fifty Lvs, half of which was 
Northward* and the other half North- weft ; the 
Country ftill rite fame, fendy, barren and fcorchedi 
unlefs a little about the Place where we encamped, in 
Which the Forage was fo bad that the Cattle in ano^ 
ther Country would not have touched it, for it was 
nothing but Grafs half withered, without any, Water, 
and as we had been advifed of it we watered the 
Cattle before we began our March. 

The 1 8th we travelled feventy -eight Lys, thirty 
North- north- weft, and the reft direftly Eaft ; we 
found on the Road two fmall Tartarian Camps as 
dirty and hideous as the former ; they had nothing 
but a little ferry Water, tho* they had funk very 
deep Pits : We did not omit to let our Horlcs take 
part of it.* After 
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After We had travelled fifty, Lys we found two 
pretty deep Pits in the middle of a large Plain ; the 
Water was cool but muddy and whitifh, and I was 
difordered with drinking it ; thefe Pits were funk 
in Sand abounding with Mines of Copper and Tin -, 
along all the Road We met with a great number of 
dead Animals, efpecially Horfes ; they probably died 
of Thirfl, there being no other Water but that which 
is got out of vety deep Pits, and in very fmall 
quantities. 

The Country never feemed to me fo wretched and 
barren as it did this Day ; there was nothing to be 
feen on all fides but burning Sands, which heated the » 
Air fo much, by the Reverberation of the Sun-Beams, 
that it was infuppottable, tho* the Wind blew very 
frefh all the Day long: This Wind followed the Sun 
from its rifing to its fetting, turning conftantly to- 
wards the Point where the Sun was ; we encamped 
at the Foot of a Hill where we found good Water 
in Pits about three or four toot deep : There was 
ifi the Neighbourhood a Tartarian Camp like the 
former,- that is to fay a very frightful one. 

Soon after we arrived in out* Camp an Officer, that 
the Kiou kieou had fent (even or eight Days before to 
So fan la oye to defird hihi to wait for him, returned 
in Company with another Officer, and feveral Horfe- 
men, that the latter had fent in his Turn to meet Kiou 
kieou to let him know that he waited for him, that 
he had already joined Ma la oye and his Train, and 
that the Prefident of Lim fa yuen, called Pa la oyf, 
who had fet out firft, was alfo come to join them, 
having returned back about ten or twelve Leagues for 
this purpofe : We learnM at the lame time that we. 
were but a dozen Leagues from the Place where 
So fan la oye was encamp'd, that we there Ihould find 
Forage and Water for all our People, which com- ^ 

forted us a little, and gave us hopes of recovering 
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the extraordinary Fatigue that our Equipage had fuf- 
fered in thefe horrible Defarts. 

The 19th we went eighty- fix Lys, fixty North- 
eaft, . and the reft North •, in the firft half of the 
Road we met here and there with Spots of Ground, 
; % where the Forage was pretty good, but no Water ; 
the Soil continued fandy, and the Country always un- 
equal : After having gone about fcventy Lys we 
met with two fmall Companies of Kalka Tartars , who 
had run away, encamped in a little Valley where they 
had a Pit of very bad Water- ; this obliged us to 
advance about ten Lys farther, where they allured us 
there was Water enough for all our Company ; how- 
ever we difcovered but one Pit, which tailed a lit- 
tle of the Mud, but it was cool ; the Forage about it 
had been confumed by thefe fugitive Tartars, who 
had encamped in the fame Place : We found near the 
Pit a poor fick Woman deprived of all affiftance, 
and not far from thence a great many dead Cattle. 

It was pretty cold all the Morning, and the Sky 
was overcaft till Noon ; there fell a few Drops of 
Rain, and the Wind was wefterly all the Day blow- 
ing very frelh, which did not however hinder the 
Weather from being hot in the Afternoon. 

In the Evening there came other People belonging 
to So fan la oye 9 to give us notice that the Prefident 
of Limfayuen had fent a Mandarin to examine into 
the Roads, and to get Information how Affairs ftood 
in the Place where the Emperor of Kalka and the 
Lama his Brother refide *, that this Mandarin had 
been taken by the Tartars of Elutb, and carried be- 
fore their King ; that the Prince at firft treated the 
Mandarin roughly, forbidding him to fpeak unlefs on 
his Knees, which the Mandarin obftinately refuted, 
telling him he was not his Vaflal, but an Officer of 
the Emperor of China ; that after this Anfwer they 
did not prefs him any farther. 

They 
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They likewifc added, That the King of Elutb had 
demanded to know the Defign that had brought all 
thefe Soldiers into the Country, and if they came to 
the affiftance of the Kalkas ; that the Mandarin re*- 
plied, That at his departure from Peking they had not 
heard the News of his being at War with the Kalkas ; 
that they came only to negotiate a Peace with the 
Mofcovites, and not to meddle with the Affairs of the 
King of Kalka, with whom they had entred into no 
Alliance •, that the King of Elutb, fatisfied with this 
Reply, had given him his Liberty, withal making 
him a Prefent of two hundred Sheep, ten Horfes, and 
a Camel ; this • News was greatly pleafing to Kiou 
kieouj becaufe this War gave him fb much uneafinefs 
that he did not know whether he migh$ fafcly con- 
tinue his Journey : Thefe People likewife informed 
us, that the Report was falfe of the Mofcovites being 
united with the Kinjg of Elutb againft that of Kalka. 

The 20th we went thirty Lys Northward, and 
found a little more Forage fcattered here and there, 
but half withered. So fan la oye 9 Ma la oye y and Pa 
la oye, attended with all their Equipage, came to meet 
Kiou kieou above a League from their Camp ; after the 
ufual Civilities we went and encamped in the lame 
Place, and So fan la oye treated Kiou kieou and his 
Officers in his own Tent in a very handfome and 
elegant manner ; he did P. Pereyra t and my felf the 
Honour to diftinguifh us from the reft of the Man- 
darins, in placing us at a Table by ourfelves near that 
of the four Ambaffadors in the fame Tent : The 
Place where So fan la oye was encamped was called 
Naratte. 

About four in the Morning it rained very hard, 
and there was a ftrong North Wind when we left our 
Camp ; the Wind afterwards veered to the North- 
weft, and continued in that Point the remainder of 
the Day, but the Weather was very fine from fix in 
the Morning till Night. 

T 2 The 



i zed. by ' 



276 Tloe General History of 

The 2 1 ft we did not fth* out of our Camp, becaufe 
. we waited for the Mandarin's return, who was fent to 
the King of Elutb^ and the Emperor's Anfwer who 
had been acquainted with all that had palled : All 
this Day the Wind blew hard from the North-weft, 
but the Weather was other wife very fine : Ma la oye 
made us a Vifit in P. Pereyra's Tent ; in the Evening 
we paid a Vifit to So fan la oye> who gave us a good 
Reception ; he difputed above two Hours concerning 
Religion with P. Pereyra : He, as well as the reft of 
the Mandarins, made their Ignorance fufficiently ap- 
pear, and gave us reafon to judge that they were ' 
entirely taken up with making their Fortunes* and 
thought of little elfe but worldly matters. 

The 2 2d in the Morning two Court Mandarins, 
fent by the Emperor, arrived in our Camp, and 
brought a Difpatch from his Majefty, who, having 
learned that a War was broke out between the Kings 
of Eluth and Kalka, ordered his Ambafiadors to re- 
turn with their whole Train to the Frontiers of Tartary 
which were fubjeft to him, unlefs they had already pafied 
the Territories of Kalka, where his Forces lay ; be- 
fides he commanded them to fend a Letter to the 
Plenipotentiary Ambafiadors of Mofcovy at Salenga, to 
inform them of the reafon of their Retreat, or to in- 
vite them to come to the Frontiers of his Empire, or 
to find out fome other method of holding Confe- 
rences about a Peace. 

According to thefe Orders the four Ambafiadors, 
after holding a Council with the two Envoys from 
his Majefty, refolved to return without delay to the 
Limits of Tartary dependent upon China : They were 
not very uneafy becaufe they weit faved the trouble 
of travelling farther into a Country fo deteftable as 
this. All .the Horfes in their Equipage were extreme- 
ly fatigued, and the neceffary Provifions were want- 
ing to purfue their Journey as far as Selengba y accord- 
ing to the Orders we* had received at our departure 
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from Peking ; there was no hopes left of Refrefliment 
in a Country abandoned by all its Inhabitants ; thi$ 
however had been depended upon, for no doubt was 
made but all forts of Cattle might be bought or ex- 
changed among the Kalkas ; for this reafon every one 
was provided with Cloth, Tea, Tobacco, and Pieces 
of Silk, which are Commodities that thefe People 
are fond of ; but as they were all fled away, and as the 
Eluths plundered and ravaged every thing that came 
to hand, we faw ourfelves deprived of all Succour, 
infomuch that our Sufferings muft have been very 
great if we had been obliged to have proceeded on our 
Journey. 

Our Ambaffadors, before they fet out on their Re- 
turn, wrote a long Letter to the Mofc&vite Ambaffadors, 
which we tranflated into Latin : They went as far 
hack as the Origin of the War, and then entred in- 
to a Detail of their Caufes of Complaint ; the fol- 
lowing is pretty neat the Letter that was a&aally 
fent. 

" Thafe, who inhabit the Confines of the Terri- 
tories fubjedt to the Great Dukes of Mofcovy, have 
enter'd into the Countries of Tacfa and NipcbaU r ' 
belonging to the Emperor our Matter ; they have 
committed fcveral Outrages, plundering, robbing, 
and abufing our Hunters 5 when they had poflfeffed 
themfelves of the Country of Hegunniouma and' 
other Diftridts, feveral Letters were fent from China 
into Mofcovy about it, to which no Anfwer was 
ever made. 

" The Emperor, our Mafter, fent in the Year 1 686 
fome of his People to the Mofcovite Officers, who 
had the Command in thofe Parts, to treat amicably 
with them concerning this matter : But one Alexis y 
Governor of Tacfa^ without regarding the begin- 
ing of the Quarrel, immediately took Arms con- 
trary to all Right and Reafon ; this obliged one of 

T 3 " the 
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u the Emperor's Generals to bcfiege Tacfa y of which 

" he made himfelf Mafter. 

" But his Imperial Majefty, perfuading himfelf 

ic that the Great Dukes of Mofcovy would not ap^ 

cc prove of the Governor's Conduft, ftri£tiy forbid 

" killing any of the Mofcovttes ; befides he command- 

" ed that thofe of the Garrifon, who were willing 

c< to return into their own Country, fliould be fup- 

" plied with all things neceflary for their Journey, 

" and that they fhould conduit to Peking thofe who 

<c were not willing to return, with Promifes of treat- 

" ing them according to their Quality ; infomuch 

c< that tho' there was above a thoufand Mefcovite Sol-. 

*' diers found in Tacfa^ when it was taken, there was 

" not one that received the leaft ill ufage ; on the 

€c contrary thofe who had no Horfes were fupplied 

cc with them, and thofe who were difarmed were 

" provided with Muskets ; thofe who had no Provi*- 

4< fions were furnifhed therewith, and when they were 

cc fent back they were told that our Emperor did not 

" delight in thefe fort of Quarriels, but was defi- 
" fous that all the World might enjoy a pro^ 

c< found Peace, living entirely at reft in their own 

c< Country ; infomuch that Alexis himfelf was fur- 

*' prifed at his Imperial Majefty's Clemency, and 

c< could not refrain from fhedding Tears of Acknow- 

. ** ledgment and Gratitude* 

" Notwithftanding this he returned in the Autumn 

*' of the fame Year into the Strong-hold that we had 

** demolilhed ; not fatisfied with repairing it he way- 

" laid our Hunters, and deprived them of great 

44 numbers of Skins that they were carrying into 

* c China ; nay more, he came with a Company of 

cc Soldiers into the Country called Houmari, and laid 

" an Ambufcade for forty of our People, who had 

" been fent to vifit thefe Parts, whom he attack'd, 

" and carried off one called Kevoutey : This obliged 

" the 
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44 the Generals of our Army to return to Tacfa^ and 
44 befiege it a fecond time, defigning only to feize 
44 this ungrateful and perfidious Alexis, that he might 
44 be punifhed according to his Deferts. 

44 When they were upon the point of taking the 
44 Place, which was reduced to the laft Extremity, 
44 your other Plenipotentiary Ambafladors were fent 
44 to Nicepborus, accompanied with feveral other Per- 
44 fons, to let us know that they came to negotiate a 
44 Peace. His Imperial' Majefty was fo good as 
44 to forbid the fhedding of your Soldiers Blood, even 
44 immediately fending an Interpreter to Nicepborus, 
44 called Ivan, with feveral Attendants, accompanied 
44 with Officers, who had Orders to travel Night and 
44 Day to raife the Siege ofTacfa, while we waited for 
44 your Arrival. 

44 You have fince fent another of your Officers this 
44 very Year, called Stephen, to know in what Place • 
44 we were willing to negotiate a Peace : Our Em- 
44 peror, confidering that you came from a diftant 
46 Place, and confequently mull have undergone great 
44 Hardfhips during fo long and troublefome a Jour- 
44 ney, and praifing at the fame time the pious In* 
4< tention of the Czars your Matters, as was agrce- 
44 able to Reafon, has fent us Orders to go dire&ly 
46 to the River which waters the Territory of Selengba* 
44 where you are .at prefent, and he has commanded 
4C us to do all that lies in our power to fecond the fa- 
44 vourable Intentions of your Matters. 

44 In confequence of our Orders we are come a 
44 great way into the Country of the Kalkas, where 
44 we found a War broke out between the King of 
44 this Nation and that of Elutb ; and as we have 
44 undertaken this Journey, entirely with a defign to 
44 meet you, we have brought but few Soldiers alotfg 
44 with us in purfuance of the Requefl made by 
44 Mr. Stephen your Envoy : However if we fhould 
44 proceed any farther with fo fmall a number of i 
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" Forces, when we fhall have arrived at the PJac© 
" where the Armies of the ftalkas and Eluths are en- 
" camped, one of the contending Parties may fliel- 
<c ter themfelves under pur Protection, $nd tjien it 
" will be no eafy Matter to determine wh^t we 
" ought to do ; and beiide's, as we have no Order 
" from the Emperor our Mailer, with refpeft to the 
" Differences between the Kalkas and Eluths* it will 
" not be prudent in us to meddle at ^11 with their 
" Affairs \ on this account we have taken a Jiefalu- 
" tion of returning to our ptfn Frontiers, and flap- 
<c ping there, and in the mean time h^vp fent you 
" this Exprefs to acquaint you therewith, to the end 
" if you have any Propofitions to make, or anyRe- 
" folution to take in this Matter, you would fend it 
" us in Writing, that if the diftance between us pre- 
c * vents our meeting at prefent, you may acquaint us 
• " at what Time and in what Place we may begin oqr 
" Negotiations •, for we wait for your Anfwer con^ 
" cerning this matter. 

" We have nothing left to do but to inform you 
<c of another Article, namely, that when you fent 
"the Interpreter from Nicepborus and his People, 
" conjoijitly with our Officers, to raife the Siege of 
V ¥<ufa* our Soldiers, when they retired, let Paydun 
" the Governor of the Place know that they aban- 
" doned the Siege, Ipecaufe the great Dukes of 'Mpft 
tc covy had kf\t AJB^ffa^ors %o treat about a Peace, 
44 and they gave notice .that they would not permit 
" them to till the Land about Tacfa^ nor to offer 
" any. Infult to our Hunters, which the Governor 
/* and his ]V$en promised punctually to obferve. 

** One of our pencils has been font with hiy 
" Troops to fee if they Jtept their Word, or wfee- 
" ther they followed the Example of the perfidious 
" Alexis \ if the faid Paydun and his Men, who 
" are not People of any great confideration, have 
" broke their Word \ if they have tilled and fbwn 
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<c the L^nd aboqt .T^, without question our Sol- 
cc diers will take the Crop ; but if this ftiould happen 
'* you are not tp fuppofe that we have altered ourRcr 
" folutjon about the Peace, nor that thefe Soldiers 
'* were fent with Qrcjers to fight. 

« c Thefe are the Reafons which h^ve prevailed up^ 
" on us to write this Letter, which we fend you by 
4< three of our Officers, attended by others of pur 
" Pepple. 

The Subfcription of the -Letter was iq thefe Terms : 

The Envoys of the moft fage Emperor, Grandees of 
his Court ; Songo tou Captain of bis own Guards, and 
Counfellor of State •, Tong que cang, Cong * of the 
higheft Order, Chief of an Imperial Standard, and 
Uncle of his Imperial Majefty ; Arn hi, Prefident of 
the Tribunal for foreign Affairs •, Ma la oye, principal 
Enfign of an Imperial Standard, and the reft, fend this 
Letter to the Ambaffadors and chief Plenipotentiaries of 
their Majefties the Czars tffMqfcavy, Okolnitz, Lieq- 
tenant <?/Brufcoye, Theodore- Alexievez-Golowin, and 
bis Companions. . 

Our Ambaffadors fent, at the fame time, a Memo- 
rial to the Emperor, in which they gave an account 
of their Proceedings, and that in purfuance of his 
Orders they were returning to the Limits of the Em-< 
pire. 

The .23d one of the Court-Mandarins, who had 
brought the Emperor's Orders, fet out Poft in the . 
Morning to carry the Ambaffador's Memorial to his 
Majefty ; in the Evening the three Mandarins, depu- 
ted to go to the Mofcovite Amhafladors, fet out with 
an Equipage of thirty Pcrfons with Orders to return, 
in a Month at fartheft, at a Place where we defigned 
to wait their Return. 

„ ■ , i. ■■■ u ■ » m i». i 

* Cong is the chief Dignity of the Empire, next to that of the . 
Reguloes, and anfwers to our Dukes* 

Th<? 
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The fame Day. the Mandarin who was fent to in- 
quire into the Roads, and who had been flopped by 
the People of the King of Elutb, returned to our 
Camp, and reported that that Prince had fcarcely four 
or five thoufand Horfe along with him ; that he had 
pillaged the Country where the King of Kalka kept 
his Court, and burnt the Pagod of the Grand Lama, 
and all the Tents and other things that he could not 
carry off ; that the reft of his Troops were difperfed 
to ravage the Country on all fides ; that the King of 
Kalka) and the Lama his Brother, withdrew at the 
firft News of the Arrival of the King of Elutb, and 
that they were ignorant what was become of them. 

The 24th we decamp'd in order for our Return, 
keeping the fame Road that So fan la oye Had done be- 
fore, as being lefs incommodious, and the fhorteft of 
the four that had been taken in coming hither ; for 
he found that he had travelled but a hundred and ten 
Leagues from Hon bou botun, that he had never want- 
ed Water where he funk any Pits, and that he had 
eVen met with more Forage than the reft : We went 
this Day fixty Lys South-fouth-eaft, the Country be- 
ing fandy all the way : We encamped near a Spring 
that yielded plenty of Water, but not very good, in- 
fomuch that the Ambafladors fent Men in queft of 
better for their own Tables to a Place at fome diftance, 
where they underftood there was fome. 

It was very hot till Three in the Afternoon, when 
there arofe a moderate North-weft Wind. 

The 25th we travelled feventy-feven Lys almoft 
diredtly South, inclining very little to the Eaft : The 
fecond of the Court-Mandarins, who brought the 
Emperor's Orders, fet out Poft this Morning on his 
Return : The Country we pafled, over was nothing but 
Sand, but pretty fmooth ; we met with Pits ready 
made, the Water whereof was cool, but not very 
gpod. 
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It was extremely hot all the Day, there having been 
but very little, Wind. 

The 26th we travelled fifty-feven Lys South-fouth- 
caft ; the Country was like that we had juft paffedL 
over, but more unequal, for we travelled almoft al- 
ways over Hills and Dales : We faw a great deal of 
Slate, and very fine white Marble, which appeared a- 
bove the Earth ; there was even fome Pieces broke off* 
which was a fufficient Demonftration that there were 
fine Quarries of this Marble \ they funk Pits where they 
found pretty good Water* 

It was very hot all this Day* and in the Evehifig 
there was a great Storm of Hail, and the Hailftoncs 
were as large as Pidgeons Eggs, but not any great 
quantity : This was attended with much Rain, and a 
ftrong Wind, which veered from the South to the 
Eaft, and from the Eaft returned to the Weft. 

The 27th we travelled fixty Lys South- fouth-eaft, 
keeping ftill the fame Road that So fan la oye kept in 
coming ; we found Quarries of Slate and white Mar* 
blc, and encampe4 between Hills where there were 
Pools of Water, and Pits which wanted nothing but 
cleaning ; we faw all along this Road a great many 
Horfes and other Animals lying dead. 

It was fine Weather all the Day, and the Heat was 
pretty moderate. 

The 28th we went fifty Lys dire&ly South, flop- 
ping at a Place where there was Water, which appear- 
ed from the Pits formerly funk ; there were new ones 
digged, whereat we watered our Cattle, and after our 
Equipage had taken fome Refrelhment we went 
twenty Lys acrofs a fpacious Plain, where there was 
pretty good Forage, but no Water : The Country 
was this Day more level and fmooth than the two 
preceding Days, but the fame in every thing elfe. 

This Day, foon after we had left our Camp, . a 
Mandarin, that So fan la oye had fent to the Emperor 
to give him notice of the War between the Kingdoms 
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of Kalka and Elutb, rejoined us, and brought Orders 
from his Majefty, upon which the foqr Ambafladors 
held a Confutation, and refolved to continue their 
Journey as far as the Confines of Tartary fubje<5fc to 
the Emperor, not thinking it poflible to go to the 
Place where the Mqfcovife Ambafladors refided, their 
Equipage being in fuch a bad Condition, and almoft 
all their Jiorfes exceedingly harafled : It was very 
hot all the Day, there being nothing but a Breeze from 
Nofth^eaft, and the Sun being very powerful. 

The 29th we travelled forty Lys South-fouth-eaft, 
almoft always in loofe Sands, where there was a little 
Forage » the Country was flat, and very level ; we 
encamped on the fide of fome Hills full of large 
Bufhcs and Shrubs, the Leaf of which is not unlike 
that of our Belvedcras, but harder, and near a Foijn- 
tain which runs crofs the Plain, about which there was 
a little good Forage i the Water was not very good 
to drink ; this Day I began to find myfelf out of 
order : The Weather was fine all the Day, but pretty 
coolj there being a frefh Breeze from the North- 
weft. 

The 30th we went twenty Lys South-fouth-eaft 
ftill in a Plain, in which we encamp'd near a Spot 
where there was Forage, but no Water : I found my- 
felf very much difordered, with a great diftafte for 
every thing: It was exceeding hot all the Day, 
there being no Wind but a little Breeze in the Even* 
ing. 

The 31ft we travelled thirty-five Lys dire&ly 
South in the fame Plain, which confifts of loofe Sands, 
at the Extremity whereof we encamp'd in a Place 
where there were Pits ready made, and plenty of Wa- 
ter, but very unpleafant to drink : From ten or eleven 
in the Morning, till the Evening, there was a ftrong 
Weft Wind, which droyQ a vaft quantity of Sand 
into our Tents : Whatever Efforts we ufed to Ihut 
ourfelves up the Sand ftill made its way through, , 
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and we were quite coveted with it ; befides this the 
heat was great : I Found myfelf ftill more and more 
out of order, and continued the fame Diet I had ob- 
ferved the two preceding Days, 

The firft of Auguft we travelled thirty Lys South- 
weft, in a Country more unequal than that of two pre- 
ceding Days, but ftill in loofe Sand ; it was very hot 
till Three in the Afternoon that we fet out, when ih- 
ftantly there arofe a great Storm, which kept us Very 
wet during the greateft part of the Road ; the Storm 
began in the South-weft, and pafled from thence to 
the South, and afterwards to the Weft : We encamp'd 
at the foot of fome Hills, where there were Pits and 
Water, but not good. 

It rained dreadfully all the Night, and there was a 
ftrong North Wind the greateft part of the time : I 
took this Day a little Cangis, that is boiled Rice, but 
I found myfelf more diforder'd than before, and I Was 
taken with a great Overflowing of the Gall. 

The ad we continued in the fame Place, and it 
rained conftantly by fits all the Day coming ftill 
from the North : I found myfelf a little better, but 
ftill troubled with the fame Diftemper, and all the En- ' 
deavours that 1 ufed to free myfelf from it were to no 
pufpofe. 

The 3d we went thirty Lys South-wcftj finding 
Forage among the Sands almoft all the way : We en* 
camp'd between two little Hills, where there was 
pretty good Water, and plenty of Forage : In th6 
Evening a Taiki 9 or Prince of the Blood-Royal of 
Kalka, made our Ambafladors a-Vifit; he was not 
kfs frightful than the reft of the Tartars of Kalka $ 
but was fomewhat more neatly drefe'd, having a 
filken Veft embroidered with Silver in fome Places, 
Which did not greatly become him ; however our Am- 
bafladors gave him an honourable Reception, and 
made a handfome Entertainment ; he made them a 
Prefent of fome Cows and- Sheep, and they gave him 
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feveral Pieces of Silk; there were twelve or fifteen 
Perfons in his Train, three or four of whom wore 
Vefts of green Taffety, but all the reft were clad in 
very coarfe Cloth lined with Sheepskins. 

It was very cold all this Day, the Sky being over- 
call a good part of the Morning, when there was a 
ftrong North Wind : I found myfelf more difordered 
this Day than the former. 

The 4th we traveled forty Lys Sbuth-fouth-eaft, 
in a Country much like that of the preceding Days, 
and encamp'd at the foot of a Knot ot fmall Hills, a- 
mong which there was good Water, and Pits ready- 
made, and which only wanted a litde cleanfing. 

It was very cold all this Day, chiefly in the Morn- 
ing, the Sky being overcaft ; the Cold was occafion'd 
by a ftrong North Wind, which blew the whole Day: 
I found myfelf a little better this Day, and began to 
take a litde Nourilhment. 

The 5th we went forty-five Lys nearly South-fouthr 
eaft, in a Country not unlike that of the preceding 
Day, unlefs this might lie confiderably higher ; for 
we went up Hill pretty much, and the contrary but 
little ; our People y/ere buficd in hunting Hares almoft 
all the way, of which this Country is foil ; we flatt- 
ed above fifty, and ope fingle Hound, that was not 
extraordinary good, was able to catch five ; others 
were killed with Arrows : There were likewife Par- 
tridges, and fcarce a Day pafled, fince we returned, 
but we faw feveral Covies. 

We encamp'd in a little Valley furroqnded with 
Hills, where there *was a great Pool of Water occar 
fioncd by the Rains which fell the preceding Days ; 
there was likewife a fmall Spring, and good Water 
in the Pits which were found thereabouts. It was 
pretty cold in the Morning, but became moderately 
warm when the Sun began to be high ; the North 
Wind, which bio wed, preventing the exceeding Heat. 
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The 6th we travelled fifty Lys Eaft-fouth-eaft ; 
the greateft part of the Road was loofe Sand, among 
which there grew pretty high Weeds, from whence 
we ftarted a great number of Hares, infomuch that 
we hunted moft part of the way ; we encamped in 
a Place where we could get but a little Water, and 
that bad. 

About Two the fame Mandarin, who had brought 
the Orders of his Majefty to our Ambafladors, and 
who had carried back their Memorial, arrived in our 
Camp with frefh Orders, which were not made pub- 
lick : All that we knew was that his Majefty intended 
to fet out from Peking the 1 ith of this Month to take . 
the pleafure of hunting in Tartary, and that he was 
to pafs through a Gate of the Great Wall call'd Km 
$e keoU) which lies eaft ward from the Place where we 
dcfigned to encamp the next Day, and wait for the 
Mofcovitcs Anfwer : We knew likewife that he had 
fent a Regulo on the 4th with Troops to Hon hou ho- 
tun to approach the Frontiers of the Kingdom of 
Kalka, and one or two more in other Places, with 
Troops on the fame Frontiers, with a Defign to fee 
what the tendency of the War would be between the 
King of Eluth and that of Kalka. It was very hot 
all this Pay, efpecially in the Afternoon," there being 
but little Wind ftirring, 

The 7th we travelled thirty Lys, five or fix of 
which were toward the South, and the reft South-weft, 
almoft conftantly in loofe Sands, and much more in- 
commodious than what we had met with hitherto, 
becauf? the Horfes funk pretty deep, infomuch that 
they were more tired than if they had gone a great 
Journey: The Weather was pretty moderate in the 
Morning, but after Noon, and in the Evening, it was 
very hot. 

The Grand Lama of Kalka, Brother of the King 
of this Country, fent his People to our Camp to fa- 
Jute the Ambafladors ; he lay but thirty Lys from our 
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Cktflp, attended with about a thoufarid Men, who 
had accompany'd him in his flight. 

The 8 th we went forty Lys Eaft-fouth-eaft ; the 
Country ftill the Tame, and the Sarids lobfe, bat not 
fb difficult to ttaVel in as the Day before j our People 
hUhtfed Hares all the Way$ Which were very nume- 
rous, for they lie among the Weeds which grow in 
the Sirids. 

Ou la oy£, fecdnd Prefident Of the Tribunal for fo- 
reign Affairs, who flayed on the Frontiers of the 
MongouSy fubjedt to the Emperor of China, with Mon- 
gotis Soldiers, came three Leagues to meet our Am- 
bafladors, With a Taiki or Relation of a Mongou Re- 
gtflo ; when we came to the Place where we were to 
fencafnp, which Was exa&ly the Limits of the Mon- 
gous Subje&s of the Empetor and the Kingdom of 
Kalka, he treated the Ambafladors, and almoft all 
their Equipage, in the Tartarian manner, obliging 
us to be likewife at the Feaft, where he did us a 
great deal of Honour, placing us near the Ambaf- 
fadors. 

'this Feaft confided of two Difhes of hafhed Meat 
Very ill drafted, placed in a great Difh in which there 
Was almoft . a whole Sheep cut in feveral Pieces for 
each of the Ambafladors ; and as for the reft one Difh 
ferved for two, the Meat half done, according to the 
Tartarian Cuftom ; this Mutton was ferved up to the 
Ambafladors in Copper-Difties, and to the reft in 
'fmall Troughs like thofe wherein Hogs are fed in 
Europe ; there was likewife Rice, four Mi^k, and 
tvretched Soup, together with fmall Slices of Mutton, 
dnd Tartarian Tea in great plenty. 

This was the Subftance of the Feaft which the Tar- 
tars, and particularly the Mongous, as likewife the 
Mandarin's Domefticks, who were chiefly Cbinefe, 
fed upon with great Appetites, without leaving any 
thing ; there were no Tables but Matts laid on the 
Sand under a Tent ; thefe Matts ferved at the fame 
time for Tablecloth and Napkins. The 
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The Taiki was one of the Guefts, and performed 
his Duty perfectly well ; he ferved up the Tea which 
was brought in a great Copper- Jug, but it was not 
fo good by much as that of the fccond Prefident's ; 
there was likewife a fort of Wine, which was fb 
very bad that none but the Monffms durfl: venture 
to tafte it. K 

After the Repaft the Ambafladors difpatch'd three 
or four Mongous to go to meet the Mandarins^ who 
were fent to the Mofcovites in order to haften their 
Return : The fame Day I took the Meridian- Altitude 
of the Limits, and found it to be 62 Degrees, 5$ 
Minutes, or 63 Degrees, for I could not determine fo 
near as fivfe Minutes ; from whence it follows that 
the Altitude of the Pole is 43 Degrees, 12 Minutes : 
It was very hot all the Day ; but towards the Even- 
ing a fmatt Weftern Breeze rcfreflied the Air. 

This Day there pafled by a Court-Mandarin, who 
was fent by the Emperor to the King of Elutb to 
know what were his Defigns in undertaking this 
War ; and in the mean time his Majefty g&ve Or- 
ders to all the Mongous Reguloes his Subjects, from 
the Province of Leao tong y as far as the end of the s 
Great Wall, to put themfelves in Arms, to aflemble 
their Men, and every one to encamp on the Fron- 
tiers of their Territories •, and he himfelf fent Regu- 
loes of his own Equipage with Troops to encamp 
on this fide the principal Pafles of the Mountains, on 
the fide of which the Great Wall is placed, that they 
might be ready to put a ftop to the Enterprizes of the 
King of Elutb j if he had any defign of advancing to- 
wards China. 

The 9th we continued in our Camp, and I took 
the Meridian Altitude of the Sun, which I found to 
be 62 Degrees, 40 Minutes, or very near, and con- 
fequcntly the Altitude of the Pole is 42 Degrees 51 
Minutes : The Sky was overcaft one part of the Morn- 
ing, and it was pretty cold all the Day, the Weft 
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Wind, blowing pretty frefh, and in the Evening it 
rained hard. 

The 10th we continued in the fame Place; the 
Sky was overcaft almoft all the Day with a pretty 
ftrong North- weft Wind ; we received this Day News 
from the Fathers at Peking^ which gave us great ia- 
tisfa&ion. 

The 1 ith we ftill continued in the fame Camp : 
The four great Officers lent the fecond Prefident of 
the Tribunal for Foreign Affairs with Compliments 
to the great Lama of Kalka, who was but fix or feven 
Leagues diftant ; one of thefe two Lamas of Hou 
hou botun, whom the Weftern 'Tartars adore as a Be- 
ing of fuperior Rank, arrived in our Camp ; he was 
going to fee the grand Lama of Kalka, whom all 
the Mongous Lamas reverence a$ their Superior, ac- 
knowledging him for their Chief Lama next to that 
of Thibet* who is their Sovereign Pontiff. 

As foon as this pretended Deity arrived our princi- 
pal Officers did not fail of paying him a Vifit ; as we 
did not bear them Company I cannot fay whether they 
adored them as I had feen them do at Hou hou hotun y 
or how they were received : All this Day there was a 
ftrong Weft Wind, and the Weather was gloomy by 
Intervals, but there fell but little Rain. 

The 1 2th in the Morning our great Officers went 
to accompany the Lama, who fet out to go to the 
Place where the great Lama refided, tho* this Idol 
was not come out of his Tent, nor had fo much as 
fent them any Compliments : After his Departure 
they went a hunting Hares, with an Equipage of 
three or four hundred Men \ we followed them, and 
had the pleafure to fee one hundred and fifty-feven 
killed or taken in lefs than three Hours, in thr6e 
Rings that were made by our People on foot with 
Bows and Arrows in their Hands ; there were none 
but the Ambafladors, and fome of the principal Of- 
ficers on horfeback, who rode about within the 
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Ring, fhooting Arrows at. the Hares that were in- 
clofed. 

They firft made a pretty large Ring, and the 
Shooters flood fome Paces one from another ; then 
they advanced toward the Centre, and contradted the 
Ring by little and little that none of the Hares, which 
were inclofed, might efcape 5 without the firft Ring 
feveral Servants were placed, fome with large Clubs, 
others with Dogs, and fome few with Guns or Mus- 
kets : This Hunting was made in the loofe Sands, 
where there were large Tufts of a Plant of which 
the Figure and Leaf are not unlike our Belvecjpras, 
tho* they are neither fo beautiful, nor fo agreeable to 
the fight. 

This; Hunting is diverting enough ; one fees the poor 
Animals run here and there round the Ring to find a 
paflage out, and afterwards attempt to crofs, not 
only a fhower of Arrows, which are fhot at them 
when they are within reach, but even between 
Peoples Legs, infbmuch that fometimes they kick 
them over and over with their Feet : Others are feen 
to run along with Arrows through their Bodies, and 
others on three Legs, having one broke to pieces. 

While we were diverting our felves with this kind 
of Hunting, the Prefideht of the. Tribunal for Fo- 
reign Affairs, who ftay'd behind in the Camp, be- 
caufe he had been difordeifd two or three Days, fent 
notice to the other Head Officers that he had juft 
received an Order from the Emperor, which obliged 
him without delay to go and Yneet his Majefly in the 
Place where he defigned to hunt : This put an end 
to our Hunting, becaule the three Principals return'd 
to the Camp to confer with the Prefident before his 
Peparture : In the Evening he fet forward, tho* he 
was not well recovered from his Diforder ; but the 
Emperor is fb dreaded by the Mandarins, that they 
muft be very fick indeed if they dare delay his Orders 
ever fo fhort a time. 

U 2 The 
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The Wind blew pretty frefh from the Weft thd 
whole Day, which render*d the heat very mode* 
rate. 

The 13th we ftill remaitfd in our Camp ; it was 
extremely hot all Day except in the Evening, when 
we had a fmall Breeze from the Eaft ; almoft all the 
remainder of the Soldiers, and Officers of the Amba£ 
fador's Train, arrived this Day : They follow'd each 
other in fmall Companies for the conveniency of 
Watering the better. 

The 14th about three in the Evening we broke up 
bur Camp, and fet forward towards the South-eaft, 
that we might be nearer the Emperor's hunting Place 
while we waited for the Mofcovites Anfwer, and his 
Majefty's Orders, becaufe, in the Place where our 
Camp was, the Forage already fell fliort, and there 
was no other but Pit- water, which our People were 
forced to dig for. 

t We travell'd this Day no more than fifteen Lys 
Eaft-fouth-eaft : Our People hunted Hares, of which 
this Country is full all the way, and kill'd great 
numbers ; we were ftill among loofe Sands, and yec 
there was pretty good Forage in the Neighbourhood, 
of the Place where we encamp'd, and the Water 
was likewife pretty good in the Pits which were 
funk. 

The Weather was temperate all this Day, which 
was owing to a brisk Wefterly Wind. 

This Day I was again affe&ed with a ftronger 
Naufea than ever, which was occafion'd by eating 
fome wretched Soup contrary to my Inclination, for 
want of fomcthing elfe that might help me to get 
down a little Rice: A Fever likewife feiz'd me on 
the Road, and continued the reft of the Day and all 
the Night, but the Paroxyfm was not violent. 

The 15th we travelled thirty five Lys Eaftward, 
ftill hunting Hares among the loofe Sands, of which 
there was a prodigious quantity : We likewife faw 
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Partridges and Deer : We encamp'd in a Plain where 
there was no Water, for which reafon they had 
taken care to water their Beafts before they fet out ; 
but to make amends for this Defeft there was plenty 
of good Forage ; my Fever ftill continu'd all the 
Day, and I found my felf worfc than I had been 
fince the beginning of the Journey : In the Evening 
I took a little Treacle with Tea, which agreed with 
me very well; 

It was pretty temperate all this Day, the South 
Wind blowing Very hard, which veered fbmething 
to the Weft ; the Sky was likewife a little ovcrcaf? 
the greateft part of the Day. 

The 1 6th we travelled forty Lys Eaftward, ftilj 
hunting as we had done the preceding Days ; but only 
one part of the Road lay among loofe Sands, in the 
other part the Sand was firm, and yet there was 
neither Tree nor Bufh, but plenty of Hares and 
^Partridges, and a few Deer; we likewife faw tho 
Traces of feveral Flocks of yellow Goats ; thefe laft 
Days we conftantly travelled thro* a large Plain, but 
very unequal, and yet there was neither Mountain nor 
Hill to be feen on any fide. 

In the Morning I found my Fever gone, and was 
much better than on the preceding Day : I continued 
to take a little Treacle with Tea, by which means I 
quite recovered, and travelled four Leagues afterwards 
without taking any thing elfc ; and tho* it was ex^ 
tremely hot I did not perceive my felf at all out of 
Order, 

This Day there came to So fan lao ye feveral Horfes 
loaded with Refrefhments, and cfpecially Fruit from 
Peking : He gave us a Tafte of a Water-Melon* - 
which was but indifferent, but he had Peaches as fine 
and large as any in Europe ; I eat one which was of 
en exquifite Tafte, but it was not altogether ripe. 

The 17th our principal Officers feparatei again, 

5tn4 So fan laoyc fet out early in the Morning with 

V 3 M* 
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Ma lao ye to travel as far in one Day as we defigned 
to do in two, that they might get a Day's Journey be-, 
fore us : We did not fet out till the Evening, and went 
but twenty Lys almoft direftly South ; all the way 
they hunted Hares in the loofe Sands ; we encamped 
in a Place near which there were two fmall Pits, 
which yielded very good Water. * < 

It was very hot all this Day, there being no 
Wind, and the Sun fhining very bright, tho' the Sky 
begun to be overcaft in the Evening. 

I did not find my felf fo well this Day as the pre- 
ceding 5 the Naufea> wherewith I was continually 
affe&ed, was accompanied with a great weaknefs of 
Stomach. 

The 1 8th we decamped at four in the Morning, 
and travelled this Day forty Lys to the South- weft ; 
the Road was like the former, the Sand loofc and full 
pf Hares ; we came and encamped in the fame Place 
where So fan lao je was, who did not fet forward tilj 
the Afternoon. 

It was very cool all this Day, and the Wind was 
at South ; we had feveral Showers in the Afternoon. 

I this Day learn*d that the King of Elutb ad- 
vanced Eaftward with his Army on the fide of the 
Province of Sofan> marching along the fide of a 
River not above ten or twelve Leagues from the 
Place where we now are, and on the Banks of which 
pur Ambafladors refolved to encamp before we re- 
ceived the Emperor's Orders ; I likewife knew that 
his Majefty had fcnt a great number of Soldiers tor 
.wards thefe Frontiers, and that one of the moft 
.powerful Reguloes advanced on that fide at the head 
of ten thoufand Horfe, to be in a condition to oppofe 
the King of Elutb, in cafe he h^d any defign upon 
the Emperor's Dominions. 

There was in the Neighbourhood of our Camp a 
very great plenty of Partridges ; but it muft be ob- 
feryed that thofe of them, which are found among the 

Sands 
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Sands and Defarts of Tartary, tho* they refemble ours 
for Size and Shape, are much inferior in Tafte, and 
our People had fo little efteem for them that they 
would not trouble themfelves to catch them. 

The 19th we decamped about three in the After- 
noon, when we had watered all our IJeafts, becaufe 
we did not expeft to meet with any Water where 
we were going to encamp ; we travelPd forty Lys 
Eaftward ftill in loofe Sands, but full of high Weeds, 
among which there was plenty of Hares that they 
hunted as they went along : A little after we had left 
our Camp we law Clouds of Partridges pals before 
us, more numerous than the great flights of Starlings 
we fee here, there being many Thoufends in a Com- 
pany. 

We had feveral Showers in the- Morning, and the 
Weather was cloudy almoft all the Day, but ex- 
tremely hot and without any Wind : I found my felf 
more out of Order than ufual, but in the Evening 
was greatly reliev'd : The Place where we encamp'd 
was fall of pretty good Forage, tho* it grew in loofe 
Sand. 

The 20th we travelPd eighty Lys, part South- 
call and the reft South/ flopping in the Mid- way in 
a Place where we found two Pits fall of cool Wa- 
ter: We had thoughts of remaining there the reft 
of the Day, but the difficulty of Watering all our 
Beafts, the trouble of finking deep Pits, the want of 
borage, but more efpeciajly the defire of arriving as 
ibon aspofllble at the Place where there were Springs 
of good Water, and where we determined to wait 
for the Mofcovites Anfwer, prevailed upon us to tra- 
vel as much farther as we had already come : In the 
Morning our Journey lay ftill through loofe Sands, 
but in the Afternoon it was almoft all firm Sand* 
cover*d with Grafs fit for Forage -, the Hafes were 
yet in great plenty : We likewife faw.in the Morning 
and Evening large Coveys of Partridges. 

U 4 At 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



296 He General History of 

At length we encamp'd near the Spring I have 
already fpoken of; the Water was very cool and good 
to drink ; it was the cleareft and beft that we met 
with in our whole Journey ; we found So fan lao ye 
encamped upon an Eminence near the Spring with all 
his Train : As for us we encamped in a little Valley, 
which was encompafled with fmall Hills on all (ides, 
except to the North-eaft, where it was level as far as 
we could fee : There was in this Valley, and on the 
declivity of the Hills which furrounded it, very high 
Weeds wherein was plenty of Hares and Partridges. 

At our Arrival an inferior Officer brought Orders 
from the Emperor to So fan laoye^ commanding him to 
fettle Pofts in all the Roads ot Weftcrn Tartary^ that 
his Majefty might be enabled to fend fpeedy Orders 
to all the Reguloes, and other Mandarins who were 
under Arms, and encamped in different Places on the 
Frontiers of the Empire, and likewifeto receive News 
from them. 

It was extremely hot all this Day without any 
Wind, and yet I was better in Health than I had 
been for three Weeks paft : There was dreadful 
Thunder, and a heavy Shower in the Evening. 
/ The 2 1 ft in the Morning there came into our 

Camp a great number of Partridges, the chiefeft 
Part of which were of a particular Kind, and not 
fo good in Tafte as the common fort ; their Flefh 
likewife is of a blacker Colour ; the Cbinefe call them 
Cbaki, that is Sand-Hens, probably becaufe they 
delight in the Sand where there is any Grafs or 
Weeds ; there were fome like ours, but in left quan- 
tity, which came hither in Flocks confiding of fcve- 
ral hundreds to drink at the Spring near which we 
were encamped ; if we had had good Marksmen, or 
good Dogs, we might have had excellent Sport. 

We continued in the £*me Place, and it was pretty 
cool all the Day, the Weather being ahnoft always 

- cloudy 
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"oudy with moderate North- weft Wind ; we ha4 
teewife feveral Showers of Rain. 

The 2 2d we ftill continued in the Fame Place, the 
Weather being pretty cool all the Day, with the fame 
Wind as that of the preceding ; there arrived this 
Day Deputies from the two Reguloes of P ] eking , who 
were encamped twelve or fifteen Leagues from hence \ 
they fent their Compliments to our two Chief Officer* 
to whom th«y were allied. 

This Day going to fee the Phyfician, whom the 
Emperor had fent with us to take care of the fick, 
I told him of the Condition I was in, and defired a 
Medicine to carry off the Bile which opprefled me 
very much ; he ordered me four Imall Dofes inftead 
of one large one, and to prepare it gayc two Pu~ 
gils of five of fix forts of Simples, Roots and Pow- 
ders to make a Dccodion of, whereof I vras ttktakc 
a China Cup-full, that is the yalue of a fmall Glafs 
in the Evening, and as much in the Morning : I took 
it that very Evening j it was pretty bitter, but did 
not give me fo great a Difguft as the European Phy- 
fick, nor did it keep me from fleeping, 

The 23d we ftill continued in our Camp, the; 
Weather being fine and pretty cool, becaufc it blew: 
frefli from the North- weft : I took the Deco&ion a- 
g^in Morning and Evening ; the Effeft it had was an 
increafe of my Naufea, and I found myfelf more. 
Weak and hot than before, 

The 24th we continued ftill where we were, the 
Weather being like that of the Day before, but alitdc 
hotter : I found myfelf much difordercd in the Morn- 
ing, but afterwards a little refreftied. 

The 25th one of the Mandarins, who went to meet 
the Emperor with a Prefident of a Tribunal, return- 
ed hither, and brought Orders from his Majefty, 
injoining all the Mandarins, Horferaen, and o- 
thers in the Train of the four fi gin to return to Pt- 
&*£* except two Ta t pn only, who had Orders to ftay 
,v -' •*' * ; " ' ■" *" '*" in, 
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in the Place where we were till they had received the 
Mofcovites Anfwer. His Majefly exprefly required us 
to ftay likewife in order to tranflate the Anfwer : Thefe 
Orders gave a great deal of Joy to thofe who had 
leave to return, for they were extremely fatigued, 
and almoft all their Equipages were fpoiled. 

It was pretty cool all the Day, the Weather being 
cloudy and the Wind South-weft : I found myfclf much 
better from the Medicine I had taken the Day before. 

The 26th thofe of our People, who had leave to 
return home, decamp'd and fet forward for Peking ; 
we ftaid behind with Kiou kieou. So fan lao ye. Ma lao 
ye> and Ou lao ye. 

The Weather was cloudy and rainy all the Day, 
the Wind being South-weft j I found myfelf confider- 
ably better. 

• The 27th we decamped to advance nearer the Place 
where the Emperor was hunting, and to get frefh Fo- 
rage : We went fifty Lys Eaftward, and towards the 
latter end of the Road a little North, travelling 
conftantly thro' a large Plain a' little more level than 
the preceding ; the Soil was fandy but clofe, and 
yielded Grafs in which there was plenty of Hares * % 
for this Reafon our People hunted as they went along, 
and we likewife raifed feveral Covies of Partridges : 
Our two chief Ambaffadors had Birds of Prey, but 
not fit for Partridges, for they only fent them after 
Larks and other fmall Birds. 

V(c found in the Road feveral fmall Camps of 
Mongousj and the T'ai ki 9 or Mongou-Prince, who 
came to vifit our Ambaffadors the Day that they ar- 
rived on the Limits of the Empire ; they were en- 
camped upon the Road in which we travelled : The 
7ai hi invited us to dinner in his Camp which was but 
fmall, and but poorly furniflied with Flocks : The 
Feaft confifted of Mutton half-boiled, as likewife 
yellow Goats Flefh, which tafted indifferendy well ; 
it only wanted to be a little more boiled, and we 

COuJ4 
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could have wifhed for a little Rice ; they were not at 
all fparing of their Tartarian Tea. 

The Meat was ferved up under a fmall Tent which 
flickered us from the Sun, but was placed upon the 
ground in wretched Copper-Bafons not very dean, 
and the Feaft feemed much better for the Servants than 
their Mailers : The Tent of this Tai ki was not ex- 
tremely neat, and did not differ from thofe of the 
other Mongous but in being larger, and the coarfe 
Stuff that it was made of was not fo black with 
Smoke, nor fo ragged as the reft : Before the Door 
of his Tent a Halberd flood upright by way of Guard, 
on the top of which was a black Tuft of Cows Hair ; 
it is to this Halberd that the Standard of the People 
is fixed, who are commanded by the Tai ki. 

We encamped in a Place where there was neither 
Brook nor Fountain, but we eafily found Water by- 
digging Pits two Foot deep ; the Water was not very 
cool, and the Tafte of it was very bad, but we had 
pretty good Forage in fufficient plenty. 

It was extremely cold in the Morning till about 
feven ; afterwards the Weather was fine, and the Sun 
(hone bright, but it was ftill a litde cool, becaufe it 
blew pretty frefh out of the North all Day long. 

The 28th we continued in our Camp, and we few 
in the Morning a prodigious quantity of Partridges, 
called by the Cbinefe % Cba ki ; we likewife law wild 
Ducks and Geefe on the marfhy Places about our 
Camp. 

The Weather was like that of the preceding Day, 
except that it was more clear and hot, and there was 
but a fmall Breeze from the Eaft ; the Naufea attack- 
ed me afrefh. 

Our Ta gin fet out in the Evening to hunt the yel- 
low Goats with the fai /b', who was encamped pretty 
near us : This latter had fent his People to find this 
fort of Game out, intending to inclofe them in a Cir- 
cle 
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cle during the Night, that our Tagin might have the 
Diverfion of hunting them in the Day-time. 

I this Day learn'd of the fecond Prefident of Lym 
phayuen, that all the Wefftern-Tiirtte rs who were called 
Mongous in their Language, which doubtlefs came 
from the Mogul, and who are fubjeft to the Emperor 
of China, arc governed by twenty-four N Reguloes, who 
occupy all that Part of lartary which lies near the 
Great Wall of China, from the Province of Lea ton? 
as far as the middle of the Province of Chen ft, but 
. does not extend very far beyond the Great Wall : On 
the fide of Hou hou hotun, by which we pafled as we 
returned back, there are not above fifty or fixty 
Leagues from the laft Gate of the Great Wall to the 
Frontiers of the Kingdom of Kalka ; and from the Li- 
mits by which we return, which likewife bound the 
feme Dominions of Kalka, there are but fifty or fixty 
Leagues to the Great Wall in a right Line North and , 
South. 

The fame Perfon informed us that all thefc Mm 
gous are divided into ninety Standards, under which 
the Emperor may oblige them "to aflemble whenever 
he thinks it proper, as he has done on the account of 
the Wars between the Kings of Eluth and Kalka, they 
not being fubjed: either to the one or the other. 

In fhort he added that this 7ai hi, whom we found 
in the Road, was encamped there by the Emperor's 
Order, and that he commanded a thoufand Horfe en- 
camped by Companies on all this Frontier to obferve 
what pafles, and to be ready to aflemble at the firft 
notice. 

The 29th our People returned about Noon from 
hunting, and brought back feveral yellow Goats, ancj 
a Wolf that they had killed in the fame Circle where-. 
in they had inclofed the Goats : \ he Wolf was not 
unlike thofe of France, excepting the Fur which was 
not quite fo long, and was a little more: upon the 
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white •, its Jaws were very wide, and like thofe df a 
Grey-hoiliKL 

Tho* there arei neither Woods nor Bullies in this 
Country, yet there are Wolves which generally follow 
the Herds of yellow Goats on which they feed ; I have 
feen feveral of thefe yellow Goats, and I believe it is 
an Animal peculiar to this Country, for it is neither 
an Antelope, nor Deer, nor Roebuck ; the Males have 
Horns not quite a Foot long, and about an Inch thick 
about the Root j thefe Horns have knots in fevcrai 
places* 

Thefe Goats are of the fize of our Deer, and their 
Hair 4s not unlike theirs ; but their Legs are more, 
long and (lender, fo that they arc exceeding fleet, and 
run a long while before they are tired, there being no 
Dog or Greyhound that can overtake them 5 they re- 
ferable our Sheep about the Head, the Flefh is tender 
and well-Gifted, but the Tartars and Chinefe know not 
how to feafon it : Thefe Animals go in great Herds 
together into defart Plains, where there is neither Tree 
nor Bulh 5 thefe arc the Places they delight in, for 
they are not to be met with in the Woods ; they ne- 
ver run many together abreaft, but one behind ano- 
ther •, they are extremely fearful, and when they per- 
ceive any one they run inccflantly till they are out of 
fight, not leaping but running conftantly in a right 
Line. 

This Day it was very hot, and towards the Even- 
ing the Weather was cloudy, the Wind blowing frefh 
from the South : I did not find myfelf very well all 
this Day, being difordercd at my Stomach, and having 
a continual Naufea. 

The 30th we continued in the. fame Place, the 
Weather being cloudy and rainy in the Morning, and 
in the Afternoon it was very hot, but in the Evening 
the Wind blew pretty hard from the South- eaft. 

The 31ft a Courier, difpatch'd to the Emperor by 
the Mandarin whopi his Majefty had fent to.thc King 

of 
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of Elutb, paffed by our Camp : He went to carry the 
News of the King of Elutb being obliged to return 
fpeedily into his own Country, becaufe he had learn'dl 
that the Mahometan Tartars his Neighbours had made 
an Invafion, and ravaged the Country in the fame 
manner as he had done the Kingdom of Kalka ; this 
Mandarin could not fee him, becaufe he did not arrive 
rill after his Departure, neither could he give us any 
account of our People who had been fent to the Ple- 
nipotentiaries of Mofcovy. 

It was pretty hot all the Morning, but the Wea- 
ther was cloudy from Noon, with a South- weft Wind, 
and Rain one part of the Evening and in the Night. 

The firft and fecond Day of September the Weather 
was cloudy and rainy all the Day, and we did not ftir 
out of our .Camp. 

The 3d So fan loo ye treated the other fa gin, and 
all the Mandarins and Officers, a fmall number of 
whom remained in our Camp ; he invited us thither 
likewife, and he even would cat alone with us at the 
fame Table : Kiou kieou, Ma loo ye, and Ou loo ye 
were ferved at another Table near his own : I never 
faw a Meal lb well drefled fince we began our Jour- 
ney ; ^fter which they went a hunting Hares, and 
killed a great many in a lhort time ; at their Return 
So fan loo ye made us a prefent of four ; he has treated 
us all the Journey with a particular Diftin&ion, and 
on all occafions he has fpoke of us in Terms exprel- 
fing his Efteem, efpecially in the prefence of the moft 
confiderable Mandarins, who knew leaft of us, which 
procured a great many Civilities on their part. 

The Weather was ferene all the Day, with a frelh 
eafterly Wind till towards the Evening, at which 
time a Tcmpeft arofe accompanied with Thunder, 
ftrong Winds and heavy Rain. 

The 4th there paffed by our Camp an Officer of 
the Emperor's Court, who went Poft to carry the 
Compliments of his Majefty to the Grand Lama of 

Kalka, 
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Kalka, bringing back with him the Lama who was 
fent to falute his Majefty on the part of the grand 
Lama of Kalka : This Lama that was fent was a 
Man well fhaped, and had good Features with a 
Complexion naturally as white as the Europeans^ but 
a little tanned by the Sun ; he had alfo a freer Air, 
and a great deal more Wit than any other Kalka I 
had fcen •, he was cloth'd after their manner in a Veft 
of* red Silk, but very old and fullicd with Greafc ; 
for thefe Gentlemen make ufe of no other Napkin to 
wipe their Fingers and Mouth but their own Gar- 
ments : This latter made no difficulty, after he had 
eaten fat Soup, of wiping his Mouth with the Sleeve 
of his Veft. 

It was pretty cool this Day and the following,- 
there being a ftrong South- weft Wind. 

The 6th the Weather was cloudy Jn the Afternoon, 
and became more ferene at Sun^fet ; the Night was 
very cold. 

The 7th there came a Courier from the Emperor, 
who ordered our Tagin to fend Camels loaded with 
Rice to meet the Deputies, who went to carry the 
Letter to the Mofcovite Plenipotentiaries, left they 
fhou'd ftand in need of it upon the Road : This 
Courier likewife reported that his Majefty was gone 
Eaft ward to hunt the Stag, in which he takes a par- 
ticular Pleafure. 

I faw our Servants get Salt near our Tents •, they, 
dug about a Foot deep in the Ground, and found a 
kind of Mine of Salt mixed with Sand 5 to purify ic 
they put the Salt and Sand into a Bafon,, and poured 
in Water upon them, whereupon the Salt n>elt$d and 
the Sand remained at the Bottom ; then they put thi* 
Water into another Veflel to boil it, or let it dry in 
the Sun. They had affured me, feveral Days fince, 
that there was a great deal of Salt to be dug up in 
this manner among the Sands of this Country, and 
that the Mongous gained it after this manner, or much 

' more 
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rilore eafity* in Ponds of Rain- Water, where it is 
amafied at the Bottom, and afterwards dried by the 
heat of the Sun, leaving a Cruft of very pure and 
fine Salt, fometimes to the thkrknefs of two Foot, 
which they cut into fmall Pieces, 

Two or three Mongous brought into the Camp a 
poor Cbinefe Slave belonging to a Mandarin, who 
ftaying behind to bring the tired Horfcs which could 
not get along was loft in the KalkcPs Country ; by 
good luck he met thefe Mongous, whom he informed 
of his Condition as yell as he could, for he did not 
underftand their Language; three Days ago other 
Mongous had brought another, whom they had taken 
out of the Hands of a Tartarian of Kalka ; this lat- 
ter had likewife been taken out of the Hands of ano- 
ther Tartar of Kalka, who had made him his Slave, 
having found him ftrayed from the Body of our 
* People when they went to look after their loft Horfes: 
He had taken all that he had, and even twenty Taels 
that belonged to his Mafter, and likewife ftripp'd him 
of his Clothes. 

Soon after another Tartar of Kalka took from the 
latter every thing that he had, Tents, Flocks, Gar- 
ments, Wife and Children, and even the Cbinefe him- 
felf, who happening to fee fome Mongous-Tartars, 
whom he knew by their Caps,they being like what they 
wear in China, called after them and made them un- 
derftand who he was : They obliged this Kalka to de- 
liver him to them, and to reftore the Mony that he 
bad taken, but not his Clothes, for they were not to 
be met with. 

The Weather was fine all the Day bat very cool, 
which was owing to a ftrong South- weft Wind, 

The 8th in the Morning there came a Courier dis- 
patched by our People, who had been fent to the 
Mofcavite Plenipotentiaries at Selengha : This Courier 
brought a Letter, which informed our Tagin that they 
were already near the Limits of the Empire, and that 

they 
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they ihould fosxt be here with die Mofcovite Plenipo^ 
tentiaries Anfwer,. which they had brought with 
them ; , they immediately fent the fam6 Courier, with 
an inferior. Officer of the Tribunal of Lympbayuen, 
to the Emperor, to give him Advice of this, and to 
receive his Orders* 

The Weather was very fine all the Day ; in the 
Morning before the Sun rofe it was cold, but after- 
wards pretty hot till towards Noon, and in the Even- 
ing cool, becaufe we had a moderate Breeze about 
two out of the Weft. 

In the Evening the Mandarin, fent by the Empe- 
ror to compliment the Grand Lama of Kalka, repaf- 
fcd through our Camp in his Way to his Majefty ; he 
told us, that among other Difcourfe which he had 
with the Lama, he had fpoken of the Religions of 
CUna 9 approving that of the Bonzes who worfhip* 
ped the Idol Fo above the reft ; that he had like- 
wife fpoken of the Chriftian. Religion under the Title 
of the European Religion, and the Law of God 
from Heaven, which is the common Name it is known 
by in China ; but he had fpoken of it with Contempt, 
laying that his Religion acknowledged nothing but 
the Lord of Heaven, excluding Spirits and Spiritual 
Beings, by which he made it appear how little he un^ 
derftood of our Religion ; likewife P. Pereira did 
not forget to difcover his Ignorance in the prdfence 
of our Tagin 9 and the Mandarins of the Palace : 
This Mandarin was ordered, by the Emperor, to make 
the Proftrations or ufual Reverences before the Lama * 
to whom he was fent. 

In the Evening three of the principal Officers, who 
had been fent to the Mofcovite Plenipotentiaries at 
Selengba* arrived in our Camp, having rid Poft about 
forty Leagues from hence, where they had left the 
reft of our People ; and bringing with them the Ple- 
nipotentiaries Anfwer, which was wrote in the Mof- 
covites Language with a Latin Translation, we were 

Vol. IV. X fent 
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lent for to interpret it, and to tranflate it info Cbt- 
nefe, which we did that Night : When the Transla- 
tion was finifli'd we earned it to our fagin, who 
paflcd the remainder of the Night with as in trans- 
lating this Letter out of Cbintfe into the Tartarian 
Language, in order to fend it with all fpeed to the 
Emperor. 

This Letter was well wrote, and full of good 
Scnfe ; it plainly appeared that he who wrote it was 
a prudent Man, and skilful in publick Bufinefs ; for 
replying, in one word, to all the Complaints made by 
the fa gin , he told them that they ought not to be 
amufod with Trifles and renew ancient Quarrels, or 
ftir up new, but to treat ferioufly of the moft ma- 
terial Point, which was to regulate the Limits of the 
two Empires, and to make a Peace and perpetual 
Alliance between the two Nations ; that as for his part 
he was refblved, according to the Orders he had re- 
ceived from the Czars his Matters, to omit nothing 
that might compleat this grand Affair, and procure a 
folid Peace -, and fince they could not meet this Year 
to treat of it in regular Conferences, he would continue 
all the Winter on the Frontiers of the Territory be- 
longing to his Matters ; that however he befought 
them to give him immediate notice in what Place, 
and at what time they were to hold thefc Confe- 
rences ; and that he might know their Intention more 
deadly, and they be acquainted with his, he would 
fend very foon proper Meffengers with Letters upon 
' that Subject, and that he defired them to receive and 
treat thefc Deputies with Honour, as Perfons belong- 
ing to him, and to give them a quick Difpatch, and 
skilful Guides as far as the Frontiers of their Empe- 
ror's Dominions, as likcwife to furnifh them with Pro- 
vifions and neccfiary Carriages. 

The Officers, who brought this Letter, told us 
that the AmbaflTador had the Air of a great Lord, 
that he had treated them well and with Rdpe& ; 

however 
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however they complained of certain Truths' that he 
had told them, and railed agpinft theic Plenipotentia- 
ries and their Train, treating the Mofcovitcs as inferior 
People, and not inftrufted in polite Behaviour and 
jGentility : I make no doubt but the Mofcovites, on 
their fide, diverted themfclyes at the expence of the 
Cbintfc and Tartars. 

It was co}d all this Day tho* the Sky was ferene, 
becaufe there was a ftrong North-weft Wind, which 
lafted till the Evening. 

The 10th the Officers, who came from Stlengba 
the Day before, tho* extremely weary, fet out Poft 
to carry the Afofcovites Anfwer to the Emperor, and 
to give him an Account of what patted at the inters , 
.view. 

The Weather was colder than on the Day before* 
for befides the fame Winds continuing to blow, thp 
Sky was overcaft almoft all the Day, infomuch that 
every body in our Camp put on their Fur Gar*- 
xnents. 

The nth we decamped, apd travelled J2afl 
thirty Lys, our People hunting Hares all the way ; 
the CountryVas ftill fandy, partly loofe and partly 
firm, mixed with a little Earth, the Ground being 
unequal, but without any confidcrable Eminence ; 
there was Forage, but the Water was conftantly bad.. 
The Weather was cold all this Day, tho'. there were 
no Clouds, xhc Wind being like that of the prece- 
ding Day. 

The 1 2th in the Morning we faw in our Camp, 
and round about it, an incredible number of Sand- 
Partridges, of which I have already fpoken. 

It was very cold in the Morning, but as there was 
no Wind all the Day the Weather was temperate from 
eight or nine a Clock till the Evening ; the Sky was 
covered with Clouds all the Afternoon. 

The Cburier, who was fent to the Emperor to 

give him notice of the Return of the Meflengers from 

X 2 the 
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the Mofcv&te Ambafladors, came back to our Camp, 
but without bringing any Orders from his Majefty : 
Our Ta gin were hunting yellow Goats, and killed Se- 
veral. 

The 13th the Weather was doudy and pretty tem- 
perate, without any Wind till Sun-fet, when there a- 
rofe a little Storm, with Thunder, Wind and Rain, 
but not very confiderable ; afterwards it cleared up, 
and there arofe a ftrong South-weft Wind, which con- 
tinued one part of the Night. 

The 14th in the Morning it was very cold, and 
there was a white Froft 5 the Weather was fair all the 
Day, and pretty cold from a South-weft Wind that 
lafted till Sun-fet. 

The 1 5th in the Evening a Courier from the Em- 
peror arrived in our Camp, and brought an Order . 
for us to attend him (peedily in the Place where he 
was hunting, and likewife that So fan loo ye fhould 
come Poft ; probably the Emperor, who greatly- 
loved and efteemed this Lord, was defirous of giving 
him this Mark of Diftinftion and Affedion, becaufe 
So fan loo ye had teftify'd to the Officerof the Em- 
peror's Chamber, who pafled and repafled thro* our 
Camp, as he went to and returned from the Grand Lama 
of Kalka on the part of his Majefty, that he greatly 
wilhed to lee the Stag decoyed, having never been at 
that kind of Hunting, in which the Emperor takes 
fo great pleafure that he fpends whole Days in the Di- 
verfion, and in which this crafty Lord undoubtedly 
defigned to flatter this Paflion. 

The Emperor gave leave to Kiou kieou, Ma lao 
ye 9 and us to come at our leifure, and ordered Ou 
lao ye to ftay in the Place where we were, with other 
Officers of his Tribunal, to have an Eye over the 
Mongous who were encamped on the Frontiers, and 
to take care that the Orders of the Court might be 
publifh'd throughout all this Country. 



The 
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The fame Day fomc of thole who had been depu- 
ted to go to the Mofcovite Ambafiadors, and who could 
not keep pace with the forcmoft, arrived in our 
Camp ; one of the moft confiderable and intelligent a- 
mong them, a near Relation of So fan loo ye r , told me 
that the Climate wherein Selengba is fituated is very 
mild, and very nigh as hot as that of Peking ; that the 
Soil there is very good and rich, that it produces good 
Corn and Forage, that the Waters are wholfom, 
that there are a great many Mountains and plenty of 
Wood, that there is near the City a very large River 
on which the Mofcovitcs have about eighteen or twenty 
Barks, that the Houles at Selengba are made of 
Wood and well built, and that the Mofcovites had ufed 
them well : He judged that from the Place where we 
were encamped to Selengba was about 1500 or 
1590 Lys; that from the Place where they left us, 
when they went to carry the Letter where the King of 
Kalka kept his Court, was 540 or 550 Lys\ that 
they had almoft always travelled diredtly North as 
far as that Place, and likewife from thence to Selengba* 
when they wpre not obliged to take a Circuit round 
the Mountains. 

The Weather was very fine all the Day, and pretty 
hot, there being but little Wind, tho* it blew very 
frefh in the Morning. 

The 1 6th we fet out at Day-break altogether, and 
after having travelled a little time in company with 
So fan loo ye 9 he took Poft-Horfes for himfelf and 
Equipage, and left us behind : We travelled this Day 
a hundred Lys dire&ly Eaft, the. Country ftill landy, 
and generally firm, but barren i We only ftarted a 
large number of Partridges and Hares, and a few 
Quails ; the Faulcons of Kiou kieou took four or five 
of the laft. 

We encamped on loofe Sands oh a fmall Eminence, 
at the bottom of which there was running Water, 
but brackifh, for there was nope fweet to be found, 

X 3 tho' 
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tho* they funk fits in feveral Places * likewife all the 
adjacent Parts, as well as the whole Country we had 
croffed that Day, were full of Salt, arid the Surface 
ef the Sand was intirely white. 

It: was very cool all this Day, tho* the Weather wai 
clear ; but there arofe a moderate Eaft Wind with the 
Sun, which kept the Air conftantly cool. t 

The 17th we travelled eighty Lys ftill dire&ly 
Eaft, purfuing the fame Plain, which was however 
very unequal, and meeting with feveral little Hills : 
We encamped near a fmall Meadow full of good Fo-r 
rage> about which there were feveral Ponds of Water; 
we had not encamped fo agreeably and commodioufly 
for above three Months paft •, the Water was good, but 
not very cool : We ftill fprung large Covies of Sand- 
Partridges, and ftarted Hares as we pafled along the 
Road, taking and killing feveral of the latter \ the 
Faulcoris likewife caught fome Quails, which are very 
like thafc here, and have a delicate Tafte, 

It wai pretty cool all the Morning, but after Noon 
it was more hot ; the Eaft Wind, which had blown all 
the Morning, intirely ceafed about Noon, and the 
Weather was cloudy in the Evening. 
' The 1 8th we travelled a hundred Lys to theSouth- 
eaft ; the Country we pafled thro* being a little more 
agreeable than the preceding : We faw Hills here and 
there, and large Pools of Water generally brackifh, 
and full of Salt-pietre * the Soil began to mend, for 
the Sand was mixed with Earth, and produced very 
high Grafs in feveral Places : We likewife faw feveral 
fmall Camps of the Mongous, and found on the Road 
fmall Spots of cultivated Land, from which the Tarr 
tars had taken their' Millet : We no longer met with 
fuch a plenty of Hares, but ftill a great number of 
Partridges and Quails in the Places where the Graft 
Was high •, we were aware of two Trees, which were 
a very great Novelty : The Water was not fit to drink 
in the Place where we encamped. 

In 



Digitized by VjO.OQ IC 



China* Ghinese-Tahtary, &c. 311 

In the Evening a Tboriamba, or Grandee of the 
Emperor's Palace, who was a Mongou, but fettled at 
the Court of Peking^ came to vifit Kiou kitou, and 
invited him to dine the next Day in his Camp, which 
was but twelve or fifteen Lys from hence * he had 
been encamped there but two Months, being fent by 
the Emperor on this Frontier to overlook the Mm* 
gpus of this Country, whom his Majcfty had put un- 
der Arms on account of the Wars between the Kings 
of ElutbimdKalka. 

It rained all the D^y, excejH: toward Sun-fel, when 
the Weather began to clear up.. 

The 19th we travelled fixty Lys to the South-eaft, 
and dined with the Tboriamba ; the Treat was fuch as 
the Tartars ufually give, not very magnificent; it 
confifted of Mutton and a Goofe, but fo ill drefled 
that I could eat but little ; that which I tailed moft 
tolerable was a fort of pickled Pulfe prepared with 
Muftard ; they told me it was the Leaf and Root of 
the Muftard idelf, and Broth made of Mutton-Gravy, 
which they ierved in after Dinner in die manner of 
Tea. 

The Country we crofted through was ftill better 
than the preceding Day 5 the Soil had more Earth 
mixed with the Sand, and the Forage was better ; we 
found likewife feveral Spots of cultivated Land, and 
law here and there fipall Camps of Mongous. 

After having gone twenty-five or thirty Lys we 
pafled over Mountains running from the North*eaft to 
the South- weft, and probably terminating at the 
Mountains on which die great Wall is built : Thefe 
Mountains are partly of Sand, mixed with a little 
Earth, and covered with Qrals, but towards the Top 
are nothing but Stones and bare Rocks, 

After we had paffed them we defcended into a 
large finooth Plain, towards the middle of which we 
Gpcamped near a fmall Camp of Mongous ; " we found 
good Water in their Pits; there were likewife fe«« 

X 4 vera,! 
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vcral Ponds in this Plain, and pknty of very gooci 
Forage. 

• There was a great Fog till eight or nine in the 
Morning, after which the Weather was clear, calm, 
and pretty hot, till towards Two in the Afternoon, 
at which time there arofe a ftrong Weft Wind which 
cleared the Sky, but brought a ifnall Shower whkrh 
did not laft long, the Weather foon becoming as clear 
as before. , 

The 20th we travelled twenty Lys to the South- 
eaft, and forty Eaft-fouth-eaft, after having crofled 
- the reft of the Plain, which is at leaft eighty Lys in 
Diameter, having Mountains on all fides, except tor 
wards the North, where it reaches farther than we 
could fee : Weentred among the Mountains, which al- 
mbft join to each other, there being but fmall Valleys 
between two Chains of thefe Mountains, or fmall 
Plains which are quite furrounded with them ; thefe 
Mountairis are neither large nor high, but terminate 
in a Point ; they are all bare towards the Top, but 
have otherwife good Forage, and are full of fmall 
Shrubs from the middle to the bottom : I there few 
wild Apricots, but very fmall. 
. The Plains and Valleys abound with very good* 
Forage, as likewife with fmall Willow-Trees: The 
Emperor has either taken to himfelf, or given to the 
Tartarian Princes or Grandees of the Court, all the 
Land lying in thefe Parts, and all that which goes 
* very far caft ward among thefe Mountains : There are 
Ckinefe and Mongou Slaves, who take care of their 
Breed of Horfcs and their Flocks in the Portion of 
Land belonging to their Matters. 

i^fter we had gone forty Lys among thefe Moun- 
tains, we encamped near a fmall Camp of Mongous 
who belonged to the King's eldeft Brother, and faw . 
a great number of Breeding-Mares, Stallions, and fe- 
deral Herds of Cattle, which likewife belonged to 
Jiim ; the Emperor beftowed thefe Lands upori him* 

whicfy 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



China, Chinise-Tartary, &c. 313 

which are very good, but not much cultivated, for 
there arc only a few Spots where thefe Tartars plant 
Millet after the Example of the Cbinefe : We found 
very good Water for drinking in the Pits which were 
jnade by the Mongous near their Camp. 

The Weather was very cold in the Morning, die 
Land being covered witn a white Froft ; but the 
Weather was fine the reft of the Day, and not fo 
cold. 

The 21ft we traveled fixty Lys Eaft-fouth-eaft, 
partly among Mountains like thofe of the preceding 
Day, and partly in a large Plain furrounded with 
them ; towards the middle of it runs a Brook, which 
is faid to be a Branch of a great River called Lan bor 
The Plain is barren till we come to the Brook, and 
is nothing but a fort of a Down ; but beyond it, to- 
wards the South-caft, the Soil is very good, efpecially 
near the Mountains * on the farther fide there is great 
plenty of excellent Pafture : There are likewife in 
this Plain feveral fmall Camps of Mongous. 

On the North-weft of the Plain there are two 
Towers built upon an Eminence ; we encamped at the 
end of the Plain, at the Foot of the Mountains near a 
Camp of the Mengotts belonging to the Emperor, and 
who have care of the Flofeks, and Breeding-Mares, who 
feed in this Place. 

It was very cold in the Morning, there being a hard 
white Froft: The Weather was fine the reft of the 
Day, and pretty cool, the Wind blowing from the 
Weft. 

In the Evening they brought us a Basket of fmall 
Fruit like our four Cherries, only they were a little 
more clammy, but are very good to help Digeftion : 
Kiou kieou and Ma laoye had fent for it cxprefly for 
P. Pereira> who found himfelf extremely out of or- 
der, and loathed almoft every thing, infomuch that 
he could fcarce take any Nourilhment ; they imagined 
this Fruit would do him good, as it really did -, for 
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tho' k was half rotten, or almoft dried, yet he eat 
with a good Appetite, and found himfelf much better 
afterwards ; and the next Day I eat fomc likewifc, 
which did me good : When they are full ripe their 
Tafte is very agreeable •, they grow on fmall Plants in 
the Valleys,^ and among the high Grafs at the Foot of 
the Mountains in this Fart of Tartary. 

The 2 2d we went feventy Lys, eight to the South* 
eaft, and the reft in going round feveral Mountains 
from the South-eaft to the North-eaft ; our way lay 
conftantly between Mountains very agreeable to the 
Sight, as well as, the Valleys and little Plains which 
they formed : You might behold in all Places Shrubs* 
Trees, and Bulhes which made variety of little 
Groves ; the Valleys were filled with finall Rofc-bulhes, 
wild Pear-trees, and other Trees; there were a great 
number of Apricot-trees on the declivity of the Moun- 
tains, and we met with Filbert-trees and Alder-trees on 
the Banks of Rivulets, which wind among them* 

In thefc Valleys we found three or four Brooks, one 
pf which paffed through the middle of a large Plain, 
and beyond that was another fomewhat fmaller, with 
excellent Pafture on its Banks : We there faw plenty 
of Goats, Cattle and Sheep, and Tents of the Mon- 
gous in a greater number than we had hitherto fcen : 
They told us that all this Country, with the Herds, 
Flocks, and People belonged to two Prinzes of the 
Blood ; there were in this Camp Chinefe^ and the Cki-> 
neje Slaves, whofe Bufinefi it was to take care of the 
Cattle. 

We encamped a little beyond this laft Plain near 
a fmall Brook, the Water of which was very clear 
and gpod, in a Valley where there were Bulhes 
and Trees here and there, and very good Forage : 
Ma loo ye went and filhed in thefc Brooks which we 
found on the Road, and fent fome fmall Fifli to 
P< Pereira, who eat them with a good Appetite : We 
travelled conftantly in a Road very much beaten. 

It 
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tt was extremely hot from the Morning till two in 
ihte Afternoon, afterwards the Weather was overcaft 
the reft of the Day, and there fell a little Rain, but 
it *did not laft long* 

The 23d we went feventy Lys almoft dire&ly eaft* 
ward, but now and then made a Circuit round the : 
Mountains a little to the North ; the Country was 
much like that of the preceding Day, but we met 
with no Camp nor Habitation of the Mongous: We 
crofled two fmall Rivers in fordable Places, the Water 
was fine and clear j we met with likewile feveral little 
Brooks ; thefe Rivers are faid to proceed from Mount 
Petcba, which lies to the North-eaft ; they run South- 
weft a pretty long while, and then return eaftward, 
and fall into the oriental Sea. 

We ftill kept the great Road which the Emperor 
and his Train had made, when they pafied through 
this Country with a defign to hunt the Stags, after 
they Ifed done with the yellow Goats ; we encamped 
on the fide of the latter of thefe Rivers in a very a- 
greeabk Place, having a Profped of Mountains at a 
great diftance lying South-eaft, South, and South-weft, 
all full of Trees, and a pretty unegual Plain, but 
greatly diverfified with Shrubs and Buihes : The River 
funs through the middle of this Plain, as does likewife 
a large Brook that falls into it. 

The Weather was very temperate all the Day, and 
the Sky was clear in the Morning with an eafterly 
Wind which veered to the South, and then to the 
Weft ; in the Afternoon the Weather was cloudy till 
Night, and it rained and thundered feveral times. 

The 24th we went thirty Lys Eaft-fouth-eatt ; one 
half of the Road was the fame as the- two preceding 
Days 5 after which we defcended into a Paft between 
the Mountains, wherein we travelled the fifteen laft 
Lys : This Pafs is very narrow, and the Road very 
difficult, efpecially for loaded Horfes : There is a Ri- 
vulet which runs at the bottom, the Water of which 

is 
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is very clear and good ; on each fide are very high 
and fteep Mountains generally , covered with Wood 
like a large Fpreft * on the top there are a few Pines ; 
on the declivity grow Filbert-trees, and other Shrubs ; 
there are fome which are half covered with Alder- 
: trees fcattered here and there, and others are nothing 
but naked Rocks near the top, which yield a Profpeft 
agreeable enough. - 

The Pafs turns a little fometimes towards the South, 
and fometimes towards the Weft ; but it generally lies 
Eaft-fouth-eaft, and South-eaft : We encamped in the 
Pais itfelf, fome on the declivity of a Mountain, 
others in the Valley whiqh begins to grow wider at 
the end of fifteen Lys ; in the Night our People hunt- 
ed Stags, of which they law fome, and fhot at them m 
but miffed them : It is faid that there are a great 
number in thefe Mountains; we kept ftill in the 
Road which the Emperor had made in this Country, 
who was there about a Month before. 

It rained one part of the Night, and the next Day 
till Noon, after which it cleared up, and the Weather 
was temperate till Sun-fet ; the Night was very cold. 

The 25th we travelled forty Lys Eaft-fouth-eaft, 
ftill in the fame narrow Paffage, which grows wider 
by little and little : The Brook, which runs^ down 
the Valley, is infenfibly enlarged with the Water of 
fcveral Springs, and other fmall Brooks which flow 
from the Mountains : The Roads are lefs difficult in 
proportion as the Valley grows wider ; it is every 
where full of excellent Forage ; there are plenty of 
wild Role -trees, and of the fmall Shrubs which bear 
the Oulanas ; they are not above a foot and half high, 
and confift of a fmgle Branch which is very full of 
Fruit ; thofe which we met with on the Road were 
ftripped of their Fruit by the People who attended on 
the Emperor % we heard, as we travelled, the Noif$ 
of Stags, fome of which wc faw. 

/ . Soon 
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Soon after we were encamped on one of the Moun- 
tains towards the North, we perceived a Covey of 
the right fort of Partridges, and another of Pheafants; 
we afterwards encamped in a Valley in the fame Pat 
fage, but near half a League wide in this Place, in 
the middle of which a large Rivulet runs very fwiftly: 
The Valley is full of good Forage, and at the foot of 
thefe Mountains we found plenty of Oulana-trees, and 
carried away feveral Loads of the Fruit : I went my 
felf in the Evening and took a. walk on the little. 
Hills, which lie at the foot of the Mountains, where 
there is plenty of thefe Oulanas^ but the greateft part 
of them were withered, or froft-nipp'd. 

It was extremely cold in the Night and Morning* 
&nd there was thick Ice on the ftanding-water in the v 

Valley ; the reft of the Day was pretty temperate ; ie 
rawed in the beginning of the Night. 

The 26th we travelled fifty Lys, thirty to the Eaft- 
fouth-eaft, and twenty to the Eaft, ftill palling along 
the fame Valley ; the Country was more agreeable 
than the preceding Days, the Valley being wider, and 
in fome Places adorned with fo great a number of 
Trees that one would have taken it for an Orchard : 
The Forage was good, efpecially in the Places where 
it was not troden down by the Emperor's March, who 
had made this Road the beginning of the Month : 
Among the Grafs, by' the River-fide, there were , 
plenty of Pheafants j our Td gin with their Atten- 
dants hunted them as they went along, and killed ' 
fome, and the Faulcons of Kiou kieou took a great 
number. 

After we had gone thirty Lys we left this Valley, 
which begpn to contraft itfelf, and went to the North- 
eaft, afcending a high Mountain quite covered with 
Trees, fuch as Oaks, Pines, Alders, Filberts, &c. 
After we were gone down this Mountain, fometimes 
turning to the North, and fometimes to the North- 

eaft^ 
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caft, we entrcd another Valley very much like 
the former, and travelled about fifteen Lys eaft ward : 
Xhis Valley likewife was full of Pheafants. 

From the top of the Mountain which we pafled 
• over, we beheld a Foreft or Labyrinth of the tops of 
Mountains without number, which are like thole I 
mentioned before ; we encamped in a very agreeable 
Place, and full of Forage, near a large Rivulet whicfc 
comes from the South, where there is another Valley. 

The Weather was fine all this Day, and very tem- 
perate, with a South-weft Wind. 

The 27th we travelled near one hundred and thirty 
Lys to overtake the Emperor's Camp ; going fiift 
almoft dire&ly Eaft about eighty Lys, fometimes in- 
clinable a little to the North, fometimes to the South 
to keep along the Valley which every now and then 
winds about the Mountains ; it is at leaft as agreeable 
as the reft, and the Mountains yield ftill a more pleafing 
Profpoft, and are more diverfified with Rocks, on which 
may be feen in feveral Places little Groves, fometimes 
of Pines, fometimes of Alder-trees, and fometimes of 
Oaks, wherewith fome of thefe Mountains are quke 
covered: The whole Valley is watered with laige 
Brooks which defcend from the Mountains, and form 
a little River ; there are likewife many Pheaiaac$,ifl 
all thefe Places ; and. if the Emperor, who has rt* 
ferved this part of fartary for Hunting, would per- 
mit the Country to be cultivated, it would be certauily 
very fruitful. 

After travelling eighty Lys Eaftward we found the 
Valley confiderably enlarged, and it formed a Plain 
above a League in Diameter : We crofled this Plain 
travelling toward the North-eaft, and puffed over the 
River, on the Banks of which we &w a great quan- 
tity of large Pieces of Wood, chiefly Fir proper to 
build with 5 they let it float down this River when k 
is moft'full of Water towards the Sea of Japan* tbea 
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trdhfport it to another River, and guide it within a 
Day's Journey of Peking : This makes Wood for 
building very reafonable, tho* there is a great Con- 
ftmption of it, the Wood-work of the Houfes taking 
up a gpeat quantity. 

Bfefides the conveniency of conveying Wood by* 
Water into the Neighbourhood of Peking, it cofts the 
Merchants nothing but the labour of cutting it, and 
rolling it into the River, which is very near thefe . 
Mountains, the Emperor giving free liberty to all 
Perfons to cut it down. 

After we had crofled this Plain we came into a 
great Road, which tended dire&ly to the Place where 
the Imperial Army lay> we travelled above twenty-* 
five Lys this Road, going to the North or 
North-eaft; we found a great. Number of People 
pafling and repaffing, and among others a Party be- 
longing to the Emperor's Faulconry, with twenty- 
five or thirty Faulcons, each Faulcon was under the 
care of a particular Officer ; we crofled the Imperial ; 
Camp, which took the extent of three Quarters of a 
League in a Valley called Puto: The cRief pait of 
the Camp confifted of Cavalry, compofed of De- ^ 

tachments out of all the Brigades or Standards. 

At the Entrance of the Camp was a Row of Tents, 
which took up the whole breadth of the Valley, and 
was fo clofe that they made a kind of a Wall which 
hindred the Paffage ; only in the middle there was a 
large opening, which ferved inftead of a Gate, and 
was guarded by the Soldiers : Each Brigade encamp- 
ed near one another all in the fame Line, making a 
great Square compofed of Soldiers Tents placed in 
the manner before-mentioned. 

In the middle of the Inclofiire were the Officers 
iTents, and thofe of their Servants, each according to 
his Rank in exaft Order, with their Standards ; on 
each fide there were large openings, which ferved in- 
ftead of Gates 5 on the other fide of the Valley, and 
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in the Neighbourhood of the Camp, the Cattle 
grazed \ there were likewife the Tents of the Sutlers, 
Butchers, fcfr. 

At the end of the long Rank were the Tents be- 
longing to the Grandees of the Court, and to the 
Officers of the Emperor's Houfhold, who took up 
his Quarters in the extremity of the Camp towards 
the North-north-eaft > his Son's Camp was ftill there* 
< but as for himfelf he had decamped that very Morn- 
ing, and was gone into another Valley more commo- 
dious for Stag-hunting, in which he took great De- 
light ; his whole Train confifted but of part of his 
Houfhold, the Grandees of his Court had followed 
him with a fmall Train, and had left the bulk of 
their Equipage in the general Quarters for fear that 
a more numerous Attendance fhould fright away the 
Stags. 

As we did not find his Majefty in the general 
Quarters we took the fame Road that he had done,, 
and went at leaft twenty-five Lys winding about the 
Mountains: At the Foot of thefe Mountains we found 
die Imperial Camp in a narrow Place, where there 
was no Paffage through, and was formed by Moun- 
tains like thofe of which I have fpoken ; there might 
be about a thoufandor twelve hundred Tents in this 
fmall Camp, at the Head of which, in the bottom 
of the Pafikge, were placed his Majefty's Tents, 
which were furrounded with three Inclofures. 

The firft was compofcd of the Tents belonging to 
his Guards, which formed a kind of Wall ; the fc- 
cond Inclofure confifted of fmall Cords fattened to 
N Stakes difpofed Lozenge-wife, not much unlike 

Fifhing-nets ; the third and interior Inclofure was 
made of Hangings of coarfe yellow Cloth. 

This third Inclofure was of a fquare Form, and 
the length of each fide was about fifty Geometrical 
Paces, and fix or feven Foot high ; it had only one 
folding Door, but the other Inclofures had each of 

them 
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them three ; one South, the fecond Eaft, and the 
third Weft. 

Between the firft and fecond Inclofures were placed 
the Kitchens and Tents of his Majefty's inferior 
Officers ; between the fecond and the third there were 
only the Tents of the more neceflary Officers, fuch as < 
the Officers of the Guards, and Gentlemen of ths v' 
Bed-chamber ; in the middle of the third Inclofure 
was placed the Tent wherein the , Emperor lodged ; 
it was of the fame Form as the reft of , the Tartarian 
Tents, that is quite round, and like a great wooden 
Cage : It was covered with Cbinefe Stuffs of a coarfe , 
fort ; the v upper Part was covered with a whitifh 
Cloth, and on the top appeared a kind of Crown, 
embroidered with Gold; this Tent was fomewhat 
handfemfer and larger than the common fort ; there 
were Jikejyife feveral other Tents for fuch of his Chil- 
dren as bore him Company in the Journey : All the 
Qates of the Inclofures had their Guards diftinft 
from the two fides of the Inclofures which formed 
the Palace, ,and within on the North-fide were placed 
the Tents 9f the Grandees of the Court, and the 
Officers of the Crown", each according to his Rank ; 
they conflfted in nothing but fmall Pavilions, be- 
caufe they had left their great Tents in the principal 
Camp, 

The two Princes of the Blood, who had accom- 
panied his Majefty, had diftinft Quarters, near the 
Emperor; they were both Reguloes of the firft 
Rank, the one was his eldeft Brother, and the other * 
was of that Branch of the Imperial . Family , 
which fhould have now reigned, if any regard had < 

been paid to Birth-right. 

When we arrived at the Camp the Emperor was 
not returned from the Foreft where he went to . 
call the Stags early in the Morning ; he is fp delight* 
ed with his Hunting that, he fpends whole Days in 
it, fetting out two Hours before Day, and not 
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returning till t wo Hours after Sun-fet, and fometime$ 
later ; he has his Proyifions brought into the Foreft, 
s*nd they make him a Bed to take a little Reft about 
Noon : He generally goes with few Attendants, and 
thofe Officers of the Court who belong to the Bed- 
chamber, and a few Officers of the Guards, 

As our Tents were not yet arrived we alighted at 
Tchao Iaoy?s Father's Tent, who receiv'd us courte* 
bufly, and with great Signs of Affe&ion : He treated 
us very haridfomly, confidering he was a Tartar : 
After this we took our Horfes again, and went to wait 
his Majefty's return from Hunting •, we met with a 
great Number of Grandees belonging to the Court, 
who likewife waited on horfeback at the Head of the 
Camp : The greateft Part Ihow'd us Refpeft, for 
there were few but who knew us, and the degree of 
Favour his Majefty honourM us with. 

We advanced confiderably farther to join Km kieou 9 
and Ma Iaoye 9 who were gone before, when we faw 
1 the two Princes of the Blood who were to attend 
on his Majefty, accompany*d with none but a 
few of their chief Officers, becaufe the Guards that 
were placed at all the Avenues would let no Body 
pafs by towards the Place where the Emperor was : 
We ftop'd near thefe Princes, and when we were 
alighted we had the Honour to falute them, and 
they receiv'd us in a gracious manner ; The eldeft 
Brother of the Emperor, who has the Tide of the. 
Grand Regub> was a large well-fhap'd Man, affable 
and popular ; he talk'd for fome time very familiarly 
with the Officers of the Emperor's Guard ; his Drefs 
was very plain, as was likewife that of the other 
-Prince call'd Hetouvan : They were both mounted 
on Horfes which made but a poor Appearance, and 
the Harnefs was of the common fort, infomuch that 
they had no outward diftin&ion from the reft of the 
Mandarins. 

In 
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In the Evening one of the Officers of his Majefty's 
Train brought Orders for two Camels to be fent with 
all fpeed to carry the Stags that were killed, which 
made us judge his Majcfty was on his Return ; for 
which Reafon P. Pereira and my felf went to join 
Kiou kieou and Ma laoye, with whom we waited till 
his Majefty appear'd. 

As foon as we perceiv'd,. or rather heard the noifc 
of the HoFfes, which came along with the Emperor, 
for it was very dark, and there were no Flambeaux, 
we alighted, and every one holding his own Horfe by 
the Bridle, we fell upon our Knees by the Road fide ; 
when his Majefty came near us he ftop'd, and ask'd 
who we were : Kiou kieou told him our Names, af- 
ter which he enquir'd after our Health, and ob- 
ligingly added, that he fuppofed we were very much 
fetigued. He ordered us to get upon our Horfes^ and 
follow him, which we accordingly did * there were 
but a hundred Perfons in his Train > one of his Sons 
who was about ten or eleven Years old rode imme- 
diately after him, having, a little Bow and a final! 
Quiver of Arrows ; the Emperor himfclf carried his 
Bow and Quiver at his Girdle. 

Soon after we were got upon our Horfes he called* 
febao laoye> and ordered him ^o tell us, from him, 
that he had heard News of P. Grimaldi, and that 
he could not get a, Paflage through Perfia to go 
from thence by Land into Mofcowy, and that he had 
taken the way to Portugal: When we approached 
near the Camp they came to meet his Majefty with 
Lanthorns ; he entred the Camp, and they brought him 
fomewhat to eat, upon which we retired to the Tent 
ofTcbao laoyt, where we pafled the Night, becaufe. 
our own were not 'arrived. 

The Weather was very fine all the Day, and pretty 
temperate from eight or nine in the Morning ; for be- 
fore that it was exceeding cold, as wdl as all the 
Night, it having frozen verv hard, 
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The 28th we continued in the fame Camp where 
Part of our Baggage arrived, the reft lying ten Leagues 
from their general Quarters with the Bulk of the 
Equipage of Kiou kieou : The Emperor fpent the Day 
as ufuilly in the Woods, and did not return till two 
Hours after Sun-fet. 

It was very fine Weather all this Day, but was not 
quite fo cold Night and Morning as the former. 

The 29th his Majefty fet out as ufual two Hours 
before Day to go a hunting, and ordered that they 
fhould go and encamp in another Vale between the 
Mountains called Sirga taie y a Place very commodi- 
ous for the Sport ; we travelled fifty Lys before wc 
reached it, thirty Eaft-north-eaft, and twenty South- 
fouth-weft, our Road lying through Valleys like the 
former. 

After we had gone the firft thirty Lys we refted 
near an agreeable Fountain, which from its very firft 
Rife forms a large Brook, which is full of fmall Fifh : 
One of our People caught twenty with but a wretched 
Line ; fettingout from thence to go to the Emperor's 
Camp we met the Emperor's cldcft Son, who was 
going to the Woods to call the Stags ; he had but 
twenty-five or thirty Perfons in his Train ; he was 
encamped a fmall diftance from thence, and his Tent 
was very like that of the Emperor ; but it was en- 
compafled only with a fmall Inclofure of fmall Tents. 
A little after we arrived at the Camp we enquired 
after his Majefty's Health, and what his Intentions' 
were relating to the Bufinefs we had been tranfa&ing ; . 
whereupon he fent us word, that having no farther 
occafion for us near his Perfon, and we having already 
been fo long a Journey, he gave us leave to return 
to Peking \ but when the Mofcovitc Plenipotentiaries 
fhould arrive he would then determine what was to be 
done : He then caufcd feveral Queftions to be asked 
as concerning our Journey, and P. Pereira let him 
know that of the fixteen Horfes he was fo good as to. 
•••** ... furnifh 
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fiirriifli us with by the Tribunal of Ping fou feven 
were wanting, which were either dead or loft ; his 
Anfwer was that it was fufficient to render back to 
Ping pott thofe which remained, together with the Ca- 
mels he had furnifhed us with. 
- This Day we dined with Km kieou in the Tent of 
the late Regulo of Canton* s Brother, who was ftrangled 
by a Decree of the .Tribunal of the Reguloes of Pe- 
king on account of* a Rebellion ; the Emperor being * 
convinced that he had no hand in this Revolt al- 
ways had an . efteem for him ; his Name is Tcbang 
gue fou: Thefe two laft Words diftinguifh the Dig- v 
nity of thofe who marry the Daughters of the Chinefe 
Emperors, t 

Thefe Reguloes take place immediately after the 
Princes of the Blood : He of whom I foeak, who is 
very old, married one of the Sifters of the prefent 
Emperor's Father •, his Table was very well furnifhed, ' 
and better than any I had feen amongft the other 
Grandees of the Court, whether Tartars or Chinefe. 
. I was this Day informed by one of the Officers, 
who had been fent by our Arnbaffadors td the Mofco- 
vite Plenipotentiaries, that Selengba was upon the Bank 
of a great River, which was four or five Lys broad, 
and upon which the Mofctruites had pretty large Barks ; 
he told us that this City was inclofed with nothing 
but thick Palifadoes -, that it confifted of two or 
three hundred Houfes all built of Wood ; that the 
Country was very good, and much more temperate' 
than that Part of Tartary where we were, tho* it ky~ 
farther North ; that it was not above one thoufand 
five hundred Lys from the Place where they parted 
from us to Selengba ; that they had conftantly tra* 
veiled northward inclining a little to the Weft ; that 
the Mofcovites had treated them very honourably ; that 
they went two hundred Lys beyond Selengba to a 
fmall Fort where the Plenipotentiaries were ; that the" 
Principal of this Ambafiy, and his two Collcgues, 
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feemed to be Perfons of Quality ; that they had o& 
fered them Prefents of Sable^Skins, Ermine, and ei- 
ther things of the fame nature ; but that they would 
not accept of them, tho* the Mofcwites preffcd them 
very much ; that in fhort they kept them only three 
Days that their Journey might not be delayed con- 
trary to their Inclination. 

The Weather was cloudy all the Day, and it rained 
, almoft continually from Noon till Night; it rained 
alio one part of the Night, during which there was 
v a South-weft Wind. 

The 30th we left the Emperor's Camp after we 
had taken leave of the two Princes of the Blood : 
The fecond of thefe Princes fent one of his Officers in 
the Morning to P. Pereira to enquire after his Health \ 
they both received us very gracioufly, particularly 
Hetou van, who placed us near his own Perfbn, and 
ordered us Tea : He would gladly have talked fome 
time with us, if we had not excufed ourfelves, being 
in hafte to fet out on our Journey. 

We went likewife to take leave of the other Gran- 
dees of the Court, after which we travelled feventy 
Lys, forty almoft dire&ly Weft, and thirty South- 
weft ; we went and encamped ten Lys beyond the 
general Quarters ; for that purpofe crofting the middle 
of the Mountains, which is a much fhorter way than 
that which we came. 

The Weather was cloudy all the Morning till Noon, 
and then it cleared up, but there was a ftrong South- 
weft Wind, which lafted till Night. 

The i ft Day of Oftober we went a hundred and 
ten Lys \ the firft thirty Southward inclining a little 
towards the Weft, the twenty following South-fouth- 
weft, then thirty South-weft, where we left the direft 
Road to vifit a Farm of Kiou kieou^ whither he had 
feat part of our Domeftick's Horfes which we now 
wanted j we therefore turned direftly Weft, and tra- 
velled about tea Lys in a fmall Valley, which is 
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bounded on the one fide with high Mountains, and 
on the other with Hills, interfperfed with Oulanas. 

There are fcveral forts of them, but thofe which 
are of the palcft Red are the beft, and have a Tafte 
very like our fharp Cherries 5 there are others exceed- 
ing fweet, and others more four ; we gathered fome, 
and eat them at difcretion ; afterwards we met with a 
Plantation which we left on the North, and travelled 
ten Lys Southward, afcending and defcending a Moun- 
tain and fcveral little Hills ; then we went ten Lys to 
the South- weft, partly winding along a Valley, and 
partly afcending and defcending the Hills ; after 
which we entred a Plain cultivated throughout be- 
longing to Kiou kieou, as did likewifc the Country 
about it. 

At the end of this Plain is a large Farm-houfe built' 
with Earth and Wood, and thatched with Straw ; 
there was a large Compafs of Mud-walls, furrounded 
with high Pales of Fir-wood to defend the Cattle 
from the Tigers in the Night-time, which are very 
numerous in the Woods growing on the neighbouring 
Mountains. 

We met along all the Road with different Colonies 
of Cbinefe Slaves belonging to the Reguloes, Princes* 
and other Grandees of the Court, to whom the Em- 
peror had given thefc Lands : They are generally well 
cultivated, and very fruitful in Millet, and Horfe- 
beans which their Horfes feed upon ; as it is ex- v 
tremely cold in this Country during the Winter, and 
as the Ground is frozen for eight or nine Months to- 
gether, it will bear neither Wheat nor Rice, and there-, 
fore they fow and gather Millet and Horfe-beans in* 
the three at four Summer Months. 

The Cbinefe have built Houfes of Earth and Wood 
at the foot of thefc Mountains ; their Slavery is much 
more tolerable than that of Peking^ where they are 
conftantly under their Matter's Eyes, for here no 
body difturbs them : Their Bufinefs is only to culti- 
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vate the Land committed to their care, and to feed the 
Animals, that is the Horfes, Cows, Sheep, Hogs,. 
Geefe, Ducks and Fowl, that they may furnifh their 
.Matters, chiefly when they come to hunt with the 
Emperor : They have each of them fmall Gardens, 
which produce Herbs and Pulfe in abundance, and in 
fome there are excellent Water-melons. . 

The fame River, which forms the Brooks fpoken 
of before, runs along the great Valley through which 
the high Road to Peking lies, and is enlarged by the, 
Brooks which run from the neighbouring Mountains j 
this Valley is generally about three Lys in breadth, 
but is greatly contracted in fome Places through whicil 
the Paflagqs are very ftrait, the Rocks on each fide 
being very fteep and craggy, having their tops cover-, 
ed with tall Pines which yield a very agreeable 
Profpeft. 

I can fay, without an Hyperbole, that I never had 
feen fuch beautiful Landskips j the River was almoft 
quite covered with large pieces of Fir- wood floating 
down the Current, of which they make large Rafts, 
and conduct them to Peking ; the Stream is very ra- 
pid almoft every where, and yet winds in fuch a man- 
ner that we forded it fix feveral times in lefs dian half . 
a League ; we faw in all thefe Places a great number 
of Pheafants. 

The Weather was cloudy all the Morning, and 
there was a ftrong South-weft Wind ; in the After- 
noon it cleared up, and in the Evening it was very . 
bright, and without the lead Breath of Wind. 

The 2d we travelled twenty Lys South-fbuth-eaft to 
regain the high Road, which we had left the Day be- 
fore ; the Valley in which we travelled was culti- 
vated aljpoft' throughout, and every now and then we 
lav/ a Farm, and a great number of Horfes at Grafs ; 
we likewife faw there plenty of Pheafants, fome in 
Flocks, and others fcattered here and there ; we pafled ' 
and repafled tht River, and turned down a narrower ' 
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Valley ; after which we entred into a very agreeable 
Plain called Poro botun, which is cultivated through- 
out, and intedperfed with Farms, Hamlets and Vil- 
lages : There are fome of them very large on the 
South-part of the Plain, and they reckon four or five 
Pagods ; the other Villages and Hamlets had at leaft, 
one apiece ; the Houfes are all built with Wood, 
Reeds and Earth, and covered with Thatch, but the. 
Pagods are all, or the greateft part, made of Brick 
and covered with Tiles, with Embellifhments after the 
Cb'mefe manner. 

They fow in this Plain and in the Valleys, from, 
hence as far as the Great WalU abundance of Turky- 
Corn,' Millet, and other fmall Grain ; we faw Flax 
and Hemp grow in feveral Places : This People make 
a fort or fmall Cakes with the Meal of Indian- 
Corn, which they live upon, as likewife a Drink, 
which they call Tcbao mien, by foaking this Corn in 
Water ; they ufc this Drink chiefly in Summer, be- 
caufe it is cooling : The Grandees of the Court them- 
felves drink of it when they are on a Journey, and 
they mix a little Sugar with it, by which means it is 
much more cooling, and has not fo raw a Tafte. 

It was in this Plain of Poro botun that we regained 
the great Road, and we travelled eighty Lys farther 
chiefly towards the South and South- w eft, § but we 
went very much about among the Mountains -, after 
we had palled this Plain we entred a narrow Valley . 
fijrroqnded on each fide with craggy Rocks, which 
formed dreadful Precipices, and yet there were tall 
Fir-trees growing upon them, and other fort of Trees. 

The River, called Tfou bo, winds among the Rocks 
in fuch a manner that we forded it eighteen times in 
lefs than forty Lys, and yet, notwithstanding its wind- 
ing about, its Stream ftill continued to be very fwift. 

The Emperor had ordered the building of feveral 
wretched wooden Bridges, that he and his Train might 
pafs over when the River is fwelled, and not fo eafily 
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forded, as it happens after plentiful Rains; but as 
thefc Bridges are very flight, and flop the Rafts which 
flote with the Current, they either fall to pieces of 
themfelvts, or the Timber-Merchants break them, 
infomuch that in all thefc Paflages we found but one 
that was left (landing. 

We likewife found in thefe narrow Valleys plenty 
jof wild Vines, and tho* the greateft part had been pil- 
laged by Paffengers, yet we were able to gather fede- 
ral Bunches of black Grapes which were ripe, but a 
little four ; we were well fatisficd with them for want 
of a better Fruit, 

After we had pafled the River we entred into a 
large Village, which lies near it, to wait for our 
Hoffcs and Baggage which had taken another Road 
fomewhat farther about, that they might avoid the 
frequent crofling of the River ; as they did not arrive 
till it was late we lodged as well as we could in a 
wretched Inn, where there was neither Bread, Wine, 
nor Meat. 

The Weather wa$ fine and clear all the Day ; it 
was very cold Night and Morning, and the Earth 
was covered with a white Froft ; the reft of the Day 
the Air was pretty temperate ; in the Afternoon there 
was a ftrong South- weft Wind till the Evening : I be- 
lieve that the way we had gone fince we entred Poro 
botun to the South-weft is about fifty Lys, cutting off 
the Circuits that we were obliged to take. 

The jd we travelled ninety Lys, partly to the 
South-fbuth-weft, and partly to the South- weft ; bate- 
ing twenty Lys for the Circuits we were obliged to 
take about the Mountains, I guefs the diftance was 
feventy Lys, thirty to the South-fouth-weft, and forty 
to the South-weft : We crofted over two other Rivers, 
that of Lan bo at the end of thirty Lys, and thirty 
Lys farther that of Tao bo 9 and we forded both : 
They join each other on the Eaft fide of that of 
Tfou bo. 
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The grafceft part of the Mountain?, among which 
our Road lay, are neither fo high nor fo frightful as 
thofe of the preceding Days, ami are not fo full of 
Trees, particularly thofe of die Pine ; we alcended 
and defcended two of them, one immediately after the 
Paffage of Hfou bo, which is very high ; and the other 
not fo high, eighty Lys farther, which we met with 
after we had pafled a large Village called Gan kia 
ton •, we had a defign of fpending the Night in that 
Village, but all the Lodgings were taken up by Peo- 
ple who have the care of the Emperor's Horfcs ; 
this obliged us to crofs the other Mountain, after 
which we came to a fmall Hamlet, and lodged in an 
Inn a little more fpacious than the former, but equally 
wretched and deftitute of all things. 

The Roads which have been made over thefe 
Mountains are commodious enough, becaufe they were 
made by the Emperor's Order, who pafles that way. 
every Year when he goes a hunting, infomuch that 
the Ladies Calafhes pafs with eafe when they .accom- 
pany his Majefty ; we ftill met with wild Vines from 
which we got Bunches of Grapes, and we likewife 
law plenty of Pheafants and wild Pears. 

The Weather was like that of the preceding Day, 
and the fame Wind was predominant. 

The 4th we went twenty Lys, and climbed up a 
Mountain which was not very high above the Hori- 
zon of the Country from whence we came, but the 
Dcfcent was considerably longer, and the Country ftill 
grew lower and lower till we came to Kou pe keou, 
which is one of the Gates of the great Chinefe Wall ; 
infomuch that I make no doubt but the Horizon, at 
the Entrance into China, in this Place is at leaft feven 
or eight hundred Geometrical Paces below the Ho- 
rizon of Gan kia ton, which is but eighty Leagues 
diftant. 

I had already learnt that the Mountain Petcba, 
which is feven or eight Days Journey to the North 

of 



-— - 



332 7he General History of ^ 

of Sirgataye where we had left fhe Emperor, • was ele- 
vated above the Horizon of China nine Lys, whick 
feemed to me very extraordinary, becaufe this Moun- 
tain does not rife very high above the neighbouring 
Country ; but fince I had eroded one part of this 
Country myfelf, and had obferved that there was a 
continual Etefcent from North to South, that is from 
Tartary towards China, as may be judged from the 
Rapidity of the Rivers which take their Rife in the 
. Mountain Petcba, I fay fince I have fecn this with 
.my own Eyes I majce no difficulty of believing that 
the Mountain Pekba, and all the reft of Weftern Tar* 
tary> at leaft that which I have paffed thro*, is much 
more elevated than China \ and this without doubt is 
one of the Reafons why this Country is fo cold, tho* 
it lies under a very temperate Climate, it being ex- 
actly the fame as that of France. 

That which may alfo contribute thereto, on the one 
hand, may be the great quantity of Salt and Salt* 
petre mix'd with the Sand which is found through-, 
out the Territories of the King of Kalka y and in the 
Mongous Country fubjeft to the Emperor of China ; 
and on the other hand the prodigious number of 
Mountains covered with Wood, and fall of Springs 
and Fountains ; to which may be added the immenfe 
Space of defart and uncultivated Land, which reaches 
from the North Sea to the Borders of China \ this 
vaft Extent of Ground not being cultivated, nor inha- 
bited but by a few poor Hunters and Tartars who 
wander here and there. 

But be this as it will for a Month pad there had 
been fcarce a Day without a Froft Night and Morn- 
ing, and often thick Ice when the Sky had been fe- 
rene, as I have obferved in my Journal ; and even 
this very Day, both Night and Morning, it froze fo 
hard at the Place we departed from; that not oijly the 
Standing- Water had Ice on it an Inch thick, but the 
dirty Roads were become very hard. 

On 
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On the contrary at Kou pe keou we were told that 
they not only: had no white Froft hitherto, but 
even that irfeldWi .fell before the middle of Oftober ; 
-this fcnfible Differefrice in\ Races fo near each other 
muft needs be owing to the deferent Elevation of the 
Horizons.*/ ; : * • ' 

We travelled almoft continually in narrow Paflei 
'between' Mountains, far in VftHeysHdt puch wider, 
which however were cultivated throughout: In the 
Road we met with Hamlets and Houfcs which for 
the moft part were Publick-Houfes 5 the Cinnefe built 
them on account of the Profit that they bring while • 
the Emperor is hunting in thefe Mountains, for du- 
ring this time there is a conftant Flux and Reflux of 
People, who come backward and forward from Peking 
to the Emperor's Camp. 

Our general Road lay South- weft, South, and South- 
fouth- weft ; but as we turned about theMountains which 
are very craggy, but have not any great quantity of 
Trees as we approached near the Great Wall, becaufe 
they were cut down, I judge that we went directly 
fifty Lys South-weft, 

As wc drew near Kou pt keou we difcovered the 
Great Wall ; it is extended along the Mountains from 
Eaft to Weft, much in the fame manner as I took 
notice of at our leaving China when we began the 
Journey : The Wall is made over the Tops of the 
higheft and moft pointed Rocks, and is flanked with* 
fquare Towers near enough each other to lend mutual 
Afliftance. 

This Wall, according to what appeared to me 
in feveral Places, has confiderablc Breaches in it, 
and is made of two Partitions which are not above a 
Foot and a half each in thicknefs j the Space between 
is filled with Earth, which is raifed as high as the 
Parapet; the Wall, as well as the Towers, have a 
pretty many Battlements ; it is built with large fquare 
Stones fix or feven Foot from the= Ground, in fomc 
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Places more, in others lefs ; the reft is of Brick ; the 
Mortar between the Stones fecms to be very good ; k 
is generally no more than eighteen, twenty, or twenty- 
five Geometrical Foot highs but the Towers are fel- 
dom lefs than forty ; their Bads may be twelve or fif- 
teen Geometrical Foot fquare, but they infenfibly 
grow lef* adid lefs to the very Tofx 

They have made Steps of Brick or Stone on the 
Platform whieh is between the Parapets, wheireby to 
get up and down more eafily ; but this Wall, as I 
have already obferved, is of little ufe upon thefe inao 
ceffihle Mountains, 

Befides hi thefe Parts there arc more than fixty or 
eighty Leagues* ^onfifting of narrow Pafiages be- 
tween the Mountains lying .North and South, fotne 
whereof are fo difficult to pafs through that two or three 
hundred Men may prevent the March of the maft nu- 
merous Armies ; there are likewife much fewer Forts, 
Inclofores and Fortreffes here than near that Part thro* 
whieh we patted when we entred Tartary ; only be- 
fore the Gate, aft the end of this Pafiage, between the 
Mountains there are Towers at the diftance of ieven 
or eight hundred Paces from the Great Wall, and fili- 
ated on the Top of little. Hills. 

There are befides two Wings of this Wall fbrti- 
Fy'd with Towers at proper diftances v but thefe two 
Wings and their Towers have fallen to decay in fe- 
deral Places, and they have not given themfelves the 
trouble to repair the Breaches : They have been con~ 
tented to repair the Wing of the Great Wall which, 
is in the Valley, and is no: more than a hundred Geo- 
metrical Paces long : A fmall River runs, at the bot- 
tom, but it may be eafily forded ; there are likewife. 
two little low Gates, one of which has Communica- 
tion with a fmall Fort on the Eaft fide near the Great 
Wall, to which it ferves for a- Dfefence; the other 
Gate communicates with the Suburbs of Kon pe ham, 
which forms a kind; of a Fortv it i&encompafledwitll 

Walls 
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Walls and Towers like the other, and has two or three 
Places for Arms where there are many Gates to pafs in 
and. out. 

We law neither Guards nor Soldiers at any of 
thefe Gates, nor are the greateft Part in a Condition 
to be fhut, and feem not to have been fa for a long 
while ; it muft be owned that at prefent they are 
quite ufelefs: There yet remain fevcral Inclofures 
in fome Places, and I obferved that on the Wcftern 
fide there was a double Rank on two different Chains 
of Mountains, which were united very near the Val- 
ley through which we returned back into China. 

Tho' Kou pe keou is no confiderable Place, yet we 
Found good Fruit there, as large purple Grapes, 
very fine Peaches and Pears ; they there low good 
Corn in the adjacent Fields ; in fhort we found our 
fclves in a quite different fort of a Country, and it 
might be faid that we were got from one Extreme to 
another. 

The Weather was very fcrenc and temperate. 

The 5th we travelled a hundred Lys, partly to the 
South- weft and partly to the South-fouth-weft ; we 
travelled firft in a pretty narrow Valley between Moun- 
tains not fo high as the preceding, and on which there 
were no Trees : After we had travelled twenty Lya 
the Valley grew confiderably wider, and formed three 
Plains one after another. 

The firft went as far as a Fort called Che bia, whole 
Walls and Towers began to be in a ruinous Condi- 
tion ; they are built of Frce-ftone two Foot above'the 
the Ground, the Remainder' which is above twenty 
Foot high being of Brick : The fecond Plain is about 
thirty or forty Lys in length, and the third reaches 
as far as Mi yun Hen y a fmall City where we ftop- 
k ped a few Hours to feed our Horfes ; we. there 
hired a Chair and Chairmen for P. Pereira, who was^ 
fo much out of order that he could fcarcely ftir : AIL 
thefe Plains are very well cultivated, and full of Vil- 
lages 
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kges and Hamlets ; we met with good Fruit and good 
Fifh at Miyun hien. 

The Weather was very temperate all this Day ; it 
was mifty about Ten in the Morning, foon after which 
there was a ftrong South- weft Wind, but it cleared up 
in the Evening. 

The fame Day 'we fet out the beginning of the 
• Night to get nearer to Peking* that we might reach it 
early the next Day, and we travelled fifty Lys, fome- 
times Weft, fometimes South-fouth-weft, fometimes 
South, and fometimes South- weft : The Rain which 
fell* hindredus from going any further ; the Country 
began to open greatly, and we fcarcely faw any 
Mountains towards the Eaft •, thofe of the Weft were 
at a confiderable diftance ; all Places were full of Vil- 
lages and Hamlets, but the Houfes were built with 
Earth and Wood, and covered with Straw. 
' The 6th we travelled ninety Lys, partly to the 
South and partly South-fouth-weft, and South-weft : ; 
I judge the Road South-fouth-weft was eighty-five 
Lys or thereabouts : The Country had ftill a finer. 
Alpeft, and was more full of Hamlets in proportion ' 
as we drew near Peking* where P. Pereira and myfelf 
arrived, he greatly fatigued and very weak, and I in 
pretty good Health : I went near twelve or fifteen Lys 
in the Tartarian City only before I arrived at our 
Houfe, where we were received by the Fathers with 
a very hearty Welcome. 

' The 15th the Emperor returned to Peking : We 
went to Court the fame Day to inquire after his Health, 
when he did us the honour to fend us Tea prepared 
after the Tartarian manner, and fuch as he drank him- 
felf : Kiou kieou likewife fent the fame Day to inquire 
after the Health of P. Pereira and myfelf. 

The 4th of November he fet out^fcecompany'd with . 
all his Court, to go to his Grandmother's Tomb, and 
to pay his Duty to it, as he had feveral times done in 
our Abfcnce. - 

The 
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The nth the Emperor returned to Peking ; and 
about this time I baptized three Perfons, two Adults 
and one Infant. 

The 14th he finifh'd the Ceremony relating to his 
Grandmother, that is he fix'd her Name and her Elo- 
gium in the fame Place with the Emperors, Princes, 
and Mandarins, who have been famous for their Merit 
and extraordinary Virtue : The Emperor went himfelf 
to perform the ufual Ceremonies, that is to bow his 
Head to the Earth as many times as there are Names 
fixed up in the Temple, and particularly to that of his 
Grandmother. 

The 15th there was a Pan tchao ^ or an Aft of 
Grace, on account of the Name of the Emperor's 
Grandmother being placed in the Hall of He- 
roes : This Pan tchao confifts in the Declaration made 
by the Emperor, that he pardons fuch and fuch Cri- 
minals, and frees them from their Confinement, and 
that he beftows fuch and fuch Benefactions 00 his Of- 
ficers. 

^ In this Pan tchao the Emperor order'd Pieces of 
Silk to be given to the Mandarins of the Court, and 
to the Tfong tou 9 to the General- Governors, to the 
Viceroys, and to the General- Officers of the Army, 
being in the Provinces ; he granted a general Pardon 
to Criminals if their Crimes were not exceeding great, 
and leflened the Punifhment of the latter •, but he ex- 
cepted the Mandarins out of this Aft of Grace, not 
being willing that they fhould take an Opportunity of 
committing Faults, and oppreffing the People with 
expectation of being pardoned, becaufe Afts of Grace 
arq made upon feveral Occafions, as when there is an 
extraordinary Drought, when the Emperor or his Mo- 
ther are dangeroufly ill, or when any confiderable 
Earthquake happens. 

The 25th the Emperor went and ftaid Ibme Days 
in his Park, where he diverted himfelf with Hunt- 
ing ; he fent thither for three of the eight Standards 
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which compofe all the Tartarian Soldiery, to make 
them perform their Exercife : This Park is a 
Quarter of a League from Peking ; it is inclofed with 
Walls, and is eighteen Leagues in Circumference* 

The 9th of December in the Morning we went to 
our Burying-Place to aflift at the Ceremony, which 
the Emperor had commanded the Tribunal of Rites 
to make in his Name to the Honour of P. Ferdinand 
Verbieft : It is an Honour the Emperor never does un- 
lefs to Perfons of extraordinary Merit; this Cere- 
mony was perform'd in the manner following. 

Some time after this Father's Interment the Em- 
peror ordered that the Tribunal of Rites fliould hold 
a Confutation on the Honour that fliould be paid to 
the Memory of a Man, who had done fuch important 
Services to the Empire. 

In the Memorial, which the Tribunal prefented a 
Few Days after to his Majefty, they fct forth, as their 
Opinion, that the fame Ceremony mould be performed 
which is only done to Perfons of fuperior Merit, and 
that they ought to be fupply'd with 750 Taels out of 
his Majefty's Treafury for the Funeral-Expcnces, and 
for ereding a Tomb, and that upon this Tomb an Elo- 
gium fliould be engraved compoied by themfelves. 

The Emperor approved of the Refohaon of the 
Tribunal, and added feveral things in honour of the 
Father, after which the Mony was delivered into the 
Hands of P. Pereira that he might take care to have 
a Monument erefted for the Deceafcd. 

But as the Emperor fent P. Pereira and myfelf, al- 
moft at the fame time, into Tartary y the Execution 
of this Ceremony was deferred till after our Return ; 
every thing being prepared P. Pereira gave notice to 
the Officers of the Tribunal of Rites, that they might 
proceed when they thought proper ; they reply'd that 
we needed only to name the Day : Then the fix chief 
Officers of the Tribunal, three Tartarian and three 
Cbinefe, went to the Emperor's Pleafure-Houfc, where 

he 
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he himfelf was at that time, and requeftcd to know 
which of them he would be pleafed to name to repre- 
fent his Perfon on this occafion, and to perform his 
Part of the Ceremony. 

The femperor made choice of the Chief Tartarian 
Affiftant, called Si laoyi^ who is the third Perfon 
of the Tribunal, and oriiered that he fhouid be ac- 
companied with ten inferior Officers of the fame Tri- 
bunal, who fet forward in the Morning of the Day 
appointed. 

Seven Horfemcn marched at the Head of thefc 
Officers, two of whom carried Standards, two In- 
scriptions in Letters of Gold, two Maces, and the 
feventh the Elo^ium which the Emperor had made 
on the Father ; it was written upon a large Roll wrapt 
in a piece of yellow Silk, and fattened to the Horfe- 
man's Back-, he was followed by Silaoye, accom- 
panyM with ten inferior Officers of the Tribunal ail 
on horkback. 

' We went to deceive them at the Gate of our Bury- 

fog-Place, and when the Emperor's Difpatch came 

-oreragatnft m we kneeled do*n out of rapeft, and 

then entred after the Mandarins, who led the way 10 

the Place where the Father was interred. 

There was built, diredtfy over the Grave, a' Mo- 
nument which confided of an oblong Square of Brick- 
work verv plain, being eight Foot long, five broad, 
and four high, and rounded like an Arch at the Top : 
There was on the fore-part a large white Marble 
Stone adorned with Dragons carved in Relievo towards 
the top, with a Border of Stone all round worked m 
the fame manner > the middle was painted black, on 
which was to be wrote in Tartarian and Cinnefi the 
Eloghim which the Emperor had made on the Father, 
with a feiall Latin Epitaph 5 this piece of Marble 
was nine or ten Foot long, three or four broad, and 
above one in thiduiefs \ it was credted perpendkular- 
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ly upon a Tortoife of white Marble, which fervedfor 
a Pedeftal. 

Before the Monument a Tent was ere&ed, under 
which there were three Tables all covered with Car- 
pets, and thofe on the fides were loaded with Fruit, 
but that in the middle had nothing but Flowers : The 
Tribunal of Rites had fent twenty Taels, which are 
above a hundred and twenty Livres for the Expencc 
of Fruit. 

Si lao ye fell upon his Knees, as likewife all the 
Afliftants, and continued in that pofture while the 
Officers of the Tribunal read the Elogium made 
by the Emperor •, it was written in the Tartarian 
Language upon yellow Paper ; this Elogium was at- 
tended to with the mod profound Silence. 

When this was finiftied we returned Thanks to 
the Emperor by nine Proftrations ; after which Si 
lao ye returned witk all the Officers of his Tribunal* 
without accepting of the Dinner which had been 

Gepared : The Mandarins of the Tribunal of the 
athematicks and the principal Chriftians, who had 
aflifted at the Ceremony, (laid behind, and were treated 
before they went home. 

The fame Day, the Emperor being returned from 
hts;Pleafure-Houfe, we went to the Palace to inquire 
after his Health, and to thank him for the Honour 
he had done to P. Verbieft ; as he was taking Repole 
when we arrived we were obliged to return the next 
Day. 

The 1 1 ft the Emperor went in State to the Temple 
of Heaven to facrifice, according to Cuftom, on the 
Day of the Solftice. 

The 27th the Emperor fet out with the Court to go 
a hunting in the Mountains near the Great Wall ; he 
did not defign to fpend above ten or twelve Days before 
he returned to his Grandmother's Sepulchre, in order 
to perform the annual Ceremony on the Anniverfary 
of her Death. The 
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The 1 8th the Emperor arrived at Peking^ and we 
were informed he had killed fix Tigers while he was a 
hunting. 

The 20th, which was the laft Day of the Cbinefe 
Year, the Emperor fent each of us a Stag, Phea- 
fants, and excellent Filh brought from Leao tong \ 
it was his Cuftom to make fuch a Prefent on the be- 
ginning of the new Cbinefe Year; fome of the 
Princes of the Blood and feveral Mandarins had 
likewife fent us, on the preceding Days, Venifbn, 
Wild-Fowl, fcfc. We had alfo made them our Pre- 
fents, according to the Cuftom obferved throughout 
"the Empire, by which Relations and Friends always 
make Prefcnts to each other, and vifit at the beginning. 
of the New Year. 

There are two forts of Vifits, the one among Friends 
which live near each other; this is made on the 
laft Day of the Year after Sun-fet, when they aflemble 
and wifti each other Health, proftrating themfelves to 
the Ground, which is called TJiifui : The other Vi- 
fit is made with the fame Ceremonies on the firft Day 
of the Year or the following Days ; the fooner they 
perform this Duty r the greater Rcfpedt and Regard 
they are thought to fliew to the Perfons they make 
them to. 

In fhort the laft Day of the Cbinefe Year, the fol- 
lowing Night and the eighteen fucceeding Days are, 
as it were, the Cbinefe Carnival, and the time of 
their grand Feafts of rejoicing ; they think of no- 
thing then but of Diverfions and Feaftirfg; the 
pooreft of the People ufe their utmoft Endeavours 
to purchafe, hire or borrow new Clothes for them- 
felves, their Wives and their Children, and to have 
wherewithal to treat their Relations and Friends, 
who come to vifit them at this time : They not only 
lay out all that they have gained the Year paft, but 
I have been affured that they fell their own Chi}- 
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<fren, and pawn themfdves in order to be *bic to ce- 
lebrate thcie Fcftivals. 

The 2 jft, being the firft Day of the Cbinefe Year, 
and the twenty-eighth of the Reign of Cdng bi, was 
fpent in receiving and paying Vifits, and making the 
ufual Salutations ; it was begun by going to Court in 
the Morning after the Emperor's Return from Tai 
tniao, or the Hall of his Anceftors, where he went at 
Daybreak according to Cufbom \ being feated on his 
Throne he received the Refpeft and Homage which 
the Princes and Mandarins paid hhn > who were dad 
in their ceremonious Robes. 

He himfelf began with making his Honours to the 
Queen-Mother, who received them fitting on a Throne j 
the greateft of the Mandarins follow the Emperor, 
when he goes to perform this Ceremony, into the A- 
partment of the Queen-Mother : We made likewife 
the fame Salutation to the Emperor, and thanked him 
for the Prefent he had fent us % but we did not perform 
this Ceremony in his Prefence, but in the Prefcnce 
of a Mandarin of the Bedchamber, who afterwards 
treated us with Tea in the behalf of his Majefty. 

The 26th we went to take leave of the Emperor, 
who was to go the next Day into the Southern Pro- 
vinces : His Majefty enquired after the Names of the 
Jefuits who lived in the Places we were to pals 
through, adding, that he would willingly fee them, 
and would even vifit their Churches \ at the fame time 
he commanded Tcbao laoyS not to forget to carry 
fomething to prdent them with. 

We were then defirous of returning Thanks to his 
Majefty for fo (ignal a Favour, but he told us it was 
not proper to return Thanks before the Benefit was 
conferred, and that it would be time enough at his 
Return. 

The 27th his Majefty fet out with few Attendants, 
that his Marches might be die more quick ; hiseldefl 

Son 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



China, Chinese-Tartary, &c. 343 

{Son and eldcft Brother bore him Company 5 the reft 
of the Princes ftaid behind at Peking. 

The 24th we received a Letter from P. Jofeph 
Ocba, a Spaniard who lived at Tft nanfou, Capital 
of the Province of Chan tong, in which he prayed 
us to return the Emperor Thanks for the favourable 
Reception he had had on account of the Fathers 
which are at the Court. 

This Father going to meet his Majefty a League 
from tffi nan, the Emperor called him as foon as he 
perceived him, and ordering him to come forward 
took him by the left Hand, and bid him ride near 
his Perfon ; he likewife ask'd his Name, and feveral 
other Queftions, and afterwards committed him to the 
care of two of the Mandarins of the Bedchamber, 
one of whom is charged with all our Affairs that 
concern the Emperor, 

Thefe two Mandarins talked very familiarly to the 
Miflionary till they cntred the City, when they told 
him they would come and fee him in his Church after 
they were a little refted, as they in reality did* and 
fell proftrate in the Church before the great Altar, 
beating their Foreheads againft the Ground, which is 
the grcatcft Teftimony of Veneration they can pok 
fibly give in China ; they told him that the Empe- 
ror, who had fcnt them, had ordered them to ad in 
this manner ; after which they gave the Father twenty 
Taels as from the Emperor, but would not accept of 
the Trifles which the Miflionary had prepared td pre- 
fent to the Emperor \ they asked him feveral Queftions 
concerning the time of his coming to China, his 
Country, and his Arrival at Peking, then defired him 
to inform the Fathers at the Court of the good Re- 
ception his Majefty had given him upon their Ac- 
count. 

The 1 ft Day of March, P. Fallot, a French Jefuit, 

about feventy-five Years of Age, arrived at pur Houte 

at Peking, after he had vifited the Churches of the Pro- 
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vince of Pe tcbe li during four entire Months of the 
Winter ; he baptized during this time near feven hun- 
dred Perfons, the greateft Part of whom were at Years 
. of Maturity. 

The 20th we received Letters from P. Profper In- 
torcetta, dated the twenty-eighth of February laft, by 
which he acquainted us with the fmgular Honour the 
Emperor had done him that very Day, when he went 
to meet his Majefty about three Leagues from Hang 
tcheou : This Father mentioned in his Letter that, be- 
ing' in a fmall Bark in a Place where the Imperial 
Bark was to pafs by, he kneeled on the Prow as foon 
as ever the Emperor appeared, which his Majefty 
perceiving enquired who that was in the fmall Bark, 
and as the Anfwer they returned was that he was an 
European Father belonging to the Chriftian Church at 
Hang tcheou^ he ordered the Missionaries Bark to draw 

" near that it might be faften'd to his own ; as foon as 
he came into his Prefence the Emperor ask'd his 
Name, Age, and the time of his Refidencein China, if 
he ever had been at Court, if he underftood the Cinnefc 
Characters, what Place he had liv'd in, when he had * 
received Leters from the Jefuits at Peking, in what 

- Part of the City his Church was, and laftly if P. Fon- 
taneyvrzs now at Nan king. 

The Jafuit having anfwer'd all thefe Queftions, he 
gave him three Bafons of Fruit brought from Peking^ 
bidding him to eat, and afluring him that they were 
good, and that it would be a difficult matter to meet 
with fuch in thofe Parts : Afterwards the Jefuit de* 
fired Permiflion of the Emperor to go and wait for 
him at the Door of his Church by which he was to 
pafs : His Majefty reply'd that to do th^t he muft 
make very great hafte, for he himfelf Ihould go for- 
ward as fait as poffible : However the Father arrived 
there before the Emperor, who feeing him as he pafs'd 
by fmil'd, and nodded his Head in a graciou? manner, 

The 
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The 1 ft of April wt receiv'd a fecond Letter from 
P. Intorcetta, who gave us a particular Account of 
the Honour his Majefty continued to do him during 
his ftay at Hang4dbeou. 

Firft, feidlxe, he fcnt Tcbaolaoye, with two other 
Mandarins to the Jefuits Houfe, with Orders to make 
the accuftom'd Adoration in the Church", it confifted 
in kneeling down, and bowing the Head fcveral times 
to the very Ground, which thefe three Officers per- 
formed accordingly; after the Ceremony was over 
they gave the Father twenty Taels of Silver fent 
by the Emperor as a Teftimony of his Favour : The 
long Converfation which they afterwards had with the 
Father was followed by a Collation, at the end of 
which he fliow'd them feveral Curiofities, which he 
had prepared to prefent to his Majefty. 

Secondly, he went the fame Day to Court and re- * 
turn'd Thanks to the Emperor for the Honour he had 
done him, and prefented him his Curiofities : The 
Emperor having look'd on them would keep nothing 
but a Cryftal Ball, faying that he accepted of it with 
no other intent than to prevent the Father's Uneafinefs* 
which might arife from his refuting them all. 

Thirdly, the Day the Emperor left Hang tibcou the. 
Father defign'd to accompany him according to Cu- 
ftom, and he took with him P. Laurifice an Italian* 
who was juft arrived from Song kiang the Place of his 
Refidence, and came purpofely to wait on his Ma- 
jefty : As they both flood before the Churqh-Gate of 
Hang tcbeou, when the Emperor pafs'd by, he ftopt 
and enquired who this new Miffionary was, and from 
whence he came ; when they had anfwercd his Que*- 
ftions he continued his Journey, and fcnt immediately 
to both the Fathers to meet him at the Place where hie 
was to embark. 

They obeyed him, and ftood in their Bark at the 
Place where the Emperor was to pafs ; they were 
foon pecceived by Tcbao laoyi % who was looking for 

therh, 
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then, and of which he gave the Emperor notice : 
, His Majefty immediately look*d through a Window 
ami beckoned them with his Hand to draw near, 
which they did ; the Emperor talked familiarly with 
P. Lauriftccy and made him a Prefcnt of twenty 
Taels ; after this he asked P. Intgrcetta how far he 
defigned to bear him Company, and the Father re- 
plied he was refolved to follow his Majefty to Sou 
tcbcou : I am not willing, replied the Emperor, you 
Unsold take fc much trouble, for considering your Age 
futiji a Fatigue might do you a Prejudice, therefore 
take great care of your Health ; he lent him back in 
an honourable manner, and with Demonstrations of 
his Favour in the fight of a great multitude who were 
prefent* which could not fail producing good Ei&fta 
with regard to Religion. 

As for P. Laurijke he followed the Emperor, and 
that Prince defired him to be entirely eafy, andafiured 
him he ihould meet with no difturbance in his 
Church : When he left the Imperial Bark his Ma- 
jefty caufed the fame thing to be proclaimed with a 
loud Voice, that all the Mandarins of the Province 
who were prefcnt might hear it, and underftand that 
this Miffionary was undo: his Prote&ion. 

When the Emperor left ffaxg tcbeou he ordered 
the Tfong tou of the Province to take the Imperial 
Seal from the Viceroy of the feme Province, and to 
deprive him immediately of his Office \ the %ftan kun 
and the Viceroy accufcd each other, and his Majefty 
fcnt two Court- Mandarins to pafs Judgment, who 
found the Viceroy guilty, and condemned him to be 
ftrangled. 

The Affair was referred to the three fupreme Tri- 
bunals of Peking to deliberate upon it, who confir- 
med the Sentence of the two Mandarins, and only 
changed the kind of Death by condemning the 
Viceroy to be beheaded, a Puniftiment much more in- 
famous in China than Strangling, became the Chineft 

paflionatcly 
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p*ffionately defire to have their Body preferved entire 
after their Death. 

The 7th we went to meet the Emperor who re- 
turned this Day from Peking ; we advanced as far as 
hjs Majcfty's Park, where we had the Honour to fa- 
lute him as he paffed along •, when he perceived us he 
fent Tcbao loo ye> who was near his Perion, to know 
what we wanted ; we told the Mandarin that we 
were come to inquire after his Majefty's Heakh, and 
at the fame time to thank him for the Favours that 
he had (hewn to the Jefuits as he proceeded on his. 
Journey. 

This Mandarin carried our Compliment to the Em- 
peror, and ordered us to come to Court the next Day 
at Noon 5 we falutcd feveral Grandees of his Majefty's 
Train whom we were more particularly acquainted 
with, and among the reft Km kieou maternal Uncle 
of the Emperor, and So fan loo yi grand maternal 
Uncle of the Heir apparent : They both teftified their 
Obligations for thePrefents that the Fathers Gabiam 
and Fonfaney had made them at Jfm king of fome 
European Curiofitics. 

The 8th we went to the Palace about Noon, and 
after waiting a long while in a Porcji, where the Em- 
peror commonly receives the Mem6«als of the Tri- 
bunal* they came at length to receive our Thanks for 
(he Honours his Majefty had done the Jefuits when he 
was on his Tourney* 

The 1 ath Tcbao loo ye was lent to our Houfe by the 
Emperor ; he brought with him an Objeft-Glafs to 
make a Telefcope of fifty Foot long, with a proporw 
tionable Eye-Glafc \ thefe had been pnefented to his 
Majefty as he went to Nan king by P. Fontaney, and 
he ordered us to make proper Tubes for thefe Glaffes 
chat he might make ufe of them ; befides he brought 
en Aftrolabe of a new Invention, which P. Fontanty 
likewife had made a Prefcnt of to his Majefty ; this 
Aftrolabe, which is very plain, ferves to find all the 

pcljpfes 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



348 'The General History of 

Eclipfes of the Moon and Sun, the Year, Day and 
Month in an eafy manner, and almoft in an Inftant ; 
his Majefty ordered us to put the method of ufing it 
in Writing. 

Tcbao lao ye afterwards faid many advantageous 
things of P. Fontaney^ and aflured us that the Empe- 
ror had a great Opinion of his Skill in the Mathema- 
ticks: ,His Majefty having asked if the Star of Canopus 
might be feen at Nan king r the Father ingenuoufly 
owned he believed not, but after having made thene- 
ceflary Calculations he found that it would appear 
above the Horizon in the Months of Februtiry^. 
March and Aprils of which he immediately gave the 
Emperor notice, who went in the Evening into the 
Obfervatory of Nan king to obferve this Star, and 
few it in reality. 

The fame Tcbao lav ye related to us feveral Adven- 
tures which happened to the Emperor on his Journey, 
which we had heard of before, and which chiefly 
fliewed how popular the Emperor was, and how' 
joyful the People were to fee their Sovereign. 

There was among the reft a good old Man of the 
Province of Chan tong, who being heard to cry in the 
middle of the Crowd, Where is the Emperor <> pray let 
me fee him ; his Majefty ftopp'd and ordered the Pea- 
fent to come near, which when he had done he asked 
fcf him very freely, are you my Lord the Emperor? 
And his Majefty telling him he was, the Peafant* after 
he had looked upon him a little, faid, you feem yet 
to be but young, which I am glad of ; and then get- 
ting upon a wretched Horfe, which he had with him, 
he took the Emperor's Horfe by the Bridle, laying 
that fmce he had nothing to offer his Majefty he 
would have the Pleafurc of leading his Horfe. 

The Emperor being to pafs near a Village, among 
the Mountains of the Province of Chan tong^ the 
Pe&fants having nothing to offer him they killed a 
"wild Boar, and laying him on their Shoulders went 
; . - to 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



China, Chinese-Tartary, ftfa- 349 

to his Majefty ; having been informed, faid they to 
him with great Simplicity, that our Sovereign was to 
pafs this way, and Provifions being exceeding fcarcc, 
we went a hunting, and were fo happy as to kill this 
wild Boar which we now make a Prefent of. 

Other Peafants brought him fmall black Loaves, 
fome in a Bag, others in the skirt of their Coat, 
whilft fome burnt Incenfc before his Horfe ; they all 
were eager to fee his Majefty, who.inftead of conceal- 
ing himfelf gave every one the liberty of coming near 
him : His Queftions generally were concerning the In- 
tegrity of the Mandarins, and he received Informa- 
tion from the People whether or no their Mandarin 
was juft and moderate, and whether he did not op- 
prefs fhe Subject 

This Affability of the Emperor, with refpeft to 
the People, and his Compaflion in remitting part of 
the Tribute which they were to pay the fame Year, 
and particularly his Attention in examining the Be- 
haviour of the Mandarins, gained him the Hearts of 
his Subjects, and gave him Affurance that his Nam* 
lhould be Immortal among the Cbtnefe y who had ne- 
ver feen their Emperors fo condefcending, nor take 
notice fo gracioufly of their Neceflities. 

A Prieft, belonging to the Idols, being prefented to 
his Majefty, and having proclaim'd with a loud Voice 
that he was able to foretel future Events, the Emperor 
flopping asked him this Queftion, tell me,, faid he, 
for what Reafon I undertake this Journey : The Bonze 
replied that his Majefty was cofne to take the Air, 
upon which the Emperor, who did not like this An- 
fwer, faid thou art deceived, I am come to vifit the 
Provinces, to fee how they are governed, and in what 
manner the Mandarins treat my People, 

He afterwards made a fign to one of his People 

to be ready to whip this pretended Fortune-teller, 

and then he asked him . this other Queftion, Is this 

• Day fortunate or unfortunate ? The Bonze replied, that 

it 
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5t was fortunate : In fhort, laid the Emperor-to fcitti* 
fince you arc able to foretel future Events tell mh what 
I defign to do immediately ; the Bonze was in con- 
ftrfion, and after fomc hefitation (aid, that he knew 
nothing of the matter, upon which his Majefty made 
a fign to him who had the Whip to give him feveral 
Strokes, which was immediately done, and was ac- 
companied with Reproaches concerning the infamous 
Trade that he drove of deoeiving the credulous Vul- 
gar : The Gan tcha ffee* or chief Criminal- Judge of 
the Province, ordered him to be taken into cuftody, 
and would have condemned him to die for his bold- 
nefe in impofing upon the Emperor, but his Majefty 
pardoned him, laying that the PunHhment he had re- 
ceived was fufficient to make him wifer for the future. 

In the great Chics the People came in Crouds to 
the Gate of the Palace, every one defiririg to offer 
Somewhat to the Emperor, even the very pooreft a- 
. xnong them prefented Rice, Fruit, or fome fuch like 
-riling, and as his Majefty rqfofed them on purpdfc not 
to put them to any Expenee they fell a weeping, and 
Ibrced him by their Tears to take their Trifles that 
they might not betmeafy, and they returned back well 
fctisfied if he did but take a few Grains of Rice. 

The 2 2d we accompanied the Funeral of a Regulo, 
"who had fiiewn tis a great dc£l of favour in his 
Life-time, and had been dead about a Month ; he had 
been kept during that time in his Houfe expofed in a 
•great Hall, wherein the reft of die Reguloes and 
Grandees of the Court had been to bewail die tofs of 
him, according to the Cuftom obferved throughout the 
Empire : He was carried this Day with a magnificent 
Funeral-Pomp to his Pleafure-houfe, which is near 
the City, to continue there for about two Months, 
-after wnich he was to be conveyM to his Sepulchre. 

The eldeft Son of the Emperor was lent by his 
Majefty to reprefent him in tnis Ceremony ; he was 
fallowed and furrounded with the other Reguloes and 

Princes 
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Princes of th« Blood-Royal, a prodigious number of 
Mandarins clofing the Proceffion : There were Camel* 
loaded wkh Tents and Moveables of all kinds, led 
Horfes, fome magnificently faddled, others carrying 
yelvet Cloke-bags fet off with Gold or gilt Copper 
and Jewels, others without Saddles ; each Horfe was 
conducted by a Groom in a Mourning Habit ; there 
were alfq Muficians playing upon warlike Irrflru- 
ments, Pikemen and Standard-bearers with the Dra- 
goons ©f the Empire in gold Embroidery : The Body 
of the Regulo was carried -under a Canopy by a great 
number of Bearers, <:lad in green Taffety, fpooed 
with white, which is the proper Habit of the Re- 
gulo's Bearers : The Children of the fourth Regote, 
accompanied with their neareft Relations, and for- 
rounded with a great croud of Mandarins and their 
Officers, walked on foot immediately before the Corps, 
weeping as they palled along according to Cuftom \ 
the Wives, the Daughters, the Daught?ers-in-law, and 
the other near Relations of the Regulo followed the 
Corps immediately in their Chairs, weeping in the 
fame manner ; afterwards came the Erfcperor's dddt 
Son wkh the other Reguloes, who had no Tufts in 
their Caps, whkh is a Sign of Mourning ; the Em- 
peror's ddeft Son had a Tuft in his Cap as ufual ; they 
threw in the Road a great deal of white Paper cut in 
the fhape of Mony ; this Cuftom was introduced by 
the Bonzes, who perfuade the People that this Paper 
is turned into Mony, and that the deceafed makes ufc 
x>f it as occafion requires. 

When they arrived at the Place where the Corps 
was to lie they laid it in a kind of Hall made of 
Matts, according to Cuftom, and there they placed 
every thing that was to be ufed for the Ceremony * 
the Emperor's cldeft Son advanced followed by the 
Reguloes and great Mandarins ; they then renewed 
-their Lamentations for a Ihort time, and made their 
accuftomed Offerings, after which ihe Children 4>ft4te 
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deceafed, leaning upon their Officers as if they had 
not been able to (land, went and returned thanks to 
the Emperor's eldeft Son, or rather the Emperor in 
his Perfon ; they then were condufted to the bottom 
of a Terrafs, upon which this Hall of Matt$ was 
crefted ; they conftantly fent forth mournful Cries to 
fliew that they were good Children ; but there is ufu- 
ally more of Ceremony than Reality in thefe external 
Signs of Grief. 

The ^6th we received Letters from the Fathers 
Fontaney and Gabiani, who gave us an account of the 
Honours his Majefty had done them at Nan king and 
Hang tcheou y to which Place they bore him Company 5 
he fent the Grandees of his Court to make Proftra- 
tions in their Churches, made them a Prefent of 
Mony and Fruit feveral times, and accepted part of 
the Curiofities which they offered him : When they 
were ready to return he made them enter his Bark, 
and even his own Cabbin, where he talked with them 
familiarly for half an hour in the View of the Man-> 
darins of the Province, who were not fo much as al- 
lowed to approach the Imperial Bark. 

While this was doing a great Officer of the Army 
happened to arrive from the Province of Hou quang \ 
his Majefty ordered him to draw near, and gave him 
Orders, in thePrefence of the Fathers, to govern and 
difcipline his Troops well, and then difmifled him ; 
his Majefty defired to know of the Fathers if they 
thought he had fpoken right. 

P. Fontaney relates an Adventure of which he was 
an Eye-witnefs, and wherein the Emperor difcovered 
a great deal of Judgment and Penetration : A Chinefe 
having thrown himfelf into the Canal, and being 
fwimming towards the Imperial Bark with a Petition 
'tied to his Neck, which he wanted to prefent to his 
Majefty ; he cried out with all his Might demanding 
Juftice of the Emperor againft one of his Enemies, 
at the fame time exaggerating) in the ftrongeft Terms, 

the 
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the Injury that had been done him, and concluded by 
laying that his Enemy was thd Firft Man in the. 
World for committing villanous A&ions. 

The Emperor , who fmiled to fee the poor Wretch 
3b Far tranfported with Paffion, as not to fee the Daa- 
ger-he was in by thus expofmg himfelf' in the pre- 
fence of the whole Court, commanded one bf his At^ 
tendants to ask him, Who was the fecond Perfon in 
.the World for committing a Villany ? 

The 27th we went to the Emperor's Pleafbre-Houfe 
to enquire after his Health ; Tcbao lao ye infinuated to 
us that it would be proper to make an Offer of our 
felves to go into Tartary, along with thofe that were 
appointed to terminate the Difference between the 
Cbinefe and Mofcovites. 

Upon this we immediately defired Tcbao lao ye to 
acquaint his Majefty, that as we did riot think our* 
felves very capable of doing him Service in this Af- 
.fair, we hitherto did not dare to ask for his Orders; 
but having learn'd that his Majefty was fending back 
the fame Ambaffadors that were difpatched the Year 
before, we would, willingly bear them Company if he 
thought our Service would be any way ufeful : Tcbao . 
lao ye carried this Meflage to the. Emperor, who fent 
Orders to P. Pereira and myfelf to undertake this 
Journey a fecond time. 

The 23d of May therfc arrived a Meflenger at Court 
from the Mofcoviie Plenipotentiaries who were at Se+ 
. lengha ; the Letter which he brought was addrefTed to 
the Emperor's Minifters, containing in fubftance, That 
his Majefty fhould name a Place upon the Frontiers 
of both Empires to hold Conferences about the Peace ; 
That he lhould fend his Deputies thither, and appoint 
the time of meeting, that both fides might be punctu- 
ally there with a Train equal to that which the Chi- 
tiefe Deputies were to have : He like wife defired that 
the Conferences of Peace might be managed accord- 
ing to the Cuftoms obferved on fuch occafions, and 
Vol. IV* . A a ended 
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ended with defiling a pofitive Anfwer as foon as 
poffible. 

This Deputy was accompanied with about feventy 
Perlbns : When he delivered his Letter the Fathers 
Thomas and Perm a were fent for to tranflate it ; there 
was a Copy of it fa Latin, which the Fathers trans- 
lated into the Cbinefe and Tartarian Languages in the 
Tribunal of the Colao, which is within the Palace, and 
it took up the whole Night in tranflating : Before 
they began it the Emperor fent Tcbao lao ye to ask 
What was the Subftance of this Letter, of which the 
Fathers immediately gave him an account in the pre- 
fence of Colao who was there. . 

The 24th the Emperor fent Orders to the Tribunal 
of the Mathematicks, according to Cufltom, to ap- 
s point a Day for the Envoy's Departure, defiring him 
to choofe one of the Days from the 21ft to the 26th 
of the fourth Moon, that is from the 8th of June to 
the 13th: The Tribunal appointed the 13th of June 
for the Day of Departure. 

The fame Day in the Evening, the Fathers were 
fent for to the Tribunal of the Colao to tranflate from 
the Cbinefe into Latin the Emperor's Minifter*s An- 
fwer to that of the Mofcovite Plenipotentiaries : The 
Tartarian Colao made and wrote himfelf this Anfwer 
in the Tartarian Language, in the prefence of the 
Fathers, and the two Chiefs of the Ambaffy of the 
preceding Year ; and as there arofc a difficulty for 
the Emperor to clear up before the Letter could be 
tranflated, and as it was already very late, the Transla- 
tion was put off till the next Day : So fan lao ye put 
P. Pereira in mind not to forget Mathematical In- 
ftruments proper to obferve the Latitude, Longi- 
tude, tsV. 

The 25th the Fathers returned to the Palace to 
tranflate the Anfwer which was made to the Mofcovite 
Plenipotentiaries Letter •, this Anfwer was in fub- 
ftancc that his Majefty had determined Nipcbou, which 
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lies North-weft of Tacfa r for the Place of holding 
Conferences, and that the Deputies fiiould fet out the 
1 3th of June, and make all poffible fpeed ; and that 
as they fet out with an Intention to make a firm and " 
lafting Reace, they fhould have no greater a Train to 
attend on them than was neceflary for the iafety of 
their Peffons. 

The 5th the Mofcovite Meflenger came to our Houfe 
to make us a Vifit, with part of his Train 5 after he 
had obtained the Emperor's Permiflion, he was con- 
duced by an inferior Mandarin of the Tribunal of . 
Lympha yuen, who attended on him in all Places : 
This Envoy was a well-made Perfon, and during the 
fiiort time of his flay at this Court he gained the 
Reputation of a Man of Scnfe : He was very plainly 
drefled, as well as his Attendants ; we went to re- 
ceive him at the Gate, and conduced him to the 
Church, where he proftrated himfelf feveral times, 
after the Mofcovite manner, with a great deal of Ma- 
defty and Reverence to do honour to the Images 
which were upon our Altars 5 afterwards we con- 
duced him into our Houfe, where we (hewed. him 
every thing that was curious ; we then made him a 
Collation, and he behaved very genteelly in all relpe&s, 
and his Anfwers to all our Qutftions were made with 
a great deal of Spirit and Judgment, 
- He afliired us that the Emperor had retaken all 
Hungary from the Turks ; that the King of Poland 
had made himfelf Mafter of Caminiek ; that the Great 
Dukes of Mofcovy had like wife taken four Places, and 
that Moldavia and Walachia had thrown off the O//0- 
tnan Yoke : We judged that this Meflenger was either 
an Englijh or a Dutchman, for he had nothing of the 
Mofcovite Pronunciation, and underftood European 
Characters, at leaft I faw him read French Words 
with eafe : The greateft part of his Attendants under- 
ftood the Mongol Language ; one of his Servants efpe- 
. cially fpoke it very well, and underftood a few Latin 

A a 2 Words; 
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Words : When we conducted him to the Door he 
would willingly have made our Church a Prefent of 
two or three Sables, and about twenty-five or thirty 
Crowns, but we excufed ourfelves from accepting this 
Prefent. 

P. Pereira went afterwards to Court, according to 
Order, to give an account of what palled in this In- 
terview with the Mofcovites ; the Emperor feemed well 
fatisfied with our manner of treating him, and per- 
mitted P, P. Suarez and Bouvet to repay the Vifit 
he had made us, if thefe Fathers were willing ; but 
his Majefty faid pofitively that neither P. Pereira nor 
myfelf fhould be allowed to go. 

The fa.me D^y in the Afternoon, the Emperor 
fent Tcbao lao ye to talk with us, who asked a great 
many different Queftions concerning fevcral European 
Affairs, and particularly concerning the Dutch ; he 
afterwards enquired what Opinion the Europeans in 
general had of the Cbinefe ;, we replied that they were 
thought in Europe to have a good Capacity, but at 
the lame time were efteemed luxurious, and given to 
Over-reaching in Trade \ then he enquired what they 
thought of the Mahtcbeoux 5 from whenfce I took oc- 
cafion to mention the Efteem they had at the Court of 
France for the great Qualities of the Emperor, and 
the Wifdom wherewith he governed his Empire, and 
. efptcially the Care that he took to inure his Subjects # 
to Hardfhips, of which he himfelf was an Example. * 
ftcbao lao ye feemed to be greatly pleafed with this Dif- 
courfe, and received very willingly fome fmall Pictures 
made upon Talk, which P. Bouvet prefented him with. 

The fame Day in the Evening P. P. Suarez and 
Bouvet went in our Name to pay the Meflenger a Vi- 
fit, who received them in a very handfome manner : 
When the Fathers returned they fent him a Prefent of 
fome Pieces of Silk, Wine and Grapes, but he refuted the 
Silk, and was very backward to accept of the Wine, 
however he made a Prefent to the two Servants, who. 
carried them, of a Sable's Skin. The 
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The 8th the Fathers Pereira and Thomas were fent 
For to the Colao's Tribunal to tranflate a Letter* 
which the two Chiefs of the Ambaffy appointed to " 
negotiate a Peace were ordered to write to the Mofco- 
viie Plenipotentiaries, becaufe the Meffenger' whom* 
they had fent had declared that he could not return 
without bringing a Letter* from Peking for his Matters; 
this Letter, which the Fathers tranflatcd, only con- 
tained in fubftance, that his Majefty had appointed- 
Niptchou for the Place of the Treaty of Peace, and 
that they fhould fet out the 13th of this Month* and: 
jhould make all poffible fpeed, as his Majefty had al- 
ready, given them Advice by the Letter which hi$ 
Minifters had wrote. 

The 10th the Fathers Pereira y Thomas, Bouvet and 
myfelf went to Court, where we were admitted to in 
Audience of the Emperor in his inward Apartment 5 
his Majefty ordering us to draw near his Perfon, and 
talking very gracioufly to us, after which he made 
us dine in a Hall near his Room, and while we were 
2t the Table fcnt to ask us feveral Queftions, parties 
larly .concerning the great Drought this Year. 

The 1 ith the Emperor fent Father Perrira and my? 
felf each of us a Saddle, on which were embroidered 
the Dragons of the Empire \ after Dinner we went to 
return his Majefty Thanks for the Favour, and we 
explained the Caufes of Rain and Drought, according 
to our Orders the Day before, occafioned by the 
want of Rain in the Province of Peking and fevc^l 
others this Year. 

The 1 2th we took leave of his Majefty, and re- 
ceived his laft Orders ; he told us that 3s he had per- 
fect Knowledge of us he had nothing to recommend 
to us, ^nd he did not doubt but we had fufficient 
Capacity and Affe&ion to do him fervice in affifting 
the Ambafladors to put an end to the impprt;ant &8$[t 
tfi$y wer$ employed about. 

A a 3 Anothtf 
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Another Journey of P. Gerbillon into Tartary, 
to which Country be attended on the Emperor 
of China, in' the Tear 1692. 

^V H E 8th of September we fet out from Peking, 
**" and after having travelled fixty Lys we arrived 
at the Emperor's Baths. 

The 9th we went feventy Lys, and lodged at 
Hochan. 

The 10th we travelled ninety Lys. 

The nth we went feventy Lys, as far as Kou pe 
keou : The Emperor killed three Partridges and feve- 
ral Quails ; the Garrifon of Kou pe keou were under 
Arms at his Arrival ; the Emperor vifitcd the Sol- 
diers Houfes, and that of the General or Xfong ping* 
who ferved in a Collation : His Majefty diftributed 
Fruit to the Grandees and Officers of the Court, and 
alfo fent fome to me % and the Emperor's eldeft Son 
fliewed me a great deal of Favour. 

The 1 2th we went feventy Lys, and encamped af 
ISfgun tea tun \ in the Evening the Emperor gave them 
the Diverfion of a Wreftling Match. 

The 13th we went eighty Lys, and arrived at the 
general Quarters-near a Village called Humkiym : The 
Emperor took the Diverfion of Fifhing, throwing 
the Cafting-net himfelf with a great deal 6f Agility. 

The 14th we travelled feventy Lys ; this Day we 
made a Hunting-ring, and killed feven Stags, one of 
which was fhot by the Emperor's fifth Son with a 
Mufquet : The Emperor went a fifhing again near 
the Place where we were encamped, and caft a large . 
Net, but met only with very fmall Fifli ; it was 
pleafant to fee the Mantcheoux throw themfelves into 
the River, and walk without difficulty in order .to 

drag 
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drag the Net, tho' the Water was very cold ; for they 
took but little care of themfelves, notwithftanding the 
Rigour of the Seafon. 

The 15th we went feventy Lys, and when we were 
about half way made a Ring, and inclofed a great 
number of Stags and Roebucks : I faw the Emperor 
fhoot and mortally wound three great Stags and )two 
Hares ; he fhot one with fo great a Force that he 
buried an Arrow in its Billy, the End of which was 
nothing but Bone, and as blunt as the End of ones 
Finger, 

We encamped near a Village which was the laft we 
met with towards the North, for all the Land that is 
beyond it lies fallow that the Game may not be drove 
away, and there is a Prohibition neither to fow nor 
hunt under very great Penalties : From this Village 
towards the North, till we come beyond the Moun- 
tains, all that vaft Space that lies Weftward and Eaft- 
ward is referved for the Emperor's Diverfion, who 
hunts here every Year. 

From the Gate of the Great Wall thro* which we 
paffed, tho* the Country is fall of Mountains and Fo- 
refts, yet there is a great number of Valleys and 
Plains, the chief part of which arc cultivated at pre- 
sent, and the Soil of them is very fruitful ; the Graii} 
was very fine, efpecially the Millet : The Emperor, 
who is greatly pleafed with' the Happinefs of his Peo- 
ple, was fo joyful to fee fuch plenty of Corn, that 
he made choice of fbme of it to fend a Sample of by 
an Exprefs to the Emprefs Dowager and the Queens. 

The 1 6th the Emperor fet out before Day to go a 
Stag-hunting : We went twenty Lys before we reach- 
ed the Place his Majefty intended to dine at, and we . 
fat down to eat as foon as we arrived ; after we had 
travelled about ten Lys, they began to ufe the Stag- 
call, and the Emperor, having advanced a little be- 
fore into the Mountains, fhot one that weighed five 
hundred Pounds ; he did not fall dead till he had re- 

A a 4 ceived 
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ceived the fifth Musquet-fhot : His Majefty made % 
Ring with his new Mantcbeoux, to whom he had given 
a (hort Veft of white Sattin to diftinguilh them from 
the reft : He found nothing there but a feyr Roebuck^ 
and fmall Stags. 

From thence we entred into a pretty large Valley : 
The Emperor ordering the Hunters to ftand in a Line 
acrofs the Valley, went himfelf along it a Hawking, 
and catched feveral Quails and Pheafants, of whicfy 
thefe Plains are full : About two his Majefty alighted 
on the Bank of a fmall River which waters this Plain^ 
and ordered Supper to be got ready, it being the 
Cuftori} of the Tartan to fup very early : He him- 
felf cut and made ready the Stag's Liver vyhich he 
had killed : This is a part which is looked upon here 
as the mqft delicate, together with the Haunch : He wa^ 
accqmpany'd with three of his Sons, whom he hacj 
brought a hunting with him, and two of his Sons-in T 
law, taking a pleafure in teaching them the manner of 
cutting, preparing and roafting the Stag's Livers, ac- 
cording to tt\c Cuftom of the ancient Tartars, whicty 
this politick Pqnce obferved as much 'as poflible to 
keep his People in e^ercife. 

After having cut and prepared the Pieces of Liver 
to be roafted, he divided them among his Sons, Sons- 
in-law, and fome of his higheft Officers \ he likewifc 
(lid me the honour to give iqe i Piece with his own 
Hand, and every one applied himfelf to roaft his 
Piece of Meat after the Emperor's Example : When 
we had fupped, we rode gently towards the Camp, 
flvootihg at rheafants and Quails, of which we took $ 
quantity, and killed ieveral Roebucks which we met 
with in the Valley : I faw his Majefty kill Qne \yith a 
fingle Arrow, v 

The 1 7th the Weather \yas rainy, which prevented 
the Emperor from going a Stag-hunting ; he there- 
fore contented himfelf with pafling thro' a Valley a- 
fcout a League in length, full of Pheafants, Par- 

tndgc*. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



China, Chinese-Tartar y, &c. 361 

tf idges and Quails ; and ranging his Hunters in ^ 
Line quite acrofs the Valley, their Bufinefs was to put 
ijp all forts of Game : The Emperor went in the mid- 
dle, fometimes letting his Faulcon fly at Quails, Par- 
tridges and Pheafants, and fometjmes fhooting them 
with /Arrows; fometimes he caufed thofe that were 
near him to alight, and take the Pheafants and Par- 
tridges which were tired with flying, and wer? only a-* 
6le to run along the Grafs. 

' At his Return he dirtributed, with his own Hand* 
the greateft Part of the Game to the Mongous and 
fCalka Pr jnces, who were coipe to make their Com- 
pliments to the Grandees of the Court, and to the 
principal Officers - ? he likewife did me the honour tq 
give me fome in the fight of all the Company ; The 
bad Weather obliged his Majcfty to return very foon,' 
and pafs the reft of the Day in his Camp. 

In the Evening a Courier came from Peking bring- 
ing Letters written in the Tartarian Language from 
the Mandarin who was fent to Canton^ the Subftanqc 
of which was that Father Grimaldi would not return 
this Year, becaufc not being able to come by Land he 
was obliged to go back fo Mofcovy in wder to get a 
Paflage by Sea : In the' Evening the Emperor gave his 
Court the Diverfion of Wreftling. 

The 1 8th the Weather was cloudy almoft all th$ 
Day, and the Emperor did not hunt with a Stag-call, 
but made fcveral Rings, and by that means killed i 
great number of Stags .and Roebucks-, he likewife 
went a lhooting Pheafants, Partridges and Quails in 
the Valleys : Jiis Majefty dined, according to Cu- 
ftom, in the open Field, cutting and roafting his 
Meat himfelf; all the Hunters follow'd his Example, 
and he did me the honour to fend me fome from his 
pwn Table. 

*The 1 9th. the Emperor fet out at Day-break to go 
a Stag-hunting, but before we came to the Place of 
Jflend&vbus he perceived a Trger running between 
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two Mountains : His Majefty font with all fpecd for 
the Hunters, and caufed the Place to be furrounded 
which he had feen the Tiger go into, but to no pur- 
pofe, for he made his efcape without being feen by 
the Centinels, and by his Flight hindred the Em- 
peror from going a Stag-hunting with a Stag-call this 
Day ; but he ordered three Rings to be made, in which 
he killed thirty or forty Stags and Roebucks. 

The Weather, which was ferene over Night, be- 
came cloudy in the Morning, and it began to rain about 
Noon, and lafted till the Evening ; however it did 
not hinder his Majefty from dining in the open Field, 
according to Cuftom, after h« had cut, drcfled, and 
roafted his Meat as leifurely.asif it had been the fineft 
"Weather in the World, whole Prefence and Example 
obliged all the reft to do the fame thing : The Em- 
peror was greatly pleafed to fee me, after the Exam- 
ple of the whole Court, take a piece of Venifon and 
roaft it myfelf without waiting for his Command j 
however he was fo gracious as to fend me part of the 
Meat which he had cut, prepared, and roafted with 
his own Hand : We returned afterwards to the Camp 
throughly wet, and the Rain lafted till the beginning 
of the Night, when a ftrong North Wind arofe which 
made the Air very cold. 

The 20th at Day-break we fet out along with the 
Emperor to hunt with a Stag- call ; his Majefty, as he 
paffed out of his Tent, was aware of n>e, and fqeing 
that I was not clothed in Fur, he asked me if I had 
not brought fuch Garments along with me 5 I reply'd 
that I had, but did not think it cold enough to make 
ufe of them : Upon which he faid to his People that 
our Europeans had a great deal of Courage, and that 
we were made for Labour and Fatigue •, a few Days 
afterwards he praifed me publickly in the prefence of 
the Courtiers, becaufe I fpared no pains but followed 
him every whe^e, and was never found the hindmoft 
of the Company : The laft Year, faid he to me ano- 
ther 
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ther time, I was under fome Fears about you, but 
at prefent 1 look upon you as one of my own Peo* 
pie, and wherever I go I am now no longer uneafy 
about you. 

The Stag did not anfwer to the Call, fo that we 
were contented to make Rings as ufual ; we made 
three, and killed a great number of Stags and Roe^ 
bucks, with five Wild-Boars ; three of the laft were 
killed by the Emperor, who likewife killed fix Stags : 
After this Sport was over the Emperor dined in the ' 
open ( Air as ufual ; he gave me Stags-Liver drefled 
with his own Hand, and lent me a Difh from his 
own Table : A Mongous Regulo, to whom the 
neighbouring Country called Oniotb belonged, came 
this Day to accompany the Emperor in Hunting ; 
his Brother, with whom I had contracted ah Ac- 
quaintance the Year before, was arrived fome Days 
before. 

The 2 1 ft the Emperor fet out at Day-break to hunt 
with a Stag-call, but he could entice none within 
Mufquet-lhot ; they only anfwered the Call at a du 
fiance and very weakly, infomuch that we were ob- 
liged to make Rings : The Emperor fent for five hun- . 
dred Mongous from Cortcbin, which is at no great di- 
fiance from the Place where we were ; they had the 
Reputation of excellent Hunters, and were very skil- 
ful in making thefe fort of Rings : As thefe Mongous 
hunted at their own Expence, and were mounted on 
their own Horfes, the Emperor to fatigue* them the 
lefs divided them into two Companies, who were cm- 
ployed alternately. 

This Day they made double Rings ; the firft and 
innermoft was compofed of thefe Mong wj-Hunters ; 
the fecond confifted of the Emperor's Hunters, that 
is the new Mantthtoux ; Thefe latter marched fifty or 
fixty Paces behind the others, and had Orders to 
fhoot the Game which fhould efcape the firft Ring ; 
on the infide of which there was another Company 

of 
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of Pikemen, who with their long Pikes or Halberts 
beated the thickeft Places of the Wood ; the Man- 
ggus* Hunter* did not (hoot at all, their only care 
being to hinder the Game from getting away, and to. 
make them run towards the Part where the Emperor 
or his Sons were, who rode in different Places of the 
Ring -> fome of the Officers of the Emperor's Train 
followed his Majefty within the Ring, running here 
and there to turn the Game towards the Emperor 
and to kill them outright when they were wound- 
ed .by him ; for no one is allowed, but the Empe-r 
ror and his Sons, to fhoot within the Ring without 
an exprefs Order from his Majefty, which he feldom 
gives. 

This Day they made two Rings, and there was 
greater plenty of Game than I had yet feen : There 
were killed eighty-two large Stags and Roebucks 5 
there was fcarcely ever a more agreeable Hunting feen* 
for the Place favoured it very much ; the Ring was 
made/on the declivity of a Mountain quite covered 
with. Wood unlefs near the bottom, where there was 
a great plain Field with nothing but Grafs and 
Filbert-trees, which did not hinder the Horfes from 
galloping: Beyond this Place there was a craggy 
Mountain, fo that if any Stag happen'd to be hurt 
Mjhen he came out of the Wood into the open Field, 
which lies at the Foot of the Mountain, he was not 
able to climb up, and was obliged to run ^long the 
Valley between the two Mountains, and to endure the 
Shot of the Emperor's Hunters who guarded the 
Place, infomuch that there was fcarce any Stag or 
Roebuck that was able to make his Efcape 2 As fo 
fuccefsful a Hunting was not expedted, the Camels 
and Horfes that were brought to carry off the Game 
were not fufficient, fo that they were obliged to fend 
to the Camp for qiore : His Majefty dined in the 
open Field, according to Cuftom, with the fame Ce- 
remonies, and the fame Marks of his Favour, as the 

preceding 
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'preceding Days; he likewife diftributed fome of the 
Game among the Mongous. 

The 23d Rings weit made in like manner, butthfe 
Hunting was not fo fuccefsful, for there were but fifty 
Stags and Roebucks killed in all ; when they returned 
to the Camp, and the Emperor hunted along a great 
Valley, as he was riding after a Roebuck his Horfe 
met with a hole and fell down, and the Emperbr with 
him, but ' without receiving any hurt, for he only , • 
changed his Horfe and continued to hunt as before. 

The 24th we went a hunting as ufual, but it was 
ftill lefs fuccefsful, being but little Game killed ; fo 
that the Emperor returned early back 'to the Camp, 
and in the Evening diverted himfelf with feeing fome 
of his People wrcftle before his Tent. 

The 25th News was brought to the Emperor that 
fcveral Stags were heard the Evening before near a 
Rock called Oulatai^ a Place famous for hunting, be- 
caufe the Neighbouring Country is full of Hills, a- 
mong which are Valleys and Plains interfperfed, with 
Groves and Thickets very agreeable to the Eye, and 
fo full of wild Beafts, that for thefe twelve Years pad 
which the Emperor has hunted here the Game does 
not feem to be at all diminifhed : The Emperor fet 
out an Hour before Day for this Place, and in the 
Morning killed two large Stags which were decoyed • 
by the Stag-call, making afterwards two Rings in 
which he killed a very great number ; the Etaperor 
killed nine Stags with his own Hand, after which he 
dined in the open Fields, cutting and drefling the 
Stag's Liver as ufual. 

When Dinner was almoft ended there was News 
brought that a Bear had been difcovered near the Camp, 
and that the Grandees of the Court having notice of 
it had caufed him to be forrounded in the Wood where 
he was till his Majefty came himfelf to hunt him: 
The Emperor immediately mounted his Horfe, and 
fet out for the Place where the Bear was, attended 

by 
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by all his Hunters ; as he went along he ordered 
the Fields to be beaten,, and let his Faulcons fly at 
Quails and Pheafants, of which the Country was 
foil; he likewife killed a Pheafant flying with one 
(ingle Shot : We arrived a little before Sun-fet where 
the Bear lay ; it was a fmall Grove of Trees growing 
, very thick where this Creature was concealed in a 

kind of Fort : His Majefty at his Arrival ordered the 
Horfcmen to ftrike againft the Trees ; but they 
fliouted, beat -the Trees, and cracked their Whips in 
vain, for the Bear continued fafe in his Fort, and 
could not be got out till they had pafled and repafled fe- 
veral times through the Wood ; and after he had roared 
a long while, he at length run down the Mountain, 
and crofled an open and unequal Country : His Ma- 
jefty and the Hunters followed hirri on horfeback, 
. till he went into a Place where he might be eafily fliot : 
The skilful Hunters placed themfelves on each fide the 
Bear at the diftance of fifteen or twenty Paces, and 
condufted him gendy till they came to a narrow Pat- 
jage between two Hills. 

As this Animal is heavy, and cannot run fad: any 
Jong time, he ftopp'd on the declivity of one of the 
Hills, and the Emperor Handing on the fide of the 
oppofite Hill fhot at him with Pleafure, and with one 
fipgle Arrow pierced his Side, and gave him a deadly 
Wound ; when the Creature found himfelf hurt he 
gave a dreadful Roar, and turned his Head in a great 
Fury towards the Arrow that ftuck in his Belly, and 
endeavouring to pull it out, he broke it to pieces, and 
running a few races further he ftopp'd Ihort ; then 
the Emperor alighting from his Horfe took a Half- 
pike which the Mantcbeoux make ufe of againft the 
Tigers, and taking four of the ableft Hunters, armed 
in the lame manner, he approached the Bear, and 
{tabbing him with his Half-pike killed him outright : 
At this nothing was heard but Applaufes and Shouts 
for Joy, 

The 
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The Emperor fending for his Horfc I withdrew a 
little out of the way to give him room to mount, and 
after taking a little turn I approached the Bear tor 
view him a little nearer : As I was attentive in 
examining his Head, which I held between my Hands 
without confidering who was near me, the firft Eunuch 
of the Bedchamber, who ftood on my right Hand, 
gave me a gentle ,Pufti to inform me that the Empe- 
ror was on my Left, and that I was almoft clofe to 
him without knowing any thing of the matter : His 
Majefty, who faw the Sign that the Eunuch made, 
upon which I drew back thinking to gofbmedtftance* 
ordered the Eunuch to let me look upon him at 
leifure, and bid me not withdraw. 

Tliis Creature was *ery large, . and five or fix Foot 
long from the Head to the Root of the Tail ; his 
Body was proportionably thick, the Hair being long, 
black and fhining like a Jackdaw ; his Ears and Eyes 
were very fmall, and his Neck as thick as his Belly: 
Thofe which I have feen in France were neither lb 
large, nor had fuch fine Hair ; the Emperor owned 
that he had never taken* greater Pleafure in hunting 
than now : We did not return to the Camp till Night 
came on : As it was the fifteenth Day of the eighth 
Chinefc Moon, which is a day of Rejoicing among 
them, wherein Friends are wont to make Prefents of 
Eatables, efpecially Cakes and Water-melons, the 
Emperor caufed fuch things to be diftributed among 
the Grandees of his Court and his principal Officers, 
after which he gave Wine and Arrack to the Officers 
of his Houfliold, both great and fmall, as likewife 
to his Guards, Hunters, Eunuchs and Soldiers. 

The 16th the Emperor went a hunting with a 
Stag-call at Day-break ; half a League from the 
Camp we perceived three large Stags going along a 
fmall Plain wherein we were, at a fmall diftance from 
them ; the Emperor alighted and ordered the Stag-call 
to be made ufe of j the Male anfwercd to it, but his 

Majefty 
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Majefty making a little Noife, having before hini 
the Perfon who carried the Stags-head, the three Stags 
were aware of the Snared and ran away before they 
came within reach of a Musquct-fhot : It was to no 
pur pofe that the Stags were called the remaining Part 
of the Morning, for not one appeared, on which ac- 
count they made two Rings as on the precceding Days, 
and killed above fifty Stags, and a few Roebucks, 
with five wild Boars : A high Wind which arofe 
obligpd us to return early to the Camp* 

The 27th we abode in the Camp, becaufe there 
was a very ftrong and cold North-weft Wind all this 
Day : The Emperor,aftcr Dinner, fcnt me fome Sirup 
made on purpofe for me, and would have me drink 
it out of his own Cup : In the Evening three of his 
Sons who had been fcnt, during the heat of the Sum- 
mer* into Tartary to recover their Health, arrived in 
the Camp •, the four other Sons of the Emperor went 
to meet them with all the Grandees of the Court, and 
his Majefty went to receive them at the Gate of the 
inmoft Inclofure made by the Tents : He was ex- 
tremely joyful to find them in perfect health; 

The 28th the Emperor went a hunting as foon 3s 
day appeared ; it was fo very cold that we were al- 
moft all clothed in double Fur as in the hardeft Win- 
ter, and the Dew of our Breath that fell upon oqr 
Beards froze in an inftant : The Emperor ftill conti- 
nued his Chace, calling the Stags a long time, feyeqil 
of which anfwered to the Call, but none came within 
Mufquet-fliot : One of the Hunters, that accompa- 
nied the Emperor, advancing foftly towards a Stag 
which he difcovered at a diftance, had fo good an Aim 
" that he killed him with his Bow and Arrows. 

As the Wind ftill continued to blow the Hunters 
were called back, and two Rings were made near eadi 
other, where there was plenty of Game, and a great 
number of Stags were killed : The Emperor killed 
ten with his own Hand, and an Animal called Choulon* 

as 
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as big as the largeft Wolf, the Skin of which is 
greatly efteemed for the Fur ; the Hair is long, foft 
and ftrong : Thefe Skins are fold at Peking from 
fifteen to twenty Crowns apiece: After thefe two 
Rings were made, the Wind (till continuing to blow, 
we went early to the Camp : The Mofcovites call the 
Animal I havejuft mentioned Liu 9 which 1 take 1 3 be 
a fort of a Lynx. 

The 29th we continued in the Camp, but the Em* 
peror fet out by Day-break to go to a Place in the 
Mountains famous for the Plenty of large Stags which 
are found there, and which is called Qulaftai -, the hunt- 
ing began with the Stag-call, and the Emperor killed 
very large Stags ; towards Noon the Ring was or- 
dered to be made, in which above ninety were kill'd 
with eight or ten Roebucks, infomuch that there were 
brought to the Camp a hundred and two of both forts \ 
the Stags were generally very large ; the Emperor him- 
lelf killed thirty-fix, and that in a fhorttime. • 

It was a Diverfion truly worthy of a Prince to be- 
hold thefe Stags defending on all fides from the 
Mountains into a Place between two Hills very fteep, 
and all covered with Trees, and as there is no Paf- ^ 
iage out fome endeavouring to climb back up the * 
Mountains, and others running againft the Hunters, 
whom they fometimes threw from their Horfes ; how- 
ever, as the Ring was double and very clofc, fcarce 
one could make his Efcapc : The Emperor had given 
leave to his Officers and Hunters to Ihoot all that 
came near them. 

One of the Pages of the Bedchamber was very near 
the Emperor, and his Horfe prancing and throwing 
him down at the very inftant he was lhooting a Stag, 
he would have killed fome of his Companions if he 
had not dextroufly turned his Bow, but unfortunately 
the Arrow touched the Emperor's Ear ; the Horfe 
ran away, and as he belonged to the Emperor's Sta- 
bles the Page ran after him, and took this Opportu- 

Vol. IV. Bb nity 
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nity to abfent himfelf the reft of the Day ; he return- 
ed at Night with his Horfe, and caufing his Hands 
to be tied behind him, like a Criminal, he went and 
kneeled down at the Door of the Emperor's Tent to 
fubmit himfelf to his Majefty's Difcretion, and to 
teftify by this Procedure that he thought himfelf cul- 
pable and worthy of Death : The Emperor was con- 
tented, with fending him a Reprimand, and ordered 
him to be told, thattho* he deferved to fufferhe would 
grant him his Pardon, becaufe he looked upon this 
Fault as the Blunder of a, young Perfon, and yet upon 
this condition that he lhould be more careful for the 
time to come, and more faithful in his Services. 

The 30th we began to bend our Courfe towards 
the South- weft, whereas hitherto we had ft ill gone 
North- weft : Our Road lay chiefly Weft, and very 
little to the South ;■ the Baggage was carried but thirty 
Lys, but we went fixty with the Emperor, who be- 
gan the Hunting as ufual with his Stag-call j he killed 
one and wounded another i he afterwards made a Ring 
much larger than ufual, and found ftill more Garfie: 
They were feen to come out in great Companies from 
among the Trees that were on the declivity of the 
Mountain, and in this (ingle Ring were killed one 
hundred and fifty-four Stags and eight Roebucks : The 
Emperor killed twenty-two with his own Hand : He 
afterwards took the Road to the Camp along a large 
Valley which is watered with a Rivulet : This Valley 
was full of Pheafants and Quails ; the Emperor lhot 
fcveral flying with Arrows : All the Valley was beaten 
by a row of Hunters ; fometimes his Majefty let fly 
his Faulcon upon Quails and Pheafants, fometimes 
he fhot them with Arrows, fometimes they were taken 
up by the Hunters when they were weary with Flying, 
-and endeavoured to conceal themfelves in the Grafs : I 
took one up my felf which ftopp'd fhort before my 
Horfe,' being neither able to fly nor run. * 
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Soon after .we arrived in the Camp the Grand 
Lama of Kalka* with his Brother Toucbetouhan, . the . 
Chief Prince of the Kalkas, came to falute the Empe- 
ror in his Camp: His Majefty had difpatched, three- 
Days before, one of the principal Lords to invite 
them hither: When they drew. near the Camp the 
•Emperor fent feveral Lords to meet them, and when 
they were centred his Majefty fent fix of his Sons to 
receive .them : I faw them all go forward on Foot out 
of the Camp when they went to compliment the Lama 
and his Brother. 

Soon after thefe two Princes were admitted to an 

Audience : They were both habited in their Robes 

of State, which the Emperor had given them the 

. .Year before, but their C^ps were of their own Coun- 

- try-Fafliion ; as his Majefty had told me a little be- 
lore that they.cajjie to have an Audience, and as. I 
was not prefent I am not able to relate the Ceremo* 

.*ues-,.all that I -know is that the Emperor received 
{ itbetn into bis Tent as into a Room, and made them 

- eat . in his _ Frefence, but the principal Officers of thejr 
/Train were fcrv'd wkhout. 

.Thei ift Day of Oftober -we. continued in the Camp, 

-where the Emperprfeafted the Lama, his % Brother, 

\ Sifter, and. feme x>ther of the Wives pf the principal 

tfaikis -Malkas ; -it was- within the Inclqfure of the 

/Tents that tfee Fc^ft was m^de : It confifted of Tables 

Joaded with large Pieces of rostfted ,aqd hoikd .Meat, 

: but all cold : After theRppaft the Diverfion of Wreft- ' 

Hng was to have fueeeeded, but ? it. was prevented by 

. the! Rain,; and cyery one returned to .his Quarters. 

The 3d the Emperor let out as ufual at Day- 
.;break*to hunt the Stag,, and kill'd , feveral in the 
: Ring which way-made : At his. Return her fhotPhea- 
>£mts^hnd Qjjails. flying ;. at: the entrance of the Camp 
the third of the Kdlka-Frinccs came to falute his Ma- 
* jefty, accompanied with feveral confiderable Lamas, 
•and three x>r. four of his principal Officers: This 
B b 2 young 
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young Prince, who was not above twelve Years old, 
was drove from his Country by the King of EJutb 9 
who by the Afliftance of fome of his principal Sub- 
jects took the Father Prifoner, and afterwards pot 
him to Death : The greateft Part of the Kalkas of 
that Country were obliged to fubmit to the King of 
Eltttb ; the reft died thro* the Hard/hips they under- 
went, or were made Slaves, infomuch that this Prince 
has but few Subje&s left : As he had Recourie to the 
Emperor's Prote&ion, and is become one of his Vaf- 
fals, his Majefty made him quit the Title of Emperor, 
and gave him that of Vang of the higheft Order, 
which the Portuguefe call Regulo ; he afligned him 
Territories in the Neighbourhood of Koukou botun 3 
gave him .Mony, Cattle, Pieces of Silk, Cloth, &c* 
When the Emperor perceived him he ftopp'd, and 
asked him feveral Queftions with a great fliew of 
Kindn efs. 

The 3d we fet out early for Hunting, and the Em- 
peror had fcarcely began to call the Stag, but he had 
notice of a Bear being difcovered in a neighbouring 
Mountain, upon which his Majefty repaired thither, 
and having lurrounded the Thicket where the Bear 
was lodged, on the declivity of a very fttep Moun- 
tain, they beat the Trees and the Bear came out \ and 
while he was climbing up to the top of the Moun- 
tain, where the Emperor waited for him, his Majefty 
fhot feveral Arrows which made him return back, but 
he did not go far before he fell dead of the Wounds 
on the declivity of the fame Mountain : He was very 
near of the fame ftrength and bignefs as that I have 
lpoke of before: I only obferved that* upon his Belly 
there were two Stripes of a tawny Colour of about a 
Finger's breadth ; thefe two- Stripes made an Angle; 
between his four Legs, and reach'd as far as the mid- 
dle of his Body. 

This Hunting being over the Emperor ordered the 
Stags to be called, when feveral anfwered, but none 

came 
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came within Mufquet-fhot, infomuch that they were 
contented with making two fmall Rings in Places un- 
fit for die purpofe, fo that they met with but few 
Stags, however to make amends a large Tiger was at 
length difcovered : The Emperor caufed him to be 
hunted as ufiial, forcing him out of his Den between 
two Mountains, and driving him up and down feveral 
tirftes by the Dogs which they let upon him, and 
which barked at him inceflantly : His .Majefty having 
wounded him with two Arrows, he ordered the Pike- 
men to advance with their Half-pikes ; the Tiger fell 
fiercely upon one of their Companies, by whom he 
' was pierced through and through, and fell down 
dead at the foot of the Mountain : It was the longeft 
that I had everfeen, and was very old, according to the 
Opinion of the Connoifleurs: The Emperor latisfied 
with the Sport, and elpccially with the new Mantcheoux 
who had performed well, hediftributedthe Bear's Flefh 
among them in the Evening, which was very fat and 
delicate : His Majefty dined in the open Field, and 
diftributed Venifon to all the Hunters 1 We did not 
return to the Camp till an hour and a half after it was 
Night. 

The 4th the Hunting began as ufual ; the Emperor 
killed three Stags by means of the Call, and a few 
others in the Rings which he had made. 

The 5th the Emperor fet out at Day-break to call .• 
die Stags ; we marched among Mountains extremely 
deep and full of Trqes,and doing nothing but afcen- 
ding and defcending 3 His Majefty killed one Stag 
with a Call, and made a Ring but found no Game ; 
we travelled at leaft nine or ten Leagues to the North- 
weft, and the baggage five, and we encamped beyond 
thefc high Mountains in a more open Country, but 
full of naked Hills. 

The 6th we continued in the Camp where the Em- 
peror made a Feaft for the Princes, the Kfllka^jxvsm^ 
and the whole Court, 

B b 3 Tho 
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The 7th we began to travel towards Peking, but 
very flowly, and hunting as we went along : The 
large Baggage returned the fame way it came, and 
the Emperor with a fmall Train went towards the 
Weft to continue hunting among the Mountains in 
thofe Parts, where he killed two Stags by means of 
the Stag-call, and in a Ring killed both fome Stags 
and Roebucks, 

In the Evening, as he returned to the Camp, the 

Emperor's Ninth Son arrived, who Hard behind at 

P eking 1 beiqg ill of an I mpofthume behind his Ear : 

The Emperor fent for him, after he knew he was 

9 cured, to give him the Diverfion of Hunting. 

The 8th the Emperor informed us that he took but 
few alorg with him, and that when I was alone, for 
two other Jefuits were arrived with the young Prince, 
he had always required me to attend him, but fined 
we were more in number he would not feparate us. 

According to his Orders we left his Majefty, and 
followed the Track pf the leven Princes : The Em- 
peror could decoy no Stags with a Call, but caught a 
great number in a Ring : They met with fix Tigers 
in a very thick Wood, but could not kill them with- 
out danger to the Hunters, fo his Majefty chofe ra^- 
ther to lofe the Sport than hazard their Lives, 

From hence he went towards the Camp, and at his 
Arrival there continued on horfeback till the Tents 
were put in order, and afterwards fhot at a Butt with 
the belt Marksmen among his Train : The Emperor* 
and his Sons admired their Skill •, feveral Mongou 
Princes diftinguifhed themfelves likewife ; the Em- 
peror dined this Day in the Camp, and after he had 
difpatched fome Affairs, and fent away feveral Cou- 
riers, he afterwards appointed a Wreftling for the 
piverfion of the Court. 

The 9th the Emperor went as ufiial to hunt with a 
Stag-call, and ordered me to follow him, which I 
did : He killed but one Stag, becaufe the Hunting 
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was interrupted by the Difcovery of a Tiger, which 
he purfued a long while among very fteep Moun- 
tains: At laft the Tiger getting into his Den the 
Emperor lent one of his Pages, with his own Gun, to 
endeavour to Ihoot him where he lay, or at lead to drive 
him out :• The Page executed his Commiflion fo well, 
that making a Random- fhot where he judged he lay 
hid he forced him. out, and- then fhooting again killed 
him at once : The fame Inftant he returned the Em- 
peror Thanks, for the Honour he~had done him, by 
nine Proftrations. 

They then made a Ring and killed feveral Stags, 
after which the Emperor returned to the Camp without 
eating in the Field as ufual, for fear left the great Fires 
fhould run along the dry Grafs, and fo lay hold of 
the Trees. 

The 10th the Emperor went as ufual to hunt with 
a Stag- call, and we followed foon after with the 
Princes, and a great Company of Hunters : His Ma* 
jefty having fpent all the Morning without Succefs, 
made a large Ring wherein were killed a great num-r 
ber of Stags, and feveral Antelopes j after which he 
dined in the open Field. 

The nth the Emperor hunted on one fide with 
the Tartarian Hunters, and his Sons with the Mon~ 
gous on the other : The Princes killed eighteen Stags 
and a few Antelopes in two Rings, which, with what 
the reft had killed, amounted to forty. 

The 1 2th we continued our Hunting, and the Em-* 
peror killed two Stags in the Morning by means of 
the Stag-call \ the Princes followed foon after, and 
made a Ring, in which they found a large Bear who 
had made his Den among thick Bufhes, and notwith* 
ftanding all they could do they could not get him 
out : They fet feveral Dogs upon him, one of which 
going too near was torn in pieces ; they beat the 
IJulhes in vain, for he only went frojn one Thicket to 
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another, always flopping in the thickeft Places : At 
laft he was fhot by the Emperor's ninth Son, and. fell 
down dead with the fecond Wound given him by an 
Arrow : They continued Stag-hunting till they had 
killed forty-nine, after which the Emperor dined in 
the open Fields, and returned late to the Camp, 

The 13th the* Emperor called the Stags all the 
Morning to no purpofe, upon which he made a Ring 
in a Place famous ' for plenty of Stags, and killed 
eighteen, and afterwards we encamped in a Valley near 
fome hot Baths: his Majefty dined in this Place, 
and bathed in th^: Evening ; he asked us feveral 
Queflions concerning the Baths, and told us he had 
feen above thirty in different Parts of his Dominions, 
and among others one about twenty Leagues wefl^- 
ward of thefe, which fprings out of twenty diffe- 
rent Places, but the Water has not all the fame 
Tafte. 

The 14th the Hunting began as ufual, and the 
Emperor difcovered t\?o large Tigers feemingly a- 
fleep, and ftanding on the Top of ah adjacent Rock ; 
he fhot twice at them with an Harquebufs, and 
wounded the Paw of one with the fecond Shot, at 
which they fled different ways ; they were immedi- 
ately purfued, and killed by the Emperor's. Sons ; 
the Dogs were let loofe upon one before he was quite 
dead, and the Tiger rofe up full of Fury feeking to 
devour thofe about him : The Emperor prcier'd him 
to be killed inftantly by the Pikemen, who gave him 
three Stabs with their Pikes : This Creature made 
aftonifhing Efforts till he was quite dead. 

Afterwards the Emperor went in purfuit of ano- 
ther Tiger which lay on the fide of a Hill in the 
midft of a Thicket : His Majefty flood upon an op- 
pofite Eminence within Gun-fhot, and fhot three 
times ; the two firfl: Shoots difturbed the Tiger, and 
the third, lodging a Ball in his Body above his left 

Shoulder^ 
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Shoulder, made him get up and fly ; he had hardly 
gone twenty or thirty Paces on the declivity of the 
Mountain but he f$U down dead : After this Hunt- 
ing was over the Emperor dined in the open Fields, 
and diftribyted the Venifon to his Officers and Hun- 
ters, which they had killed as they went along the 
Road. 

We returned to the Camp at the Edge of Night, 
and after our Arrival the Emperor went out to (hew 
the Grandees of the Court the Tigers he had killed : 
They were both Males, and the largeft that ever were 
feen ; and when they were examined more nearly it 
was found that they were wounded in feveral Places, 
not only with Shot, but with the Teeth and Claws of 
Other Tigers. 

The Emperor ordered them to be flea'd, and gave 
the Claws to the Surgeon of Macao who defired them, 
becaufe they were good, as he faid, to difcover when 
Children were troubled with the Wind, which is a 
dangerous Diforder. 

He faid when the Children cry, and refufe the 
Breaft, they lay a Tiger's Claw on their Belly, and 
if the Diftemper is the Wind there arifes a fort of a 
Bark upon the Claw : He likewife pretended that 
Tigers Claws were proper to make an Ointment of 
for the KingVEvil, which I will not warrant to be 
true. 

The lame Day the five hundred Mongous Hunters* 
fubjeft to the Regulo of Cortcbin^ were fent back to 
their own Country ; the Emperor ordered a hand- 
fom Repaft for them before they departed, and diftri- 
buted among them Mony, Cloth, and Tea; and 
Clothes and Pieces of Silk to their Officers and, 
Taikis, 

The 14th we travelled thro* a large Valley full of 
Phcafants and Partridges, above two hundred of which 
the Emperor killed and wounded : After we were en- 
camped 
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camped the Emperor went a Stag-hurtting with the 
Call, but without Succefs ; afterwards we had the Di- 
verfion of Wreftling, and thofe who fignaliz'd them- 
felves were rewarded with Mony, 

The i6tb we ftill went thro* a large Valley culti- 
vated in feveral Places : The Emperor, as he went a- 
long, diverted himfelf with (hooting at Hares and 
Pheafants, feveral of which he kilPd. 

The 17th before we fet out the Emperor fent the 
two Fathers, and the Surgeon who came with his 
ninth Son, to vifit one of his Brothers-in-law who lay 
fick in a Village a hundred Lys beyond the Place 
where we were encamp'd this Day : The Chinefe Phy- 
ficians had given him over, for which reafon his Fa- 
ther defired the Emperor to fend a European Do&or : 
The Emperor, who greatly lov'd this Family, fent 
immediately all the European Remedies he had, that 
thofe might be chofen which were proper for his Di- 
ftemper, which was a malignant Fever. 

This Day we travelled fixty Lys, ftill in Valleys 
. watered with the fame River as the precedent, and the 
Emperor diverted himfelf with killing Hares and Phea- 
fants all the way./ 

When we were arriv'd at the Place defign'd for our 
Encampment, while he waited for the Arrival of the 
Baggage he went and took a little Repofe in the 
Houfe of one of his Farmers, who cultivated the ad- 
jacent Fields, and inform'd himfelf very minutely 
from the Peafants concerning this Year's Crop, and 
even defired to fee the different forts of Grain which 
grew in this Country. 

The 1 8th, as we wero ready to fet out, an Exprefs 
came to the Emperor with News that his Majefty's 
.Brother-in-law lay at the laft Extremity, and that 
there was no farther Expectation from the ufual Re- 
medies : Whereupon the Emperor fent the Poor's Me- 
dicines which I had given him, b\\t they came toq 
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late, for he died foon after he had taken a Dole of the 
White Powder. 

This Day the Emperor made two Rings in Mount- 
tains very fteep and difficult to (land upon, and kilt- 
led four Stags with his own Hand ; the Hunters like- 
wise killed a few more, after which we encamp'd at 
Ngan kia tun. 

The 19th we encamp'd at Kou pe heou ; a little be- 
fore our Arrival the Emperor learnt the News of his 
Brother-in-law's Death, at which he feem'd greariy 
concerned, and immediately fent the two Officers, whp 
brought the News, Poft to his Uncle with Compli- 
ments of Condolence *, and at the fame time fent ano- 
ther of his Brothers-in-law, who is a Grandee of the 
Court, to condutt the Corps to Peking : The Empe- 
ror found all the" Militia, who guard this Gate of 
the Great Wall, ranged along the Plain, but ykk 
no other Arms than a Sword •, they all kneeled dowp 
as his Majefty pafc'd by. This Morning the Empe- 
ror fent me three Diflies of Meat from his own Ta- 
ble, and I underftood he had fpoken of me over Night 
before his Domefticks in a very obliging manner, 
praifing more efpecially my Affe&ion for his Service, 
and Attachment to his Perfon. 

The 2cth we went fifty Lys, and encampM in a 
Village called Nan tcbin tcboang; The Emperor went 
almoft all the way by Water in a fmall Bark, and the 
Huntersi and Officers of his Train march'd on each 
fide the River," beating the Fields to ftart Hares, and 
driving them towards the River-Banks for his Ma- 
jefty to ihoot them : He fhot fome while he was in 
the Bark," and others after he was landed ; he like- 
wife fhot fome Ducks : This Pay one of the prin- 
cipal Reguloes of Peking came to meet the Em- 
peror. 

The 2 1 ft we went twenty Lys, and encamp'd in a 

Town called Cbuiynhien: The Emperor travelled 
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the firft forty and the laft twenty Lys on horfe- 
back, and the other forty by Water, fhooting at 
Hares as on the Day before, feveral of which he kil- 
led, and took not a few Partridges and Pheafants 
try means of his Faulcons : A great Part of the fupe- 
rior Mandarins in Peking came to falute the Emperor 
cither in the Road or in tlfe Camp. 

The 2 2d the Emperor fet out two Hours before 
Day that he might arrive in good time at Peking, 
which is but fixty Lys from Chuiyn kien : After he 
had travelPd twenty Lys he was met by his Son and 
Heir, who fet out from Peking at midnight to meet 
his Father 5 they continued together the Remainder 
of the Journey, and took a Repaft in a Village thir- 
ty Lys from Peking ; the Emperor did me the Hor 
nour again to fend me Difhes of Meat from his Ta* 
ble, as he had very often done during this Journey, 
particularly for feven or eigjit Days paft he never 
faird Morning and Evening, We arrived at Peking 
before Noon, 
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Geographical Observations 
on the 

KINGDOM of COREA. 

Taken from the Memoirs of Ft re Regis. 

H E Kingdom of Core* is called by the 
Cbinefe* Kao Iin* 9 and by the Mantcheoux 
Tartars their Neighbours, Solbof- 9 the 
Name alfo of Tcbaojfien is to be met with 
in the Cbine/e Writings, either becaufc it 
was then the Name the moft known in the Weftern 
Part, or becaufe it was then the Name of the Capi- 
tal City : I don't think it neceflary to give an Ac- 
count of the other Names by which this Kingdom 
hath been called for a little time; it is lufficient to 
know that for a great many Ages paft it hath com- 
monly been called Kao li, and that no other Name is 
to be met with in the Hiftory of the Imperial Family 
Yuen of the twelfth Century. This Kingdom is 
bounded on the North by the ancient Country of the 
Eafterh Tartars, very well known by the Name of 
Mantcbeoux, fincc they made themfdves Matters of 

* Thrj fay Kao li kou ? Koue fignifies Kingdom. 

f The Tartars /«?, Solbo Kcmxon * TLquxqh Jignijits Kingdom. 
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China : It borders on the Weft upon the Cbinefe Pro- 
vince called in Writings fometimes Leao tong 9 and at 
other times Quang tong^ which is feparated from Eaft 
Tartary by a wooden Palifedo, which the Cbinefe call 
"The Wooden-Wall^ Mou teou tcbing. The Sea, where- 
in there are fome Iflands, bounds it on the Eaft and 
on the South : The Breadth of Corea from North to 
South is almoft nine Degrees, beginning about the 
thirty-fourth, and ending at the forty-thinl Degree of 
Latitude : Its Length from Eaft to Weft is unequal, 
and fomewhat lefs than its Breadth, being in its 
greateft Extent not more than fix Degrees, i did not 
go far enough into the Kingdom, as I laid before, to 
be able to fpeak with any Certainty concerning the 
Nature of its Soil ; but what I faw of it upon the 
Frontiers is very well cultivated after the manner of 
the Southern Cbinefe: A Tartar Lord, whom the 
Emperor hath fent nere, attended by one of the infe- 
rior Mandarins of the Mathematick Tribunal, gave 
us an Account that the Country is good, and pro- 
duces in great plenty whatever is neceflary for . Life, 
as Rice, Corn, Millet and other Grain : The fame 
Lord hath brought along with him a Map of it, ex- 
aftly like that in the Royal Palace ; as he did not go 
farther than the Court he only gave us the Length of 
the Road which he took thither from the City of 
Fong boang tcbing, having had it meafur*d by a Line. 
Fong boang tcbing is at the Eaft end of the Palifado 
of Quang t'ong : We were there, and it is from 
this very Spot that we began to take its Dimenfions. 
We found by immediate Obfervations its Latitude to 
be ten Degrees, thirty Minutes, and twenty Seconds ; 
and its Longitude appeared to be feven Degrees and 
forty two Minutes ; to the Eaft of this City is the 
Weftern Boundary of Corea under the now reigning 
Family 5 for after the Wars of the Coreans with 
the Mantcbeoux, who fubdued them before they at- 
tacks China, it was at laft agreed upon between them 
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that there fhould be left a certain Space uninhabited 
between the Palifado and the Boundaries of Corea : 
Thofe Boundaries are marked upon the Map by 
prick'd Lines : As I have not myfelf taken a yiew 
of the inward Parts of the Kingdom, nor the Sea- 
coaft, I am far from offering this Map as a finifh'd 
Work, but only as the beft which has been publilh'd, 
none having either Ability or Means to take a parti- 
cular and exaft Account of the Situation of the Cities, 
and of the Courfe of the Rivers : The Bounds of the 
whole North Part, and as far as I have furvey'd to 
the Weft, having been meafur'd geometrically, and 
fix'd by the. Elevations of the Pole, we may hence- 
, forward make ufe of them for the bringing the other 
Parts to their proper Longitude, for it's certain" that 
there is its greateft Breadth. The Road likewife made 
by the Tartar Lord, and meafured by the Ljne from 
Fong hoang tcfring, has enabled us to judge of the Pro- 
portion of the other Meafures of that Kingdpm mark'd 
upon the Royal Map : By comparing alfo the Eleva- 
tion of the Court of Corea 9 which the Cbinefe Ma- 
thematicians have found to be thirty-feven Degrees, 
thirty-eight Minutes, and twenty Seconds, with our 
own .North Elevations, we are certain of its Extent 
from North to South, at lead for five Degrees and 
an half : Thdrc fhould be fome further Observations 
upon the South and' Eaft Sides, which wouid com- 
pleat the Account of Corea with refped to the General 
Geography of Aft a. 

The moft confiderable Rivers,' which are its De- 
fence as well as its Riches, are Ya lou and Toumen, 
which are called upon thq Map in the Mantcbeoux y 
Linguongy Talou oula, and Toutnen oula •, the Word 
Quia in the Mantcbeoux Language hath the fame Sig- 
nification as the Word JfCiang in the Cbineje> which 
fignifips a River •, for which reafori the Cbinefe call 
, thofe two Rivers Ta lou kiang, and Toumen kiang : 
They both rife out of the fame Mountain, one of the 

higheft 
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higheft in the World. The Cbinefe call it Tcbangpe- 
cbang, and the Mantcbeoux, Chanalin; that is the 
ever- white Mountain : One of thefe Rivers takes its 
Courfe eaftward, and the other weftward ; they are 
both pretty deep, and moderately rapid, and the 
Water of them very good : The Courfe of the other 
Rivers, which I have not fcen, are marked upon the 
Map according to the Corean Meafures. 

The Houfes of the Coreans have only one Story, 
and are ill built, as the Tartars informed me ; for I 
was no further than four Leagues from the firft Town 
of Corea : The Houfes in the Country arc made of 
Earth, and thofe in the Towns generally of Bricks : The 
Walls of the Towns are built after the Cbinefe man- 
ner, with fquare Towers, Battlements, and arch'd 
Doors ; but the Great Wall, which the Coreans had 
railed to defend themfelves from the Tartars, and 
which I have view'd in coafting along the Eaft Shore of 
Toumen Oula, cannot be compar'd with the Eaft part 
of the Great Cbinefe Wall, not being terrafs'd, nor {o 
thick : It has for about ninety Years paft lain almoft 
entirely in Ruins ; for Corea was the firft which felt 
the victorious Arms of the Mdntcbeoux their Neigh- 
bours : The Capital is called upon the Map King ki 
too, and 'tis thus that the Coreans call it, but the Cbi- 
nefe call it Kong ki tao ; the reafon is that it is not al- 
lowed in the Imperial Palace, in fpeaking of the other 
Courts, to make ufe of the Cbinefe Word King *, that 
Word, fay the Cbinefe, fignify only the Court of their 
Emperors ; they pretend likewife that the Word 
Sientfe van foui, and others of the fame fort, which 
they give to their Emperors, are fo appropriated to 
him that it is not allow'd to ufe them even in a 
Tranflation to exprefs the Heads of other Kingdoms: 
Neverthelefs I cannot fay, as one of our own Authors 
does, in fpeaking of the Letters fent to S' Louis by the 
firft Emperors of the Yuen, that thofe Words were 
' full of Pride, as ridiculous as impious -, becaufe in 
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£ffe& it is certain that altho* they may fignify, accord- 
ing to their import, the Son cf Heaven, and the Im- 
mortal^ yet they are by long ufage brought to fignify 
no more than the Emperor of China ; there being no 
Cbinefe who knows not that his Mafter is a Man, and 
the Son of a Man. 

The fame Remark holds good as to the Name that 
is given to their Kingdom, and efpecially as to that' 
of Tien hia, by which the Cbinefe mean their own 
Empire alone ; for they know very well that they arc 
not Matters of all the World, nor of the whole Earth, 
altho' they think themfelves by much fupcrior to all 
the People of other Kingdoms : So the difficulty 
which they make of giving the Name of King to 
Other Courts has the fame Foundation, and can never 
be got over by any Ambaflador, whofe Prince would 
treat with the Emperor upon an equal foot -, as to 
what regards the Ambafladors of Corea, as they re- 
prefent a feuditary and tributary King, they are treat- 
ed with no great diftin&ion ; they have not Prece- 
dence of the Grandees, nor even of the Mandarins of 
the fecond Rank ; they are as it were fhut up in the 
Houfe where they are lodged, at leaft till after the 
firft Audience ; afterwards, when they have the li- 
berty of going abroad, they have an appointed num- 
ber of Attendants, not fo much to fhew them refpeft 
as to be Spies upon their Conduft : The Tartar Lord, 
who went as Envoy to the Court of the King of 
Corea 9 told us that he had like wife been kept under 
great reftraint ; that there were Perfons in his Houfe 
who constantly watch'd him, and that every thing 
he faid was carried to the Palace by young Perfons 
placed at convenient diftances along the Street. 

The Coreans drefs after the Cbinefe manner, which 
was in ufe in the time of the laft Family of the 
Emperors called Tat ming : They wear a Robe with 
long and large Sleeves, a high Cap of a fquarifh Fi- 
gure, a round Girdle, and Leather, Linen, or Sattin 

Vot. IV. Cc Boots: 
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Boots : Their Language is different both from the 
* Cbinefe and Tartarian ; and therefore when any one 
• goes into China he takes an Interpreter along witt> 
him ;* the Emperor has alfo fome of them at his own 
Expence both at Peking and at Fong boang tcbing 9 
through which Places every one muft pafs who goes 
into China ; the Cbinefe Letters nevertheleis are in ufc 
throughout the whole Kingdom : The laft Envoy, who 
came to pay us a Vifit a few Years ago, made ufe of 
a Pencil to make us underftand what hd would fay 
to us : He told us that the Doftrine of Confucius was 
in great efteem amongft them, and that they kept the 
Bonzes very low, who were not allowed to build 
' Pagods within any Towns : The Chriftian Religion 
hath not as yet been preached in Corea, though fome 
Coreans may have been baptized at different times at 
Peking : To make a Settlement of it there muft be a 
Permiffion had from the Emperor of China, a thing 
more difficult than ever to be obtain 9 ^, fince that Mi£~ 
fion is almoft entirely deftroy'd by the Prohibition 
which the Lipou * made in the Year 1724: But it is 
certain that if, by a Miracle of the Divine Mercy up- 
on that Nation, China fhould become Chriftian, the 
Conversion of Corea and Tartary would be an Affair 
but of a few Years : Such is the dependance which 
thofe Countries have upon China, fuch the regard 
which the neighbouring Nations pay to the Cbinefe. 

The Form of Government of Corea is very like t<> 
that of China ; the Kingdom is divided into eight Pro- 
vinces, and each Province into different Jurifdi&ions, 
which have the fame Rights and Prerogatives as the 
Towns, that are called Fou in China, have over 
thofe which are called Hien. 

When a Criminal is to be punifh'd they don't put 
a Gag in his Mouth, as is pradtis'd in China when 
there is fome particular reafon for it 5 but a Sack is 
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thrown over his Head which comes down to his Feet, 
partly out of defign to conceal his Shame, partly with 
intent to have him in their Power. ' 

That which is mofr precious in Corea is the Harveft 
of the famous Plant Gin feng, and the hunting of 
Sables ; they carry on alfo a great Trade with Cotton- 
Paper, which is ftrpng and lading % it is ufed even in 
the Imperial Palace as Blinds for Windows, and fof, 
other like Ufes ; altho* there comes a great quantity 
of it every Year, yet it continues to be fold dearef 
than any pther Paper in China. 

Corea is a very antient Kingdom, as may eafily bfc 
fhewn by the Annals and tlfe Books of greateft Anti- 
quity in China : Vou vang, Founder of the Imperial 
Family Tcheou, after he had defeated the laff Em- 
peror of the Family Tng * made Prince Kitfe, Uncle 
to that unfortunate Emperor, King of Corea, even 
without exa&ing from him either Tribute or Homage : 
This muft have been about the Year 1120 before the 
Chriftian JEra, fince that Defeat according to Hiftory, 
confirmed by the Calculation of the Eclipfes which it 
gives account of, cannot be placed lower than that Period 
of time : This Prince was in fo great repute for Wis- 
dom that Vou vang would have made him Prime Mi- 
nifter, and received from him the Inftru&ions which 
are collected in the fixth Chapter of the fourth Book 
of Chu king, a Book of the greateft Authority a- 
mongft the Chinefe : The Prince did not care to take 
upon him the Management of an Empire, that had 
been taken away from his Nephew on account of his 
Tyranny : The Emperor approved his Reafons* and 
gave him all that Country which makes up the 
Kingdom of Corea ; he furnilhed him alfo with the 
means to make himfelf M after of it, and to introduce 
among that People the polite Manners of the Chinefe: 
It is evident that the Wifdom of that Prince eafily 

* Chang, or Yng, is thefecond Imperial family gf China. 
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overcame all Difficulties, fince, according to the Chi* . 
nefe Hiftory, four Years after he had taken pofleffion 
of his Kingdom he thought he might be abfent from 
1 it, and pay a Vifit to Vou vang, who received him 
with great Demonftrations of Friendfhip, and feAt 
him back with magnificent Prefents : The Family of 
Prince Kitfe reigned above feven hundred Years, but 
the Imperial Houfe infenfibly degenerating from the 
Virtue of its Anceftors, loft by little and little their 
hereditary Dominion -, among the Grandees every one 
fortify'd himfelf upon his own Eftatc, and took the 
Title of Prince : They who had received the Title of 
Prince from the firft Emperors would be called Kings, 
and, exercised regal Authority : Nothing but War was 
to be feen among fo many different States, and their 
mutual Invafions reduced the Empire into feven great 
Kingdoms, which were called Tfin, Tfou, Ten, Tcbao, 
Han, Ifi, Ouei : The Kingdom of Ten, which at that 
time comprehended no more than the prefent Province 
of Petcbe li, made itfelf very foon Mafter of the 
Province of Leao tong, and by pufhing on its Con- 
quefts by degrees towards the Eaft, Corea was at laft 
brought under the Authority and wife Government of 
Tcben pen : This Kingdom for a long time withftood 
the ambitious Attempts of the King of Tfin, called 
Tfin vang, but at laft it fell under his Power as the 
.other fix had done : Hi vang, King of Ten and of 
Corea, was defeated, taken and killed in the Year 
259 before the Birth of Chrift, according to the 
Cbinefe Hiftory, and Tfin vang was acknowledged for 
Emperor of all China by the Name of Tfin cbi hoang ti. 
• When he faw himfelf in auiet Poffeflioh of the whole 
. Empire he had a delign 01 contracting its Bounds be- 
tween the Great Wall to the North and the Ocean 
' -to the South ; he fixed the Bounds of the Eaft at the 
wooden Palifade, which we have fpoken of, fo that 
what was beyond fhould from that time not belong to 
the Empire, and Corea was looked upon as a foreign 

Kingdom ; 
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Kingdom ; tho* that coritinued but a fhort time :^The 
Son of Chi hoang ti loft in three Years all that great 
Monarchy, and China was divided into twenty King- 
doms : Tfan tou was made King of Yen, and Tien tchi 
King of Corea, under the Name of Kiao tong, fo that 
he would have been reckon'd the Head of the fecond 
Family of the Kings of Corea, if that Eftablifhment 
had lafted ; but in a few Years afterwards all was 
overturn'd by the victorious Arms of Lieou pang, 
Founder of the Imperial Family Han : Tfan tou was 
defeated as well as the other King, and all the Empire 
was brought under one lingle Mafter : Lieou pang, 
the quiet Polteflbr of China, and known by the Name 
of Hao tfou, fix'd, as Chi hoang ti had done, the Boun- 
daries on the North at the Great Wall, but he con- 
traded it fomevvhat on the Eaft by making the River 
Pecbou its Boundary : From that time there was left, 
as it were abandoned, fome Extent of Country be- 
tween the Limits of China and Corea : Some fhort time 
after an Officer, called Ouei, who was defcended from 
the antient Princes of Ten, gather'd together his Friends, 
and the Soldiers whom the Emperor had disbanded \ 
and with a Refolution to pufh his Fortune entred 
into that Country, where he eftablifhed himfelf fo well 
by force of Arms, that he enjoy'd it peaceably with 
full Sovereignty : He afterwards pafled into Corea, 
which he entirely fubdu'd ; he took the Name of King, 
and fixed his Court at Van hien : This Kingdom 
defcended to his Pofterity down to King Tu kiow, 
he fuccefsfully oppos'd the Arms of the Emperor 
Hiao ou hoang, but afterwards he was betray'd and 
hiurder'd by Nihi tfan, Governor of one of the Towns 
of Corea, whom the Generals had corrupted. 

Corea was reduced into Provinces and divided into 
different Governments \ but . that Divifion lafted but 
a little while : As foon as the Imperial Family Han 
began to be divided, and to be weaken'd by Civil 
W^rs, Corea, taking Advantages of this Declenfiort 
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of Power, made itfelf a King > who to obtain Peace 
with the Emperor of China, paid him Homage, arid 
prefented him, by way of Tribute, feveral things 
which his Kingdom produced : This may be affirm'd 
to be the conftant condition of Corea, for whatever 
Interruptions there may have been in it in fo many 
Ages, it hath always fooner or later return'd to it. 
The Family Souy being come to the Empire, and 
having a defign to reduce Corea into a Province, at- 
tacked it with one of the moft numerous Armies which 
was ever feen in China - 9 but the Succefs was unfor- 
tunate, -and there were only fome few thoufand Chi- 
nefe who return'd from that Expeditior, all the reft 
being loft in it : However the Coreans, unwilling to 
try a fecond time the Fate of Arms, chofe to fend 
Ambaffadors to the Emperor to tender him the ufual 
Homage and Tribute, which was accepted : The fame 
thing happen'd a little while after under the Founder 
of the Family Tang ; he briskly attack'd the Coreans^ 
but without Succefs ; neverthelefs the Coreans offer'd 
to pay Tribute to his Son ? and he accepted their Of r 
fers ; the fame Conditions were accepted by the Impe- 
rial Family Song, the Chinefe and the Coreans living 
in a good Underftanding, and lending their Troops 
mutually to one another when they were at War with 
any foreign Nation : This is what, in the time of the 
Emperor Song , drew down upon the Coreans the Arms of 
JL&Qi-Tartary, which Hiftory at that time calls Niu 
tche : The Princes of thofe Tartars entered into Corea , 
plunderM it, and at laft fubdued it, notwithftanding 
the Chinefe Armies came to their affiftance, and 
were defeated •, they afterwards penetrated into China, 
and made themfelves Matters of the North Provinces, 
and from that time took the Title of Emperor, and 
gave the Name of King to their Family : However 
it is not placed among the other Families in the Chi- 
nefe Annals, becaufe it never had the fole Government 
pi the Empire j the Family which firft put an end to 
* "* ' ' that 
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that of the King , and afterwards that of the Song* made 
the ftrongeft Efforts for reducing Corea into a Pro- 
vince 5 the Founder of that Family, who took the 
Name of Tuen, and who is known in Europe by the 
Name of Zing bi, or Zing bis kan, but whom the 
Cbinefe Hiftory calls febm bife, and Tai tfou y after he 
had conquer'd the King had thoughts of carrying the 
War into Corea : His General, called Leou co immer 
diately made himfelf Matter of the Towns fituated 
upon the Eaft of the River Ta l<m \ but the Emperor, 
who was taken up with Wars of greater Confequence, 
having ordered him to finifh that, and the King of 
Ccrea y called Tcbe vang, having offerM the Tribute, „ 
that Kingdom continued upon its antient footing : His 
Succeffor, whom our Writers call Oftai, and whom 
the Chinefe, according to the Genius of their Language, 
O ho tai j would have had the Cor earn receive Governors 
of his immediate appointment, but they were fo far 
from receiving them, that they murdered them : To 
punifh them, fays the Cbinefe Hiftory, the Emperor 
fent the Tartar General Tfa lit a, who took from the 
Coreans more than forty Towns ; their King Tcbe 
vang difpatch'd his Brother Hoai gan to intreat the 
Emperor to acknowledge him as a Tributary King, 
but that Step was ufelefs, and he gained nothing by it ; 
the Emperor, on the contrary, ordered the conquer'd 
Country to be divided into Governments, to place 
throughout it Mandarins, and to fortify the important 
Pofts with good Garrifons : The King of Corea re- 
tir*d towards the Eaft Part on the Sea-coaft : The 
Year following the Towns of Corea which had been 
fore'd to receive the Mandarins, tooks Arms and put 
all Foreigners to the Sword •, at that News the Gene-' 
ral Tfa lita came again into the Country, and engag- 
ing the Corean Army was killed by an Arrow ; here- 
upon they entred into a Treaty of Peace : The King 
of Corea and his Son, called Chun, were permitted to 
pay their Compliments to the Emperor Qfiai as he 
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was hunting ; the Emperor received him with Marks 
of diftin&iqn, and was fatisfied with only keeping his 
Son among the Hoftages, which he had of fevtf-al 
Princes and Commanders in chief, which were brought 
up and educated at his Court, and at his own Expence : 
The Peace continued under the Son of 0£lat, called 
by our Hiftorians Kojou, and by the Cbinefe, Kouei 
you ; (the fame to whom S* Louis deputed fome of the 
Religious Orders, and fent Prefents) but he having 
reigned but a few Years the War with the Coreans be- 
gan under his Succeflbr Mango, or Mangou, accord- 
ing to our Authors, and Mong co according to the 
Cbinefe : One of the Princes of the Blood called Ye 
hcu, and General Hong fou yuen entred into Corea 9 
and took feveral Towns, yet could not oblige the Co- 
reans to abandon their King ; who, befides that he had 
, offered always to pay the ufual Tribute, had fent one 
of his Sons to treat of an Accommodation : During 
thefe. Tranfa&ions the Emperor Mong co died, and 
Coblai or Hobilai, called in China, Hou pilie, fucceeded 
him ; this Prince endeavoured to conform himfelf in 
every thing to the Government of the Cbinefe Em- 
perors his Predeceffors : In the firft Year of his Reign 
one of the Grandees, called Lien hi, drew up a Placet 
in favour of Corea, which was exprefs'd almoft in 
thefe .Words/ 

The King of Corea has never failed to offer Tribute 
to the Empire ; one of his Sons, called Tien ou, has 
come by his Orders, and that often to this Court ; 
the laft time that he came he could not fo much as 
obtain an Audience ; the Emperor, the Predeceflbr of 
your Majefty, was engag'd in preparing for the War 
which he had defign'd againft the Song ; this Prince 
has juft received Intelligence that his Father is dead ; 
if he is fent back to his Kingdom, what Efteem will 
he not have for the excellent Virtue of your Majefty, 
and what will not be the grateful Returns he will 
piake to your Empire f 

The 
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The Demand expreffed in that Placet was approvM 
of by the Emperor, and he commanded that the Prince 
fhould be re-condu<fted with a fuitable Retinue at the, 
Coft of the Empire -, nay more, he fet at liberty all 
the Conan Prifoners, and publifh'd a general Amnefty 
for all that was paft •, the King of Corea for his part 
did Homage, offend Tribute as ufual, and received 
the Chinefe Almanack for the current Year, which 
,was the third of Coblau who alfo in Hiftory is called 
Chit fou : From that time Corea hath kept the fame 
Form of Government, its Kings having reigned with 
Dependance upon the Chinefe Emperors without lof- 
ing the Rights of Sovereignty, which they have oyer 
their Subje&s : As foon as the Founder of the firft 
Family of the Ming had drove out of China that of 
the Tuen, the King of Corea offered Homage and 
Tribute, which was received without the leaft oppo- 
fition : The reigning Family Xfing^ fince it hath been 
in quiet Pofleflion of the Empire, hath exa&ed of the 
'Coreans no more than the fame Services : As fqon as , 
the King of Corea is dead, the Emperor deputes two 
Grandees of his Court to the Son to confer on him the , 
Title of Roue vang, that is King ; when the King of 
Corea is apprehenfive that there may be Difturbances 
after his Death, he names during his Life an Heredi- 
tary Prince, and defires the Emperor to confirm him : 
The Prince receives the Inveffiture upon his Knees, 
and prefents to the Envoys a certain number of de- 
terminate things, and a Sum of Silver which amounts 
to eight hundred Taels : After that the Minifter of 
Corea brings the Tribute, and touches the Ground 
with his Forehead in the Emperor's prefence ; the 
Princefs alfo, the Wife of the King, does not take 
the Title of Queen till fhe has received it from the 
Emperor •, as the Ceremony is regulated, there is 
never any caufe of Difpute or War : Hence it is that 
Corea hath enjoy'd the Sweets of Peace for a great 
many Years, 

An 
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i 
An Abridgment of the 

HISTORY of CO RE A. 

• 

This Account of Corea is taken out of three different 
Authors : From a Theatre of the Worlds entitled* 
Tfien kiokiu loiii chu ; from a general Abridgment 
of Chorograpby, which bath for its Title Quang yu ki ; 
and from a Survey of Univerfal Geography, entitled* 
Tang yu ching tio. In the effential Points I have 
contented my felf with a hare Tranjlation, and have 
added to it a Chronology ', which is looked upon ay un- 
qucftionable. 

fOREA, which may juftly be called the Cberfo- 
^ nefus of China, fince it is contiguous and tributary 
to it, is a large Peninfula which runs out in the form 
of a Cape into the EafternSea between China andjj- 
fan : The Sea of Japan wafhes it on the Eaft ; the Gulph 
of Leao tong divides it from the Provinces of Pe tche li 
and Chang tong on the Weft ; on the North it bor- 
ders on the Country of * Niu tche, on the South it 
hath the Ocean, and the River Ya lou, which bound- 
ing it between the South and North, divides it from 
JJao tong : Its Extent from Eaft to Weft is twelve , 
hundred Lys, and from North to South two thou- 
fand and between two and three hundred Lys. 

Corea hath formerly been inhabited by different 
People ; the principal were the Me, the Kao kiuli, 

* Thus the Chinefe Geographers call that fart of the Country, 
which is inhabited by the Mantcheoux-Tartars, tho this Name is 
unknown to them. See what hath been faid of it in the Geographical 
01 j creations, p. 88. 

and 
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and the Hun : Thcfe laft were fubdivided into three 
forts, viz. the Ma ban, the Pien ban, and the Tcbin 
ban : Thefe People ere&ed many Kingdoms, fuch as 
was that of Tcbaojften, and that of * Kalo : whence 
we have corruptly caird it Corea, It hath at laft 
taken the name of Tcbaqffien, under the Dynafty that 
now reigns, which is of the Family of Li : But 
although in publick Inftruments this latter Title 
is only given it in Cbina, yet in common Difcourfe 
it keeps ftill its firft Name-: The Mantcbeoux call 
Corea, Sol bo kouron, or the Kingdom of Sol bo. 

Corea is at this time divided into eight Provinces, 
which have a command [over forty Kiun, or great 
Cities •, thirty three Pou, or Towns of the firft Rank j 
fifty eight Tcbou, or Towns of the fccond Rank \ 
and feventy Hien, or Towns of the third Rank. 

The firft Province, which is in the Heart of the 
Kingdom, and where the King keeps his Court, is^ 
czlYdKingki, or the Province of the Court: The* 
Eaftern is call'd Rang Yuen, or the Source of the 
River, the antient Habitation of the Me; the 
Weftern is call'd Hoang bai, or yellow Sea ; it takes 
in Part of the antient Tcbaojften, and the Country of 
the antient Maban : The Northern is calPd Ping ngan t 
that is the Calm or the Pagifick ; it was formerly in- 
cluded in the antient Kingdom of Tchacjfien : Thq 
Southern is call'd Tfuenlo ; it was the Habitation of 
the Pien ban : The South-weft Province was call'd 
Tcbujin, the Faithful and Pure •, it is the antient Ma- 
ban : The North eaft is caird Kien King, the Happy ; 
it is the antient Territory of the Kaokiuli : Laftly the 
South-eaft is call'd Kin cban, it is the antient Country 
of the TcHn ban. 

Han chnng is the Capital of Corea •, (according to 
the Name it hath gone by for near thefe laft hundred 

* Under the Dynafty of the Family of the Kao, who reigridfor a 
long time in Corea. 

Years:) 
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Years :) it is fituatc in the thirty fixth degree of Nor- 
thern Latitude, and ten degrees more, in Longitude 
than the City of Pekin : This is the Situation which 
the Chinefe Printer gives it -, the People of Corea 
were fubjeft ro the Chinefe from Yao, who began to 
reign 2357 Years before the Chriftian ./Era, to the 
Emperor Tai king of the Dynafty of the Hia, who 
began to reign 2188 Years before the Chriftian /Era ; 
the bad Government of this Prince made them re- 
volt : Under the Reign of Kie, which began 1818 
before the Chriftian /Era, they were brought to pay 
their Tribute ; but his tyrannical Government engaged 
them in a frefh Revolt, and put them upon invading a 
Part of China : Tching tang, who began to reign about 
the Year 1766, before the Chriftian fiLv&,, after he 
had deprived Kie of the Crown, and founded the Dy- 
nafty of the Chang, made War upon them, and 
brought them back to their Duty: Under the Em- 
peror Tcbang ting, who began to reign 1562 Years 
before the Chriftian /Era, they attacked China \ and 
afterwards they fometimes fubmitted, and fometimes 
revolted ; this Alternative of Obedience and Revolt 
continued to the Year 1324 when Vtn ting began to 
reign ; the Weaknefs of this Prince gave them oppor- 
tunity of making themfelves Matters of the Provinces 
ofKiang nan and Chan tong, where they maintain'd their 
ground till the time of TJin tchi boang,v?ho fubdued them, 
and difpers'd them in the Empire ; but fo little of the 
Affairs of their Hiftory is known before the Dynafty 
of the Tcheou, that the Chinefe Hiftorians are in the 
ri^ht to begin the Eftablifhment of that Monarchy 
with Ki tfc, from whom to this prefent time it hath 
continued two thoufand eight hundred and fourteen 
Years without comprehending in this account the 
times in which it was reduc'd into a Province : Ki tfe, 
that wife Prince of the Dynafty of the Chang, is look'd 
upon as the Founder of the Kingdom of Tcbaqffien : 
His wholibm and free Advice drew upon him the 
v Refentment 
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Refentment of Tcheou his Nephew, who was Emperor . 
of China: This Tyrant, far from following his wife 
Counfels, which would have fav'd him and his King- 
dom, condemn'd him to a clofe Prifon, where he was 
confin'd till he was taken out by Vou vang, whb de- 
priv'd Tcheou both of his Crown and Life, and founded 
the Dynafty of the Tcheou in the 112 2d -Year before 
the beginning of the Chriftian JEra. : Ki tfe was no 
fooner at liberty but he thought of withdrawing 
himfelf from the Dominion of him who had taken 
away the Empire from his Family ; he found no Place* 
fo proper for his Defign as Tchaoffien^ where he efta- 
blifh'd himfelf: Vou vang 9 far from difapproving his 
Conduft, made him King of the Country, and freed 
him from the Uneafinefs it muft have given him to 
have been in fubjeftion to the Tcheou : The Defcen- 
dants of Ki tfe held Tchaoffien in Sovereignty to the time 
ofTJin chi hcang 9 vtho began to reign in China 246 Years 
before the beginning of the Chriftian iEra ; this Em- 
peror annex'd Tchaoffien to Leao tong 9 upon which he 
made it dependant, yet without taking the Poffeffion 
of it from the Houfe of Ki tfe : The Princes of this 
Houfe were Matters of it with the Title of Heou 9 or 
Marquis, for more than forty Reigns, till Tchun took 
that of Vangy or King : A Chinefe^ pall'd ■ Ouei rhan y 
originally of the Province of Pe tcbe li 9 knew how to 
make his advantage of the Troubles occafion'd by the 
Civil Wars, whichfhook China about the beginning 
of the Reign of Coo t/ou 9 the Founder of the Dynafty 
of the Han 9 which began to reign about 206 Years 
before the Chriftian jflSra. 

After having defeated Tchun in fevcral Battles, he 
made himfelf Mafter of his Country, and took the 
Title of King of Tchaoffien •, Ouei man put an end to 
the Houfe of Ki tfe 9 and freed Tchaoffien from the De- 
pendance it had been in upon the Government of t 
Leao long , however he was a long time before he 
could obtain from the Chinefe Emperors the Confirma-. 

tion 
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tion of his ufurpcd Crown ; but at laft Hoei ti, who 
began to reign 122 Years before the Chriftian -/Era, 
and Liu hcou his Mother, who govern'd under his 
Name, created him King of febaqffien, by the Coun- 
fel of the very Man who had formerly been Gover- 
nor of Leao tong\ this gave Ouei man an opportunity 
to pufti his Conquefts further, and accordingly he 
brought under his Yoke the Me, the Kao kiuli, the 
Oiio tfiu, and feveral other People : Teou kiu 9 Grand- 
fon of Ouei man, having killed Che bo, Envoy of 
the Emperor Vou ti, about no Years before the 
Chriftian JEn, drew upon himfelf a dangerous War: 
The Emperor fent Tan pou and Sun tche to chaftife 
his Infblence, but without Succefs *, a little while af- 
ter Teou kiu was aflaffinated by his own Friends who 
Came to deliver him up voluntarily to the Emperor. 
Vou ti reduced Tcbaojien into a Province, which he 
called The Province of Tfan hai : This Prince, after 
he had brought under his Obedience the Kingdom 
with its Conquefts, that is all Corea, divided it into 
four Kiun, or Provinces, which were Tcbin fan, Lin 
tong, Lo lang, and Hiuen tou -, he reduced Quo tftu 
and Kao kiuli to the Rank of Towns of the third 
Order. The Emperor Tcbao ti, who began to reign 
eighty-fix Years before the Chriftian JErz, laid afide 
the Governors of two Provinces, and left only that 
of Lo lang, and Hiuen tou, fo that Corea was made 
up of but two Provinces. 

The Kao kiuli were defcended from the Fou yu * ; 

thefe Fou you muft have been a People of Eaft "Tar- 

tary^ but their Origin, according to the Account they 

give of it is altogether fabulous, and the following 

1 ■■• . . . . - m — 

* The Chinefe often give the farm Name to the Ring, fr the King- 
dom, and to the Inhabitants ; for inflame, the People of this Name 
and their Kingdom are called indifferently ', Fou yu ; fometimes alfo the 
King is meant by it ; thd there are hut few, yet there are fame Ex- 
amples of its being us*d in that Senfe. 

Re- 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



China, Chinese-Tartary, &c. 399 

Relation of it will fliew you to what a height the 
Credulity of thefe People and their Hiftorians is car- 
ried : It is true indeed Idolatry gives feme Air of 
Probability to thefe fort of Extravagancies ; the Ro- 
man Hiftory, which in other refpe&s affedts to appear 
ferious, furniflies us with Examples of the like Extra- 
vagancies •, this then is their Account : 

. The Prince of the Kao kiuli had got in his Power ' 
the Daughter of the God of Hohang bo y whom he 
kept fhut up in an Houfe : One Day, as the Sun 
flhone very violently upon her, fhe conceiv'd, and 
was afterwards deliver'd of an Egg as big asaBufhel * 
it was broke, and there was found in it a Male Child ^ 
when he was grown up he was calPd Tcbu moug+ 
which fignifies in the Language of the Country, Good 
Archer: The King of Kao kiuli made him Intendant 
of his Haras ; Tcbu mong let the good Horfes be lean* 
but took great care to fetten up the bad, fo that die 
King took the fat for his own ufe, and left him the 
lean : One Day, as they were hunting, the King hav- 
ing given him leave to fhoot what Game he met 
with, he kill'd a great number of Fallow Deer, which 

►ut the King. upon the Defign of making away with 

im, 

' Tcbu mongj who perceivM the King's Defign, left 
his Mother and fled, attended only by Mata ; whilft 
he was hotly purfued he came to a River whofe Paf- 
fage was very difficult ; Ah ! faid he, fhall I, whor 
am the Offspring of the Sun, and Grandfon by my Mo- 
ther of the God of Hobang bo^ ihall I be flopped on 
the Banks of this River, and not be able to furmouae 
this Obftacle to my Efcape ? He had fcarce ended 
thefe Words, but the Fifh and the Tortoifes, fatten- 
ing themfelves together, made a Bridge of their Bo- 
dies, which he pafled over ; he was no fooner got 
over the River Potuhm^ but he faw three Perfons ; 
the firft was drefs'd in Hempen Cloth, the fccond had 

on 
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on a pink'd Garment, and the third was coverM with 
Sea Weeds •, they join'd him, and came together to 
the Town of Kii cbing kou, where he took the Name 
of Kao for that of his Family, to fhew that he was of 
Kao kiuli. 

- <$uang vou ti, who was the Reftorer of the Dy- 
nafty of the Han, and who began to reign thirty-five 
Years before the Chriftian iEra, took away the Go- 
vernors of Lotang and Huien tou, and made the 
Kingdom of Tcbaojfien a fecond time dependant upon 
the Government of Leao tong, which was in the' 
Hands of Tcbii tong, whofe Juftice and Probity ren- 
der*d him formidable : The King of Kao kiuli laid 
hold of this Jun&ure to take Arms, and brought un- 
der his Dominion the M<?, Japan, Han, and Fouyu, 
continuing however the ufual Tribute to the Cbinefe 
Emperors. Kong, King of Kao kiuli, was the firft ^ 
who carried the War into the Territories of the Em- 
pire ; he befieged the Town of Hiuen ton, and having 
taken it put all the Officers to the Sword : Tcbai 
fong, Governor of Leao tong, was kill'd in a Battle 
he fought with him, but Kong was in his turn defeated 
by Ouei tai kieou, the Son of the King of Fou yp, and 
left his Son Soui tcbing for his Succeffor. 

Soui tcbing deliver'd up Hien ton into the hands of 
. the Emperor, and fubmitted to the Payment of the 
ufual Tribute ; but during the Weaknefs of the Go- 
vernment under the Emperors Hoan ti and Ling ti, 
he carried the War into the Territory of Hiuen tou. 
Kenlin, Governor of the Province under Hien ti, who 
began to reign in the Year 196, drove him out ; Kong 
fun tou made war upon him, and feiz'd upon his 
Kingdom: The Defcendants of Kong fun tou reigned 
• over the Part they had conquer'd down to Kong fun 
yuen, whofe Kingdom was deftroy'd by the Dynafty of 
the Ouei, the Founder of which was Tcbao tcbao : Tymo 
fled, and fix'd his Court at the Foot of the Mountain 

Qua 
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Oua ton chan ; Oud kong fueeeedcd Tymo his Father ; 
he was valiant atid wife, and joined with the; Dynafty 
of the Oud in making war upon the Succeflbrs of 
Kong fun tou y under the reign of Ming ti 9 who began 
to reign in the Year 322 ; he plundered Ngang ping, 
and Leaofu in the Province of Leao tong : Mou kieott 
kicn, who was Governor of it, repuls'd and defeated 
him, upon which Oud kong fled ; but Mou kieou hen 
gave Orders to Vang ki to purfue him, which he did 
crofs Ouq tftu for more than a thoufand Lys ; at laft 
he came to the Country of the Sou chin (thus the Peo- 
ple of Eaft-Tartary are call'd) and, after having en* 
graven the Succefs of his Expedition upon a Stone 
Monument he there ere&ed, he returned home: Du- 
ring his Stay in the Country he inquired of the Inha- 
bitants if there were Lands and People beyond the Sea, 
who inform'd him that there Fifhcrmen were often by- 
Storms carried to an Ifland, whofe Language was dif- 
ferent from theirs, and that thele Iflanders had an an- 
nual Cuftom of drowning a Virgin in the Sea in the 
icventh Month: They faid further, that there was 
another Kingdom inhabited only by Women, which 
conceiv'd of them&lves, and carry'd the Child in the 
forepart of the Stomach ; that they had no Breads, 
but that inftead of them they had behind the Neck a 
Tuft of Hair, from whence there flow'd a Liquor 
like Milk ; that they fuckled their Children no longer 
than an hundred Days, and that thefe Children grew 
more in that time than another Child who did not 
take this Liquor would in four Years; that on the 
Sea-coaft there were Men with two Faces, who un- 
dcrftood no Language, apd who would ftarve them- 
felvcs to death if they were taken ; that there was once 
taken a Man clothed with Stuff after the Cbinefe Fa- 
fhion, ^hofe Sleeves were thirty Foot long ; laftly, 
that this Place was at the mpft Eaftern Boundary of 
Ouo tftu. 
Vol, IV. D d Under 
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Under Tong kia, * Tcbao, Great-great*grandibn of 
Kong, was created King of Tchaqfjten : Mou yong 
boang drove him from Ouatou, which he demolifh'd : 
Tchao eftablifli'd his Court at Pin jam, Which bofe 
alfo the Name of Lo lang\ Mon yong poo fubdu'd 
Ngan, King of Kao kiuli, and made him Governor 
of Ping tcbeou. During the Dynafties of the T/in 9 
the Song, the Tft, the Leang, the latter Ouei, the lat- 
ter Tcheou, the Kings of Corea were always created 
by the Emperors. Under the Dynafty of the Soui> 
Tuen King of Corea came; at the Head of *he Moko to 
make an Incurfion into Leao ft, in the Province of 
Leao. tong ; the Emperor Tang ti fummon'd him to 
appear before him, and upon his Refofal went in Per- 
fon to carry the War into Corea in the feventh Year 
of his Reign, which was die Year of Grace 611 ; 
but the Coreans retiring into their Towns defended 
^ themfelves vigoroufly, and for want of Ptovifions the 
Emperor was forced to retreat : He thrice invaded 
Corea, but each time with as little SucCfcfe. Tuen be- 
ing d«ad his Son Kien vou fucceeded him ; the'Foun- . 
der of the Dynafty of the Tang, who began to reign 
in the Year of Grace 620, created him King of Co~ 
tea with the Title of Chang tchu hue, that is The 
Pillar of the State of the firft Order : There was at 
that time a certain Kai fouuen, of the Family of the 
*tfuen, who pretended to be the Son of a River-God* 
the better to feduce the Coreans by the Splendor of his 

* Another Hijtory relates, that. Kao lien, King of Kaoli made 
Umfelf Mafter of Corea, and took Pinjam, where hefx'd his Court 
under the fame 'Yong kia ; that' he puflfd his Conqttefis pate to the 
River Leao, and made himfelf Mafter of part of Leao toag, which 
is to the Eaft of that River, and which is properly called Leao tong, 
or Eaft-Leao; that Tarn cai t£ong recovered it, and that part of 
Leao tong, called Leao ji, or Weft-Leao, was often infefted with 
the Incurfims of the Kaoli : *This 'Account makes 'K^t tchao and Kao 
IkntobethefamePerfon, / 

imaginary 
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imaginary Birth : He was eruel arid fierce, arid .bad. 
fuoceeded his Father in the Government of the Eaft 
jPou- 9 for Garea was at that. time divided into. five 
iPou, » or Governments ; viz, that of the Court, or 
-Middle,. and- thofc four Parts of the Kingdom which 
-anfwer'd to the four Parts of the World : This perfi- 
dious Wretch aflaffinatcd Kien vou, and after he had 
/treated his -Body with the.uttnoft Inhumanity flung 
jit into a/Layftall; he immediately fet Tfang, a 
younger Brother of Kien vou upon the Throne, and 
: having referv'd to himfelf the Poft of Molticbi^ or 
'Mayor of the , Palace, he govern'd as Matter : In the 
-mean time: the Cereans, in conjunftion with the Pstfi, 
-had declared War againft the People of Sin lo 9 and 
had already made themfelves Matters of two of their 
Towns ;. the Sin lo fent to defirc Succours of Taitfong, 
' who began to reign in the Year 627 ; Tai tfong^ who 
lhad been informed of the cruel manner in which .Kim 
\ vm had been murder'd, fent.a powerful Army, which 
.-lie intrufted to/ twenty Commanders in chief, the two 
rfirft of. which wtrc&cbaxg leang zndLitJing, to,cha- 
\ ttife.KaiJbuumias he deferv'd, .and gave Orders at the 
; fame timer to thevKings of:J&tanibi 9 Be tft y .and Sin 
io>.to ijoin t .him with their Troops; after which the 
.5 Emperor fet out and came to:Tin tcbeou^ where he re- 
viewed bis Army ; the Goodnefs which he fhew*d to 
; the Soldiers, and the Orders .which he.gave for taking 
care of the Sick and Wounded, greatly encour^g'd his 
/Troops : Li. tfing attacked the Town of Meou tcUn, 
jitookit, made dt.a :Town of the .fecond Order, and 
/ called ..it Tt ftbeou : Sun fa yn befieged the Town of 
-Peyai with die fame Succefs ; he gave it the name of 
iTtn tcbeou, and placed it among the Towns of the 
-fecond Order: Li tfing befieg'd the»Town of :L*ao 
/ tong, and. Tai tfing coming ^before the Place, and fee- 
ing the Soldiers carrying Earth for filling, up. the 
:Trenches, he put his: Hand to a. Load to help them, 
-which the. Officers perceiying ithey alL ftrove to join 
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. the Soldiers, and bear a part in the work : The Em* 
peror was every Day on horfeback ; one Day, which 
he thought proper for the Execution of the Projedt 
he had form'd, he fet fire to fortie combuftiblc Matter 
which he had order'd to be got ready \ the Wind car- 
ry'd the Fire into the Town, and occafion'd a gene- 
ral Confufion in it, fo that there perifh'd in the Flames 
more than ten thoufand Men ; the Town was redue'd 
to the Rank of thofe of the fecond Order, and called 
Leao tcheou : After this Tat tfong march'd his Army 
towards the Town of Ngan cbi ; Kao yen cbeou and 
Kao boei tchin came at the Head of an hundred and 
fifty thoufand Moko to relieve the Town : The Em- 
peror gave his Orders in the Night, and having ob- 
ferv'd the Fall of a flying Star, which light upon the 
Camp of the Mohj he look'd upon it as an Omen 
Of Succefe j the next Day the Emperor attack'd them 
in their Camp, and they were drove out of it, and 
taken in the Defeat ; Kao yen cbeou and Kao boei tcbin 
furrendred themfelves to the Clemency of the Empe- 
ror, who reftor*d them their Liberty, and gate them 
Pofts; but order'd three thoufand of the Moko of Pin 
jam to be. buried alive : He gave the Name of 
Tcbu pi cban to the Mountain at the Foot of 
, which he was encamp'd ; and laftly he order'd HSu 
king tcbong to compofe an Inscription, and engrave it 
on a Stone Monument. Under the Kao tfong* which 
began in the Year 650, Ambafladors came from 
Sin lo to defire Succours of him againft the Coreans 
and the Moko, who had jointly declared War againft 
them, and had already taken from them thirty-fix 
Cities j the Emperor granted their Requcft, and or- 
der'd Tcbing min tcbin to command the Succours* Du- 
ring thefe Tranfaftions Kaifouuen died, and Nanfeng 
his Son fucceeded him in his Poft of Molitcbi\ Nan 
feng falling out with his younger Brothers Tfuan nan 
Hen and Ifuen nan tcban, came in Perfon ,to implore 
the Emperor's Affiftance: From another Quarter 

TJing 
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Vfing tou, the younger Brother of Kai fiuuen, waited 
upon Kao tfong, and yielded up to him part of his 
Pominions ; Kao tfing made Lt tfing GeneraliflImo ? 
and appointed for General-Officers under him Kipi 9 
Oliy Sue ginkouei, Pangtong, and others, with Or* 
ders to make war upon the Coreans ; This Event hap- 
pen\i in the feventeenth Year of his Reign, that is in 
the Year 666 NT. S. Kao tfing, inquiring one Day 
what would be the Succefs of this Enterprize, Kia yen 
Uhong, Genfor of the Empire, made him this An-* 
fwer : The Coreans will infallibly be defeated ; the 
fecret Memoirs declare that the Dynafty of Kao fhall 
not continue foil nine hundred Years in the Pofleffion 
of Corea, and that it fhall be overtum'd by a Gene- 
ral who fhould be fourfcore Years old : Now thi$ is 
the nine hundredth Year fince the Han, that the Fa- 
mily of Kao hath reigned in Corea •, the Generalifli- 
mo Li tfing is fourfcore Years old, the Famine isgreac 
in the Country, the People rife up againft and betray 
one another, the Wolves and the Foxes come into 
their Towns ; thefe Prodigies have terrify'd all their 
Spirits, and this Expedition will put an end to the 
Sovereignty of the Kao: Li tfing began with the 
Siege of Pin jam, but Tfang , King of Corea, lent 
Nan tchang, attended by an hundred of the chief 
Men of the Kingdom, with a white Flag in his 
Hand, and furrendred himfelf to Li tfing, who %&* 
ceiv'd him 'honourably 5 Nan kien continued to fin 
(lain the Siege, and did Afts of wonderful Bravery in - 
many Sallies, but was always repuls'd with Lofs ; 
his Generaliffimo, Sou toufin tching, made his Peaqq 
underhand with Li tfing, and promis'd to give up the 
Place; Li tfing fet fire to one of the Gates of the 
Town, as had been agreed upon with Sou ton Jin 
tctnngy and made himfelf mafter of it j Nan kien 
was made Prifoner, and his Kingdom was divided }jv« 
to five Governments, jnade up of an hundred and fe* 
yenty principal TQwns, and fix hundred and ninety 
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thoufand Families. The Kingdom of Corea was then 
changed into a Toutoufouy which had a Command* 
over- nine Tcheou^ and forty-two Hienv the other 
Towns were made Towns of War ; Sue gin kouei 
was made Toutofou of it, and Generaliffitno of the 
Forces which lhould be left for the Defence of the 
Cpuntry. Under the Reign of the Empreft Vou beau, 
that is about the Year 687, Paoyueu, Grandfon of 
the King of Corea, called Tfang, was cheated Kiun- 
vang, or King of thefecond Order of Tchaoffien ; and 4 
thus Corea changed its Name of Kaoti to that of 
Fcbaoffien. About the Year 927 Vang kien, who then 
governed Corea, took upon him the Dignity of the 
K90, and began to reign over it ; he conquered the 
' Kingdoms of Pe tft and Sin lo, quitted Pin jam, 

which till then had been the Seat of the Kings of Ca- 
rca, and leaving it the Name of Si king, or The Weft 
Court, he removed his Court towards the Eaft at the 
Foot of the Mountain Song yo: For three Reigns un- 
der the Outa the Kings of the Houfe of Vang paid 
their Tribute regularly to the Emperors ; under the 
Reign of Tchi tfong, of the Dynafty of the Tcbeou, 
who began to reign about the Year 954, Vang tchao, 
King of tchaoffien, prefented to the Emperor a large 
number of ancient Books, but all full of Fables ; the 
fame Prince fent to pay Homage to the Emperor Tai 
tfou, the Founder of the Dynafty of the Song, who 
began to reign in the Year 960 ; after the Death of 
Vang tcbaoy the third King from him called Tcbi 
was forced to pay Homage to the Kitan (thefe are the 
Tartars which reigned over the Northern Part of 
China by the Name of the Leao ; ) Tcbi dying his 
fecond Succeffor, called Vang Sun> loft fix Towns 
of his Dominions, which the Kitan took ftom him ; 
Sun remov'd his Court to another Place to be farther 
from them ; having afterwards made a League with 
the Niutche, (thefe are the People who exterminate^ 
the Leao, and rcignM over the Northern Part of China 
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by the Name of Kin,) he found- means, by the Stra- 
tagems which he ufed, to drive the Kitan intircly out 
of his Dominions; after this he began again to pay 
Tribute to the Chinefc Emperor, - and gave him an 
Account of the Ads of Hoftility which had been 
done him by the Kitan* and the I^mperor treated his 
Ambafladors with Diftindion. 

The fourth in Succeffion from Tun was Vang kiai ; 
he fent Ambaflkdors to the Emperors upon every oc- 
casion, fo that they were not ajjlc to furnifh the Grar 
tuities ; whence it was then faid that the Tribute of 
the Coreans brought no Advantage to China* but on 
the contrary was the Caufe of many Evils: The 
Leao on this fide complained that tho' the Coreans 
were, as they afledg'd, their Vaflals, yet the CW- 
nefe Emperors continued to treat their Ambafla- 
dors with Diftindtion : The Niutcbe* were formerly , 

Vaflals 



* The Niutche autiently, that is in the time of Voi* fang, were 
tailed Sou chin, and long before that under the Han they bore the 
Home of Yieou j under the Ouci that of Ukii ; under the Sous they 
were called Moko ; under the latter Tang they began to have the 
Name of Niutching : The Song changed the Termination tching for 
that of tche, becaufe tching wa s the Name of a Tartarian Emperor 
of the Dynafiy of the Leao ; however it does not follow that thefe 
different Names were common toaUthofe People who inhabited that ' 
vaft Trad of Land which lies between the Rivers Hoen tong kiang 
and He long kiang,^Corea and the Eaftern Sea, as it is at this time 
among the Chinefe; ljut it was probably the Name which the People 
viho at different times had the Supreme Power in the Country were 
caird by : Thus, they may at this time be caWd Mantcheoux, though . . 
that Name ftrielly taken belongs only to a Nation the leaf numerous , of. 
that Country: Thus likewife the Moko, who efiablijhed there a , 
powerful Kingdom, called themfefaes Pohai i they were created Kings 
by, the Emperor Jui tfpng, of the Dynafty of the Tang, but the Leao 
quickly fubdued them: Injhort the Names of Countries , Towns , ana\ 
Kingdoms in China and Eaft Tartary alter at the Will of their Princes; 
one, muft not therefore be furprifed to find the Inhabitants of the fame . 
Country called by different Names, The River He long kiang, or ra- 
ther Ou long kiang, is called by the Mantcheoux, Saghalien oula~, 
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Vaflals of the- Coreans^ but Affairs taking another 
turn, and the Niutcbe becoming powerful, the C*- 
reans were in their turn fubjeft to them. 

The Emperor Kao tfong, pf the Dynafty of the 
Song, who began to reign in the Year 1x27, lent 
Houli Ambaffador to Corea for fear the Coreans lhoulcj 
enter into a Confederacy with the Kin, or Niutcbe* 
who had juft deftroyM the Leao ; at the farpe time 
the Kin fent Vang tcbu to Corea with Letters- Patents 
to create hijpn King of Corea, being under the 
lame Apprehenfion, left the Coreans fhould join the 
€innefe: Under the Reign of Li tfong of the Dynafty 
of the Yuen, 7cbe, King of Corea, fent his Son Tcinng* 
the prefumptive Heir of the Crown, to pay Homage 
in Perfon, but *£cbe dying he immediately return'd to 
take poffeflion of his Kingdom, of which he receivM 
the Confirmation from Yuen : From the Year in which 
he was created King, to the thirty-firft Year of the 
Reign of Hou bilai, as the Tartars call him, (he is 
the Coblai of Mark Pol) or Chi tfon, as the Cbinefe 
call him, that is to the Year 1 291 he had paid Tri- 
bute thirty- fix times : It was at this time that Hou 
. bilai would undertake the Conqueft of Japan \ as he 
knew Corea to be a Neighbour to it, his Defign was 
to make ufe of the Coreans for an Entrance into it ; 
with this View he fent Ping cbe be ti in quality of 
Ambaflador to Japan, and gave him Orders to pais 

and by the Mofcovitcs Amour, or Yamour : The Chincfe have ren- 
dred the Word Saghalien by he! and ou ; no*w he" in the Language of 
the Vulgar, and hou in that of the Learned, fignify black, and long 
ignifies Dragon ; theygvbe the Superintendency of the Waters to Dra- 
gons, Jo that On long kiangfignifies the River of the black Dragon. 
It is to he ohfemPd, that the m final JhouJd be pronounced as it is in 
Spatiilh and Fortuguefe, or as the French pronounce the n final in the 
Words pain, vin ; the n final Jhould be pronounced as if it nuas a 
double nn, or followed by an c mute, that is as the French fro- 
****** unc, mine. * 

. through 
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through Corea, and take Guides from thence ; but 
not obtaining them he was obliged to return back 
aigain, which began to make Tcbin out of fovour with 
Yuen ; tho* he did not omit paying his Tribute, vet 
the Emperor feiz'd upon Si king* (that is, as I have 
taken notice, a little above Pin jam) reduced it to a 
Town of the firft Order, and nam'd it Tong ninfou: 
Tctring died, and was fucceeded by his Son Chin, who 
, afterwards chang'd his Name to Kiu : He married a 
Princefs of the Blood of Yuen, a Daughter of the Em- 
peror, and receiv'd from him the Seal of Fou ma 9 
or of Son-iji-Jaw of the Emperor, and the Title of 
King of Corea ; Kiu dying his third Succeflbr was 
called Song : From Vang kien to Vangfong, the Family 
of Vang reckon twenty r eight Kings of Corea, and 
more than four hundred Yfcars in duration. 

The firft Year of the Reign of Hong vou, Founder 
of the Dynafty of the MinK that is in the Year 1368, 
the King of Kaoli, or Corea, called Tcbouen, fent to 
pay Homage to this Prince, and to congratulate him 
upon his Advancement to the Empire ; Hong vou 
created him King of Kao It, and gave him a Silver 
Seal, with the antient Privileges of offering up fo- 
lemri Sacrifices to the Gods of the Rivers and Moun- 
tains of Corea : In the eleventh Year of Hong vou 
the Ambafladors of Coreq, refufcd to do the ordinary 
Homage ; they had enter*d into the Conlpiracy which 
Houvi vong had formM againft that Prince ; the Af- 
fair being discovered, Hong vou order'd the Governor 
of Lea tong to proclaim the Coreans Enemies; the 
Ambafladors of Corea came in a little time after to 
Lea tong, of which the Governor having given the 
Court Advice, the Emperor received the Satisfaction 
they made him, and commended their Fidelity : 
Tcbouen died, and was fucceeded by Kiu, who how- 
ever was riot his Son : In the twenty-fecond Year of 
Hong vqu, the Commander of the Garriibn of Kao 
fa nouy was fent into Corea to buy Horfes \ the King 

refufed 
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refuted to receive any Mony for* them, but the Em- 
peror had them valued, paid the Price of them, and 
at the fame time ordered the Coreans to reftore the 
Towns of Leao yang and Chin tcbing^ which they had 
made themfelves Matters of in the Province of Leao 
tong \ fome fhort time after Li gin gin y Prime Mini- 
fkex of Corea> dethroned Kiu 9 and advanced Vang 
tcbang to the Crown : Li tcbing koueiy Son of Li gin 
gin> took the Crown from Vang tcbang, and put it on 
the Head of Vang ya$ ; foon after he took it from 
him* made himfelf be crowned King of Corea, and 
removed the Court to Han tcbing: Thus ended the 
Houfe of the Vang r which poffeffed the Kingdom of 
Corea from the Ou tai: Li tcbing. bud changed, his 
Name to Tfan ; he fent a iblemn Ambafiage to 
China to defire a Confirmation of his Ufurpation, 
and that the Name of TcbaoJJien might be given to 
Corea with the ufiial Formalities : His Placet was 
couch'd in fomewhat too haughty Terms : The Em- 
peror infifted upon, knowing who drew it up, and 
the Ambaffadpr having informed him that it was 
Tfbing tfe he ; refufed the Prefents, and orderM that 
Tcbing tfe. fhowld be fent to him ; Tan obeyed, and 
Tcbing tfe was banifh'd to the Province of Tun nan ; 
Tan refign'd his Kingdom to Fangyuen his Son, with 
the Confent of Tong lo y who began to reign in the 
Year 1403, and who granted him what he in vain de- 
(ifed of Hong'vou •, Bangyuen having underftood, that 
Tong lo had aflign'd to the Garrifon 01 Leao tong: &me 
n^w. Lands, he fent ten thoufand Oxen as his Tribute 
for the flocking them •, foon after thefe Tranfadions 
he'!died, and his Son Too fucceeded him ; he paid his 
Tribute in Gerfaleons, or Sea-Eagles, but the Em~ 
peror refufed them : Precious Stones, faid he, and rare 
Creatures are not what I like ; let him not any more 
prefent them. * Under the Reign of Kia tfing, Vang 
h biuen % or rather Vang ki boUan, King of Corea, in- 
treated the Emperor to erafe out of the Book intkled 
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3&i ming boei lien, (that is die Body of the Ufiges, 
and Cuftoms of the Auguft Ming) the Article where; 
it is related, that etching kauri hid dethron'd his law- 
ful Sovereign and ufurp'd his Crown •, giving this 
reafon, That he had done it> but at the Solicita- 
tion of the People, and that he was puih'd on to it 
by the Grandees of the Kingdom : His Requeft was 
Ranted. 

In the 20th Year of the Reign of Van lie, that is* 
in the Year 1592, * Pingfieou kii, Chief of the Ja- 
ponefe, invaded Corea ; he was firft a Slave to an In- 
habitant of SamOy and afterwards a Retailer of Fifh^ 
one Day as Kii was afleep under a Tree, Sin tcbangy 
Captain of the Japonefe of f Chan tching, over whom- 
he was \ Kouan pi, as he was going a hunting met 
with him ; he intended to kill him, but Kii pleaded 
his Caufe with fuch Addrefs that the Kouan pi took, 
him into his Service, and made him Intendant of his 
Haras, and gave him a Name, which fignifies ia- 
Japanefe 9 The Man from under the Tree : Pingfieou 
kii rais'd his fortune by litde and litde * Sin tcbang. 
gave him an Eftate, intruded him with all his moft, 
fecret Affairs ; and if Sin tchan had followed his Ad- 
vice he would in a little while have heen Mailer of 
more than twenty fmall Provinces : Sin tcbang was 
murdered by ki tcki his Counfcllor ; Ping feou kii 
put himfelf at the Head of Sin tcbang s Troops to re- 
venge his Death, killed O ki tcbi, and fucceeded Sing 
tcbang in the Dignity of Kouan pi -, he conqucrM by 
Cunning and by Force fixty fix fmall Provinces: 
From the Mountain Kin cbang II of Corea the Ifland 

• * Ping lieou is the Name of his Family, Kii his proper Name. 

+ Chang tching is probably Meacho. 

% This Kouan pe was a Title of Office ; another Author /peaking 
of the King of Japan, who was called Tien tching vang, that is 
the True Celefiial King, fays that he did not govern himfelf but . 
left the whole Management of Affairs to his Minifters, and Kouan pc, 

|| Another Author fays, that the Paffage between this Ifland and 
pjrea is not more than two or three Days with a fair Wind. , 

of 
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of tout ma tao in Japan is feen, and fb likcwife is the 
Mountain from the Ifland ; there was always mutual 
Commerce between the two Nations, and they were 
allied by Marriages. 

Li fen was at that time King of Ctfrmr, a Prince fo 
entirely given up to Pleafures and Debauchery, that 
he never fo much as thought of being upon his 
Guard; * Ping feou kit, having formed the defign of 
attacking Corea, intruded Hing tchang an&Tfing tching, 
two of his Chief Commanders, with this Cotaimiflion, 
and gave each of them a numerous Fleet; they landed 
at Fern ebon, a large Village ; pafied Lin tfin undis- 
covered, and dividing their Troops furprifed Forte, 
and feveral other Towns ; the Corean^ who* had for 
v a long time enjoy'd the Sweets of a profound Peace, 
and who were altogether unexperienced in; and not 
inurM to the Hardfhips of War, fled and fo aban- 
doned their Towns at the firft approach of the Japa* 
nefe ; the* King quitted his Court in hafte, and leav- 
ing the Reins of Government in the Hands of Li . 
boei 9 his fecond Son, retired to Pinjam ; ' quickly af* 
ter he took refuge $t T ' tcbeou, in the Province of 
Leao tmgi and humbly intreated the Emperor to re- 
ceive him into the number of his Subjects, and to 
make his Kingdom a Province. 

The Japanefe pafs'd the River Ta tong sbiang, and 
block'd up Pinjam ; they had already made them-r 
felves Mafters of the Court, had overturned the Se- 
pulchres, plunder'd the Treafury, and taken the Mo-? 
ther, the Children, and the Officers of the King ; 
the eight Provinces were almoft entirely fubdued, and 
the Japanefe were making Preparations for palling ' 
the River Ta lou kiang, and entring Leao fong ; the 
King of Corea fent Courier after Courier to the Em- 
peror to demand fpeedy Succours; Sue po was fent 

* The particular Account of this War is taken from a complete 
Jiifiory of the Djnafiy of the Ming, which is of tfndouhted credit. 
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hy.iht Emperor, with a promife that Succours fhould 
arrive with all fpeed ; in the mean time the Japanefe 
were already come to-Petyaw, the King of Corta* 
not thinking himfelf,fafe at 7lcbem y retired to 
Ngai tcbeou ; Brigadier Cbtpu marched towards Pin* 
jam y but as he knew little of the Country, and as 
great Rains had fallen, he was defeated and kill'd in 
an Engagement * Lietftenant-General ffou tcbing biun 
came to his affiftance with 3000 Men, andpafs'dthe 
River Ta lou kiang 5 his Troops alio were cut fa 
pieces, and he himfelf narrowly efcaped ; S<mg yn 
tchang was fent in quality of * King lie, that is Su- 
perintendant-Gencral j the^ CHntfe Troops came in 
large bodies to the rendezvous ; Hing tcbang, and the 
other Japanefe- Generals, who* were cunning and aftive 
Officers, insinuated to the Ghinefc that they had ho 
^ intention to attack them, but their defign was only to 
gain time ; Cbefmg, firft Prefident of the Tribunal 
of War, was of opinion that A£s of Hoftilhy 
fhoold be deferred till the' Sentiments of the Japanefe 
could be founded; in the mean time Ping Jieou Jtii 
came to the Ifland of Tout ma tao, and fpread a Re- 
port that he was coming to fupport his Forces ; the 
. Japanefe fortified themfelves in the Court of Core*, 
and affign'd to Hing Ubang, and his other Officers, 
the mod important Polls to guard them from all At- 
tacks : It was during this time that Ping Jieou hi dif- 
poffefs'd the King of Chan tcbing, and todk the Title 
of Tai-ko-vang, or King of Tat ko ; Chin vi king, 
who was charged with the founding the Japanefe, 
came to Pinjam ; Hin tcbang received him with ex- 
traordinary Honours, and having bent the Knee, The 
Celeftial Dynafty, faid he, (that is the reigning Dy- 
nafty^ hath fufpended the march of its Armies, we 

* King lio is a Vifitor extraordinary, *wbo hath the power of Life 
and Death both over People and Soldiers, and a general Infpe&ion 
into all Affairs of whatever nature they he* 
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Khali not make a long flay here, bat return fhoitty to 
Japdn ; the River ?<f tang tcbiang lhall be the Boun- 
dary of- our Conquefts, and we will give up to the 
<Coreans all that lies Eaft of Pinjam : However in the 
twelfth Month Lijujbng was made Generaliflkno ; 
bepafs'd thro* Leao tang with an Army of 60000 
lilen, eroding the Mountain Fong boang ebon with 
great difficulty, in wjiich Pafiage all his Horfes 
Sweated Blood ; when he came to the Banks of the 
rRiver Ta lou kiang the 'Mountains of Corea ap- 
tpear*d in view; There, fold Leou boang tcbang. In- 
♦foe&or of the Army, there is the Place where it 
depends upon our Valour to recover the hereditary 
^Dominions. 

In the twenty-firft Year of Van tie, in the firft 
Month, Chin vi king took the * firft fteps in his en- 
'deavotuing to deceive Hing tcbang, by perfuading 
him that the Xbinefe came to bring Letters+Pateras 
from the King to his Matter, and it was agreed be- 
tween them thatrtm the feventhDay of the Month 
the7ttwt 9 called Li, ihould deliver them to hith •, on 
the fourth the Army arriving ac the Gate of Souring, 
-Ming ttbang fen t~ twenty « Officers to receive it ; IAju 
fang gave Orders to Brigadier Li ning to feize then), 
•and take them feKve, but they defended themfelves 
-^ith fuch Coorage and Bravery, that they couM take 
no more than- three. \ Hing: Ubang having demanded 
* of Chin: vi king what that \ Violence meant, it mufl: needs, 
.faid he, »have happened from not. rightly undcrftand- 
Ang the Interpreters ; 'Hingtcbang fcnt two Perfons of 
•finguiar trull, viz. Siao ft fei,. and Ttben ebeou teng 
along with ChitPvi king to compliment on his part 
-Li iu fingfht treated them well, and fcnt them 
f-hack ; on thefixth the Army arrivM in fight of Pin- 
jam ; 'Hing ttbang fat upon a 'Tower, whence-he 
coufd fee the Standards bordered with Dragons, 
and the whole Proceffion : The Japanefe finely dnefsfd 
made a Lane to rectwcLijuJongy who drew up his 

Troops 
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Troops in order df Battle, and marched thefrrimo 
the Town ; the Cbinefe Officers fhewM the Japantfe 
fome Contempt, which difcbverM the Stratagem to 
them, * and put them immediately upon thrir De- 
fence. ' 

Pinjdm on the South-eaft fide is defended by the 
River ; a fteep Mountain defends it on the Weft; ori 
the North fide there is an Eminence, which is; thk 
moft important Poft, and was guarded by the Japd* 
ttefe\ Lijufong fent thither fome Troops toskirrtiifli* 
with orders to retire after the firft Charge, iritirdier. tb 
draw the Japanefe from thence •, in the Night the ^i* 
panefe attack'd the Camp of Lijupe, but they weife 
repuls'd with lofs ; > Liju fong : gave Orders to lite 
Officfcrs to 1 keep advancing, and not flop to do exeeu-* 
tion. On the eighth at break of Day there • was a ge- 
neral Aflault made; the main Attack was on die 
South-eaft fide, and the Japanefe at firft made *be 
Cbinefe give ground ; Lijufong kill'd with his own 
Hand the firft that ran away, and made the foaling 
Ladders be fet ; he fent Tangyuen, and r fcme ethers 
with- him, to fcafe the fmall Weftern .Gate, whilft 
Liju pe did the faflie at the great one ; the Horfe of 
Li ju fang was kill'd under him by a Canon-Ball, and 
Ouei tcbong was fhot quite through the Breaft -with & 
MusqaettBall, fcnd yet 'continued to encourage his 
Mea to the Fight; 'Lijufong took a frqfli Horie, 
and running into the Dttckof the Town, where was the 
hotteft of the Engagement, he continually pufh\J oil 
his'Troops, till at laft the Cbinefe made themfelvek 
Mafters of the Wall, and'the JapMefi retired to thie 
Fort. About midmgh* Hing tcbang 9 'fol\6vr 9 d ; by 
many others, pafs'd the River ^a fongkiang^ arid 
IhelcerM himfelf dn the Mountain Long cban, the 
Cbinefe in this Engigctifcnt -kill'd two hundred eighty 
-five Japanefe, the reft perifti'd in the Flames, and a 
vaft Number of them leaping into the River were 
•drown- d ; 14 mng and Tcba ta eheou, at the Head of 

three 
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three thqufand choice Men, went to jfbnn an Ant- 
bufcade for the Fugitives upon their Retreat, of whom 
they flew three hundred fixty two, and made ibme 
Prisoners; the 19th Li ju pi took the Town of 
Fou kai by Storm, where he kill'd one hundred fixty 
five Japanefe ; this Viftory took from the Japanefe 
four Provinces of Corea, viz. Hoang hat. Ping gnan y 
King ki y and Kidng Tuen ; Tcbing king was Matter of 
Hiang king, but as foon as he had intelligence that 
Km tcbvng was in the hands of the Cbinefe, he aban- 
' don'd his Poft, and retirM to the Royal City \ Hun 
king and fcbou tfing were as Bulwarks to him : The 
27th the Cbinefe Army was come within feventy. Lys 
of the Royal City ; the Coreans gave intelligence that 
the Japanefe had abandon'd it, and were retired ; Li 
jufong believ'd the Report, and putting himfelfatthe 
Head of the light Horfe advanced to the Poft of 
Pifti kouan, which is not above thirty Lys from the 
City i as Tacbo kiao was galloping to the Bridge his 
Horfe (tumbled and fell, and he received a Contufion 
in the Forehead, which was like to have proved mortal. 
Then the Japanefe ifiued out of their Ambufcade, and 
furrounded him ; both Officers and Soldiers fought 
without any hopes of him for ten Hours, even till 
Noon, fo that their Quivers were almoft quite empty : 
A Japanefe Commander, who had on a Golden 
Cuirals, prcfs'd hard upon the Generaliffimo Li ju 
fing ; Lieutenant-General Li yeou cbing covered him 
with his Body, and kill'd many of the Japanefe, but 
being thrown down by a Hook he was cut to pieces 
by the Japanefe ; Lijupi, and Li ning encompafs'd 
Li jufong, and fought a long time with an extraor- 
dinary Bravery; at laft Lijuboei {hot the Japanefe 
with the Golden Cuirafs through with an Arrow, 
and threw him quite down ; at the fame time Tang 
yuen came to their Relief, and having broke the Ja- 
panefe he put them to flight ; but the braveft of the 
Cbinefe Army were loft in this Engagement, and not 

ne 
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one of them who had pafs'd the Bridge efcap'd : There 
had fallen a great deal of Rain, and the Parts about 
the Town were full of Foundaries, which, added to 
the Ice that was at the bottom, filled the Country 
with fo much dirt that the Cbinefe Cavalry could not 
charge ; the Japanefe on the contrary were advan- 
tageoufly potted, they had a River in front, and a 
Mountain in the rear, and their Camps had a Com- 
munication with each other •, they had rais'd within 
the Town high Machines full of variety of deftrudtive 
Weapons charg'd with fmall Shot, fo that all who 
came before them would be infallibly kilPd ; the 
Cbinefe Army was obliged to turn back and re-i 
treat to Kai tcbing : About the third Month the Spies 
gave an account that in the Royal City there were 
200000 Japanefe^ and that there went a Report that 
3aiko their King was coming to command them in 
perfbn, afcd that they had abundance of Corn ; the 
Cbinefe were fo fortunate as to fet fire to it: The 
Japanefe feeing they were in danger of wanting all 
forts of Provifions, began again to treat of Peace by 
the Interpofition of Chin vi king,, who having per- 
fuaded them to deliver up the Capital the Peace was 
ligned on the 18th of the fourth Month* Lijufong 
enter'd the Town, and found in it more than forty 
thoufand Bufhels of Rice, and Forage in proportion 5 
the Japanefe fent Siaofifei along with Chin.vi king on 
the Embafly to China to make their Submiflion ; yet 
they attack'd Hien ngan and Tfm tcbeoUi and grie- 
voufly harafs'd the Province of Tfuen lo i into which 
there is hardly any entrance but by the Town of 
Nan yuen fou: In the 7th Month the Japanfe pafs'd 
thro* the Gate of Feou cban to Siftmpou, and deli- 
ver'd ug the Children of the King of Corea 9 and 
hfc chief Officers ; in the twenty-fecond Year of Van 
lie the King of Corea humbly intreated the Emperor 
to accept of the Tribute the Japanefe offered, and. 
create Ping fseou kii King of Japan as he defir'd : 
Voi. IV. Ec Thi» 
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This was agreed to upon thefc three Conditions, firft* 
That the Japanefe fhould deliver up all the Places they 
had poffefs'd themfelves of in Corta ; fecondly, That 
after faiko fhould be created King he fhould not 
fend any Ambaflador into China * thirdly, That they 
fhould fwear not to make any Attempt upon Corea * 
Li tfong feting^ Marquifc de Lin boat, was fent Envoy 
to Japan to create Taiko King, but did not arrive till 
the beginning of the 24th Year of Van Ho. Chin vi 
king crofs'd the Sea before that along with Hing 
tchang to carry the Prefents, and marrying a Daughter 
of Arima fettled among the Japanefe \ Li tfong tching 
was much given to Women ; as foon therefore as he 
was come to %oui ma tao, the Governor T tcbi, 
who had married the Daughter of Hing tchang, and 
Who knew the Ambaflador's Foible, gave Orders 
for the finding out two or three handfom young Wo- 
men, whom he fent by turns into his Tent : Thefe 
he lik'd very well, but being afterwards informed 
that the Governor's Wife was a Woman of extraordi- 
nary Beauty, he had the impudence to demand her of 
her Husband, who codld not forbear fhewing his Re- 
fentment : It happen'd in this Conjuncture that a Ja~ 
panefe Gentleman, callM Long, a Son of the Sifter 
of Sie tcheoufe difputed the way with Li tfong tcUng ; 
he endeavour'd to kill Long, but he having made a 
fignal to the Japanefe of his Retinue, Li tfong tching 
had but juft time by a fudden flight to avoid the 
Death which he would have otherwife hardly efcap'd ; 
he left every thing behind him, even to the Seal of 
the Embafly : He wander'd about all the Night, and 
in defpair hang'd himfelf upon a Tree, but thofe 
who went after him came in time to his affiftance ; he 
fled to King tcheou where he was tried by the Empe- 
ror's Order, who had been inform'd of his ill Con- 
dud:, and who fent Tang fang heng in his room. 

Pingfieou kit faded and bath'd for three Days, then 
he went out cf the Town to meet the Emperor's 

Patent $ 
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Patent ; he proftrated himfelf fifteen times, and was 
created King with the ufual Ceremonies : The King 
of Corea had intended to fend his Compliments of 
Congratulation by the Lord and Prince of Konang 
hat, but by the advice of his Favourite Li tcbin he 
only fent him a Deputy-Governor of a Town of the 
fecond Order, with a Prefent pf fome plain pieces of 
Silk ; Ping fieou kit was nettled at this fight •, hath 
your Mafter, laid he to the Ambaflador, already for- 
got that I have conquerM his Kingdom, and that I 
had not reftor*d it to him, but out of regard to the 
Emperor ? Who does he take me for that he fends 
me fuch a Prefent, and by fuch a Meflenger as ybu ? 
Is this affronting me or the Emperor ? Since he afts 
thus I will leave fome Troops in Corea under Che 
toan tfe, till the Emperor chaftifes the King your 
Mafter : The next day he made ready his magnificent 
Prefents in order to pay the Tribute, and presented at 
the fame time two Placets, the one containing his 
Acknowledgments to the Emperor, the other his De- 
mands of Juftice upon the King of Corea. 

The 25th Year of Van fie, Tfing tcbing invaded 
Corea with a Fleet of two hundred Japanefe Ships, 
upon which the War was immediately renew'd ; Mtt 
kouei was made Generaliflimo of the Cbinefe Forces t 
In the fixth Month there arriv'd fevefal Barks, and 
a large number of Ships at Corea % Chin *oi kin 9 who 
was a Japanefe Spy, was taken : In the eighth Month 
Xf tn g tching befieg'd Nanyuenfou\ Nan ytten com- 
manded in it, byt he fled on Foot at the very firft 
Approaches; Tjfiten-Ubeou, which is not above one 
hundred Lys from Nanyuen^ was invefted, and taken 
by the Japaneft, who already very much r harafs'd 
the Province of Tfuen lo : The Court of Corea is, in 
the Heart of the Kingdom ; on the Eaft fide lies 
Niao ling y and Tcbong tcbeou, and on the Weft Nan 
yuen, and "Tfuen tcheou, which command the narrow 
Pafles, fo that thefe two Towns being taken the 
Ee a Court 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



420 , The 'General History of* 

Gourt was in a manner blocked up by the Japanefe\ 
etching tcbing and Hing tchang retir'd, the latter to 
the Town of "Tun tfing, which is fix hundred Lys 
diftant from the Capital ofCorea •, the former to King 
change which is four hundred : The Chinefe laid Siege 
to it, but upon a Rumour that Siiccours were arriv'd 
their Commander Hao kouei ran away, and left them ; 
upon which they difpers'd, and the Japancfe kill'd 
above ten thoufarfd of them. Upon a Review it was 
found that they had loft twenty thoufand Men ; Hao 
kouei was broke, and put into the Hands of Juftice to 
be puniflied. 

In the 26th Year of Van lie, in the ninth Month, 
Leou ting march'd to befiege Hing tchang in his 
Camp ; he deputed Ou tfong 'tao to invite him to an 
Interview, wherein they might treat of Affairs in an 
amicable manner ; Hing tchang promised to come to 
the Place appointed, attended with fifty of his Of- 
ficers i Leou ting, overjoy'd at this, laid an Ambufcade 
of his Troops on all fides in order to feize him 
when he fhou'd give the Word; he made one of his 
Officers take his Place and Name, and he himfelf 
appear'd as a common Soldier •, his Orders were 
that when he came out of the Tent the Canon 
ihould belfirM, and then every one fhould make 
the utmoft /peed to inclofe Hing tchang, and his At- 
tendants, and put them all to the Sword 5 accordingly 
the next Day Hing tchang came attended, as he had 
promis'd, with no more than fifty Horfe ; he who 
perfonated Leou ting received him with extraordinary 
Honours * as they fat at Table Hing tchang, cafting 
his Eyes upon Leou ting, who was difguis'd like a 
Soldier, and had a Bottle and Glafs in his Hand ; I 
am much deceived, faid he, if this Soldier be not 
unfortunate.; Leou ting, furpris'd at this Speech, 
leaves the Tent, and gives the Signal agreed on ; Hing 
tchang, who had difcover'd the Ambufh, mounted 
in an inftant, and his Attendants forming a triangu- 
lar 
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lar Squadron flew off like Lightning, forced their way 
through the Cbinefe 9 killing on both fides every one 
that bppos*d them, and fo got clear off: The next 
Day Hing tcbang fent to thank Leou ting for his En-, 
tertainment, who endeavoured to excufc the improper 
Firing of the Cannon which difturb'd the. Mirth of 
the Entertainment : Hing tchang pretended to be fa^ 
tisfied with thefc Excufes, but the next Day fent Leou 
ting a Woman's Head-clothes : Leou ting immediately, 
made an Aflault, but without Succefs, the Chinefe be- 
ing almoft totally routed ; at laft the News of the 
Death of 7aiko> • which carqe the ninth Day of thq 
feventh Month, in the twenty-fixth Year of V#n lie 9 
which falls in with the Year of our Lord 1598, * 
made the Japanefe think of returning into their own 
Country, The 17th of the eleventh Month Ling 
tcUng firft fet fail, and was foon after followed by 
the reft of the Japamfe ; thus ended this War which 
had continued feven Years. 

The Prince, who at this time reigns in Qorea> is of 
the Houfe of the fame Li y and is called Li tun j it ' 
cannot be difagreeable to jnfert in this Place the Place? 
which he prefented to tfre Emperor Cang hi in thq 
Year 1694. 

" The King of tfebaoffien prefents this Placet with 
" a Defign to fettle his Family, ^nd to make known 
" the Defircs of his People. 

" I, your Subject, am a Man whofe Fate is not 
c< over-fortunate •, I have been a long time without 
* c having anyone to fuccced me, at laft I have aSoiv 
" by a Concubine, whofe Birth hath given me an in-*. 
c< credible Pleafure ; I immediately refolv'd to raifc; . 
" the Mother who bore him, but in this I havq 
" committe4 a Fault, which hath been the caufe of . < 

" many Jealoufies : I obliged Queen Min chi * to re-? 

* The Word Chi is added to the Family Name of Women : Min 
chi, for example, fignijies of the Family of Min ; Tchang chi of 
the Family of Tchang : The fame is alfo praclifed with regard {0 
Men upon certain occafions, 

P.C3. ". tire 
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" tire to a private Houfe, and I made my (econd 
'* Wife *fchang cbi Queen in her (lead ; I at that time 
" gave your Majefty a particular account of this Af- 
** fair ; now I reflect that Mxn cbi hath receiv'd the 
" Patent of Creation from your Majefty •, that fhe 
<c hath managed my Family ;" that fhe hath aflifted 
" me in Sacrifices ; that lhe hath waited upon the 
" Queen my Great-grand-mother, and the Queen my 
c< Mother •, that lhe hath partook with me in a three 
" Years Misfortune ; according to the Laws of Na- 
* c ture and Equity I ought to have treated her with 
" Honour, but I gave way to my Imprudence ; af- 
" ter the thing was done I was extreinely concerned 
<c at it ; now, to conform myfelf to the Defires of the 
w People of my Kingdom, I intend to reftore to 
" Min cbi the Dignity of Queen, and reduce Tchang 
" cbi again into the Rank of Concubine : By this 
<c means the Government of my Family will be kt^. 
" tied, and the Foundation or good Manners, and 
ct Converfion of the whole Kingdom, will be fet to 
" rights again, 

" I, your Subject, although I debafe by my Igno- 
<c ranee and Stupidity the Title I have inherited from 
<c my Anceftors, yet I have been the Vaffal of your 
" Sovereign Majefty thefc twenty Years, and owe all 
* c that I am to your Beneficence, which, like Provi T 
ce dence, Ihields and defends me : There is no Affair 
V either domeftick or publick, of whatever nature 
<€ it be, that I dare conceal from your Majefty: 
" This is what emboldens me to trouble your Ma- 
*< jefty three or four times upon this Affair j I am 
* c indeed afham'd thus to exceed the bounds of Re- 
« c fpe£t, but as it is an Affair which concerns the 
* c Order that ought to be kept in my Family, and. 
** that it tends to inform you of the Defires of ' 
« c my People, there is good reafon that I flioqld with 
* c all Refpeft acquaint your Majefty with it. 

The Emperor anfwer'd this Placet by this Order ; 

]Let the Court, to which it belongs, confider and in- 

" * *" form 
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form me of it ; the Court, to which it belonged, is 
the Court of Ceremonies : The Court was of opinion 
that the Demand ought to be granted, which was 
confirm'd by the Emperor : Some Officers of his Ma- 
jefty were fent to carry the Queen her Letters of Crea- 
tion, magnificent Robes, and every thing that was 
neccflary for creating her Queen with the ufual For- 
malities. 

The rext Year the King fent a Placet to Gang &", 
which the Emperor having read gave-this Order, 

" I have read the Compliment of the King •, I 
<c would have it laid before the Court to whom it 
€i belongs ; the Terms of this Placet are not proper, 
" it wants Refpeft ; I order that it be examin'd, con- 
<f fider'd, and an Opinion given me upon it." Upon 
this Order the Li pou, or the Court of Ceremonies, 
condemn'd Li tun in a Fine of ten thoufand Chinefe 
Ounces of Silver, and to be depriv'd for three Years 
of the Returns affign'd,him for the annual Tribute he 
pays : He fends every Year an AmbaflTador to receivq 
the Chinefe Almanack, which is iffued out the firft 
Pay of the tenth Month for the enfuing Year. 

I fhould now give fome account of the People of 
Corea : They are generally well made, and of a fweet 
and tradable Difpofition ; . they understand the Chinefe 
Language, delignt in Learning, and are given to 
Mufick and Dancing : There come more considerable 
Perfons from the Northern than Southern Provinces ; 
the Northern People are naturally warlike, and make 
excellent Soldiers ; their moft common Drefs is Fur- 
Caps, and Brocade- Clothes •, the Women wear Edg^r 
ing or Lace, both upon the upper and under Petti- 
coat ; the People of Quality do ufually wear purple 
Silk ; the Men of Learning, who are diftinguiih'd by 
two Feathers which they wear in their Cap, apply 
themfelves more particularly to Mufick : After Ki tfe 
had publifhed his Code, which confifted only of eight 
L^ws^ the Manners of the Corean$ became fo well 
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regulated, that Theft and Adultery were Crimes un r 
known among' them, fo that there was no occafion tQ 
fhut the Street-doors in the Night ; and although the 
Revolutions, which are fatal to all States, may have 
fomewhat changed this former Innocence, yet they 
have ftill enough of it left to be a Pattern to other 
•Nations. 

In their publick Aflemblies they wear brocade 
Robes, adorn'd with Gold or Silver \ there are abun- 
dance of vagabond ycung Women among them ; they 
Jiave frequent Meetings of young Men and Women, 
who marry together by mutual Inclination, without 
making any nuptial Prefents, and without any Cere- 
mony : The Princefles of the Blood are married tQ 
none but Princes of the Blood, and the Grandees of 
the Kingdom obferve the fame Rule with regard to 
their Families, though under the Reign of Tun this 
Cuftom was fomewhat altered : They do not bury 
their Dead till three Years after their dcceafe; they 
wear Mourning for Fathers and Mothers three Years, 
for Brothers no more than three Months : After they 
have buried their Dead they place by the fide of the 
Tomb their Clothes, their Chariots, their Horfes, anc} 
in general every thing that they had a regard for in 
their Life-time, and give them up to be plunder'd by 
thofe who attended the Funeral : They are naturally 
fuperftitious, and dread the killing any living thing ; 
they obferve the Law of Fo\ they are moderate in 
eating and drinking, and ufe at their Meals Difhes 
and Plates : The Mandarins afFeft in their Carriage a 
great deal of Qravity. 

Their Houfes are thatch'd, but they have no Beds 
' in them ; they make Wine of a fort of Grain calPd 
Paniz ; they breed but few Silk- worms, for they ge- 
nerally make ufe of Hempen Cloth ; they never take: 
f , Phyficlc : The Salaries of the Mandarin^ are paid in 

Rice ; every one hath Ground allotted him in pro? 
jportion tp the number of Perfons the Family confifts 
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of; the King pofiefles no Lands as his own Property. 
The Arms or the Soldiery, which are plain and 
without Ornament, are Crofs-bows, and very long 
Sabres ; their Punifhments are gentle even for the 
moft enormous Crimes ; the abufing of Parents is a 
capital Crime, and they wht> are guilty of it are be- 
headed ; leffer Criminals are whipt, and then diC- 
charged: Crimes which would otherwife deferve Death 
they punifh by Banifhment into the Neighbouring 
Iflands ; there is every three Years an Examination of 
Do&ors, another of Batchelors, and a third of Matters 
of Arts. When any one is to be font upon an Embafly 
he undergoes an Examination in the Tribunal of the 
Minifters. 

The Trade ofCorta confifts in white Paper, Pencils 
made of the Hair of a Wolfs Tail , Ginfeng, Gold, 
Silver, Iron, yellow Varnifh, which is fo very beau- 
tiful that whatever it is laid upon feems to be gilt ; 
the Tree whence this Gum diftils is like the Palm- 
tree ; Fowls whofe Tail is three Foot long ; Ponys 
about three Foot high, Sable Skins, Caftor and Mi- 
neral Salt ; when Merchants offer Books to Sale they 
are drefs*d in their fineft Clothes, and burn fbme 
Perfumes before they treat of the Price: Though 
Corea be mountainous it is yet fertile, efpecially the 
Provinces of Tcbing tfmg y King change and 7*fuenlo 9 
which are very rich and fruitful. 

The chief Mountains of Corea are Peyo to the 
North of the Court-Province ; Oua ton cban to the 
North-eaft of the Capital of the Kingdom ; here it 
was that the King of Kaoli, call'd Tymo^ heretofore 
eftablifh'd the Seat of his Empire, till Mou yon boang 
demolifh'd it under the Dynafty of the ftfin ; Chin 
/ong cban *, call'd alfo Son yo, in the diftrift of the 

* Chan, which fignifia Mountain, is addtd to the Names </" 
Mountains ; as Kiang, which Jknifies River , is to the Names of 
"livers : Ifonepleafes it may be left out, hut the ChineCe fcaree ever 
dfe it without joining the. Noun Affellative to it. 

Town 
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Town of Kai tcinngy where Vang kicn fix'd his Court \ 
JLou yang cban> to the North-caft of Pinjarn, and 
Hoang cban in the Province of Tubing tfing. 

The Rivers of Corea are the Li kiang> which is in 
the Court Province \ the Ta tong kiang^ which is in that 
of Ping ngan ; the Ta lou kiang y which tal^es its rife 
in the Mountains of Tchang pe chan y and at its Mouth 
is three hundred Lys broad ; and the Han kiting^ 
which is to the South of the Capital of the Kingdom. 

I clofe this Account with a thing which defervep 
fomc regard : In the Abridgment of Chorography, 
intitled Quangyu ki, we find that the Place or Town 
of fchaqjfien y that Ki pe made choice of to fix his 
Court there, is in the Territory of Tong ping fou % a 
Town of the firft Order in the Province of Pe 
tche li : The Truth of this Fad being granted, it 
feems neceflary to conclude that this Place was at that 
time dependant upon Corea> and that the Gulph of 
Leao tong % which at this time feparates ancient Tcbaof* 
/ten from the Kingdom of Corea> was not form'd till 
Jong after ; for it is not at all probable that a Sove^ 
reign would fix his Court out of his Dominions, 
efpecially if it was parted from them by any long Paf- 
fage by Se a : This Conjc&ure, which feems at firft 
fight to have no great matter of Probability in it, is 
not altogether without Foundation, as may be feen by 
taking the thing a little higher ; the juft Title with 
which the Cbinefe Pofterity have honoured the Me- 
jnory of this Prince, when Tu 9 I fay undertook to 
make a Paffagc for the Waters that had overflowed 
all the flat Country under the Empire of Chun and 
Tao 5 he began with the River Hoang bo, as that 
which did the moll damage : He went in his Difco- 
very after it to the furtheft Parts of Tartary^ and 
haying brought it to the Southern Boundaries of 
Chan fi and Chen ft , which it divides, he opened a 
Pafiage for it through a Mountain, whence the River 
rolls down with a Torrent^ and hy its Fall makes 3 

Cafca4$ 
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Cafcade equal to thofe of the Nile : Thence he car- 
ried it, by a gentle Stream, crofs the Province of 
Ho rian> and having at laft, following ftill its Chan- 
nel, brought it into the Province of Pe tche li> he 
drained the Lake Ta lou, which was form'd hy the 
Difcharge of the Waters of Hoang ho : This' Lake 
took up that whole Space of Ground in which at this 
time are included the Diftri&s of Chun te fou 9 a 
Town of the firft Order, of Tchap ichcou > and 
Ching tcheou in the fame Province ; at Jaft to weaken 
its rapid Courfe he divided it into nine Channels, and 
cqmpell'd it to empty itfelf into the Sea by as many 
Mouths. 

Some are of opinion that thefe nine Channels ter- 
minate in one, before its Difcharge into the Eaftera 
Sea, to the left of the Mountain Kie che chan^ which 
at that Place makes a Promontory ; but whether all 
the Screams of jthis River go into the Sea at the Foot 
of this Mountain, or whether it be only that of its 
direft Courfe, this is certain that the Hoang ho in the 
fpace of 3921 Years (for it is fo long fince Tu began 
this great Work) is at a great diftance from its an- 
tient Channel ; and inftead of emptying itfelf, as it 
did formerly, direftly into the Sea at about forty De- 
grees of Latitude, it at this time empties i;felf into 
the River Hoax ho> a little above Hoainganfou^ a 
Town of the firft Order of the Province of Kiang 
ngan, that is in near thirty-four Degrees of Latitude ; 
and the Mouth, at which the -Waters of thefe. two 
Rivers iflue out into the Sea, takes its Name among 
the Chinefe from Hoai bo 9 and not from Hoang bo:- 
Befides it is to be obferved that this Mountain Kie 
che chan, which was at that time joined to the firm, 
Land of Tong png fou % is now five hundred Lys fur- 
ther in the Sea to the South of this T own > f° f hat the 
Sea enlarging its Bounds by little and little hath at 

laft fwallowM up this whole Trad of Land. 

*'* ' • " * i ""* .,»...» . 

In 
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In Obje&ion to this it may be faid, that the Chi- 
ttefe Hiftory fpeaks not one word of this extraordi- 
nary Change ; it is allowed, but neither hath it taken 
notice that the Sea hath cover'd five hundred Lys, 
which are now between the Mountain Kie che chan 
'and the firm Land of Tong ping fou> and which make 
part of the Gulph of Leao tong. 

Befides the Changes which happen to the Surface 
of this Globe we dwell upon are not obfervM, unlefs 
they be fudden and furprifing ; thofe that are brought 
about leifurely and imperceptibly, and without alarm- 
ing Nature, eafily efcape the Obfervation of Hiftory : 
Of this kind are the Changes in Lands, which the 
Seas overflow and leave, and which, the Life of Man 
is too Ihort to come to the knowledge of: It is alio 
probable that all Archipelagos are formed In thj$ 
manner, and the reafon why thofe who dwelt near 
them have not preferved any Remembrance of the 
Event, is that which I have juft now given ; an inftance, 
which may help to confirm this Conjefture, may be 
produced without going out of China. 

Chin tfung tchong being fent Ambaflador into the 
Country which lies North of Hoang ho, obferv'd as 
he coafted the Mountains of Tai hang cban, that the 
Downs of the Rock, which were perpendicularly 
fteep, were full of Oifter-fhells, an# other Shell-, 
fifh, and Beds of Gravel which furroynded them like 
a Girdle, which makes it credible that, the Sea here-r 
tofbre waih*d the Foot of thefe Mountains, tho' they 
are now a thoufand Lys from it : Tcbu uenkong is not 
indeed of this Opinion •, he fuppofes that thefe arc 
the Marks of the Hoang bo, whidi antiently wafh'd 
the Foot of thefe Mountains ; but tho* it would be 
no difficult matter to overthrow his Opinion, yet if it 
be only doubtfql whether the Sea hath not heretofore 
cover*d this vaft Traft of Land, it is enough to 
prove that Jiothing can be concluded from the Silence 
of the Cbinefe Hiftory, as hath been aflerted, 

4 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



Digitized by CjOOQ IC 




^•**?. 



Digitizec 



%f 



by Google 



China, Chinese-Tartarv, &c. 429 



AfuccinSi Narrative of Captain BesringsV 
Travels into Siberia. 

A LT H 0% according to the Scheme which I firft 
*"■ laid down for this Work, I might have clos'd 
it with the Account of that Part of Siberia which is 
fubjeft to China, and that I am by no means obliged 
to enter upon that other Part which belongs to the 
Ruffians, yet I thought that a new Difcovery, by the 
Order of the late Czar, could not fail of being very 
agreeable to thofe who have a Tafte for Geography. 

Not long ago, as publick Accounts inform'd us, 
this great Prince, who hath been always employ'd in 
perfecting the Arts and Sciences, and who has in a 
manner created in .his Dominions a quite new Nation, 
ordered Captain Beerings to go as far as Kamtfckatka 
in order to examine the Frontiers of thofe Countries 
which lay to the North-eaft, and to endeavour to dis- 
cover whether, as fome are of Opinion, they joined 
to North-America, or whether there could be found 
any Paflage by Sea. 

Captain Beerings having punctually executed his 
Orders return'd to Petersburgh on the firft Day of 
March 1730, and brought a fhort Account of his 
Voyage, with a Map which he had made of it : 
This Map was fent to the moft ferene King of Po- 
land, as a Prcfent worthy of his Regard and Curio- 
fity •, and his Majefty having been pleafed to com- 
municate it to me, with a Permiffion to make what 
ufe of it I plcas'd, I thought that the Publick would 
be fomewhat obliged to me if I added it to all the 
•thers which I had promis'd. 

On the 5th of February 1725 Captain Beerings re- 
ceived orders from Co\uitApraxim % AdmiraLaf Ruffia, 

to 
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to travel into Siberia : He was obliged, according to 
his Inftruftions, to inform himfelf fully of the Bounds 
of this Country, in order to the forming a Judgment 
what might be the Diftance between the utmoft Eaft 
or North-eaft Point of Siberia, and the Continent 
of North-America. He was allow'd, as he pafs'd 
through the Cities of Siberia, to take with him what 
Number and Sort of People he might have occafion 
for; the Admiralty had alfo ordered a Lieutenant and 
twenty^five Men before, with twenty-five Horfes 
loaded with Baggage and neceflary Inftruments, and 
Captain Beertngfs Retinue confifted of thirty Perfons 
including his Domefticks : He came up with the De- 
tachment of his Lieutenant at Vuolagda, and tra- 
velling towards Tobolsk pafs'd thro* the Cities of 
Totma, Vvirug, Vvelikoi or Great Ouftioug, Soli, 
Vvitziogda, Kaigorod, Solikamski, Vercho turia, Tu- 
rinski or Japantzin, and Tumen : He arrived at To- 
bolsk the 1 6th of March, but the advanced Seafon 
making it impoffible to purfue his Travels in the 
feme way, he ftaid there till the fifteenth of May ; 
then he left Tobolsk, and putting his Retinue and Bag- 
gage on board four large Barks, he fell down the Ri- 
ver Irtifch to Samarof ko yarn : From Tobolsk he took 
along with him a Monk of the Order of St. Jerom, 
a Commiflary, fome Subalterns, and thirty-feven Sol- 
diers. 

A little below the Poft or Relay of Samarof k he 
entred the River Obi, and in going up it he pafled by, ' 
the Cities of Surgut and Narim^ and a little above the 
latter he came into the River of Keta, which brought 
him to Makofsk, which is a Fortrels (or as fome will 
have it a Monaftery ) : The People which inhabit 
this Country from Tobolsk are the Oftiakes ; they were 
formerly Pagans, but fome time ago, by the care of 
the Metropolitan of Tobolsk, they embraced Chri- 
ftianity. Frojn Makofsk we went by Land to the 
City or Fort of Senifeiski \ there he took with him 

thirty 
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thirty Mcn^ as well Carpenters as Smiths, and as he* 
had done before embark'd in four Veffels : From the 
River Tenijfee he entred Tunguska ; this River has 
'three great* Catara&s, and feveral other ftrong Cur- 
rehts, which take up the whole breadth from one 
Bank to the other; befidesthe Channel of the Rivd" 
is pretty full of Rocks or Shelves, which do not ap- 
pear above the Water ; all thcfe Obftacles make the 
Navigation of this River very difficult, and in feve- 
ral Places interrupt it, fo that they ran great Hazard, 
and endured great Fatigue before they could get clear 
fcf it : From the River Tunguska they pafled into the 
Slim 9 but the Siberian Barks, which had got thus far, 
could not get up this River which has fome Falls in 
it, and is very mallow ; the Captain therefore ordered 
the heavieft of his Baggage to be put in little Boats, 
Which were fallen down for that purpofe from the Ci- 
ty of Himski) and the reft was put upon Sledges : 
As foon as he came to Himski he ordered his Lieute- 
nant to march before till he fhould come to the River 
Xlskut, or Kttta, and the Lena •, he put under his 
Command fome Subalterns, and about thirty-nine 
Carpenters, who might in the Winter build fifteen 
Barks to ferve him to go down the Lena: As for 
himfelf, finding it inconvenient to go further, he took 
up his Winter-Quarters at Himski with the reft df his 
Retinue: It was neceflary to take in frefh Provifions; 
and becaufe about Jakutski, whither he was to go by 
the Lena> there was no Corn, he had Orders from 
the Chancery of Tobolsk to the Cities of Irkutski and 
Himski to furnifli him with it. 

In the Winter the Captain went to Irkutski to have 
a Conference with the Vvaivode^ or Governor, who 
had been formerly at Jackutski, and who could bet- 
ter than any one elfc inform him of the Nature of the 
Country he was to pafs, the manner of travelling in 
it, and the Road to Ochotski and Kamtscbaika : The 
Captain's Company were reinforced at Irkutski with 

twenty 
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itoenty Perfons, Smiths and Carpenters, among which 
there were two Coopers : The Country thro* which 
run the Rivers Tunguska, Slimy and Lena^ to the 
Vvitim* is inhabited by a People called Tungujes ; they 
arc very careful of their Rain- Deer, becaufe they re- 
ceive great 'Advantage from them ; but thofe among 
diem who have no Rain-Deer dwell nearer the Rivers, 
and fupport themfelvcs by Fifh : Their Vcffds are Ca- 
noes made of the Bark of the Birch. Thefe tungufei 
are Heathens. 

Towards the end of the Winter the Captain fet ojat 
again with Sledges to TJskut^ and in the Spring 1726 
went down the River Lend in fifteen flat-bottom'd 
Barks to Jakutski : Both fides of the Lena below the 
River Vvitvm arc inhabited by the Sakutes, and by 
lbme Tungufes-, the Sakutes have plenty of Cattle, 
Horfes, and horned Beafts, which fupply them with 
both Food and Clothing ; and they who have little 
or no Cattle live upon Fifh: They are Pagans 
> and worfhip the Sun, Moon, and Birds, fuch as the 
Stork, the Eagle, and the Crow ; and they have 
a great Opinion of their Sorcerers* whom they call 
Scbanians : Befides this they have in their Houfes- 
BolwanerSy or little Images, which arc called in their 
Language Scheitans ; in other ttfpt&s this People 
feem to have the fame Origin with the other Tar* 
tars. 

At his Arrival at Sakutski the Captain demanded 
a Supply of Perfons proper to facilitate his March, 
and having obtained it he ordered a Lieutenant to 
follow with the greateft Part of his Retinue, and the 
he^yy Baggage, and to keep the Courfe of the River 
heiin to the Plac^ where the Aldan flows into it, 
and to go up the whole Courfe of the Rivers Aldan* 
Maya and Tudoma, imagining that by this way they 
could go quite up to Tudoniske Krefia y and by that 
means the Voyage would become eafy, and lefs trqi*- 
blefomc than by Land : He himielf, with a few At- 
tendants 
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fcndants whom he kept with him, got on horfeback 
a&Takutski in order to crt>fs the Country to Ochotski 5 
he put his Provifions upon Horfes, five Puds weight 
upon each, {a Pud is a Weight in Ruffia of about 
thirty-five or forty Pounds) and in the whole had a- 
bout fixteen hundred Puds weight in Provifions and 
Baggage ; there was doubtlcfs no poffibility of con- 
veying it upon Carriages in a mountainous and boggy 
Country : The Captain left a Lieutenant at fakutski 
to winter there, with Orders in the Spring to take 
the lame way by Land towards Ochotski Oftrog, and 
in the mean time he went himfelf to that Place, where 
he found about the Fort no more than ten Ruffian 
Families, 

About the end of December 1726 he received Let- 
ters froni the Lieutenant that he had parted from 
Takutskij by which he underftood that having been 
furprifed by the Ice at the Entrance of the River 
Gcrbea, at about 45m Vverftes, or 108 French 
Leagues, Ihort of Tudomskakrejta, he had built long 
and ftraight Sledges, upon which he had loaded the 
moft heceffary Baggage, and that he march'd on Foot 
with his Detachment : The Captain judgM it proper 
to go meet his Lieutenant, taking with him, befides 
his Attendants, fome of the Inhabitants of Ochotski ; 
the Provifions ttere draivn by great Dogs, but at lait 
the Lieutenant and his Troop arrived at Ochotski the 
1 ft of January 1727 ; they had left the River of Gor- 
bca the 4th of November before, and as they could 
not carry a fufficient quantity of Provifions, they were 
conftrained by extremity of Hunger to eat the Flelh 
of the dead Horfes ; and made ufe of all the Skins 
they could find, after they had rubb'd them bare, to 
cover their Body and tb defend their Feet from the ex- 
tremity of the Cold •, they were forced to leave their 
Biaggage in three different Places, being deftitute of 
every thing in a Road intirely defart : All the Supply 
they met with was only a few Meals which the Cap- 
Vol. IV. Ff tain, 
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tain, by the dropping of fome Cattle who diei of 
Fatigue, was obliged to leave at Tudomskakrefta. 

The Country about the Rivers Aldan and Maya 
are inhabited by the fame Takutes who dwell upon 
the Lena ; but another People, who are called Sea- 
Tungufes, or, according to their Name in their own 
Language, Lamukti, poflcfs both fides of the River 
Tudoma, and the Country aroun4 the Fort of Ocho- 
ta ; they have abundance of tame Rain-Deers, which 
carry them, and furnifh them with both Food and 
Clothing : Their Religion is the fame wirii that of the 
Tdkutes. 

The Captain, at the beginning of February* fent a 
Lieutenant with ninety Men and fome Dogs to bring 
upon Sledges the Baggage which had been left up- 
on the Banks of the Tudoma : The Lieutenant re- 
turned to Qcotski in April, but not having had Strength 
enough to bring back all the Baggage, the Cap- 
tain therefore ordered a fecond Detachment of twenty- 
feven Men to Tudomska Krefla> who returned to him 
in May. 

The Snow falls in this Country in fuch abundance 
that it covers the Ground generally a Ruffian Fa- 
thom deep, or five and an half French Feet, and 
lometimes more; fb that for three or four Months 
. one muft travel on foot, and draw ones Baggage 
ones felf upon little Sledges, with not more ] upon 
• them than fifteen Pounds ; it was after this manner 
that the Troop of the Lieutenant, upon leaving the 
River Gorbea, travelled to Ochotski^ and as it was in 
Winter thofe poor Travellers had no better way to 
defend themfelves in the Night from the killing 
Cold of that fevere Climate, or to fhelter themfelves 
• from the Wind, than by burying themfelves deep in 
the Snow. 

The 30th of June the Captain put on board a 
Bark newly built, a Lieutenant with all the Baggage 
and Tools, in order to crofs over from the Harbour 
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of Ocbotski OJtrog to the Mouth of the Bochaya or 
Great River: This Lieutenant had Orders to fend 
over to Kamtfcbatka the Under-builder, and the Car- 
penters of the Retinue, to cut Wood neceflary for 
the building of a Ship, after which he was to re- 
turn with all fpeed to the Captain : In the mean 
while the Lieutenant, who had been left at Takutski, 
arrived the 3d of July at Ocbotski, bringing along 
.with him, according to the Orders he had received 
of the Captain, 2300 Puds of Meal. The Bark 
which came back from the River of Bolcbaya, and 
another likewife which came in from the fame Place, 
being loaded with the Provifions and the neceflary 
Baggage, the Captain embarked the 21ft of Auguft 
to pals from Ocbotski Oftrogto the abovementioned 
River : He left a Pilot to take, care of that Part of 
the Provifions which was left in the Ice at the En- 
trance of the River Gorbea, till he could fend back 
his Provifions by the River Notdra, which falls in- 
to the Aldan, where he was to deliver them to the 
Chancery of Takutski, taking a Receipt of this De- 
livery 5 after which the Pilot, and the Men left with 
him, were to join the Captain at Kamtfcbatka, ftored 
. with fome Provifions, and loaded with Iron, Pitch, 
and Tar, but they did not arrive till 1718. 

The Captain being come to the Entrance of the 
Bolcbaya rerea, Ordered his Baggage to Bolcbayrecski 
OJlrog, or the Town of fmall Barks upon the great 
River : There are round the Fort which is in that * 
Place only fourteen fmall Ruffian Families. From 
thence the heavy Baggage was carried up the River 
an hundred and twenty Vverftes near to High Kam- 
tfcbatka, to get quite thither they made ufe of Sledges 
drawn, according to the Cuftom of the Country, by 
Dogs ; and after this manner they crofied the Coun- 
try that lies between the River Bolfchaya and the 
Kamtfcbatka. During this March great care was ta- 
ken to bury themfclves deep in the Snow in the 
Ff* Night, 
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Night, which by its Pepth was their chief Defence : 
There are in thefe Parts very violent Hurricanes, 
which are called Purgi, and when Travellers are 
caught on a fudden by them before they have time 
to lodge themfelves under Shelter, they are in great 
danger of being buried under the Snow. 

High Kamtfcbatka confifts but of feventeen Ruffian 
Families, but in the Low there are fifty, and a little 
further, where the Church ftands, there arc fifteen : 
This may be inferred from the mahrier of Expref- 
fion ; and die Map fets down diftinttly three Towns, 
High, Middle, and Low Kamtfcbatka: The Garri- 
fons of thefe Ports did not at that time cbnfift of 
above a hundred and fifty Soldiers, and thefe are on- 
ly placed thereto raife the Taxes which are laid up- 
on the Inhabitants : We paid thefe Inhabitants for 
the Carriages they had furnifhed us with frotn Bol~ 
febayreeski QJtrog three hundred Puds weight of tire 
Fat of a Whale which had beeh caft on Shore 
the Autumn before, and a little Cbin'efe Tobacco, 
which compleatly fatisfy'd thefe Pcoplfe, and per- 
haps better than Mony would have cfohe: On the 
South of Kamtfcbatka there is a Nation called Rti- 
rile\ on the North fide there are few among the 
Kamtfcbdkdales to whom any Religion can be afcrib'd ; 
there is but little difference among them all in their 
Language. 

The Ruffians eftablifhM at Kamtfcbatka have not, 
any more than the Natives, either Corn or Cattle ; 
they have every where Dogs, which they ufe in con- 
veying any thing they pleafe from one Place to ano- 
ther, and whofe Skins alio afford them Clothing ; they 
live upon Fifli, and in the Summer they have fome 
Game, befides Carrots and Beans : However there is 
fome Corn about the Convent of Pakutftska, which is 
no more than one Uverfle from the Church of Kamtf- 
cbatka ; there is likewife fome Hemp, and Radifhes,; 
and in the Plantations of the Ruffians^ which are more 
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on this fide the Fort, there are extraordinary Tur- 
neps, half a dozen of which weigh one Pud. The 
Captain brought to the above-meijtionM Convent fome 
Rye and Oats, which Corn was fown during hi$ 
Stay in the Country, but he never faw the Produce 
of it ; befides its freezing very early in this Country, 
dunging the Ground is a thing unknown there, and 
the whole Tillage of it muft be perform'd by Men, 
becauie they have no Cattle : The People, who are 
fabjeft to RuJJia, pay their Tribute in Furs. 

The Cuftoms or thefc People are very barbarous ; 
if a Mother is brought to bed of two Children the 
Cuftom is to ftifle one of them as foon as it is born, 
and the keeping it alive would be accounted a Crime; 
another Cuftom, at leaft as barbarous, is this, when a 
Father or Mother falls fick, altho* all Sicknefles are 
not mortal, yet the fick Perfon is carried into a neigh- 
bouring Foreft, as well in Winter as Summer, where 
he is left with Provifion indeed for a few Days, but 
it feems hard for any of them to recover ; there are . 
fome of them who leave their Houfe if any one hap- 
pens to die in it *, they don't bu^ their Dead, they 
only juft draw them into the Woods, where their 
Bodies are devour'd by the ]Dogs : The Kuriles burn 
their Dead, and it hath been forbidden hitherto to no 
purpofe. 

The Captain, being come down to Low Kamtfebatka, 
found the neceflary Timber, which had been drawn 
thither by Dogs for the building of a Ship, almoft 
ready: The Ship was put upon the Stocks the 
4th of April 17^8, and finifhed the 10th otjuly : As 
there was no Pitch and Tar, the want of it was fup- 
plied by burning a certain Wood call'd Ufnifcbmk y 
and extrafting its Juice, which was till then unknown 
to the Inhabitants of this Country : There w^s made a 
kind of Aqua Vitae for the intended Sea-Voyage, and 
Salt of the Sea-Water ; the Provifions confided of 
Carrots for want of Corn, the Fat of Fifh uncurcd 
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fervcd inftcad of Butter, and Salt-Fifli fupplicd the 
place of all other Meats : The Ship was loaded with 
10 great a quantity of this kind of Provifion as might 
be lufficient to maintain forty Men for a whole Year. 

The 14th of July we got out. of the River of 
Kamtfchc.t\a, that we might fully comply with the 
Orders of the Court of Ruffia, and the Inftruftions 
of the Czar, Peter the Great, figned by his own Hand. 

On the 8th of Augufi we found our fclves in 
64 Degrees and 30 Minutes of Latitude, and pre- 
fently eight Men got into a Leather Bark, quitted the 
Shore and made towards the Ship •, they inquired 
whence it came, and for what Intent ; after which 
they informed us that they were Tzuktfcbi, which is 
the Name of a Nation that hath been a. pretty while 
known to the Ruffians, and who indeed inhabit this 
Quarter : Thefe Tzuktfcbis were fpoke with feveraj 
times, and at laft one of them was fent off, who 
came to the Ship floating upon the Skins of the Sea- 
Dog ; but a Moment afterwards the others alfo came 
up •, they told us that the Sea-fhore was full of little 
Towns of their Nation, and juiform'd us that the 
Terra firma extended towards the Weft : They fhewM 
us likewife an Ifland which was not far off, and 
which appear'd plainly as we went from thence, but 
we did not fee any one upon this Ifland, although 
there appeared fome Houfes ; we gave it the Name of 
St. Laurence, becaufe this Day was the Feflival of this 
Saint, which is on the 10th of Auguft. 

On the 15th of the fame Month the Latitude was 
found to be 67 Degrees, 1 8 Minutes ; this was the 
Ne plus ultra of Captain Bterings, who "thought he 
had fufficiently executed his Commiflion, and ful- 
filled the Orders he had received \ efpecially, as he 
could not perceive that the Land kept the fame Courfe 
to the North, and was alfo apprehend ve that in going 
further, if he fhould be overtaken by any contrary 
Wind, it would be impoffible for him to return to 
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Kamtfchatka before the end of the Summer, and, alas ! 
how could he think of wintering in fuch a Climate, 
in danger of falling among People who were never 
under any Government, and who have only the Figure 
of Men -, the whole fide of the Land, from the Place 
of 4iis departure from Kamtfcbatka, had appeared like 
a Wall by a continued ridge of Mountains covered 
with Snow. 

On the 20th pf Auguft on his Return Aere came 
about forty People towards, the Ship in four Canoes, 
they were Tmktfchi as well as thofe we before fpbke 
of; they brought us fome Meat, Fifh, and frefh Water ; 
they brought alfo fifteen Pieces of Furs ; they had two 
forts, one of which was that of a white Fox ; they 
had befides four Teeth of a Sea-horfe ; the Captain's 
Servants had them all for Pins, and Steel to ftrike 
Fire with : Thefe Savages inform'd us that their 
Countrymen went towards the River of Koblima, which 
falls into the frozen Sea at the Eaft of the Lena, with 
Commodities drawn by Rain- Peer •, and that they 
always went by Land and not by Sea : The Ruffians 
have been long known to them, and one of them par- 
ticularly had traveled to the Fort of Anadirjhi. 

On the 7th of September we return'd to the Mouth 
of the Kamtfcbatka y and winter'd at Low Kamtfchatka, 

The 5th of June 1729, the; Ship being in a Con-* 
dition to go to Sea again, the Captain went out of 
the Mouth of the Kamtfcbatka> making his Courfe to 
the Eaft, and this upon the Information the Inhabi- 
tants of Kamtfchatka Jiad given him; that when the 
Weather was clear and fair one might at Sea difcover 
Land : But, altho' we at firft made more than two 
hundred Vverftes right forwards in an open Sea, no 
• Land append ; for which reafon the Courfe was aU 
ter'd, and dire&ed South on the fide of Scbatzik, (the 
Narrative does not tell us what it is) in order to 
double the Point of Bolfchay recki, that is of the Cont- 
inent of Kamtfcftatka % of which we fc\d (io JCaqw- 
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ledge before that which is here given of it : In the 
Courfe of this Voyage there was delivered to the Go- 
vernor* of Kamtfcbatka and Bol/cbayrecski . eight hun- 
dred Puds weight of Meal or Oatmeal, and dry'd 
fait Meat. 

From the Mouth of Bolfchay they, crofi'd the Sea 
to the Mouth of the Ocbota^ where they arrived the 
23d of July : The Ship, and all that belong'd to it, 
was deliverd to the Governor of that Fort that is in 
that Place ; after which the Captain took the Road to 
Sudoneska krefta> uponHorfes, which he hired Tor that 
Journey ; after this he made ufe of flat-bottonVd 
Boats to go down the Rivers of Maya and Aldan, 
quite to the Entrance of the Belaya^ where he took 
Horie to get to Takutski : This whole Journey fronj 
Ocbotski was made from the 23d of July to the 3d of 
September : From Takutski he got on board two flat- 
bottom'd Barks to go up the River Lena, which was 
performed by the firft of OSober. He was obliged 
to flop at the Village of Peledun, where the Ice be- 
gan to hinder failing. 

The Snow falling, and the River Lena being froze* 
on the 2d of OElober he fet forward for Himski 9 and 
from thence to Tenifeiski; On this Road there are 
Villages and Houfes of the Ruffians : From Tenifeiski 
he took a different way from that he travelled when 
he went out, and came to the City of Tomski by the 
River Tfcbulim, meeting in the Road with Villages of 
Ruffians or Tartars newly converted: There were 
alfo fome of them between Tomski and Tfcbeuski, which 
is higher up the Obi : From Tfcbeuski he took the 
Road by the Defarts of Bar abut ^ at the going out of 
which he crofs'd the River Irtifcb ; from whence quite 
to Tobolsk there were Villages of Ruffians fbr? to fpeak 
more properly, almoft all Tartars: On the 10th of 
January 1730, he arrived at the Metropolis of Siber 
ria\ on the 25th of the fame Month he fet out for 
Pettrsburgh by the fame Road he went, and enter*d 
it the ill Day of March. 

Geographical 
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Geographical and Hijiorical Obfervations upon 
the Map of Thibet, containing the 
Territories of the Grand Lama> and the 
neighbouring Countries which are fubjeSl to 
him % as high as the Source of the Ganges. 

A S there are feveral Particulars relating to Thibet 
**' inferted in the Account I have given of Tartary* 
wherein I haye taken notice of the Manners and Cu- 
ftoms of thefe People, their Way of living, their 
Form of Government, theii 4 k Religi6us Worfhip ; the 
Sovereign Power of the Grand Lama, who is re- 
verenced as a God, and who is the Chief of all the 
other Lama's, to whom the utmoft Refpeft is paid, 
and whofe Words are fo many Oracles which deceive 
a ftupid and credulous People ; all that is further ne- 
ceflary is to give an Account of the Method that has 
been taken for the drawing the Map of this vaft 
Country, which hitherto hath been fo litde known 
even to the moft able Geographers. 

About thirty Years ago there happened a Divifion 
among the Lamas of Thibet •, one fide had taken the 
yellow Hat to exprefs their Attachment to the Family 
of Tai tfing, which at this time reigns in China ; the 
other adher'd to the red Hat, which is the Colour 
that the Grand Lama hath always made ufe of, who 
hath ever lived in an intire Independance of the 
Cbinefe Emperors : The late Emperor Cang in fent a 
Lord of his Court to Thibet to endeavour to reunite 
them, and fix them in his Interefts : This Lord took 
along wkh him fome of his own Tribunal, and during 
the two Years/Stay he. made in the Kingdom of Thi- 
bet he employed them in making a Map of all the 
Countries, which are immediately under the Dominion 
of. the Grand Lama:. In the Year 171 1 this Map 
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was laid before Pere Regis, in order to have it brought 
into the fame Form with the Maps that had been made 
of the Provinces of China ; but after he had examined 
it, and ask'd thofc who drew it feveral Queftions, he 
dedin'd undertaking the Work ; what deterred him 
was that he found no fix'd Point in it, and that the 
Diftance of Places was not fet down according to 
Meafure, but only by the Computation of the People 
of the Country: However this Map, with all its de- 
feats, difcover'd tha Country to be of much . greater 
Extent, and fuller of Particulars worth our notice 
than our very beft Maps of Afia had done, which 
fet down but very few things, and enter not at all 
into Particulars. 

The Emperor having been inform'd that the Map 
brought from Thibet could only have pointed out fome 
Towns and Rivers, which were in that vaft Extent of 
Country, refolv'd to have a more exaft one made, 
and one that might fatisfy him ; for this purpofc he 
made choice of two Lamas, who had learn'd Geome- 
try and Arithmetic in a Mathematical Academy 
eftablifh'd under the Protection of his third Son : He 
order'd them to make their Map from Si ning in the 
Province of Chen ft to Lafa the Refidence of tho 
Grand Lama, and from thence to the Source of the 
Ganges \ fome of the Water of which River they 
were order'd to bring him; and this is, what they in 
cfieft executed: In the Year 17 17 this Map was, by 
the Emperor's dire&ion, put into the hands of the 
Geographical Miffionaries for their Examination s they 
found it beyond all comparifon better than that laid 
before them in' 1711 ; and tho* it appear'd to them 
by no means free from Faults, yet out of regard to 
the School which thefe Lamas were of they at thac 
time did no more than corredt the groffeft Miftakes, 
and fuch as would offend the Emperor's Sight, and 
even left Lafa under the 30th Degree of Latitude, 
where the Lamas had plac'd it, preferring the aftual 
Meafure which thefe Lamas had us'd to Aftrononii- 
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cal Obfervation ; yet afterwards the Miflionaries 
thought that by refettling this important Point, and 
upon which almoftall the other depend, according to 
its true Latitude ; by making ufe of the number of 
Cbinefe Furlongs, .which they have taken the meafure 
of ; by joining together feveral Itineraries from the 
Town of Si ning in the Province of Chen ft, from 
Ta kien leou in Se tcbuen, and from Li kiang toufou 
in Tun nan to Lafa, which make the South- weft, Weft, 
and North- weft Roads ; laftly, by making a good ufe 
of the Informations, which hadbeen communicated to 
them by Men of Undcrftandihg, who have made 
thefe Roads better known than ever, fince the Warthat 
hath been of late Years -, from thefe Materials I fay, 
the Miflionaries thought .themfelves enabled to make 
a Map of the whole Country of Thibet, which for its 
Corre&ncfs might deferve the Approbation of the 
Publick, fince there is no other Map wherein any 
particular Account of the Towns, Mountains and 
Rivers of this Country were to be met with. 

The Kingdom of Thibet is call'd alfo Barantola ; 
this is a Name that different Tartar Nations give to all 
thofe Countries, that lie between the great River 
Ta long* and the Source of the Ganges* and which 
include more than twenty Degrees from'Eaft to Weft, 
and more than eight from North to South : The In- 
habitants of Cacbetnirij and the Towns fituated on 
the other fide the Ganges, calPd it Beuton or Bout an ; 
the Cbinefe call it Tfan, and Tfan li, becaufe the 
People who inhabit this Country call the River that 
runs crofs it Tan pou *, both the one and the other fre- 
quently call it Laja, becaufe the Pagod, where the 
Grand Lama refides, is in the Country of La/a, and 
becaufe it is the chief Province of all Thibet, moft 
populous, and the beft for every Accommodation of 
Life which is to be found in it, and for the delight- 
ful Sight of a great; number of Lamas and Pilgrims, 

Jn the Account which the great Lord I mention'd 

gave the Emperpr, he did not conceal an infamous 
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Cuftotn which prevails in that Country, according 
to which a Woman may have feveral Husbands 5 
moft commonly of the fame Family, nay, Brothers * 
the Children are difpos*d of among them after this 
manner ; the Firft-born belongs to the eldeft, and 
thofe which are born afterwards to the younger ; when 
the Lamas are taxM with this fhameful piece of Lewd- 
nefs, they offer in cxcufe the fcarcity of Women 
which are in Thibet , as well as in Tartary, where in 
reality in every Family there are more Males than 
Females 5 but this is a frivolous Excufe, which only 
helps to eftablilh the Crime, and which is fufficiently 
refuted by the Behaviour of the Tartar s> who do not 
allow of the fame Irregularity. 

Since the War the Tbibetians have had with the 
Eluth Tartar^ there is no very certain account to be 
given of their prefent Form of Government ; before 
thefe Troubles the Grand Lama was M^fter of all Thi- 
bet \ but as by profeflion he is never to concern himfelf 
with wordly Affairs, he therefore makes choice of 
fome Native, to whom he gives the name of Tvpa y 
with a Power of governing the People in his Name 5 
this Tipa wears the Habit of a Lama, tho* he is under 
no Obligation to obfervethe Rules of the Order; 
thefe Rules are both fevere and numerous ; no one 
Lama undertakes to obfcrve them all, but they divide 
the Load among them •, one is oblig'd to the observance 
of one particular Precept, and another to the Pradice 
of another, and fo of the reft ; yet have they fome 
common Prayers which they fing in a manner 
agreeable enough •, they are all oblig'd to renounce the 
Pomps of the World, to live unmarried, and not to 
carry on any Trade. 

The Grand Lama does not live in the City, but 
near it, in one of the fineft of the Pagods, which 
are very numerous upon the Mountain Poutala : He 
is plac'd upon a fort of Altar, fitting with his Legs 
acfofs upon a large and magnificent Cufliion : In this 
Pofture he receives the Refpe&s, or rather Adorati- 
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ons, not only of the People of the Country, but of a 
furprifing multitude of Strangers, who undertake long 
and painful Journeys to offer him their Homage up- 
on their Knees, and to receive his BJefling : A great 
number of thefc Pilgrims come from Indouftan, who 
take a great deal of pains to reprefent their Merit to 
the Grand Lama, by relating and exaggerating al- 
moft every Day the Trouble and Fatigue they have 
undergone on the Road from India to Lafa : Next 
to the Tbibetians the Tartars are moft afliduous in 
paying their Duty to the Grand Lama, of whom 
fome come to Lafa from the moft diftant Countries ; 
at the time the Army of the Elutbians invaded Thi- 
bet* there was at Lafa a Tartarian Prinoefs with her 
Son, who dwelt to the North of the Cafpian-Sea^ 
between Aftracan> SaracoU and the River J auk: Her 
fon was Nephew to Ayuki ban of the Tourgours Tar- 
tars \ this Princefs applied to the Emperor, who af- 
ter he had maintained her at his own Expence, and 
given her fome Territories in Tartary* obtained for 
her the Permiflion of a free Paflage through Siberia, 
and ordered fome of his Subjects to efcort her to her 
own Country. 

Princes are no more exempt from thefe debafing 
Ceremonies than the meaneft of the People, nor have 
they more Refpeft fhewn them by the Grand Lama : 
He never returns any Salute, never pulls off his Hat, 
nor ever gets off his Seat for any one whatfoever ; he 
only puts his Hand upon the Head of his Adorers, 
who believe that by this means they receive Remif- 
fion of their Sins. The Lama who made the Map, 
being ask'd how he, who bore the Chara&er of Kin 
tcbai, that is Envoy of the Emperor, had been treat- 
ed by the Grand Lama, evaded die Difficulty, and 
gave only this Anfwer -, That the Grand Lama did 
not kneel down, as the Tartarian Priftces themfdves 
are ufcd to do, when they inquire after the Emperor's 
Health -, that he only made a finall Motion upon his 
'Cufhion, refting upon one Hand, as if he intended to 
get off his Scat. The 
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The high Opinion, which both Princes and com^ 
mon People of this large Country have of the Power 
and Holinefs of the Grand Lama, makes them rea- 
dily fubmit to all thefc fervile Rites ; they are per- 
fuaded that Fo lives in him, that he knows all things, 
fees all things, and underftands the Secrets of the 
Heart, without asking any Queftions, or receiving 
any Informations ; and if at any time he does it, it 
is only for Form fake, that he may leave the Infidel 
and Ill-defigning no room to complain ; tha,t he is 
Immortal, and that when he feems to die he only 
changes his Abode, being born again in an intire 
new Body ; that all that is to be done then is to make 
Inquiry what Place he hath pleafcd to take this new 
Birth in, and that he never fails making fome Difco- 
very of it : How happy is the Country in which he 
is found ! The Tartarian Princes themfelves go fome- 
times upon this Search, yet after all they are obliged 
to refer it to certain Lamas, who alone underftand 
the Marks by which he may be known, or rather 
who alone are acquainted who the Child is, that the 
preceding Grand Lama hath appointed to be his Suc- 
ceflbr. 

Thus does Supcrftition blind the Eyes of fo many 
fine Genius's of the Eaftern Part of the World, who 

• are in other refpedts very dextrous in the manage- 
ment of Affairs, and no lefs mindful of their Inte- 
rcft ; they feem not to perceive the grofs Artifices of 
their Teachers, and even when any Doubt arifes in 
their Minds, they are too much delighted with their 
Errors to be willing to be undeceived : The wondrous 
things which are afcribed to the Lamas, and fome fur- 
prifing ones which they fometimes do, do not a lit- 
tle contribute to the keeping ilp fo ftupid, and yet 
fo general a Superftition, although the Stories that 

• are told of them are not more extraordinary than 
what are related of fome European Magicians ; and 
befides the Grand Lama, whais the. Head of their 
Religion, and Sovereign of Thibet, there are other 
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Princes in the Country, if they at all defcrve that 
Title, who have Cities and a pretty many Subjects 
under them ; they wear the Habit of a Lama, and are 
calPd the Chief Officers of the Grand Lama, though 
in reality they are fubjeft to him no further than they 
pleafe: In many Places, which are almoft all fetdown 
in the Map, there are large Pagods, wherein the 
Lamas of greateft diftindtion dwell : Of their diffe- 
rent Titles of Honour, that of HoutouElou is one of 
the higheft, and is given to thofe only who pafs for • 
fo many lefler immortal Foes : Thefe Houtouttous arc 
not however obliged to dwell always in thefe Places, 
but have the liberty of fettling in any Country that is 
moft agreeable to them ; they are not confin'd to Thibet* 
but are to be met with alfo in the neighbouring 
Kingdoms, and feveral Places of Tartary. 

The Dignity of Lama is not cotifin'd to the Inha- 
bitants of Thibet , other Nations may arrive at it, and 
there are Tartars and Chinefe too who are ambitious of 
this Honour, and who refort to Lafa to obtain it ; 
they who gain admiffion into the Rank of Dtfciples 
of the Grand Lama, who are not to be more than 
two hundred, look upon it as a real and great Hap- 
pinefs : From among thefe the Inferior Grand Lamas 
are chofe ; the HoutouSous alfo, (how great foever 
the Marks of the imaginary Prefence of Fo are) are 
not acknowledge as fuch, at leaft till they have been 
a certain time in the School of the Grand Lama ; but 
they are no foonermade Houtouftous^ than they live 
in Honour and Plenty by the quantity of Prefects 
that are made them by a Crowd of Worfhippers, who 
come to* them from all the neighbouring Countries: 
Among thefe Tartar Lamas who dwell in Thibet* 
the richeft and moft confiderable are thofe whom the 
Chinefe call Mongfan\ they are Matters of a large . 
Territory North of Li Hang toufou* between the fine 
Rivers of Kin cba kiang and Vou leang ho y Oufanguei, 
whom the Mantcheoux Tartars made King of Tun nan 
after they had conquer'd China, yielded, them up this 
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Territory to engage them in his Interefts, and by 
their mean* to attach firmly to him all the Lamas of 
Thibet. 

The Language of Thibet is quite different from 
that both of the Mongous and Mantcheoux Tartars ; 
it is very near the lame with that of the People 
call'd Si fan, and differs from it only in fome Words 
and Pronunciations •, the Country of the Si fan bor- 
ders upon three Provinces of China, viz. Chen fi y 
St tchuen, and Tun nan, from the 35th Degree of 
North" Latitude to the 30th, and reaches on the Weft 
to the River Talong kiang, as the Chinefe call it ; 
this Agreement in Language is the reafon why the 
Chinefe, notwithftanding the Difference in their Form 
of Government, in their Manner of living, and in 
their Drefs, include under the Name of Si fan not 
only thefe People, who border upon them, but all the 
People of Thibet ; and fometimes they extend it, as 
may be feen in their Writings, to all the Nations 
Weft of their Empire ; for this reafon the Language 
and Characters of Thibet are frequently call'd by the 
Chinefe, Si fan boa, the -Language of the Si fan ; Si 
fan tfe, the Characters of the Si fan : Their Characters 
are alfo called the Tangouth Characters-, and it is 
common with the Tartars by this Expreffion Tan- 
gouth Gergen, to mean the Characters of Thibet ; 
however it is probable that the Name Tangouth, 
which is to be met with in our Maps of Afia, is a 
Name common to all thofe Countreys from the Ter- 
ritories of the Kokonor Tartars, which lie contiguous 
to the Territories of Sining a City of the. Province 
of Cbenfi, ftretching thence South-weft to the Source 
•of the Ganges, and that in this Senfe it not only in- 
cludes Thibet, but thofe large Plains alfo, and all the 
Defarts that lie to the North and Weft of it, which 
we find in the Map bounded by Chains of Moun- 
tains : There are alfo upon thefe Plains fome Tents of 
Tartars, with their Herds of Cattle, who are at 
this time Yaflals of the King of the Elutbs, who is 
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called Tfe vang raptan : It is alfo poffible ( for Tar- 
tary is the Country of Invafions and fudden Revolu- 
tions) that heretofore thefe Tartars were more nu- 
merous, that they fpoke the Language of Thibet , and 
had the command over their Neighbours; at leaft it 
appears by the Travels of the Fathers UOrville and 
Greber* in the Year 1661, that there was among 
thefe Tartan a Monarchical Form of Government ; 
that they had a King, a Court, and Officers, whofe 
Drefs and Behaviour they give a Defcription of; fa 
that, according to them, Tangouth feem'd to be a 
powerful Kingdom, including within it feveral other 
Kingdoms, and amongft them Barantola : Whatever 
may have been the antient Condition of Tangoutb* it 
is certain that between Thibet and the Country of the 
Tour/any and other fmall Towns that are fubjeft to- 
Tfe vang raptan, there is not now any Kingdom that 
hath Towns in it ; that there is nothing to be met 
with but Herds of Tartars under their Chiefs or Petty 
Princes, who live upon their Cattle, and who are 
not very numerous, but firmly attached to the In- 
terefts of the Grand Lama their Neighbour. 

Thibet hath not always, as to its Temporal Go^. 
vernment, been fubjedt to the Grand Lama ; at the 
beginning of the laft Age it had a King ; and the 
Territories under the Dominion of the Grand Lama 
were then only a certain, and not very large Di- 
ftridt: There are Letters extant of Pere Andrada 9 
who in 1624 travelled from Agra* a City of Mogol y 
to Chaparangue, and having difcovered the Source of 
the Ganges came to Thibet with an Intent to preach 
the Gofpel there ; by thefe Letters it appears that the 
King had entertained fo great an Efteem and Love 
for the Chriftian Religion, that he ferioufly intended 
to embrace it ; this obliged the Miffionary to return 
with all fpeed to the Indies* in order to bring thence 
forpe Companions who might aflift him in thefe Apo- 
ftolical LabQurs : In the mean time the Grand Lama 
having obfervM that the King was altered in his . 
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Refpe&s tD him, and that he was not fo conftant in 
paying him the ufual Homage, complained loudly of 
it; thefe Complaints produced an Infurre&ion of 
, fome Tartarian Princes, who, after they had intire- 
ly defeated the Army of this Prince in a Battle, put 
him to death. 

The Tartars relate this Affair pretty much after 
the fame manner : The Grand Lama, fay they, juft- 
ly provoked at the King, by whom he began to be 
flighted, called to his Affiftance the Tartars of Koko- 
ncr, his Neighbours, a Nation fo ftrongly poflefs'd 
with the Notion of the Pretence of Fo in the Grand 
Lama, that they firmly believe that his whole Divi- 
nity dwells in him bodily, and that confequently he 
deferves an abfolute Obedience: Prince Coucbi ban^ 
with the Affiftance of Hong tat ki 9 and other Princes 
of his Family, immediately enterM Thibet with a 
great Army, attack'd King Tfampa, and after fome 
Engagements defeated him in a general Batde, and 
having taken him Prifoncr, foon after put him to death : 
It is to this Prince that the Grand Lama owes the 
Sovereignty of Thibet ; for he was contented, as the 
Fruit of his Vi&ory, with being his VafTal, and re* 
ceiving from his Hand the Tide of Han, which he 
had not before, and which is the higheft Tide that the 
Ambition of the Tartars can aim at. 

This new Han, in obedience to the Orders of the 
Grand Lama, fetded with all his People in the 
Neighbourhood of La/a, in order to fecure to the 
Grand Lama the Conqueft he had made, and to pro- 
tect him from all thofe who would difturb him in 
his new Dominion : This Sovereign Power, added to 
the Spiritual he had before, hath contributed very 
much to the increafing the Veneration which thefe 
People have for this Idol : The Son and SuccefTor of 
Coucbi ban did not defire to return into a Country 
that his Father had abandon'd, and continued to pro- 
tea the Grand Lama with all his Forces, 
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It was the Grandfon of Coucbi ban y called Talai 
ban j whom ffe vang raptan hath been at War with; 
his View was, as he faid, to reduce the Lamas to the 
antient Footing of Dependence upon the Goodnefs 
and Power of the Princes of the Country : He que- 
ftion'd alio the Quality of the Grand Lama, al- 
ledging that he was a falfe Lama: Though Talai 
ban had prefcntly got together an Army of twenty 
thoufand Men, befides fome Companies of foreign 
Tartars whom he had incorporated into his Troops, 
he was defeated and kill'd in an Engagement with 
the Army of Tfe vang raptan* which was only be- 
tween five and fix tfioufand Men, but was under the 
Command of a great General, and his Relation i 
The Country of Lafa was ravag'd, the Towns ta- 
ken as foon as befieg'd, and the Pagods intirely 
plunderM; even* that of the Grand Lama did not 
cfcape, wherein there were found immenfe Riches* 
which had been for many Years heaping up ; all 
the Lamas which could be met with were put into 
Bags, and laid upon Camels, in order to tranfporc 
them into Tartary. 

The Lamas who made the Map narrowly efcap'd 
being taken, and without doubt, if they -had, they 
would have met with no better Treatment than the 
reft, becaufe they were of the Yellow Hats, who 
had forfook the Protection of the Princes of the 
Country : This Hat is made of gold Tiflue, with 
Leaves of Gold laid upon a fort of Vamifli, which 
makes it ftifF, and hard to bend : Our Geographical 
Lamas, upon the firft Rumour of the March of , the 
Troops of T/e vang raptan* haften'd the finifhing 
their Work, and indeed they were hardly returned 
from the Source of the Ganges before the Enemy's 
Army enter*d Thibet* which oblig'd them to get a- 
way as faft as poffible : If this had not happened 
they would have been able to have gone further % 
but they could only make the Map of the Source of 
die Ganges, and the Countries around it, from tha 
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Account of the Ldmas who dwelt in the neighbouring 
Pagods, and from the Memoirs they found at the 
Grand Lama's at Lafa : But they were fhort in one ef- 
fential Point, which was in not taking the Latitude 
near the Mountain Kentaiffe> or as the Chinefe call it 
Kan te chan (for they extend that Name to the whole 
Chain of Mountains which goes to the Weft) or at 
lead in the Pagod where they refided, in order to 
their being informed of the Courfe of the Ganges, 
' which iffues out from the Weft of this Mountain, 
whilft the Tfanpou, whole Courfe they follow'd and 
meafur'd, flows from the Eaft towards Lafa : This 
made the Jefuits of China conclude, that the Lati- 
tude of this Point, which hath* no other Support 
than thefe Meafurcs, flood in need of fome Observa- 
tion which might help to fix intirely the Point of 
Kentaiffe: They were of opinion that the Part in- 
cluded between Kajhgar and the Cafpian-Sea, hath 
been very fuperficially defcribed ; and that in order 
to add it to their Maps with fome degree of Particu- 
larity and Exadtnefs, fuch as might, if not quite, yefc 
come up pretty near thefe Maps, it would be proper 
that it fhould be run over again by fome Perfon who 
might be able to join together all the Draughts of it, 
which it is much eafier to have in Europe than China, 
and better than the Eaftern Geographers and Hifto- 
rians can furnifli upon this Subjedt. 

M. d'Anville> Geographer in ordinary to the King, 
who from the particular Maps drawn by the Jefuit 
Miffionaries of China y hath made the General Maps 
contain'd in this Work, voluntarily undertook to ac- 
complifh their Defign, being beforehand of opinion 
that this Part was capable of being amended ; of 
which he was the more convinced by the great num- 
ber of Maps that thefe Fathers put into his Hands : 
Befides, this Partjof T'artary fcem'd to him to defervc 
a more exaft and particular Examination, becaufe it 
bears a greater Share than any other in what we at 
prefent have of Hiftory relating to Tartary-, for this 
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reafon M. <TAnville hath taken a great deal of pains 
about it, and hath been pleas'd to give; me an Account 
of his Work in a Ihort Memoir, which I think my- 
felf obliged to communicate to the Publick. 

This Country, fays M. d'Anville in the Hiftories 
of the Mahometans, is known by the Name of Mav- 
nxr annabr, which fignifies the fame as Trans Oziane % 
the Name in common Ufe : I* is alfo called Zagathai, 
becaufe it was allotted to one of the Sons of the 
Mogul, Zingkiskan the Conqueror, who bore that 
Name : It is at this time laid afide for that of ano- 
ther Tartarian Prince, who hath given his own 
Name Usbek to one Part of the Tartars, and the 
Country that is under their Dominion : It is alfo actu- 
ally called Boukbdria the Great, to diftinguifh it from 
the Lejfer which lies towards Kajhgar and lerghien ; 
this Name Boukbdria denotes particularly the Country 
and the People where the Boukbdrian Tartars fettled, 
upon the driving out the Nomades who were fcarter'd 
over and had the Dominion in the two Boukbdria 9 s. 
M. d'Anville could not place alj thefe different Names, 
(each of which hath its particular Ufe) in the Repre- 
sentation of the Country to which they belong, Jbr 
fear of occafioning fome Diforder and Confufion in 
the Geographical and Eflential Circumftances of this 
Country, as it is reprefented by way of Supplement in 
the general Map. 

As all the Parts of that General Map are done 
from the particular Maps, This Part likewifc was 
taken from a more particular Map or Draught 
which Mr. d'Anville had made in order to fix the Situ- 
ation of Places with more Exa&nefs, wherein he had 
allowed 15 Lines to each Degree of Latitude, where- 
as he allowed but 5 Lines in the Reduction of the 
General Map. 

It may not perhaps at firft View be imagin'd that 
M. tfAnville could receive more Affiftance and Cer- 
tainty for the fixing the Pofition of this Country, by con- 
fideririg its diftance from Paris, than from Peking^ but 
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it is really fo : By the Analyfis of feveral Meafures con- 
tinued without Interruption from Paris to Afiracan^ 
M. ctAnville concluded that tha difference of Longi- 
tude between Paris and Afiracan muft be 48 Degrees, 
and about 55 Minutes ; but this difference of Longi- 
tude, according to him, cannot be fo much, unlefs his 
Hypothcfis of the Earth's growing narrower upon ks 
Parallels be admitted, which leffens the Extenfion al- 
lowed by the Graduation of the Longitude a thir- 
tieth part : For, according to this Extenfion of Gra- 
duation, the diftance between Paris and Aftracan can- 
not be more than 47 Degrees, and about 18 Minutes : 
If Afiracan did not differ in Longitude, with rcfpe6fc 
to the Meridian of the Obfervatory at Paris* more 
than 47 Degrees, and lefs than 20 Minutes, the diffe- 
rence of the Longitude between Afiracan and Peking 
muft be fomewhat more than 66 Degrees and an half, 
fince Peking differs from Paris 113 Degrees 51 Mi- 
nutes,, and 30 Seconds according to the immediate 
Qbfervation of Father Gaubil, which hath alfo brought 
the Meridian of Peking nearer by 25 Minutes of a 
Degree on the foregoing Determination. 

M. d'Anville* perfuaded that he fhould not allow 
* of fo great a difference in Longitude between Afiracan 
and Peking, cannot think that it fhould contain fo 
great an Extenfion in the ordinary Graduation of lon- 
gitude, as there is between about 5 Minutes lefs fflaan 
48 Degrees,- according to the Longitude he gives to 
Afiracan* and 113 Degrees, 51 Minutes and a half, 
the Longitude according to Obfervation at Peking* 
which is the diftance of 64 Degrees, 56 Minutes and 
a half: And if it be true, as he is perfuaded, that 
. the Degrees of Longitude are in reality a thirtieth 
' part leis in Extenfion, than is fuppofed in the ordi- 
nary Graduation, it follows that thefe 64 Degrees, 
56 Minutes and an half, take up no more Space or 
Extenfion than 61 Degrees, 46 Minutes and an half, 
or thereabouts of Graduation in the common way of 
reckoning: Now M.d'AnvUle not thinking it pro- 
per 
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per to make the general Map we are fpeaking of, 
upon any other foij of Graduation but the common, 
which is that made ufe of in the particular Maps of 
China, hence it is that Aftracan appears on the fore- 
mention'd general Map in the laft difference of weftem 
( Longitude, with regard to the Meridian of Peking. 
t However, if the diftance between Aftracan and 
t Peking was no more than 62 Degrees, 46 Minutes 
I and an half, the diftance between Aftracan and Paris 
) would be 51 Degrees, 5 Minutes; but this cannot 
come into the diftance obfcrv'd by M d? Anville be- 
tween Paris and Aftracan ; and ftill lefs according to 
the common Extcnfion of the Graduation, than ac- 
cording to the Hypothefis of the Longitude's growing 
narrower, fince this diftance cannot be more than 
47 Degrees, and about 18 Minutes of Graduation, 
according to the common Extcnfion, as I faid above ; 
it is eafily feen that the difference between 47 Degrees, 
i 18 Minutes, and 51 Degrees, 5 Minutes, amounts to 
: 3 Degrees, 47 Minutes ; and that is, according to 
/ the diftance of 113 Degrees, and about 50 Minutes, 
f fet down between Paris and Peking, exa&ly this 
i thirtieth part of the common Graduation of the Lon- 
a gitude, which M. d* Anville is of opinion ought to be 
i deduced to bring it to an agreement with the real 
j Graduation, according to his Hypothefis of the Earth's 
J growing narrower upon its Parallels : The particu- 
\ lar Account of the Meafure between Paris and Aftra- 
\ can, would be too much in this Place to undertake the 
3 Difcufiion of; what feems to have been mark'd with 
% leaft exadtnefs in this extenfive Space, is the diftance 
t between the Don and Aftracan, which at moft does 
not exceed 5 Degrees and an half out of 49, which 
2 M* d* Anville computes to be between Paris and Aftra* 
l can : Now it is fuppos'd that a Space of 5 Degrees 
1 and an half is not large enough to give room to any 
i great Miftake in a Space of Longitude nine times as 
t much. 
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Tho f there might be a reafon aflign'd for the Pofi-* ~ 
tion of each Place, which make up this part of the 
Map in queftion, yet I Ihall only touch upon the 
moft effential : Moft of the Places fituate, as well up- 
on the Sibon as the Gibon, were fix'd in confequencc 
of the Pofition of the famous City of Samarcande : 
M. ddnville was of opinion that the difference of 
Longitude fet down in the Tables of Ouloug beg, be- 
tween the Cities of Sultanie and Samarcande , exaftly 
agreed with the Notion that might otherwife be 
form'd concerning the diftance of thefe Cities : The 
Pofition of Sultanie feemed to him as known, relatively 
from that of Ifpahan, and the ibuthern Part of the 
Gafpian-Sea, by his Obfervations, and a particular 
Proof of the Map, which he had made ot Perfta : 
Samarcande being fix'd M. (FAnville hath joined to it 
Bokara* and the Places fituate upon the Gibon quite to 
Termed ; and from Balk and Termed, reaching quite 
up the River to Badakfhan : The Latitudes of thefe 
Cities are given us by the eaftern People-, the diffe- 
rence which they fet down in their Longitudes, ieems 
often to agree with the diftances fet down by the Geo- 
graphers or Hiftorians. 

The firft Place fituate upon the Sibpn, or Sirr, hath 
been Kogende : M. (PAnville is of opinion that the 
Latitude of this Place, and the difference of Longi- 
tude with Samarcande, as it follows from the Table of 
the Aftronomer Najftreddin, agree with the diftance of 
thefe Cities fet down by the Geographer of Nubia 
and others : Almoft all the Cities, which are above 
Kogende, in the Country of Fergana, and thofe which 
are below it, viz. Aljhajh, Tuncat, Esfijab, Otrar, 
Itaraz, and others, have their Latitude and difference 
in Longitude fet down in the Tables of Naffir eddin, 
Oulougbeg, and the other eaftern Aftronomers cited by 
Aboulfeda ; M. d'Anville having read over carefully, 
not only the profefs'd Geographical Writers, but the 
Hiftorians alfo, who have treated of the Wars and 
Revolutions with which this Country hath been fo 
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Violently (hook, could not but obferve that, the Pofi- 
tions of the Cities of Sibon could not poffibly agree, 
and be reconciled with a variety of particular Cir- 
cumftances collected by him, as well with refpeft to 
the Situation of thefe Cities, as to the Knowledge of 
other Geographical Circumftances of the Country in 
qucftion : He cannot poffibly imagine that the Great 
Ouhug beg, who was King of Trans Oziane, and who 
hath given us more exatt Tables of the Longitudes 
and Latitudes of the Stars, than any other eaftern 
Writer, fhould be ignorant of the Latitudes of the 
chief Cities of his Kingdom : ,The eaftern Aftrono- 
mers agree in placing Akfikat and Andugan, which are 
die chief Cities of Fergana^ between the 42d and 43d 
Degree of Latitude •, it is therefore furprizing to find 
them in fome Maps (which are, without examining 
them, much valued) placed between the 39th and 
40th. 

It is true indeed the Aftronomer, commonly call*d 
Alfragan becaufe he was born in the Country of 
Fergana, giving a particular Account of the Cities and 
Countries according to their Climates, feems in a great 
hurry to fpeak of his own Country in reckoning it 
under the fourth Climate, which ends at the 39th De- 
gree : This is a Circumftance that Golius himfclf, the 
Tranflator of Alfragan, could not let flip ; and upon 
which he makes no fcruple of preferring the exaft 
and concurring Determinations of all other Aftrono- 
mers, with regard to the two Cities of Akfikat and • 
Andu&an : A careful Reader will confult the Remark 
of this able and judicious Tranflator and Commenta- 
tor ; there might be many other Circumftances rais'd , 
if it were intended by a particular Deduftion to (hew 
the great Confufion wherein M. d'Anville 4bund the 
Geography of this Country. 

All that is ftill neceflary is to fpeak fomething of 
the Country of Karajftn ; M. (PAnville's Opinion is, 
that the Pofition of Urgent cannot be better fix'd than . 
by the difference of the Longitude, fet down in the 
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Tables of Naffir eddin and Ouloug beg between Efter 
abad, which is at the South-eaft Angle of the Cafpian- 
Sea and this City of Urgenz : He hath found a greater 
Proportion on this fide, than on that of Samarcande : 
The new, and to the Geographers of feveral Ages 
unknown Particulars relating to the two Arms of the 
Gibon, and the Alterations that have happened in the 
Courfe of this and feveral other Rivers, are taken 
from the Sultan of Karaffm, Aboulgafi Bayadurkban's 
Hiftory of the Tartars, and from fome particular In- 
formations : It is to be obferv'd that there are two 
different Situations of the City of Kabt ; one agree- 
able to the common Geographers, the other laid down 
in a different manner in the particular account of the 
aforefaid Hiftory of Aboulgafi : The diftance of Urgenz, 
from the Cafpian-Sea hath been made known to us 
by feveral ways, which hath contributed to the fettling 
the eaftern Shore of this Sea in a very different man- 
ner from the Map fent by the Czar : The North and 
North-eaft part of this Sea fhould likewife be revised, 
to make it agree with the particular Account of 
Jenkinfon's Voyage. 

Thefe Particulars are enough to give a fhort Idea 
of the Work, whereby M. cfJnville thought to fatisfy 
the Defire of the Jefuits of China, where k is 
Ids in a Man's Power than here to come to an exa<5fc 
and particular Knowledge of this Country, 

Though Thibet may be one of the leaft famous 
Parts of Afia, yet it hath been known for a very long 
time : Mark Paul y the Venetian^ who wrote in the 
thirteenth Century, and who was in the Retinue of 
the Tartars known in China by the Name of Turn 
tcbao, fpeaks very clearly of the Head of the Reli- 
gious Orders of Tartars call'd Lamas, and of the 
wonderful things which they did by the force of En- 
chantments and Magic, which drew both to them and 
their Religion the Admiration of the whole Court* 
where they were become very powerful : Their Power 
in China continued ths whole time that the Imperial 
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Family of the Yuen fat upon the Throne 5 there are 
ftill remaining at Peking fome Monuments built out of 
regard to the Lamas of thofc times 5 but the Cbineje 
having got the upper-hand under Hong vou. Founder 
of the Ming Dynafty, the Lamas were drove out with 
the reft of the Tartars. 

Their Credit is re-eftablifh'd under the prefcnt Fa* 
mily, which is of the Mantcbeeux Tartars \ although 
the Nation never had any Lama, yet as loon as it at* 
tempted the Conqueft of the neighbouring Tartar^ 
whether out of Intereft or Policy, it began to be fa- 
vourable to them ; the Grand Lama himfelf, proud 
as he is, omitted nothing that might gain over Chun 
tcbij when he faw him Maftcf of the Empire ; he 
carried it fo far as to leave Lafa, the Place of his Re- 
fidence, and go to Peking to congratulate the Empe- 
ror, and to lhower down the greateft Bleflings upon 
the new Family Tai tfing ; the Emprefs a little after 
built a magnificent Pagod for the Lamas ; this Ex- 
ample was follow'd by feveral, both Princes and Prin- 
cefles, and other rich People ; and it is not at all for- 
prifing that to fill fb many Pagods, the Lamas fhould 
Jk fb much increas'd in China ; they muft needs alfo 
be very rich, for moft of the true Lamas appear 
drefs'd in fine yellow and red Sattin, and with the 
icarceft Funr ; are well mounted, and attended by a 
greater or lefs number of Servants, according to the 
Degree of their Mandarinfhip •, for the Emperor al- 
lows them to have the Cufhion, and other Marks of 
Honour annex'd to the quality of a Mandarin. 

As to the Lamas of Thibet they generally wear 
Woollen Cloth, which is very like our Frife, only 
narrower, and not fo clofc ; it is call'd in China Pou 

{00, and it is us'd in covering Saddles, becaufe it is 
afting, and keeps its Colour : The Geographer Lama 
inform'd us, that when he faw the Grand Lama at 
La/a he had on a red Cloak of this Stuff, and a yellow 
Hat gilt; befides the Hat the Lamas have feveral 
kinds of Bonnets, which they ufc according to the 

Rank 
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Rank they are of; for there are among them differed 
degrees <if Honour to which they are rais'd in pro- 
portion to their Services : Of thefe Bonnets that 
which ftrikcs the Eyes of an European moft is fome- 
what like our Bifhop's Mitres : they wear it onhorfe- 
back as well as afoot, the (lit of this kind of Mitre 
anfwers to the middle of the Forehead. 

There are among thefe People fome pretty good 
Phyficians to be met with ; and fome who know how 
to compute the Motions of the Stars, and toforetel 
Bclipfes : What is moft feldom met with among the 
Lamas, who. are the Do&ors employ'd to inftrudt 
the People, is the underftanding of their aniient 
Books -, moft of them cannot fo much as read them, 
which fome of the moft confidcrable amdng them 
have honeftly confefs'd ; their Ignorance arifes from 
hence, that the Characters of thefe Books are very diffe- 
rent from the Charafters inufe in Jhibtt and Tartary* 
and the Language in which they are wrote, is a quite 
dead Language, which they cannot ufe at all, either 
in Conversation or in Writing. 

Some able Phyficians have had a Notion, that in 
thefe antient Books there are foftie Footfteps of our 
Holy Religion, which was preach'd there, as they 
think, in the time of the Apoftles, but that it hath 
in procefs of time, by the ignorance of ieveral Ages, 
been blended with and loft among the prevailing Su- 
perftitions : The probable Evidences, upon which 
they found their Coiyefture, is the Drefe of the Lamas, 
which is pretty like that in which the Apoftles are re- 
prefcnted in our antient Paintings ; the Subordination 
which is vifible among them, and which bears fome 
refemblance to the Ecclefiaftical Hierarchy •, feveral 
of their Ceremonies which are not very different 
from ours ; the Notion they have of an Incarna- 
tion ; and laftly, the Maxims of Morality which 
their ableft and moft learned Do&ors lay down ; 
but all this would require a thorough Know- 
ledge in their antient Books that are at La/a, 

and 
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and the Remains which might be met with there ; 
however to judge of it from the common Difcourfe 
of the moft learned Lamas, it appears that all the 
knowledge we can have of it from thence tends fblely 
to the difcovery of the Tranfmigration of the Soul j 
for the Fo % who is incarnated feveral times in diffe- 
rent Perfbns, and under different Shapes, is fo much 
the foundation of their whole Syftem, that by this 
fingle Suppofition all that is faid by them of their chief 
Idols may be accounted for ; as for inftance, of their 
Menipe with feveral heads of different Forms ; and 
indeed! to this they always have recourfc, when they 
are clofe prefs'd with the great and wonderful things 
which they afcribe to them. 

The Similitude of certain Ceremonies with ours 
proves no more than this, that all Nations have a 
Notion of Religion : The antient Paintings of the 
Apoftles, tho' they were allow'd to be as old as 
Confiantine^ which is not very probable, yet are, no 
lefs than the prefent Paintings, the Produ&ions of the 
Painter's Fancy, fince it is morally certain that they 
were drefs'd like the Jews in Jud(ea y and in other 
Kingdoms probably like the Inhabitants of the Coun- 
try •, if the Lamas have among them feveral Degrees 
of Subordination, this is vifibly the Cafe of the Reli- 
gious Orders among the Idolaters and Mahometans 5 
the common Reafon of Mankind is of it felf able to' 
appoint Diftinftions among the Members of the fame 
Body -, nor is there more room to hope for greater 
Difcoveries from the antient Books of the Bronzes* of 
which there is a large Number \ all the Advantage 
that could be reap'd from this kind of Study, would 
be the knowledge of the Miftakes of their Do&rine,' 
which, in Difputes with them, might furnifh matter 
for found reafoning, which they fhould not dare 
contradift, and to which they could give no An- 
fwer. 

But to bring this to pafs it is neceflary that 72*- 
let fhould enjoy %n uninterrupted and. lafting Peace ; 

and 
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and there feems fome room to hope for it, fince after 
fome Engagements the Emperor's Troops have ob- 
liged thofe Tfe vang raptan to retire into their own 
Country : However, as the Tartars do not care to 
build but in an open Country, it would be of no 
great ufc to the Tbibetians to fortify their Cities ; and 
there is not any of them in a condition of Defence 3 
their Cities are very fmall, Lafa it felf, where the! 
Grand Lama keeps his Court, is rather a famous 
Temple thaft a City. 

The multitude of Lamas fcatter'd over Thibet fa 
incredible 5 there is fcarce a Family without a Lama, 
cither out of a fuperftitious Reverence for the Fo it* 
him, or out of hopes of becoming one of the Of- 
ficers of the Grand Lama ; or more generally from 
both thefe Motives together : So long as. the Grand 
Lama continues Mafter of Thibet, it is in vain to ex* 
pe6t that Chriftianity can make any Progrefs in it * 
when Father Regis and Father Jartoux were ac 
Sining in 1708, where they made the- Map of thia 
Country, two Reverend Capuchin Fathers, the one an 
Italian and the other a Frenchman^ wrote to theni / 
to intreat the Emperor of China, to give them 
leave to build a Church at Lafa : The Conjundure 
<»uld not be lefs favourable to fuch a Propofal ; all 
. Vas in confufion in Thibet , and the Emperor threat- 
ned every one with his heavy Difpleafure who would 
not come into the methods of Accommodation he had 
propoa'd. 

There is no certain and particular Account of the 
Plants which Thibet produces, nor of the Advantage 
that might be drawn from thence by Trade *, this one 
ipay be inform'd of by the way of Bengal, for the 
Road from thence to Thibet hath been known there a 
great while. 

Of fo many Rivers which appear on the Map, 'tis 
not known which are they that furnifh all that Gold 
that is brought to China, and which bear9 a greater 
Price than what comes from any other Part 5 therd 
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muft needs be fome Gold found in the Sands of feve- 
ral of thefe Rivers ; and it is certain that the great 
River Kin cba kiang, which comes into the Province 
of Tun nan, carries down a great deal of it in its 
Sand ; for its Name imports the Gold Sand River : 
The great River, which runs quite through Thibet, 
is caird Tarou tfanpou, or Dfanpou ; though Tfanpou 
is a Name common to all the great Rivers of this Coun- 
try, yet it is cuftomary to ufe it particularly of this 
great River ; juft as in China the general Name Kiang t 
which fignifies a River, is become almoft the particu- 
lar Name of the great River Tang tfe kiangt which di- 
vides that large* Empire. 

It is no eafy matter to tell where feveral of the Ri- 
vers, which water Thibet, empty themfelves; it is 
certain ^that the Nou kiang enters the Province of Tun 
nan, and after it hath ran fome hundreds of Chinefe Lys 
it changes its Name, and is call'd Lou kiang \ after 
that it runs into the Kingdom of Ava : The Lan tfan 
kiang enters likewife the Province of Ifan nan, and 
after feveral other fmall Rivers have fallen into it, it 
becomes the great River Kion long kiang, that is the 
Nine-dragon River, and empties it felf in the King- 
dom of long King : The Kin cba kiang runs on the 
North "Side of the fame Province, and after a long 
Courfe flows into, and is loft in the gre&t River Tang 
tfe hang \ but where does the great River ? "fan pou 
difcharge it felf? There is no certain Anfwer to this 
Queftion ; but 'tis probable that it runs towards the 
Gulph of Bengal j for this at leaft is certain, that from 
the Boundary of Thibet its Courfe is South- weft to the 
Sea, and confequently it runs towards Aracan, or near 
the Mouth of the Ganges in Mogol, which the fflbe- 
Hans call Anonkek, or Anongen : The other Rivers, 
which are on the Weft of ffan pou, run immediately 
into Countries which are but little known : The Chi- 
nefe Maps, (which the Geographical Miflionaries found 
in the Tribunal of the Province of Tun nan, in the 
Houfe of the chief Mandarins) as well as the People 
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of the Country, give the Name ofNouy to the People 
who lay beyond the River Nou kiang ; and thofe who 
are contiguous to the North Boundaries of thp King- 
dom of Aoa , they call Life •, but in all probability 
thefe are not the Names which thefe People them- 
felves ufe, who, according to all Accounts, inhabit 
- - ~ the Mountains, and who are ftill half Barbarians ; it 
is probable that fome of the Rivers of Thibet* fee 
down on the Map, muft run thro* this Country. 

This Difference of Names caufes an Obfcurity 
which perplexes the Geographer, and expofes him to 
the Danger of committing grofs Faults, as for in- 
ftance in the multiplying of Cities. This is a De- 
fed: that fome of our antient Maps are not free from : 
Jt is not now at all known which are the Cities that 
are called Cialis and Aramut in the Itinerary of the 
Jefuit Goes, who was fenttodifcoverCtf/£<w; thp* 'tis 
not in the lead doubted but that by Cbiaicum is meant 
Hta yu koen 9 and that what he calls Socciou is indeed the 
City of Sou tcbeoiij becaufc the Account he gives of 
them makes it plainly appear that he is fpeaking of 
thefe Cities ; but the fame thing cannot be faid of 
other Cities that are called by auite different Names ; 
all that can be laid is this, that probably they are 
Cities which have two different Names in different 
Languages, which is apparent from what I have 
.laid above concerning the Name that the Tbibetians 
give to Mogol : This is the Reafon that in the Map 
made from the Memoirs of the Lamas, who live near 
the Head of the Ganges* the Names which they have 
fee down are adherM to, as being much more certain 
than thofe which Travellers fet down, who only 
.paffing through a Country bring us Names of Cities 
and Rivers {b disfigur'd tint there is hardly any 
Jtnowing them, 

The End of the Fourth and laji Volume, 
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